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JJC  doubles  parking  fines  on  main  campus 


by  Brian  Delaney 

Rumors  arc  starting  to  circulate 
around  school  that  parking  fines  at  JJC 
have  increased.  I've  got  news  for  you: 
it's  not  a rumor.  As  of  January  1st.  the 
increase  in  parking  fines  have  been  put 
into  effect  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
This  is  good  news  for  JJC.  since  this 
will  help  generate  some  extra  revenue. 
On  the  contrary,  this  is  bad  news  for 
all  of  those  who  violate  traffic  laws  by 
parking  their  cars  wherever  possible, 
(i.c.  fire  lanes,  disabled  parking  spots, 
and  the  all  too  popular  sod-style  park- 
ing maneuver). 

Currently,  all  normal  parking  vio- 
lations have  been  raised  from  S5  to 
SIO. 

Leaving  a vehicle  in  a disabled 
parking  lane  without  proper  authori- 
zation has  now  been  increased  to  S 1 50. 
Fire  Hydrant  and  other  lane  violations 
arcS25,  and  aficr  15  days  the  fine  is 
increased  to  S50  Visitor  parking  vio- 
lations arc  now  S20,  and  if  it  is  not  paid 
aficr  15  days,  then  it  becomes  S40. 

If  aficr  15  days  following  the  is- 
suance of  any  ticket,  a notice  will  he 
sent  stating  that  the  student  will  have 
their  grades  withheld  and  registration 
for  the  following  semester  will  bede- 
nied  until  the  payment  is  received.  If 
the  issue  is  not  resolved  within  30  days. 


a mandatory  appearance  will  be  nec- 
essary at  the  Will  County  Circuit  Court 
for  prosecution. 

If  ticketed,  it  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  violator  to  present  the  citation 
and  fine  in  person  or  by  mail  to  the  J- 
building  Payment  Center  no  later  than 
15  days  after  being  fined.  It  is  pos- 
sible to  attempt  to  appeal  a parking  ci- 
tation. However,  the  appeal  must  take 


place  before  the  15-day  deadline. 

During  the  first  couple  weeks,  the 
campus  police  arc  a little  more  lenient 
when  it  comes  to  minor  parking  viola- 
tions Due  to  the  limited  amount  of 
spaces,  finding  a legal  parking  spot  is 
difficult.  Most  of  the  time,  parking  be- 
comes more  available  about  four 
weeks  into  the  semester.  It  is  very  easy 
for  a new  student  or  visitor  to  acciden- 


tally park  where  they  should  not,  and 
the  police  department  is  very  under- 
standing when  it  comes  to  that.  How- 
ever, do  not  think  you  can  get  away 
with  leaving  your  car  in  a handicap 
spot  and  then  hope  for  a pardon. 

Generally  those  in  violation  arc  in 
no  immediate  danger  of  having  their 
car  towed.  According  to  JJC  Police 
Chief  Peter  Comanda,  as  long  as  the 
car  isn't  obstructing  traffic  or  left  in 
the  parking  lot  for  an  excessive  amount 
of  time,  towing  isn't  necessary. 

In  April  2002,  members  on  the 
LEMAP  (Loan  Executive  Manage- 
ment Assistant  Program)  committee 
decided  that  the  parking  fine  situation 
needed  to  be  addressed. 

According  to  Dr  Alan  Hardcrscn, 
the  Vice  President  of  Student  Services, 
the  issue  regarding  parking  fines  re- 
mained untouched  for  about  10  years, 
and  over  time  students  began  to  disre- 
gard the  laws  and  pay  the  affordable 
fivc-dollar  fine. 

LEMAP  advised  that  cither  park- 
ing fines  should  increase,  or  they 
should  just  be  thrown  out  Subse- 
quently, it  was  agreed  upon  that  fines 
should  be  increased. 

Hopefully,  these  increases  will 
serve  as  an  influence  to  make  students 
and  faculty  to  park  in  authorized  areas 
only. 


JJC  rediscovers  values  of  Martin  Luther  King 


NAJWA  Dance  Corps  performs  traditional  West  African  dances  during  tile  Martin 
Luther  King  Celebration  Week. 

Photo  by  Adam  Farcus 


by  Jessica  Harvey 

JJC  kept  the  spirit  of  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  alive  when  the  Office 
of  Student  Activities  sponsored  a three- 
day  affair  celebrating  the  life  of  a man 
who  sent  a message  of  peace,  non-vio- 
lence and  solidarity  to  all  of  America. 

The  event,  entitled  "Rediscovering 
Lost  Values, " included  an  array  of 
events  that  ranged  from  traditional  West 
African  dancing  to  a traveling  trunk 
exhibit  that  showcased  video  footage  of 
speeches  given  by  Dr  King. 

"With  all  the  things  that  have  been 
going  on  in  the  world  today,  post  9-11, 
and  with  the  talk  of  war.  I think  Dr. 
King's  message  of  peace  and  love  is 
more  prevalent  now  than  it  has  been, 
and  I think  it's  something  that  we  should 
celebrate  and  honor  all  the  time,"  said 
Anissa  Jones.  Director  of  Student  Ac- 
tivities. 

"Discover  Through  Dance"  kicked 
off  the  MLK  celebration  on  Wednes- 
day. Jan.  22.  Members  of  the  NAJWA 
Dance  Corps  performed  traditional 
dances  from  West  Africa  on  the  middle 
of  the  bridge 

The  dance  group  is  based  in  Chi- 
cago, and  their  Artistic  Director,  Najwa, 
is  a choreographer  and  dance  historian 
who  has  performed  with  great  musi- 
cians. such  as  Count  Basic  and  Duke 
Ellington 

The  four  dancers  and  four  musi- 
cians were  dressed  in  beautiful  cos- 
tumes. which  were  decorated  with 
shells  and  bright-colored  fabric.  With 
energy,  grace  and  force,  they  brought 
West  African  traditions  to  life  with 
dances  of  celebration,  marriage,  life  and 
death. 

"These  dances  came  out  of  times 
where  there  were  a lot  of  hardships,  not 
that  there's  not  hardships  now,  but  these 
dances-usually  mean  something.  They 
come  from  some  set  of  values."  said 
Jones. 

The  next  day  panelists  addressed 
issues  such  as  community,  family  and 


racism  during  "Discovery  Through 
Discussion."  Panelists  included  fac- 
ulty member,  Edward  Scnu-Oke. 
Members  of  the  Black  Student  Union 
helped  to  bring  in  members  of  the 
community,  such  as  pastor  Eugene 
Fears  from  Redeem  C.O.GI.C.  and 
Louise  Ray  from  the  Forest  Park  com- 
munity center. 

“Too  often  we  go  home  and 
watch  T.V  over  dinner,  instead  of  sit- 
ting down  at  a table  and  actually  hav- 
ing a discussion  about  how  the  day 
was  and  actually  trying  to  get  to  know 
one  another  and  learn  what  your  kids 
arc  doing,"  Jones  said.  "So.  the ' Dis- 
covery Through  Discussion'  piece 
was  an  opportunity  to  talk  about  these 
lost  values." 

The  week's  events  ended  when 
students  heard  from  keynote  speaker. 
Mary  Mitchell,  who  is  an  editorial 
board  member  and  columnist  from 
the  Chicago  Sun  Times. 

Mitchell  addressed  topics  such 
as  racial  violence,  self  responsibility 
and  family  values.  She  continually 
encouraged  the  young  people  in  the 
audience  to  go  out  and  make  a differ- 
ence. She  emphasized  the  fact  that 
many  great  humanitarians,  such  as  Dr 


King  were  very  young  when  they 
started  the  crusades  against  injustice. 

Mitchell  felt  that  if  people  evalu- 
ated their  own  lives  and  tried  to  im- 
prove themselves,  then  they  would  be 
better  suited  to  help  others. 

"We  need  to  be  criticizing  our- 
selves. so  that  we  can  gel  to  the  place 
that  we  need  to  be  to  enjoy  and  fulfill 
King's  legacy."  Mitchell  said. 


numerous  journalism  awards,  includ- 
ing the  Award  of  Excellence  from  the 
National  Association  of  Black  Journal- 
ists and  the  Studs  Tcrkcl  Award  from 
the  Chicago  Media  Workshop 
Oftentimes,  her  columns  deal  with  is- 
sues such  as  racial  attitudes,  abuse  of 
women  and  her  own  personal  cxpcri- 

Thcrc  was  a very  posit  i \ c student 
response  from  the  events  held  through- 
out the  week.  Christie  Gruber  appre- 
ciated the  fact  that  her  teachers.  Dr 
Roya  Falahi  and  Andy  Neill,  actually 
encouraged  their  students  to  attend 
events  such  as  these.  Neill  even  let  his 
students  out  of  class  early,  so  they 
could  hear  Mitchell  speak 

"The  more  open-minded  our 
school's  students  arc.  the  more  they 
will  get  out  of  the  college  experience." 
said  Gruber. 

King's  anti-violence  message  will 
also  be  heard  when  OSA  co-sponsors 
a peace  rally  that  is  to  be  held  on  March 
12  at  noon  on  the  bridge 

"Hopefully  somebody  saw  or 
heard  something  this  week  that  would 
provoke  them  or  motivate  them  to  get 


PERSPECTIVES 


Jan  nary  29,  2003 


^JlLcLze.*.  Wie. iv_ 


Carry  King’s  message  throughout  the  year,  not  for  just  one  day 


Monday.  Jan.  20  was  the  holiday 
of  Martin  Luther  King's  birthday.  It 
has  been  74  years  since  his  birth,  but 
Ins  message  is  still  being  heard  loud 
and  clear  " | 

King  fought  to  end  segregation 
and  racism,  but  always  with  non-vio- 
Icnt  ways.  Me  demonstrated  this  by  the 
Montgomery  Bus  Boycott  m tlic  mid- 
1 950s.  the  Selma  protests  in  1 9p5  and 
lus  eloquent,  unforgettable  "I  jtavc  a 
dream"  speech  in  Washington  D C.  in 
l%.V 

Though  his  life  ended  tragically 
bv  an  assassin's  bullet  in  I96S.  King 
is  still  remembered  today  as  not  only 
a symbol  of  the  civil  rights  movement, 
but  as  a symbol  of  high  moral  leader- 
ship and  equality  among  people  of  all 
races,  religions  and  creeds,  j 

The  Office  of  Student  Activities 
sponsored  a three-day  event  entitled 


"Rediscovering  Lost  Values.  Tradi- 
tional West  African  dances,  discus- 
sions about  family  \ alucs  and  a speech 
by  prommentjoumahst  Mary  Mitchell 
were  just  some  of  the  events  that  took 
place.  These  activities  provided  stu- 
dents with  the  opportunity  to  hear 
from  many  different  perspectives  and 
learn  how  to  live  more  peaceful  lives 
with  their  peers. 

However,  this  event  only  took 
place  three  days  out  of  the  entire  year. 
People  need  to  make  a conscience 
decision  to  light  injustice  and  promote 
equality  on  a daily  basis. 

Many  people  feel  hopeless  vv  lien 
it  comes  to  making  big  changes  in  our 
world.  They  oftentimes  question  their 
ability  to  make  an  impact  on  society 
on  a larger  scale.  People  need  to  real- 
ize that  they  can  impact  the  world 
around  them;  all  they  need  to  do  is  try. 


If  you  have  frcolimc.  take  that  op- 
portunity to  donate  time  to  a charity  that 
you  consider  to  be  dcnclicial.  One  or- 
ganization created  (o  fight  injustice  is 
the  Anti-Racist  Action  organization. 
This  is  an  international  organization  that 
was  created  to  slop  racism,  sexism,  ho- 
mophobia and  other  forms  of  bigotry 
You  can  contact  the  Chicago  chapter  of 
this  organization  at  (212)  409-1432  or 
visit  their  website  at  http:'. 

One  of  the  biggest  injustices  of  in- 
equality is  not  just  the  promoters  of  a 
stratified  society,  but  those  who  stay  si- 
lent when  they  sec  wrongs  being  com- 
mitted. 

When  people  are  feeling  like  they 
can  t make  an  impact  on  the  world,  they 
just  need  to  look  to  Dr  King  as  an  ex- 
ample that  one  person  can  make  all  cf 
the  difference  in  thejvvorld. 


Future  expectations  for  2003  and  beyond— let  the  future  begin 


By  Mutt  Furlanc 

When  you  want  to  know  ^hc  fu- 
ture. a variety  of  sources  are  available 
fora  peck  on  what  might  be.  They  can 
range  from  the  mystorious 
Nostradamus.  Iiokey  televangelists  or 
pay-per-minute  psychic  hotlines  to 
"just  pay  me  now"  palm  readers  So. 
to  help  meet  the  demand  and  ckpand 
the  market.  I'll  throw  a squid  oiit  onto 
the  ice  and  make  a few  predictions  at 
no  cost  (donations?)  about  ;vvhat 
hopes,  and  dreams  (or  nightmares) 

POLITICS 

Pakistan  and  India  will  be  the  first 
countries  to  engage  in  nuclear  warfare. 


1 the  Simpsons  and  wonder 


tem  deficiencies,  bring  on  major  law-  placcd,by  HBO.  F/X  and  CNN.  James 
suits.  After  2004,  frustrated  Democrats  Gandolfini  will  be  nominated  for 
will  clone  John  F.  Kennedy  and  Harry  president.  In  2040  people  will  look 
Truman.  Cell  phones  will  become  “the"  back 
all-purpose  device.  By  2006  up  to  25%  what  was  wrong  with 
of  Americans  will  die  a food-related  ODDS/ENDS 
death.  McDonalds,  struggling  to  sur- 
vive, will  serve  only  organically  grown 


food  by  2007.  Bill  Gates 
over  Microsoft  and  bundle  Kazaa  wit! 
WindowsXP  2008. 

Fruit  will  be  genetically  cngi 


The  SUV  "arms  race"  will  con- 
c to  escalate  with  the  release  of  the 
will  take  6-ton  5-milc  per  gallon  2004  Hum- 
med. Scooters  sales  will  sky  rocket. 
Universities  will  abolish  all  traces  ol 
liberal  arts  from  their  curriculums  and 


nccrcd  to  provide 


s for  diabetes,  offer  only  business  and  sports  info 


slide  in  2004.  flic  first  v 


Osama  Bin  Laden  will  resurface  after  president  will  be  in  2008.  The  first 
Hussein  is  ouaedby.  March  andiiunch  Mom*  American  prcsidcnl  will  be 
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RELIGION 

Despite  efforts  by  law  abiding 

another  attack  on  a western  povjcr  by  in  2012  North  and  South  Korea  will  Muslims,  the  Islamic  faith  will  con- 
Julv  Roc  v Wade  will  fall.  George  reunite  by  2014.  China  will  be  the  next  tinuc  to  be  seen  as  a religion  that  breeds 
Bush  Jr  will  be  reelected  by  ai  land-  super  power  by  20 1 6 and  directly  chal-  terrorists  for  at  least  -another  decade 

Creationism,  with  help  from  biology, 
will  trump  Darwin.  In  2006  the  Catho- 
lic Church,  after  spending  a billion  dol- 
lawsuits,  will  make  marriage 
mandatory  for  priests.  By  2007.  Ma- 
terialism will  become  the  dominant 
world  religion  with  Las  Vegas  as  its 
Mecca  and  shopping  mails  as  mosques 
leading  governments’  all  over  the  world 
to  pass  laws  declaring  poetry,  church 
hymns  and  theatre  subversive.  Jesus 
Christ  will  not  return lin  2010 
TECHNOLOGY/HEALTH 
Attempts  at  human  cloning  will 
continue  unabated  until  major  defects. 
~ TiTic  premature  death  and  immune  sys- 


canccr  and  AIDS  by  2009.  Terminator  classes.  Students  seeking  a Tradi- 
fcars  aside,  thinking  machines  will  be  tional’  education  will  be  laughed  off 
welcomed  everywhere.  Nano-tcchnol-  campus.  It  will  be  discovered  that 
ogy  will  revolutionize  everything.  In  Christopher  Marlowe  co-authored 
20 1 2 the  Japanese,  having  invented  the  several  Shakespeare  plays. 


r dc- 


Somc  Boomers  will  mark  their 
entry  into  retirement  age  by  smoking 
marijuana  for  medicinal  use  and  pro- 
testing outside  of  nursing  homes.  Your 
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first  robot  amiy  will 
fense  against  China. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Paul  Newman  will  win  best  sup- 
porting actor  and  Lord  of  the  Rings  will  grandparents,  after  blowing  then 
win  best  picture  plus  four  other  Acad-  tircmcrit  money 
cmy  Awards.  The  Hulk  and  the  Matrix 
will  blow  away  T3  and  Star  Wars.  Ti- 
tanic will  remain  the  all 
ficc  leader 

People  will  begin  to  pillage  on  the  of  age  In  2010  African  America 
Sims  Online,  which  will  lead  lo  Will  tired  of  bemg  shut  out  of  sports  ov> 
Wright  to  strike  a deal  with  OvcrQucst  ership  positions,  will  start  their  o 
to  maintain  order.  PS3  will  have  an  IQ  professional  leagues,  causing  the  NFL 


ill-1 

with  your  parents. 

In  2009,  male  crime  rates  will  ex- 
box  of-  plodc  as  a generation  of  boys  raised 
on  Grand  Thcfi  Auto  and  Doom  come 


of  147.  Mick  Jaggcr  will  choke 
banana  and  die  Jazz,  unplugged  and 
techno  remixes  will  usher  in  a new  mu- 
sic era.  I. ivc365.com  and 
WinAmp.com  w ill  become  the  top  ra- 
dio stations  in  the  world 

ABC.  NBC  and  CBS  will  be  ro- 


und the  NBA  to  go  bankrupt  Tito  Ortiz 
will  school  Mike  Tyson  on  how  to 
fight.  Tony  Stewart  will  win  it  again. 

The  Stcclcrs  will  win  the  Super 
Bowl  next  year.  The  Bears  will  not. 
Hockey  wrestling  and  soccer  will  be- 
come the  new  big  three. 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  ot  the 
letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  lo  edit 
letters  for  space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  oi 
by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  H-1015B. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  6043 1 

Phone  number: 

280-23 13 

E-mail:  blaxcr(a> jjc.edu 
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Blagojevich  takes  control  of  Illinois 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

On  Jan  13.  the  state  of  Illinois 
witnessed  the  inauguration  of  Rod 
Blagojevich  as  the  new  governor  Af- 
ter taking  the  oath  of  office, 
Blagojevich  addressed  the  citizens  of 
Illinois. 

"My  goal  as  governor  is  as  simple 
as  it  is  profound — to  create  a future  as 
great  as  our  past,  a state  as  grand  as 
our  potential  and  a government  as  good 
as  our  people."  he  said. 

He  went  on  to  talk  about  the  chal- 
lenges that  the  nation  is  currently  fac- 
ing. and  the  local  challenges  he  has 
inherited  from  the  past  administration. 

Some  of  his  key  concerns  include 
the  sluggish  economy,  the  health  care 
system  and  the  $5  billion  dollar  defi- 
cit in  the  state's  budget. 

He  ajso  cited,  "rising  tuition  costs 
that  make  the  dream  of  college  unat- 
tainable for  too  many  families." 

Blagojevich  announced  plans  to 
trim  the  current  budget  of  unnecessary 
costs  and  to  reject  "the  politics  of  me- 
diocrity and  corruption." 

He  discussed  the  need  for  greater 
accountability  from  the  state  for  the 


I be  opr  inspiration  and 

j.,  in^  new 

’ _ jlV'U  raised  on  the  northwest  side 

of  Chicago  and  has  served  in 
a number-  of  other  political 
offices,  including  as  Cook 
County  Assistant  State's  At- 
torney and  Congressman 
from  Illinois’  Fifth  District, 
where  he  was  elected  in 
1992. 

He  has  earned  public 
service  awards  from  the 
American  Library  Associa- 
tion. FricnjJs  of  Libraries 
USA  and  the  White  House 
Conference  of  Libraries  for 
his  work  to  replace  outdated 
library  books  in  Illinois  pub- 
lic schools. 

way  that  taxpayer  dollars  arc  being  He  also  aided  in  the  establishment 
spent,  and  promised  to  consolidate  or  of  the  National  Teachers  Academy  in 
eliminate  unnecessary  positions  and  Illinois,  created  to  raise  the  standards 
boards  within  the  stale  government  of  education  in  Illinois.  Education  rc- 


ma/llinc 


mor  Rod  Blagojevich. 
iricsy  nl'  hup^/wwxvjllinois.gov/galleryr 


: grapple  with  a budget  c 
as  we  clean  house  and  rewrite  cth- 
. laws,  as  we  work  to  create  jobs  and 
improve  our  schools,  just  know  that  a 


c bring  the  change  you  voted  for.  you  begin  right  n 


lains  an  issue  close  to  his  heart. 

"You  voted  for  a change:  I intend 
o deliver  it."  said  Blagojevich.  "It  is 
iw  beginning.  Let  that  time 


2 MILLION  INVESTORS. 

80  YEARS’  EXPERIENCE. 

1 WEIRD  NAME. 

TIAA-CREF  has  a long  history  of  managing  portfolios  for  the  world's  sharpest  minds. 
Contact  us  for  ideas,  strategies,  and,  at  the  very  least,  proper  pronunciation. 
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Who  wants  to  be  a D.O.R.K.? 


Checkin’  out  the 
InterVarsity  Christian 
Fellowship  organization 

Bv  Adam  Fox 

Maybe  you  have  seen  students  and 
faculty  wearing  those  navy  blue  and 
kelly  green  shirts  that  say,  "Be  a 
D O R.K"  If  not.  where  have  you  been 
hiding? 

InterVarsity  Christian  Fellowship 
has  been  a club  for  students  and  fac- 
ulty for  1 1 years  Bridget  Henkel's  rea- 
son for  attending  InterVarsity  is  to 
reach  students  who  don't  know  Christ. 

DORK,  stands  for  Disciples  of 
the  Righteous  King.  The  theme  for 
study  this  semester  is  Discipleslnp 

"Our  main  focus  of  this  t-shirt  is 
to  show  people  what  we  arc  all  about." 
Henkel  said,  "and  to  know  that  we  arc 
disciples,  and  there  is  only  one  righ- 
teous king  and  he  is  awesome." 

"God  is  just  an  important  part  of 
our  lives,  and  without  Him  we  arc  noth- 
ing." Henkel  said. 

So  where  can  you  find  these  ser- 


vants of  Jesus  Christ1'  They  have  daily 
meetings  at  noon  in  the  cafeteria  to 
pray.  Also,  they  have  a weekly  Bible 
study  rn  the  cafeteria  on  Tuesdays  at 
2 pm  Not  one  to  attend  class  or  even 
grace  JJC  with  your  presence’.’  Well 
they  also  have  a weekly  get  together 
in  the  Centennial  Commons  Club- 
house on  Thursday  evenings  from  8: 30 
to  around  1 0 

Jill  Roebuck  also  had  to  comment 
on  what  she  thought  it  meant  to  be  a 
DORK 

"Being  a D O.R.K.  is  a bold 
statement,"  Roebuck  said,  "being  a 
Disciple  of  the  Righteous  King  is  my 
goal  and  that  is  what  I strive  lor " 

If  you  would  like  to  find  out  more 
about  InterVarsity  Christian  Fellow- 
ship they  will  have  a table  on  the 
bridge  for  open  discussion  on  the 
topic,  ’‘Life,  Love,  and  Spirituality  " 
Also  you  can  find  out  more  by  going 
online  at.  www.iic.edu/clubs7ivcf 

If  you  have  a club  and  would  like 
ii  lo  he  Jeal tax'd  in  the  II Inzer,  see  our 
contact  information  on  page  2. 


potential 
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www.devry.edu 


An  Associate  Degree  is  just 
the  beginning.  How  lar  you  go 
is  entirely  up  lo  you. 

Al  DeVry  University,  you  can  gel 
a Bachelor’s  Degree  on  your  terms. 
Classes  ate  offered  days,  nights, 
weekends,  and  even  online  at 
locations  convenient  lo  where 
you  live  or  work. 

Our  goal  al  DeVry  is  lo  give 
you  Ihe  education,  skills,  and 
confidence  you  need  lo  reach 
your  career  potential. 
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Spring  is  Hot! 

Where  Can  You  Get  a Pair  of 
. Cool  Hipster  Jeans  and  a Great 
Tank  for  Under  $20? 

Shop  at  Plato's  Closet  for  the  holiest  clothes 
in  town.  Come  see  our  great  selection  of 
shorts,  tees  and  tanks  At  Plato's  Closet  we 
buy  and  sell  both  new  and  lightly-used  brand 
name  clothes  so  it's  easy  to  look  cool  and 
save  money  at  the  same  time! 

We  have  tons  of 

Abercrombie  & Fitch,  American  Eagle, 
Arden,  Banana,  Bebe,  CK,  Charlotte 
Russe,  DKNY,  Diesel,  Express,  Gap,  LEI, 
Levi,  Doc  Marten,  Mudd,  Tommy  Hilfiger, 
and  much  more 

Paying  CASH  lor  Cool  Clothes  Daily 

PLAT  €>S 

CL@SET' 

Joliet  - Rt  30  & Caton  Farm  Rd  815-577-2726 
Downers  Grove  - Off  1-55,  on  75m  SI,  between 
Cass  Ave  and  Rt  83.  630-230-0082 
Naperville  - Rt  59/Fox  Valley  630-428-0900 
Store  hours  M-F  10-8.  Sat  10-6.  Sun  12-6 
www.platoscloset.com 
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Students  put  on  thinking  caps 


By  David  Ashby 

The  JJC  College  Bowl  team  won 
the  South  Suburban  Region's  Fall 
Tournament  on  Dee.  13,  2002,  beat- 
ing out  Moraine  Valley  Community 
College  and  Prairie  State  College  in  a 
double  elimination  series  of  matches. 

Called  the  “varsity  sport  of  the 
mind."  the  College  Bowl  team  com- 
petes in  tournaments  across  Illinois 
and  the  Midwest,  testing  their  aca- 
demic knowledge  and  recall  against 
other  participating  schools, 

In  the  first  match  of  the  tourna- 
ment, Prairie  Slate  College  beat  out 
Moraine  Valley  Community  College 

However,  JJC  moved  ahead  to 
beat  both  of  these  teams  in  the  next 
two  matches.  In  the  fourth  match  Prai- 
rie State  won  to  force  a playoff  with 
JJC. 

With  both  teams  at  2-1,  JJC  was 
able  to  defeat  Prairie  State,  with  a nail- 
biting  close  score  of  1 1 0-95  to  win  the 
title. 

The  JJC  College  Bowl  team  con- 
sists of  captain  John  Evans.  Steve  Hall. 
Michelle  Lorenzen  and  Brad  Schallcr. 
They  are  led  by  English  professor  Wil- 
liam Yarrow,  who  has  coached  the 
team  since  1995. 

There  arc  a number  of  reasons 
why  the  students  choose  to  compete. 
The  intensity  of  competition,  the 
chance  to  meet  other  students  across 
Illinois  and  the  chance  to  work  their 
minds  in  creative  ways  are  some  of  the 
biggest  reasons. 


"I've  always  had  a brain  full  of 
useless  trivia,  so  why  not  put  it  to  good 
use,"  said  team  captain  Evans. 

Yarrow  said  that  it  is  definitely  for 

fun. 

"It  is  a sport,  yet  it  is  a mental  sport 
so.  it  is  similar  to  why  you  would  par- 
ticipate in  any  kind  of  sport,"  Yarrow 
said. 

All  of  the  community  colleges  in 
Illinois  arc  clustered  together  into  six 
regions,  each  of  which  held  synchro- 
nized matches  on  Dee.  13.  Though  the 
tournaments  were  in  different  places, 
the  questions  were  all  the  same. 

Another  tournament  will  be  held 
in  March,  and  if  JJC  wins  at  this  tour- 
nament as  well,  the  team  will  be  de- 
clared South  Suburban  Region  cham- 
pion and  will  have  a chance  to  travel 
to  the  state  championship  and  compete 
against  the  winners  of  the  other  five 
regions  in  Illinois. 

In  the  past,  JJC  has  always  done 
well  at  the  state  championship.  Though 
they  did  not  go  last  year,  they  did  go 
the  past  four  years.  They  even  took 
home  the  first  place  trophy  three  of 
those  years.  If  they  win  this  year,  each 
team  member  will  get  S300  in  prize 
money. 

The  questions  that  arc  asked  at  the 
tournament  relate  to  a community  col- 
lege curriculum,  with  an  almost  infi 
nitc  number  of  topics,  including 
sic,  mathematics,  history,  pop  culture 
biology  and  cuncnt  events 

"It’s  like  being  on  a game  show,' 
said  Schallcr. 
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DISCOUNT  RECORDS 


WE  BUY  & SEU  NEW  & USED 


CO  S * OVD  S 


2,OFF  '$  JOFF 
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ALL  NEW 

| CD'S/DVD'S/VIDEO  GAMES  | 

. $11.99  & UP 

I Excluding  Sale  Items  | 
with  Coupon  <-> 
Exp.  6/30/05  D 


VIDEOGAMES 

OFF^1 
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ALL  USED 

| CD'S/DVD'S/VIDEO  GAMES  | 
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Largest  Selection  of 
NEW  & USED 
Music 

DON’T  FORGET  SUPER  TUESDAYS 
ALL  NON-SALE  CD'S  $1.00  OFF 


FRANKFORT  - Rt.  30  & La  Grange  - (815)  464-5444 
HOMEWOOD  - Halsted  & Ridge  - (708)  799-9900 
MATTESON  - Rt.  30  & Governors  - (708)  481-4550 
MIDLOTHIAN  - 148th  & Cicero  - (708)  687-6060 


QUESTION  OF  THE  ISSUE: 

What  are  your  views  on  the  possibility  of  the  U.S. 
going  to  war  with  Iraq? 


HI  k 

*7  don 't  think  we  should  go  to 

war.  We  should  solve  our  Nick  Puddicombe 

problems  by  talking  about 

torn."  As  long  as, he  UN. 


Chaz  Sago 

"The  U.S.  has  fought  Iraq  before 
and  beat  them.  If  they  are  willing 
to  risk  another  war,  they  must 
have  something  out  there  that  n 
don  "t  know  about.  " 


"I  don  "t  want  to  think 
about  it.  “ 


Christie  Gruber 

"I  think  that  the  U.S.  and  the 
U.N.  should  take  a step  back 
and  look  at  the  damages  that 
war  could  cause  and  then  make 
an  informed  decision. " 


Christopher  Knight 

“I  think  our  motives  need  to  be 
dear  and  pray  that  President  Bush 
is  seeking  God  s council.  " 


Take  the  next  step. 
Transfer  to 


• Named  year  after  year  as  one  of  "America's  Best 
Colleges"  by  U.S.  News  & World  Report 

• Personalized  education:  average  class  size  is  1 6 

• More  than  50  majors,  minors,  and  programs  of  study 

• Conveniently  located  on  the  north  side  of  Chicago 

• Generous  transfer  scholarships  available— up  to  $7,000  per  year— plus  the 
$2,000  Phi  Theta  Kappa  scholarship  for  qualified  students 

• Member  of  the  CCIW  athletic  conference 

• Nationally  recognized  Urban  Outreach  program 

~ Gfct  a free  transfer  credit  evaluation'eftid  find  out  more  about  how 
North  Park  serves  the  special  needs  and  interests  of  transfer  students 
at  special  Information  Sessions.  Call  for  visit  dates. 

For  more  information,  call 
(773)  244-5516  or  (800)  888-6728 
or  email  rberki-01@northpark.edu. 

Nursing  students  call  Trevor 
James  at  (773)  244-5508  or 
email  tjames@northpark.edu 

Apply  online  at 
www.northpark.edu 


North  Park 
university 

Preparing  students  for 

lives  of  significance  and  service 

3225  West  Foster  Avenue,  Chicago.  Illinois  60625 
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Aries-  If  your  mind  is  a 
potato,  you  have  to  decide  if  it 
is  baked  or  smashed. 

Libra-  You  will  find  a 
magical  cow  that  will  make 
all  ofyourchildhoold 
fantasies  come  true. 

HI 

Taurus-  Don’t  be  distressed 
by  your  catfish  stealing  your 
John  Deere...  the  mob  will  gel 
him. 

H 

Scorpio-  You  will  fall  in  love 
with  the  kid  who  pickshis 
nose  in  class.  Just  watch  out 
for  what  he  puts  in  your 
dinner. 

X* 

Gemini-  If  the  bra  fits,  wear  it. 

Sagittarius-  Watch  the 
spoon.  It’s  hypnotic,  isn’t  it? 

<25 

yjo 

Cancer-Spam  will  become 
your  best  friend,  lucky  you! 

Capricorn-Be  bold,  bring 
back  spandex  and  work  your 
stuff! 

Leo-OK  honey,  get  the  fork- 
you’re  done! 

xVV\ 

Aquarius-You  realize  why 
all  the  kids  on  the 
playground  laugh  at  you 
when  your  mom  tells  you 
that  you  were  fathered  by  a 
goat.  HA  HA! 

Virgo-  Get  out  that  speedo, 
you  stud!  Polar  Bear 
swimming  is  in  your  future. 

Pisces-  James  Brown  says, 
“You  feel  good,  touch 
yourself!’’ 

Tastes,  Words  & Sounds 


Photo  by  Adam  Farcus 

By  Sabrina  DiRenzo 

Lit  candles,  soothing  music,  good 
friends  and  an  open  mtc  werejust  some 
of  the  many  elements  at  the  annual 
Taste,  Words  and  Sounds.  The  event 
was  held  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  15.  and 
was  presented  by  the  Office  of  Student 
Activities  (OSA). 

The  presenters  of  the  events  con- 
duct surveys  to  see  what  students 
would  enjoy  seeing  and  being  a part 
of.  The  number  one  response  of  what 
students  want  to  see  on  campus  is  al- 
most always  music.  Because  many 
consider  the  coffee  house  setting  the 
"hip"  place  to  be,  J JC  thought  it  would 
be  good  to  bring  that  into  the  school 
environment  to  attract  more  partici- 
pants. 

The  main  performer  was  David 
Wilner,  a man  who  definitely  knows 
what  it  feels  like  to  be  on  stage.  He 
was  originally  in  a band  called  Blind 
Man’s  Bluff  from  July  1996  through 
February  2002,  and  when  they  broke 
up,  he  decided  to  go  solo  and  tour  on 
his  own  to  show  off  his  talent. 

He  recently  recorded  his  first  solo 
album  last  September  and  released  it 
in  November.  Wednesday  night  was 
his  first  solo  appearance,  and  he  says 
he  likes  to  play  the  college  scene  since 
it  is  a great  way  to  get  your  name  out 
into  the  public. 

He  uses  real-life  experiences  for 
his  writing  and  shows  how  they  can 
be  related  to  the  universal  themes  in 
everyday  life. 

He  said  his  favorite  part  of  per- 
forming is  the  audience’s  reaction  and 
how  he  can  share  his  songs  and  move 
them  with  his  performance.  He  feels 


Change  the  World  of  Healthcare. ...Become  a 
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Help  People 

Gain  the  skills  to  assist  your  patients  to  achieve 
and  maintain  a healthy  lifestyle 

Income 

Earn  a substantial  salary  commensurate  with  your 
position  as  a Doctor  of  Chiropractic. 
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Be  Your  Own  Boss 

Most  Doctors  of  Chiropractic  are  in  private 
practice  working  an  average  of  40  hours  per  week 

Become  a Doctor 

Prestige,  respect  and  expanded  leadership 
opportunities  are  available  as  a Doctor  of 
Chiropractic. 

Call  Logan  College  of  Chiropractic  today  to 
change  the  world  of  healthcare! 
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so  lucky  to  be  able  to  do  something  he 
loves  so  much. 

Accompaning  Wilner  was  a group 
of  girls,  Anna  Schlafcr,  Andrea  Pierce 
and  Michelle  Hannant.  They  arc 
"David  Wilner  groupies,"  if  you  may 
They  arc  seriously  passionate  about  his 
music,  and  they  show  it  by  singing 
along,  bobbing  their  heads  and  danc- 
ing along  with  the  beat.  It  was  so  re- 
freshing to  sec  how  good  music  and 
good  friends  could  really  make  a good 
night. 

“I  respect  him  as  an  artist.  He  has 
a lot  of  talent,"  said  Schlafcr. 

Wilner  was  not  the  only  performer 
that  evening.  Drew  Duzinskas  went  on 
for  a good  1 0 to  1 5 minutes  on  a ram- 
bling story  about  himself  and  a goat 
playing  wifflc  golf.  On  occasion  he 
would  include  how  old  ladies  would 
stare  at  him  and  shake  their  heads.  He 
also  had  an  interesting  take  on  Burger 
King  and  how  you  can  triple  your  cho- 
lesterol for  98  cents. 

In  all  fairness,  Duzinskas  really 
showed  the  concept  of  an  open  mic 
night  just  by  going  up  on  stage  with 
nothing  prepared  and  letting  it  "flow." 
He  showed  that  you  don’t  have  to  be 
perfect  with  what  you  do,  just  as  long 
as  you  have  a good  time  doing  it 

Wilner  showed  the  other  side  of 
it  of  the  open  mic  concept,  by  show- 
ing that  there  is  way  to  get  yourself  out 
into  the  public  eye. 

They  both  made  the  “coffee 
house"  vibe  come  alive.  So  next  time 
you  sec  a flyer  about  OSA  putting  on 
an  open  mic  night  or  another  coffee 
house  event,  give  it  a try.  You  might 
sec  or  hear  something  you’ll  like 
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Campus  Police:  The  Rape 
Aggressions  Defense  Systems  will 
be  holding  a 12-hour  course  in  self- 
defense  tactics  to  prevent  sexual 
assault  The  class  is  open  to  women 
ages  16  and  over.  Classes  arc  of- 
fered on  four  consecutive  Thurs- 
days for  four  hours  each  class. 
Classes  are  on  Feb.  6,  1 3 and  20, 
from  6 p.m.  to  10  p.m.  There  is  a 
one  time  fee  of  S25  per  person. 
Classes  arc  limited  to  10  people  per 
class.  For  more  information  or  to 
make  reservations  for  a class  call 
280-2234  and  ask  for  Officer  Joe 
Sikora  or  CSA  Jennifer  Irigoycn 

Nursing  Student  Associa- 
tion: The  Nursing  Student  Asso- 
ciation will  sponsor  a blood  drive 
on  Monday,  Feb.  3.  from  10  a.m. 
to  2 p.m.  on  the  bridge. 

Office  of  Student  Activities. 
Mainstrcct  "The  Odyssey”  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  29  and 
Thursday,  Jan.  30,  from  10  a m.  to 
1 p.m.  on  the  C-G  Concourse. 

Peers  Promoting  Wellness: 
Peers  Promoting  Wellness  will  hold 
Sexual  Responsibility  Week  from 
Monday.  Feb  3,  thru  Friday,  Feb. 
7 on  the  bridge. 

Phi  Rho  Pi:  Phi  Rho  Pi  will 
hold  an  open  book  performance  on 
Friday,  Jan.  31,  from  I p.m.  to  3 
p.m.  in  the  theatre. 


BUY  ONE 

OF  OUR  JIMMY  JOHN'S  WORLD’S 
GREATEST  GOURMET  SUBS  ORCLURS 
AND  TWO  SODAS 

GET  ONE 

GOURMET  SUB  OR  CLUB  OF  EQUAL  VALUE 


MUST  SHOW  JJCI.D. 

GOOD  THROUGH  FEBRUARY  28, 2003' 
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1108  HOUBOLT  RO.  - 730.6048 
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BROWN  AND  THE 
JOLIETJUNIOR  COLLEGE 
PARTNERSHIP 


Brown  makes  working  part-time  and 
going  to  college  easy.  That's  because 
UPS  provides  its  student  employees 
with  financial  assistance  that  helps  pay 
for  tuition,  books  and  fees.  It's  called  the 
Earn  & Learn  Program.  Students  can  get 
as  much  as  $23,oo|i  toward  college 
expenses.  And  what's  more,  UPS  has 
partnerships  with  various  colleges  and 
universities,  to  help  keep  the  financial 
paperwork  simple,  including 
Joliet  Junior  College. 
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Junior  i 


UDS 


WHAT  CAN  BROWN  DO  FOR  YOU?5' 


To  learn  more  about  the  UPS  Earn  & Learn  Program  at 
Joliet  Junior  College,  contact  Lewis  Strange  at: 

708-387-4884  ext  5435 
www.upsjobs.com/chicago 


Part-time  Package  Handlers  enjoy  weekends  & holidays  off  • Earn  $8.50  per  hour,  with  increases  of  50C  after  90  days 
and  50C  after  one  year  • Get  up  to  $23,000  in  college  financial  assistance  through  the  UPS  Earn  & Learn  Program 
• Receive  outstanding  benefits  (medical/dental/life/40ik)  • And  much  more!  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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Powerful  ‘Willie  Lynch’  comes  to  JJC 


By  David  Ashby 


I I Murk  Williams  and  Ins  theater 
troupe,  the  Cultural  Messengers, 
brought  their  talent  to  JJC  on  January 
33  to  perform  the  Willie  Lynch  Letter, 
a show  based  on  a letter  written  by  a 
wealthy  plantation  owner  front  the 
West  Indies  in  1712. 

flic  performance,  w Inch  was  pre- 
sented by  Project  Achieve,  was  held 
in  accordance  with  other  events  held 
throughout  the  week  of  January  21  to 
commemorate  titc  anniversary  of  Mar- 
tin Luther  King. 

With  ju//y  music  throughout,  the 
Willie  Lynch  Letter  pros  cd  to  be  an  ab- 
sorbingund  bi/urrcmi\  of  song,  dance 
and  drama. 

The  biggest  highlight  of  the  show 
was  Williams,  who.  disguised  as  the 
original  Willie  Lynch,  read  the  entire 
letter  to  the  audience  in  the  most 
sneaky  voice. 

Though  Ins  manner  on  stage  was 
creepy,  the  most  disturbing  part  of  the 
performance  were  the  w ords  of  the  Ict- 


Phnio  by  David  Ashby 

ter  itself.  It  explains  in  cold  detail  about 
a “fool  proof  method  of  controlling" 
black  slaves.  Some  elements  include 
how  to  turn  slaves  against  one 
another  and!  why  it  is  bad  to 
rid  of  their  j'slock"  by  hang- 
ing. ! 

Other  memorable  mo- 
ments include  the  beautiful 
singing  of  Inctta  Visor,  who 
sang  numerous  songs,  and 
Cynthia  Maddox,  who  made 
many  short  speeches  in  be- 
tween the  singing  and  danc- 
y ,l,oio  ingPar,s 

In  her  first  speech,  she 
passionalclyiyclled.  "If  slime 
ihl'>  for  us  to  wake  up  black 


SPRING  BREAK  !! 

Cancun,  Acapulco.  Mazatlan,  San  Padre,  Jamaica.  Florida.  Bahamas 
tt  1 parties  with  exclusive  appearances  by  DJ  SKRIBBLE  and  SHAGGY!! 
Reliable  air  and  best  hotels. 

Call  800-787-3787  or  visit  www.studentexpress.cpm  for  details 


America." 

The  purpose  of  the  performance 
was  not  only  to  entertain  but  also  to 
educate.  A Iter  the  show . the  C ultural 
Messengers  clustered  together  on 
stage  to  have  a question  and  answer 
session  w ith  the  audience. 

Numerous  topics  were  dis- 
cussed. including  racism,  current 
events  and  the  importance  of  commu- 
nity and  family. 

They  also  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  learning  from  the  horrors  of 
the  past  to  prevent  people  from  re- 
peating those  same  mistakes  in  the 
future 

Visor  summed  up  the  entire  pur- 
pose of  the  performance  perfectly  by 
saying.  "I  believe  that  people  will  per- 
ish without  knowledge." 

Williams  created  the  Cultural 
Messengers  in  the  late  1960s  for  the 
purpose  of  spreading  knowledge  and 
education. 

JJC  was  the  first  stop  on  their 
2003  Lynch  Tour.  They  plan  to  con- 
tinue to  spread  their  message  to  other 
schools,  as  well  as  penal  institutions. 


‘About  Schmidt’  about  perfect 


Nicholson's  new  film 
bursting  with  emotion 


Aic$  NUiudson  w ill  make  you  w ant  to 
‘Schmidt;  vtntr  pains  in  tins  new  Jlicl' 

By  Andrew  llrubec 

Jack  Nicholson  stars  as  Warren 
Schmidt  in  this  touching  story  about 
moving  forward  in  life  After  retiring 
from  an;  insurance  company  that  he 
dedicated  all  of  his  time  to.  he  finds 
himself  analyzing  whether  or  not  he 


has  Icad'a  successful  life  He  questions 
if  his  cqrccr  and  family  life  were  all 
that  he  had  hoped  they  could  have 
been.  • 

His  daughter,  whom  lie  has  little 
relationship  with.  is  set  to  marry  a man 
that  lie  disapproves  of.  thus  setting  up 
a road  ItjiH  to  try  to  stop  the  wedding 
that  leads  to  a rc-cvalualion  of  Ins  life 
along  the  way 

I enjoyed  this  mov ie  from  start  to 
finish;  ui  had  it  all.  There  was  plenty 
of  comedy  in  the  film  that  had  me 
screaming  with  laughter  Schmidt's 
pen  pal  ijidugu  did  tin  About  Schmidt 
what  Wilson  the  volleyball  did  for  ( \ist 
Away.  Aiid  because  this  movie  is  in- 
tended tq  be  a dramu.  there  were  a lot 
of  moniants  when  I needed  to  subtly 
wipe  a tear  from  my  check. 

Unfortunately,  a lot  of  people  are 
under  till:  impression  that  this  movie 
is  for  an  older  audience,  and  that  may 
be  true,  bin  don't  let  that  stop  you  from 
going  tolsce  it.  And  just  in  case  you 
were  unaware.  Nicholson  won  a 
Golden  (jilobc  for  his  performance  as 
Schmidt  i 


'Are  you  Cooking  for  something 
iCiEW  ancC (EXCir’llCg  to  do  on 
a Tricfay  iCigfit ? 

JOLIET 

"mo;(otlege^ 

if  your  answer  is  YiES,  then  come join  the 
Culinary  Urts  department  of JoCiet Junior 
Cohfege  at  the  Renaissance  Center  for  our ... 

Triday  Wight  Out 
' Dinner  Series 

Call  Susan  at  (815)  280-1404 
for  Reservations 
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Lady  Wolves  not  giving  up 


By  Megan  Gilman 

After  a rough  first  half  of  the  sea- 
son. the  Lady  Wolves  came  back  to 
defeat  Wright  College  6 1 -51  on  Thurs- 
day. Jan.  23  in  Joliet. 

Earlier  in  the  season,  the  teams 
met  in  a battle  that  resulted  in  a loss 
lor  JJC.  In  that  game,  the  Rams  out 
rebounded  the  Wolves,  52-33.  and  shot 
70  percent  from  the  frcc-throw  line. 
One  of  the  Wolves'  top  players.  Kelly 
Pero.  fouled  out  with  12  minutes  still 
left  on  the  clock.  The  final  score  was 
59-79. 

When  the  teams  met  again,  the 
Wolves  were  full  of  passion  to  win. 
Once  again,  both  Pero  and  Candace 
Robinson  stepped  up  and  played  great 
games 

Pero  scored  a team  high  of  24 
points  and  had  four  assists.  She  cur- 


rently has  a total  of  287  points. 
104  assists.  64  rebounds  and  49 
steals.  Robinson  scored  10 
points  and  had  1 3 rebounds.  She 
also  recorded  her  third  straight 
double-double,  making  a total  of 
15  for  the  season. 

"I  thought  Kelly  did  a great 
job  of  attacking  the  basket  to- 
night," said  Head  Coach  Tony 
Gicsc.  "Candace  really  battled 
down  low  for  every  rebound, 
and  she  definitely  won  the  war 
in  the  post." 

Alison  Wilder  and  Jody 
Byers,  who  both  transferred  to 
JJC  form  Glen  Oaks  Commu- 
nity College  in  Michigan,  also  contrib- 
uted to  the  win.  Wilder  scored  six 
points,  while  Byers  scored  nine. 

Although  the  Lady  Wolves'  next 
two  games  arc  at  home  and  the  mo- 
mentum is  definitely  favoring  them, 
their  N4C  record  is  still  0-4.  Hope- 
fully they  will  be  able  to  change  the 
record  as  they  once  again  face  the  Col- 
Icgcof  DuPage  on  Saturday.  Feb.  I,  at 
I p.m.  in  Joliet. 

The  last  time  the  two  teams  met. 
the  Wolves  lost  44-68.  The  Chapar- 
rals have  a record  of  1 1 -4  overall,  while 
the  Wolves  have  a record  of  7-14. 

Their  guard.  Nikisha  Shaw,  really 
stands  out.  She  has  269  points,  31  as- 
sists, 178  rebounds  and  63  steals  for 
the  season. 

The  game  looks  to  be  very  excit- 
ing, especially  with  two  great  point 
guards  like  Pero  and  Shaw  to  watch. 


HLETES  OF  THE  ISSUE 


Sophomore  forward  Eddie  Small  has  helped  lead  the 
meu's  basketball  team  to  a 18-4 -record  this  season.  He 
currently  has  a total  of  98  points.  16  assists  and  52  rebounds. 
Small,  a graduate  of  RomeovtUe  High  School,  is  the  second 
highest  scorer  and  has  the  second  most  rebounds  on  the  team. 
"Gordon  (Morgan)  and  Eddie  always  give  us  a solid  effort, 
which  just  makes  us  that  much  better."  said  Coach  Kuhn 


Gordon  Morgan 


Gordon  Morgan,  a sophomore  guard,  has  helped  push  the 
men's  basketball  team  into  a ranking  of  sixth  in  the  NJCAA 
Division  111  this  season.-  He  currently  has  a total  of  103 
points.  13  assists.  19  rebounds  and  10  steals.  Morgan,  a 
graduate  of  Kokomo  High  School  in  Indiana,  was  also  chosen 
as  a NJCAA  Preseason  First  Team  All-American.  He  is 
proving  to  be  a great  asset  to  JJC's  winning  men's 
basketball  team, 


By  Megan  Gilman 


Men’s  basketball  ranked  6th  in  NJCAA 


Oscar  Mathias  lalhnutales  an  opponent. 


By  Megan  Gilman 

As  of  Jan.  2 1 . the  JJC  men's  bas- 
ketball team  was  ranked  sixth  in  the 
NJCAA  league.  The  team  is  currently 
1 8-4  overall  and  is  constantly  making 
progress.  The  Wolves’  grueling  sched- 
ule scents  to  have  had  no  effect  on 
them  at  all.  since  they  have  won  six  of 
their  last  seven  games.  They  have  al- 
ready survived  four  tournaments  and 
eight  consecutive  road  games. 

On  Jan.  23,  the  Wolves  played 
Robert  Morris  College  for  the  second 
time  this  season.  The  first  time  the 


teams  met.  JJC  walked  away  victori- 
ous with  a 99-72  win.  The  first  half 
was  slow  for  the  Wolves,  but  with  ten 
minutes  left  in  the  half  they  had  a 36- 
17  run. 

The  Wolves  proved  again  that  they 
were  a force  to  be  reckoned  with  on 
Jan.  23  when  they  defeated  Robert 
Moms  College,  95-85.  With  the  win 
they  continue  a perfect  home  record 
of  10-0 

Leading  the  Wolves  were  Gordon 
Morgan  and  Michal  Vavrek.  Morgan 
scored  a team  high  of  20  points  and 
had  five  assists.  Vavrek  scored  19 
points  and  had  12  rebounds. 

"I  really  thought  Michal  played 
just  awesome  for  us  tonight,"  said 
Head  Coach  Joe  Kuhn  “Gordon  had 
an  off-mght  as  far  as  shooting  goes, 
but  lie  still  turned  in  decent  numbers 
for  us." 

Also  contributing  to  the  win  was 
Chris  Wesby.  He  recorded  1 3 points 
against  the  Eagles. 

The  Wolves  hope  to  continue  their 
winning  ways  when  they  face  defend- 
ing NJCAA  Division  III  National 


Champions.  College  of  DuPage.  m 
Joliet  on  Feb.  I at  7 p.m.  The  last  lime 
these  two  teams  met,  JJC  recorded  its 
first  regular  season  win  of  72-67  in 
Glen  Ellyn. 

When  asked  how  he  feels  about 
his  team's  success  Kuhn  replied,  "Be- 
ing 18-4  is  great,  but  we  arc  focused 
on  achieving  a lot  more  than  that  this 
season.”  Maybe  JJC  will  celebrate 
two  national  championships  this  year. 


Ear!  Hughes  goes  up  for  a think 


I’holo  by  Adam  Farcus 


Our  technology 
graduates  advance  at 

the  speed 
of  light. 

Roosevelt's  undergraduate  and  graduate  programs 
in  Computer  Science,  leleconimunications  and 
Web  Technology  offer  a unique  blend  of  theorv 
and  hands-on  learning  taught  by  professionals 
who  practice  what  they  teach.  A complete  range 
of  day,  evening  and  weekend  classes  at  our  Loop 
and  Schaumburg  campuses — 
including  online  options — lets 
you  decide  when  and  where  t< 
study.  With  a Roosevelt  degree 
you'll  move  ahead  in  a flash. 
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Comanda  takes  command  of  JJC  police  department 


Chief  Peler  Comanda  is  ready  lo  enforce  the  law  al  JJC.  Look  out! 

Photo  by  Brian  Delaney 


by  Brian  Delaney 

On  Dec.  1 6, 2002,  Peter  Comanda 
of  New  Lenox  was  sworn  in  as  the  new 
police  chief  for  the  JJC  police  depart- 
ment. Chief  Comanda’s  title  also  in- 
cludes being  the  director  of  campus 
safety  and  security.  He  has  filled  the 
position  left  open  by  former  Chief 
Steven  Bennett,  who  left  in  April  of 
2002.  Commander  Melvin  Cornelius 
was  the  acting  chief  from  April  to  De- 
cember. 

Currently,  Comanda  is  working  on 
an  extensive  reconstruction  plan  for  the 
department.  Primarily,  there  are  three 
major  issues  that  all  need  equal  atten- 
tion, including  manpower,  equipment 
and  space. 

When  asked  his  opinion  on  issu- 
ing firearms  to  the  campus  police, 
Comanda  commented  that  in  order  to 
perform  all  levels  of  police  work,  fire- 
arms are  necessary.  He  also  stated  that 
it  is  good  that  the  police  are  currently 
conditioned  to  act  in  dangerous  condi- 
tions without  a weapon,  but  sometimes 
a situation  can  arise  where  a firearm  is 
needed. 

Although  some  argue  that  adding 
guns  to  a school  environment  is  wrong, 
the  issue  at  hand  is  about  arming  po- 
lice officers,  not  security  guards.  The 
campus  police  are  state  certified  and 
go  through  the  same  training  that  Joliet 
police  officers  go  through. 

Before  becoming  JJC’s  police 
chief,  Comanda  served  for  25  years  on 


the  Country  Club  Hills  police  depart- 
ment until  his  retirement  in  2000.  Com- 
mand said  becoming  a police  officer 
appealed  to  him,  because  of  his  desire 
to  help  people  in  need.  In  the  late 


1970s,  Comanda  applied  al  five  area 
police  stations  before  accepting  the  job 
at  Country  Club  Hills. 

Starting  off  as  a patrolman  in 
1977,  Comanda  quickly  worked  his 


way  through  the  ranks,  joining  the  de- 
tectives unit  in  1983.  In  1992, 
Comanda  was  promoted  to  sergeant, 
and  was  made  acting  chief  in  1993, 
then  lieutenant  in  1994.  Peter  Comanda 
said  he  enjoyed  his  time  being  a po- 
liceman there  due  to  the  smaller  size 
of  the  department,  which  allowed  for  a 
wide  variety  of  work.  During  his  ser- 
vice to  Country  Club  Hills,  he  received 
the  very  prestigious  Cook  County 
Sheriffs  Law  Enforcement  Medal  of 
Honor  for  outstanding  services  and 
professionalism. 

Previous  to  his  police  service, 
Comanda  originally  had  an  interest  in 
animal  biology.  In  fact,  he  raises  snakes 
for  a hobby  and  even  loaned  a few  to 
the  Veterinary  Department  here  at  JJC. 

Comanda  has  had  a well-rounded 
educational  experience.  As  a result  of 
his  parents’  careers  taking  them  to 
many  cities,  he  managed  to  go  to  jun- 
ior high  in  Italy  and  attend  high  school 
in  New  Jersey  and  North  Carolina.  He 
completed  his  college  education  at 
Trinity  Christian  College  and  Calumet 
College,  receiving  a degree  in  law  en- 
forcement administration.  Comanda 
also  attended  the  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity School  of  Police  Staff  and  Com- 
mand. 

He  said  he  is  proud  to  be  part  of 
the  JJC  community. 

“I  enjoyed  the  welcome  here  by 
the  staff  and  students,"  he  said.  “This 
is  a good  department  considering  what 
we  have  lo  work  with.” 


Sexual  responsibility:  the  focus  of  a week’s  events  at  JJC 


By  Margaret  Bochle 


•s  addresses  students  during  the  Leadership  Session  on  Diversity. 

Photo  by  Adam  F arcus 


Wednesday’s  Sex-Line  Talk  Show 
generated  the  largest  turnout  of  the 
week,  with  around  20  to  30  students 
sitting  in  the  audience  and  many  oth- 
ers hanging  around  for  a few  minutes 
between  classes. 

Answers  were  given  by  a panel 
made  up  of  JJC  faculty  members  Dr 
Roya  Falahi,  Kate  Lopez-Gilmore  and 
Dr.  Edward  Senu-Oke,  as  well  as  two 
employees  of  the  Will  County  Health 
Department  (WCHD),  Roxiana  Fuqua 
and  Ivan  Harris. 

The  talk  show  brought  about  some 
very  interesting  questions,  especially 
with  its  active  audience. 

Topics  discussed  included 
condoms,  situations  which  might  lead 
to  sex  (and  staying  out  of  them),  sexu- 
ally transmitted  diseases  (STDs),  pap 
smears.  Magic  Johnson’s  sex  life,  the 
morning  after  pill,  prevention  programs 
al  the  Will  County  Health  Department, 
human  sexuality  courses  and  when  and 
how  to  explain  all  of  this  to  children. 

On  Thursday,  the  Leadership  Ses- 
sion on  Diversity  was  given  by  Anissa 
Jones,  the  director  of  student  activities. 


Sexual  Responsibility  Week, 
sponsored  by  Peers  Promoting 
Wellness  (PPW)  and  Gays,  Lesbians, 
Bisexuals,  and  Friends  (GLBAF), 
showcased  a series  of  events  during  the 
week  of  Feb.  3-7  to  educate  the  stu- 
dent body  about  current  issues  involv- 
ing sex. 

The  week  opened  with  Deborah 
Niemann-Boehle,  who  spoke  to  the  stu- 
dents about  internet  safely.  She  recom- 
mends keeping  all  personal  informa- 
tion secure  from  others  online.  She  also 
says  that  if  you  are  looking  for  love 
online,  it  would  be  best  to  join  a group 
with  which  you  have  an  interest  (i.e., 
gardening  or  Anime,  etc.)  rather  than  a 
generic  "looking  for  love”  group. 

“Everyone  uses  the  internet,”  said 
Pam  Dilday,  adviser  for  PPW.  "An,d 
protecting  yourself  is  a very  important 

On  Tuesday,  students  were  given 
the  chance  to  partake  in  the  Relation- 


Participanls  get  lo  know  their  partners  in 


had  a great  time.  With  two  friends 
back-to-back,  five  questions  were 
asked. 

The  contestants  would  answer  for 
themselves  as  well  as  their  partner,  and 
when  the  answers  were  given,  many 
were  amused  to  see  how  few  gave  the 
cortect  answer. 


The  discussion  included  different  ways 
to  be  more  accepting  of  diversity,  like 
greeting  everyone  you  meet,  participat- 
ing in  different  clubs,  becoming  edu- 
cated about  other  cultures  and  noting 
(he  reality  of  discrimination. 

“I  think  that  hate  breeds  hate  and 
violence  breeds  violence,"  said  student 
Jade  Phillips. 

Friday's  speaker,  Lisa  Tonna,  the 
director  of  advocacy  and  legislative 
affairs  at  Horizons,  a Lesbian,  Gay, 
Bisexual,  and  Transgender  (LGBT) 
outreach  program,  focused  on  discrimi- 
natory violence  against  the  LGBT  com- 
munity. 

Tonna  focused  most  on  the  root  of 
the  problem:  unequal  legal  rights. 
Tonna  says  that  if  we  establish  laws 
against  gay  marriage,  it  will  lead  to  dis- 
crimination. 

Also,  she  said  that  homophobia 
and  heterosexism  arc  the  invention  - 
and  therefore  the  responsibility  - of 
non-LGBT  people. 

Dilday,  the  coordinator  of  student 
activities/holistic  wellness,  hopes  that 
the  events  of  the  week  will  "increase 
awareness  in  a topic  that  affects  cvery- 

She  added,  “The  topics  we  se- 
lected were  a combination  of  requests 
from  Gay,  Straight  Alliance  and  PPW 
and  other  students." 


Deborah  Niemann-Boehle  discusses 
internet  dating. 
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Despite  Columbia  di 


et  ^Vzeiv 


exploration  must  con 


On  tile  morning  of  Feb  {,  an  im- 
mense tragedy  bit  the  United  States 
and  the  world.  While  re-entering  the 
Earth’s  atmosphere,  the  Columbia 
space  shuttle  and  Its  crew  of  seven 
astronauts  (six  Americans  and  one  Is- 
raeli) perished  in  the  atmosphere  as 
the  spacecraft  disintegrated  into  a gi- 
ant fireball. 

Since  then,  NASA  has  come  un- 
der extensive  scrutiny  by  the  govern- 
ment and  the  media,  and  though  the 
future  of  spaceflight  seems  in  ques- 
tion, it  is  til  the  opinion  of  this  news-'- 
paperthat  space  exploration  must  con- 
ic. However,  before  another  astro- 
naut is  launched  into  the  cosmos, 
NASA  needs  to  re-examine  its  priori- 
ties and  its  purpose. 

With  the  end  of  the  Cold  War  and 
less  publicsupport,  space  exploration 
has  taken  a backseat  in  public  policy 
(lie  past  20  to  30  years.  NASA  had 
, heyday  in  the  1960s.  as  the  United 
States  successfully  won  the  “space 
~ against  the  Soviet  Union  by 
landing  men  on  the  moon  first. 


However,  since  then  the  only 
space  programs  that  NASA  has  really 
pul  much  time  and  effort  in  has  been 
the  Skylab  program  in  the  I9?0s.  the 
space  shuttle  program  in  die  I980S  and 
1990s.  and  just  recently  in  the  comple- 
tion of  an  international  space  station; 

Some  people  would  say  that  space 
exploration  has  no  purpose  and  that  it 
is  just  a waste  of  time  and  money  How- 
ever, both  of  these  thoughts  are  wrong. 
Without  space  exploration,  we  would 
not  be  able  to  use  cell  plumes  or  satel- 
lite dishes. 

Without  space  exploration,  we 
would  not  have  made  so  many  ad- 
vanecs  in  so  many sciences,  including 
meteorology,  biology,  chemistry  and 
physics,  among  many  others.  And  with 
advancements  in  these  fields,  space 
exploration  lias  opened  doors  for  more 
job  opportunities  for  people 

Finally,  w ithoul  space  exploration, 
we  would  not  be  able  to  achieve  the 
seemingly  impossible. 

For  example,  lauding  a man  on 
the  moon  bad  been  a merely  a dream 


amongcivihmions  for  centuries.  How- 
ever, dial  dream  became  a reality  in 
1969,  when  Neil  Armstrong  and  Buzz 
Aldrin  became  the  first  men  in  history 
to  walk  on  die  moon. 

Space  exploration,  is  more  than 
just  sending  rockets  into  space  It  is  a 
means  for  wonder,  excitement  and 
hope. 

Just  the  thought  of  walking  on  a 
distant  planet  sends  awe  and  astonish- 
ment through  most  people’s  bodies. 
This  is  the  most  important  reason  Tor 
space  exploration  lo  continue:  to 
achieve  the  seemingly  impossible  and 
advance  man's  slate  in  die  universe 

However,  before  any  of  this  takes 
place,  NASA  fond  our  country  for  that 
matter)  needs  to  sit  down  and  re-evalu- 
ate  its  priorities  and  its  purpose.  Be- 
tween 1981  and  2003.  M3  shuttle 
launches  have  been  conducted. 

But  die  question  that  diis  newspa- 
per asks  is  why  has  NASA  only  focused 
dieir  time  and  money  on  the  shuttle  pro- 
gram when  ihey  could  have  been  fo- 
cusing on  more  noteworthy  programs . 


like  a return  to  the  Moon 
or  a manned  expedition  to 
Mars. 

Certainly  money 
play s a big  role  in  NASA’s 
budget,  and  government 
funds  towards  America's 
space  organizations  lias 
declined  in  recent  years 

However,  our  entire 
country  needs  reflect  on 
die  purpose  of  our  space 
program.  We  need  to  iden- 
tify why  we  have  these 
space  programs  and  what 
goals  do  we  wish  to  ac- 
complish by  them 

In  this  newspaper's 
opinion,  our  country  could 
be  doing  so  much  mote 
with  NASA,  and  to  c 
tinue  loaccomplish  the  im-  v" 
possible  and  go  where  n 
men  have  gone  before,  w,  „ , 

must  holdNASA  aj.d  our  , , ... 

. . members  of  I he  wace  shuttle  C oh 

space  missions  in  a higher  .-•.•/••.•.•.•-a 
light-  ‘ . 


Number  one  threat  to  women’s  safety  is  not  something  to  ignore 


By  Jessica  Harvey 

It’s  the  crime  with  the  least  num- 
ber of  convictions,  oftentimes  not  re- 
ported and  even  considered  acceptable 
to  some  people;  yet,  it  affects  every- 
one at  some  point  in  their  life. 

Domestic  violence  is  the  number 
one  health  threat  to  women  in  the 
United  Slates. 

The  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion estimates  that  over  four  million 
women  are  victims  of  severe  assaulis 
by  boyfriends  and  husbands  each  year 
and  about  one  in  four  women  will  be 
abused  by  a partner  in  her  lifetime,  ac- 
cording to  a 1993  Bureau  of  Justice 
Statistics. 


There  is  also  a common  miscon- 
ception that  physical  violence  is  most 
likely  committed  by  a stranger.  How- 
ever, this  is  completely  untrue. 

About  76  percent  of  women  over 
the  age  of  1 8 who  reported  being  raped 
and/or  physically  assaulted  were  vic- 
timized by  a current  or  former  husband, 
cohabitating  partner,  dale  or  boyfriend, 
according  to  a 1998  Bureau  of  Justice 

With  these  startling  statistics,  you 
may  wonder  why  the  woman  stays  in  a 
position  where  her  life  and  possibly  her 
children’s  lives  are  in  danger.  The  an- 
swer lo  this  question  does  not  have  a 
simple  answer, 

The  most  prevalent  reason  why 
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women  stay  in  abusive  relationships  is 
fear.  According  to  the  FBI,  up  to  40 
percent  of  female  homicides  in  any 
given  year  occur  when  the  woman  de- 
cides to  leave  an  abusive  relationship. 
If  a woman  plans  to  leave  an  abuser,  a 
safety  plan  should  be  prepared  before 
leaving. 

Lack  of  resources  is  another  rea- 
son why  victims  of  abuse  are  afraid  to 
leave.  Oftentimes  abusers  are  control- 
ling, so  the  victim  lacks  a support  sys- 
tem. Therefore,  she  is  left  without  fam- 
ily or  friends,  and  she  becomes  finan- 
cially and  psychologically  dependant 
on  the  abuser. 

While  some  people  may  under- 
stand that  domestic  abuse  is  emotion- 
ally taxing  for  the  victims  and  their 
families,  they  may  not  realize  the  fi- 
nancial burden  that  these  terrible  acts 

According  to  a 1992  American 
Medical  Association  report,  family 
violence  costs  the  nation  from  $5  to 
SI0  billion  annually  in  medical  ex- 
penses, police  and  court  costs,  shelters 
and  foster  care,  sick  leave,  absentee- 
ism and  non-productivity. 

There  are  some  people  who  be- 
lieve that  domestic  abuse  is  somewhat 
trivial  and  not  a very  serious  crime,  but 
these  people  couldn’t  be  more  wrong. 
According  to  a 1998  U.S.  Department 
of  Justice  report  on  Data  onrGrmes 


by  Current  or  Former  Spouses.  Boy- 
friends and  Girlfriends.  3 1 ,260 
women  were  murdered  by  an  intimate 
from  1976-1996. 

And  according  to  the  FBI,  in 
1996,  among  all  female  murder  vic- 
tims in  the  U.S. , 30  percent  were  slain 
by  their  husbands  or  boyfriends. 

Now  that  you  know  that  domes- 
tic abuse  is  a common,  serious  and 
often  unreported  crime,  you  may  be 
wondering  whal  you  can  do  to  help 
assist  victims  of  this  crime. 

If  this  is  an  issue  that  is  impor- 
tant to  you  and  if  you  want  to  make  a 
difference,  there  are  many  charities 
and  shelters  where  you  can  volunteer 
your  time  or  make  a donation. 

The  Guardian  Angel  Home  of 
Joliet  offers  many  valuable  services 
to  victims  of 


abuse.  It  provides  a safe  and  tempo- 
rary shelter  for  abused  women  and  their 
children,  a sexual  assault  service  cen- 
ter, foster  care  providers  and  children 
and  youth  enrichment  programs.  For 
further  information  about  die  Guard- 
ian Angle  Home,  please  call  729-0930. 

A good  information  resource  is  the 
Illinois  Coalition  Against  Domestic 
Violence.  You  can  visit  their  website 
at  http:/Avww.ilcadv.ore/  and  if  you  or 
someone  you  know  needs  help,  the 
national  domestic  violence  ^hotline  is 
1-800-799-3224.  Also,  a list  of  Illinois 
area  shelters  can  be  found',  at  http:// 
.jl.-.u^/programs/ 


a I e 


Help  out  a friend  if  they  are  abused. 


nrogcountv.pdf. 

If  you  know  people  who  may  be 
in  abusive  relationships,  let  them  know 
that  you  are  Ithere  for 
care  and  support  And 
if  they  want  professional 
help,  provide  them  with 
information  on  shelters 
and  charities  that  can 
help  them  leave  their 
abusers. 

Remember  that  ig- 
norance only  helps  fuel 
the  problems'  at  hand, 
and  you  wonlt  accom- 
plish anything  by  pre- 
tending that  t|iese  trag- 
edies don't  exist. 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  6f  the 
letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  td  edit 
letters  for  space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or 
by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  H-1015B. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone  number: 

280-2313 

E-mail:  blazer@jjc.edu 
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QUESTION  OF  THE  ISSUE: 

WHAT  IS  YOUR.  BIGGEST  FEAR? 


A ml 

j Mcaghan  Quinlan 


"My  biggest  fear  is  public 
speaking  and  giving 
critiques.  " 


Apis  Nikrodhanond 

" George  W.  Bush!" 


"I'm  scared  of  being  stuck 
at  JUCO  for  the  rest  of  my 
life.  ” 


Dan  Price 

"Being  embarassed  in  front 
of  a lot  of people.  " 


"Our  government  becoming 
loo  corrupt.  " 


Take  the  next  step. 
Transfer  to 


Dynamic  daycare  at  JJC  E.C.C. 


By  Mariccla  Paramo 


A drawing  by  Hen  h arcus,  youngster. 


The  Joliet  Junior  College’s  Early 
Childhood  Center  has  been  a program 
ofTered  by  the  college  since  1 90 1 when 
JJC  was  initiated  as  a community  col- 
lege. It  is  a program  primarily  for  stu- 
dents, both  full  and  part-time.  Though, 
when  enrollment  is  low,  the  center  also 
accepts  children  from  the  community. 
The  purpose  is  to  provide  learning  op- 
portunities and  supervision  while  the 
parents  attend  school. 

During  daycare,  the  children  inter- 
act with  other  children.  Some  of  the 
activities  that  are  provided  include  les- 
sons that  teach  the  children  about  writ- 
ing, science,  math  and  music.  They  are 
taught  in  both  small  and  large  groups. 


The  children  are  also  allowed  free 
playtime,  a lunch  and  a time  for  nap- 
ping. Lunch,  which  is  prepared  by  the 
college  cafeteria,  is  cooked  to  meet  the 
nutritional  needs  of  a child.  For  safely 
purposes,  the  doors  remain  locked  and 
during  each  visit  to  the  center,  the  par- 
ents must  sign  their  child  in  and  out. 

In  order  to  register  a child  for 
daycare,  the  child  must  be  between 
three  and  five  years  of  age.  and  the 
parents  must  be  able  to  provide  an  im- 
munization record.  Also,  the  child  must 
attend  at  least  two  hours  for  two  times 
per  week.  The  fee  for  registration  is  S20 
per  family  during  each  semester.  Other 
fees  include  S3  for  every  hour  the  child 
attends  or  a S21  maximum  charge  per 
day.  If  the  child  attends  during  lunch- 
time, there  is  a S2  charge  per  day,  but 
this  fee  can  be  waived  if  the  child  quali- 
fies. 

Registration  can  be  taken  by 
phone  at  (8 1 5)  280-2280  or  in  person 
at  the  daycare  center  located  in  room 
B-I00I.  Since  space  is  limited,  regis- 
tration will  be  taken  until  the  center 
reaches  its  maximum  capacity. 


Spring  is  Hot! 

Where  Can  You  Get  a Pair  of 
Coo I Hipster  Jeans  and  a Great 
'' ' ■*  Tank  for  Under  $20? 

Shop  at  Plato's  Closet  for  the  hottest  clothes 
in  town.  Come  see  our  great  selection  of 
shorts,  tees  and  tanks.  At  Plato's  Closet  we 
buy  and  sell  both  new  and  lightly-used  brand 
name  clothes  so  it's  easy  to  look  cool  and 
save  money  at  the  same  timel 
We  have  tons  of. 

Abercrombie  & Fitch,  American  Eagle, 
Arden,  Banana,  Bebe,  CK,  Charlotte 
Russe,  DKNY,  Diesel,  Express,  Gap,  LEI, 
Levi,  Doc  Marten,  Mudd,  Tommy  Hilfiger, 

and  much  more. 

Paying  CASH  for  Coot  Clothes  Daily 

PLATO'S 

CL@SET’ 

Joliet  - Rt  30  8 C aton  F arm  R d 81 5-577-2726 
Downers  Grove- Off  1-55,  on  75*31,  between 
Cass  Ave  and  Rt  83, 630-230-0082 
Naperville  - Rt  59/Fox  Valley  630428-0900 
Store  hours.  JO-8,  Sat  JO-6,  Sun  12-6 
wwwplatosclosef.com 


• Named  year  after  year  as  one  of  "America's  Best 
Colleges"  by  U.S.  News  & World  Report 

• Personalized  education:  average  class  size  is  16 

• More  than  50  majors,  minors,  and  programs  of  study 

• Conveniently  located  on  the  north  side  of  Chicago 

• Generous  transfer  scholarships  available — up  to  $7,000  per  year — plus  the 
$2,000  Phi  Theta  Kappa  scholarship  for  qualified  students 

• Member  of  the  CCIW  athletic  conference 

■ Nationally  recognized  Urban  Outreach  program 

Get  a free  transfer  credit  evaluation  and  find  out  more  about  how 
North  Park  serves  the  special  needs  and  interests  of  transfer  students 
at  special  Information  Sessions.  Call  for  visit  dates. 

For  more  information,  call 
(773)  244-5516  or  (800)  888-6728 
or  email  rberki-01@northpark.edu. 

Nursing  students  call  Trevor 
James  at  (773)  244-5508  or 
email  tjames@northpark.edu 

Apply  online  at 
www.northpark.edu 


NORTH  PARK 
UNIVERSITY 

Preparing  students  for 

lives  of  significance  and  service 

3225  West  Foster  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois  60625 


DISCOUNT  RECORDS 


WE  BUY  & SELL  NEW  & USED 


2,  OFF  ’ f$^OFF 


CDS  DVDS 

^OOFF^1 

i * / i 

ALL  NEW 

| CD'S/DVD’S/VIDEO  GAMES  | 

. $11.99  & UP 

| Excluding  Sale  Items  | 
with  Coupon  y 
Exp.  6/30/03  J 


VIDEOGAMES 

I nutT'l 


, ALL  USED 

I CD'S/DVD'S/VIDEO  GAMES  | 

$5.95  & UP 

| Excluding  Sale  Items  | 
with  Coupon  u 
Exp.  6/30/03  J 


Largest  Selection  of 
NEW  & USED 
IVIusie  5SS 
DON'T  FORGET  SUPER  TUESDAYS 
ALL  NON-SALE  CD'S  $1.00  OFF 


FRANKFORT  - Rt.  30  & La  Grange  - (815)  464-5444 
HOMEWOOD  - Hoisted  & Ridge  - (708)  799-9900 
MATTESON  - Rt.  30  fit  Governors  - (708)  481-4550 
MIDLOTHIAN  - 148th  & Cicero  - (708)  687-6060 
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JJC  takes  another  shot  at  the  referendum 


fessor  of  the  School  of  Art 
at  Illinois  State  University. 
Butler's  work  is  included  in 
more  than  160  public  col- 
lections, including  the  Chi- 
cago Art  Institute  and  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  juror’s  critique 
and  award  presentation  will 
be  held  at  the  closing  recep- 
tion in  the  LRC  Gallery  on 
Feb.  21 , at  I p m.  Con- 
gratulations are  in  order  for 
Erika  Konopack,  whose  un- 
titled painting  won  best  of 
the  show  and  a merit  award. 
Other  JJC  students  who  . 


Glorified-Objecls. 

Art  and  culinary  arts 
students  among 
recognized 

by  Geralyn  Caravan 

Joliet  Junior  College  students  in 
the  art  department  and  culinary.art’s 
program  came  away  with  big  wins  this 
past  month. 

Twenty-one  art  students  from 
Joliet  Junior  College  submitted  their 
artwork  to  the  Illinois  Community  Col- 
lege Juried  Art  Exhibition  of2003.  This 
exhibition  is  a competition  open  to  art 
students  enrolled  at  community  col- 
leges across  Illinois. 

This  year,  the  show  consisted  of 
74  pieces  of  art  from  ten  Illinois  col- 
leges. The  artwork  is  on  display  and 
open  to  the  public  at  the  LRC  Gallery 
of  Kankakee  Community  College  from 
Feb.  3 thru  Feb.  21. 

The  juror  of  this  year’s  exhibition 
was  James  Butler,  distinguished  pro- 


awards were 
Dunne,  Adam 
Farcus  and  Allison  Macicr. 

JJC  art  students  weren't  the  only 
winners  this  month.  Culinary  art  stu- 
dents also  won  awards  at  an  ice-sculpt- 
ing competition  at  the  Zehnders 
Snowfesl  2003,  in  Frankenmuth, 
Michigan,  held  Jan.  30  thru  Feb.  2. 

There  were  16  two-person  teams 
representing  schools  from  such  places 
as  Mexico,  Colorado  and  Rhode  Is- 
land, as  well  as  students  from  the  Art 
Institute  of  Chicago  and  our  own  Toliet 
Junior  College. 

Kevin  Hincks  of  JJC,  took  home 
two  Bronze  medals  for  his  realistic 
sculptures  of  a Heron  on  Ice  and  of  a 
Puppy  on  a Dock. 

Hincks  and  Vince  Butti  worked  as 
a team  to  create  a Buddha  and  won 
overall  fourth  place. 

Tia  Willis  and  Brad  Elston  worked 
together  to  create  an  abstract  sculpture. 
This  sculpture,  along  with  their  swans 
and  female  figure  reaching  for  a star 
provided  them  with  the  points  to  place 
an  overall  sixth  place. 


City  Center  seeks  new  parking 


By  Margaret  Bochlc 

The  lot  at  269  N.  Chicago  Street, 
currently  set  up  as  a restaurant  named 
"Valerie’s,"  has  the  possibility  to  be- 
come the  new  faculty  and  staff  park- 
ing lot  at  the  JJC  City  Center  Campus. 

The  parking  will  also  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  City  Center's  on-site  cater- 
ing facility,  which  also  has  a ballroom 
for  weddings  and  other  activities.  The 
additional  parking  - especially  in 
downtown  Joliet  - can  only  help  the 
business,  the  profits  from  which  sup- 
port the  culinary  arts  program. 

But  building  a new  parking  lot  is 
more  difficult  than  it  may  seem  at  first. 
Getting  new  parking  in  downtown 
Joliet  is  a very  long  process  - just  ob- 
taining ihe  land  can  take  anywhere 
from  three  to  six  months.  First,  the  col- 
lege  must  negotiate  terms  with  the 


seller.  The  college  must  contact  the  Il- 
linois Community  College  Board 
(ICCB)  to,get  approval  for  the  pur- 
chase, and  then  again  for  the  final  ap- 
proval to  acquire  land.  Community 
colleges  cannot  acquire  land  without 
approval  from  the  ICCB. 

Andy  Mihelich,  the  associate  vice 
president  for  extended  campuses,  says 
that  getting  this  land  is  "extremely  criti- 
cal” to  the  future  of  the  city  center  cam- 
pus in  downtown  Joliet. 

"Just  like  the  main  campus,  we  are 
experiencing  growth,"  Mihelich  said. 

Given  that  JJC’s  headcount  has 
reached  12,904  as  of  Fall  2002, 
Mihelich  has  due  reason  to  feel  the 
need  for  more  parking.  More  students 
means  the  need  for  more  faculty  to 
teach  them,  and  the  30  new  parking 
spaces  that  269  N.  Chicago  Street 
could  provide  the  college  could  be  in- 
valuable. 


mm  # hcmico  # Jamaica 
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By  David  Ashby 

The  JJC  Board  of  Trustees 
decided  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  21,  to 
place  a referendum  on  the  April 
I ballot  that  would  ask  voters  to 
approve  a two-cent  tax  increase 
in  the  operations  and  mainte- 
nance fund.  If  passed,  the  added 
two  million  per  year  that  will  be 
generated  will  be  used  to  update 
and  repair  JJC’s  30-year-old  in- 
frastructure, which  is  aging  and 
losing  its  effectiveness. 

According  to  SeaverTarulis, 
the  director  of  the  Physical  Plant, 
the  costs  for  repairing  and  updat- 
ing the  existing  infrastructure 
costs  about  S2.5  million  a year. 
However,  the  Physical  Plant  also 
has  a backlog  of  S30  million  of 
repairs  that  need  to  be  taken  care  of  as 
soon  as  possible. 

"We  are  maxed  out,"  said  Tarulis. 
“We  need  to  address  the  problem  now." 

If  the2-cent  increase  is  passed,  the 
backlog  of  money  will  be  wiped  out  in 
around  1 5 years,  and  the  Physical  Plant 
will  be  able  to  keep  pace  with  repairs 
and  maintenance  that  need  to  be  done, 
says  Tarulis. 

The  referendum  will  also  help 


Will  it  he  constructioin  li 


form  a program  of  preventive  mainte- 


ness  services.  If  passed, 
the  annual  tax  impact  will 
be  around  $6.67  a year  for 
th& owner  of  a $100,000 
home  and  around  $ 1 0 for 
the  owner  of  a $ 1 50,000 
home. 

However,  many  ob- 
stacles may  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  approval  of  the 
referendum.  Some  of  the 
concerns  among  the 
college's  administration 
and  the  Board  of  Trustees 
include  the  poor 
economy,  the  possible 
war  with  Iraq  and  the 
other  schools  around  the 
area  tljat  may  place  their 
own  referendums  on  the 
April  I ballot, 
le  referendum,  along  with 


o help  existing  components  of  another  that  asked  voters  for  a $252 


the  infrastructure  last  longer  and  r 
e efficiently. 


million  for  additions  and  renovations 
to  the  college,  was  originally  placed  o 


Some  of  the  major  structures  of  the  November  ballot  last  year.  How- 


JJC  that  need  to  be  repaired  and  up- 
dated include  the  heating  systems, 
plumbing  systems,  cooling  systems, 
roofs,  windows  and  the  power  system. 

"We  clearly  have  a need,”  said 
Therese  O'Neill,  vice  president  of  busi- 


both  were  shot  down  by  voters. 

According  to  O’Neill,  the  Board 
of  Trustees  is  currently  deciding  if  they 
will  place  the  referendum  asking  for 
$252  million  on  the  March  2004  bal- 
lot. 


Brown  Bag  presents  ‘Cooking  for  a Vegetarian  Diet’ 


This  chef  digs  veggies 


Artwork  by  Judy-Harp-Prunty 

By  Geralyn  Caravan 

“Keep  Cooking,”  were  Chef 
Frederick  Ferrara’s  parting  words  as 
he  finished  his  recent  presentation  on 
“Cooking  for  a Vegetarian  Diet."  A part 
of  the  noon-hour  Brown  Bag  Lecture 
Series,  Ferrara’s  presentation  began 
with  describing  some  of  the  different 
types  of  vegetarianism  and  why  people 
chose  to  become  vegetarians. 


Vegetarians  are  non-meat  eaters 
Some  of  the  basic  levels  of  vegetari- 
anism include  Vegans  who  eat  plants 
only  and  no  animal  products  or  by- 
products and  Ovo-lacto  vegetarians 
who  eat  plants,  dairy  and  eggs.  The 
reasons  people  choose  the  vegetarian 
diet  vary  from  it  being  part  of  a reli- 
gious faith  to  simply  a desire  to  eat 
healthier. 

According  to  Ferrara,  in  this  quest 
to  eat  healthier,  it  is  important  to  not 
lose  the  essential  amino  acids  that  are 
found  in  protein  from  animal  sources. 

Quinioa  is  a grain  from  Peru  that 
has  all  these  essential  amino  acids,  but 
the  other  way  for  a vegetarian  to  ob- 
tain these  essential  amino  acids  is 
through  combination  cooking.  The 
popular  combination  cooking  method 
combines  grains  and  legumes  at  one 
meal  each  day. 

Ferrara  continued  his  presentation 
by  showing  over  1 5 types  of  legumes 


or  beans  and  an  extensive  variety  of 
rices  and  grains.  To  keep  these  meals 
from  becoming  boring,  one  can  sim- 
ply add  herbs,  spices,  flavored  oils  and 
vinegars,  vegetables  and/or  peppers  to 
make  an  exciting,  flavorful  meal.  He 
also  told  the  group  about  some  places 
to  find  more  recipes,  and  he  recom- 
mended shops  to  find  ingredients  (such 
as  the  new  Michael's  in  Naperville). 

Ferrara  also  mentioned  that  he  is 
working  with  the  Students  Epicurean 
Club  to  present  an  International  Food 
Market  during  Spring  Fling  week,  giv- 
ing the  public  all  an  opportunity  to  try 
a variety  of  foods,  including  vegetar- 
ian dishes! 

This  presentation  was  the  first  of 
the  Brown  Bag  Lecture  Series  this 
spring  semester.  There  are  six  more 
coming  up,  and  they  all  meet  at  the 
noon  lunch  hour,  so  you  can  eat  your 
lunch  while  becoming  informed  on  a 
wide  range  of  topics. 


Change  the  World  of  Healthcare.-.Become  a 

Doctor  of 


Income 

Earn  a substantial  salary  commensurate  with  your 
position  as  a Doctor  of  Chiropractic. 

Be  Your  Own  Boss 

Most  Doctors  of  Chiropractic  are  in  private 
practice  working  an  average  of  40  hours  per  week 

Become  a Doctor 

Prestige,  respect  and  expanded  leadership 
opportunities  are  available  as  a Doctor  of 
Chiropractic. 

Call  Logan  College  of  Chiropractic  today  to 
change  the  world  of  healthcare! 


Logan 

Collegc*of*Chiropractic 


1-800-533-9210 

www.logan.edu 

loganadm@logan.edu 
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They’re  watching  you 


Security  cameras  to  be 
installed  at  Centennial 
Commons  housing 

By  Laurie  Kauzlaric 

Close  circuit  TV  cameras  are  go- 
ing to  be  installed  in  Centennial  Com- 
mons, JJC’s  recently  opened  student 
apartment  complex. 

According  to  Century  Campus 
Housing  Management  President,  Jim 
Short,  the  cameras  are  going  to  be 
placed  to  find  the  people  who  are  caus- 
ing problems. 

Century  Campus  Housing,  the 
company  that  owns  and  runs  Centen- 
nial Commons,  is  working  with  two 
companies  to  get  the  bid  completed. 
The  bid  will  then  be  taken  to  the  JJC 
Foundation  board  for  approval. 

There  are  two  different  bids  that 
the  board  can  decide  on.  One  is  for  1 1 
different  cameras,  and  the  other  is  for 
16  cameras.  These  cameras  will  be  fo- 
cused on  different  parts  of  the  prop- 
erty, says  Dr.  Alan  Hardersen,  vice 
president  of  student  services. 

“It  is  definitely  an  effort  to  pre- 
vent issues  from  happening,”  he  said. 

Zandy  Baker,  director  of  Centen- 
nial Commons,  was  not  available  for 


comment. 

The  location  and  date  of  where 
and  when  the  cameras  will  be  placed 
is  still  undetermined.  This  issue  will 
also  be  discussed  at  the  JJC  Founda- 
tion board  meeting. 

Other  topics  that  will  be  covered 
at  this  meeting  will  include  the  quan- 
tity, type  of  units  and  the  storage  of  the 
actual  monitor-recording  devices. 

These  cameras  have  been  installed 
in  five  or  six  other  residential  proper- 
ties owned  by  the  Houston-based  Cen- 
tury Corporation.  In  s me  cases,  only 
one  camera  was  installs  ' whereas  in 
others,  60  to  70  cameras  wc  e installed 
in  one  location. 

When  asked  if  these  cameras  have 
helped  to  decrease  problems.  Short 
said  that  one  camera  won’t  generally 
decrease  the  problem,  but  the  cameras 
have  assisted  law  enforcement  in  spe- 
cific cases  in  Texas. 

At  Texas  Southern  University  in 
Houston  and  University  of  Texas  in 
Arlington,  someone  was  using  his  or 
her  vehicle  to  ram  the  security  gates. 
Once  the  cameras  were  installed,  the 
gate  problem  was  resolved. 

Although  the  cameras  will  not  be 
able  to  necessarily  prevent  or  eliminate 
actions,  it  will  still  have  a positive  im- 
pact, says  Short. 


Give  peace  a chance 


By  David  Ashby 

In  accordance  with  the  Office  of 
Student  Activities,  various  on-campus 
organizations  have  come  together  to 
present  a day  of  reflection  and  activ- 
ism through  a peace  rally  scheduled  for 
March  12  on  the  bridge  from  1 1 a.m. 
to  I p.m. 

The  purpose  of  this  gathering  is 
to  provide  a.pjatform  to  spread  the 
message  of  peace,  respect  and  love 
among  students  and  the  community.  It 
will  also  serve  to  give  the  student  body 
a chance  to  express  their  views  about 
the  current  issues  involving  peace  and 

"I  see  this  rally  as  a source  of 
hope,”  said  Andy  Neill,  biology  pro- 
fessor and  a planner  for  the  event. 

Those  scheduled  to  speak  at  the 
rally  include  JJC  history  professor  John 


Lyons  and  artist/activist  Sandy  Costa. 
Also,  scheduled  to  appear  include 
members  of  the  JJC  Chamber  Singers 
and  D.J  Steve  Naughton.  There  will 
also  be  a lie-dye  shirt  giveaway,  food 
and  an  open  mic. 

On-campus  organizations  that  are 
sponsoring  the  event  include  Action  for 
Freedom.  Anti-Racist  Action,  the 
Blazer,  Food  Not  Bombs,  Kulture 
Klub,  Peers  Promoting  Wellness, 
S.P.R.I.T.E.  and  the  Student  Govern- 
ment. 


Money  may  await  you 


By  Jessica  Harvey 

Do  you  ever  wonder  about  how  to 
obtain  financial  aid  for  school,  but 
you're  really  not  sure  where  to  go? 
Well,  look  no  further. 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  22,  from  9 a.i 
to  I p.m.  at  the  JJC  main  campus 
rooms  C-20 1 5,  C-20 1 6,  C-20 1 7 and  C 
2019,  the  financial  aid  department  wil 
hold  a free  workshop  to  help  prospec 
tive  students,  current  students  and  par- 
ents complete  the  2003-20004  Free 
Application  For  Federal  Student  Aid 
(FAFSA)  forms. 

“At  least  half  of  our  student  popu- 
lation does  apply  for  financial  aid  and 
about  one  third  of  thtf  entire  student 
population  gets  some  sort  of  aid,”  said 
Jennifer  Kloberdanz,  director  of  finan- 
cial aid. 

important  tool  for  college  students.  It 
must  be  filed  by  any  student  who 
wishes  to  be  considered  for  the  federal 
financial-aid  programs,  which  include 
federal  work-study,  Perkins  and 
Stafford  loans  and  other  federal  pro- 
grams. 

February  is  financial  aid/admis- 
sions awareness  month  in  Illinois,  and 
it  is  the  best  time  for  college-bound  or 
already  enrolled  students  to  submit  the 
2003-20004  FAFSA  forms. 

“We  really  push  students  to  com- 
plete the  financial  aid  process  as  early 
possible,"  said  Kloberdanz. 


Oftentimes,  students  put  off  com- 
pleting their  FAFSA  forms,  and  they 
don’t  meet  the  financial  aid  deadlines 
at  the  colleges  that  they  are  applying 

If  students  look  ahead  and  com- 
plete the  FAFSA  by  March,  they  will 
meet  the  deadlines  of  their  desired  col- 
leges. 

This  workshop  provides  students 
with  the  opportunity  to  fill  out  the 
FAFSAonline.  Kloberdanz  assures  stu- 
dents that  filling  out  the  FAFSAonline 
is  safe  and  secure,  and  it  is  much  more 
efficient  than  sending  it  in  by  mail. 

The  electronic  process  takes  about 
two  to  four  weeks  to  process,  while 
sending  the  FAFSA  by  mail  takes  about 
four  to  six  weeks. 

People  attending  the  workshop  are 
encouraged  to  bring  completed  or  es- 
tifilatcu  2002  tax  iTiIOmiaiioii,  student's 
driver’s  license  and  social  security 
number,  parents'  social  security  num- 
bers, records  or  untaxed  income,  cur- 
rent mortgage  information  for  proper- 
ties other  than  the  family’s  principal 
residents  and  a calculator. 

“We  just  want  to  make  students 
aware  that  we  are  here,  and  we  also 
want  them  to  be  aware  that  whatever 
information  they  do  give  us  is  confi- 
dential," said  Kloberdanz. 

For  further  information  visit 
www.faam.org  or  call  the  financial  aid 
department  at  280-2528. 


Slop  1:  Complete  the  2003-2004  Step  3'  Investigate  and  apply  lor 
Free  Application  for  Federal  Student  Aid  scholarships.  JJC  scholarships  may  be 
online  or  Renewal  FAFSA  (for  students  f.mmtai  wivw.iic  edu'FinancialAid-Seliol- 


who  have  applied  in  previous  year)  by  May  arsltipv  See  reverse  side  for  other  sthol- 
2003.  The  website  is  yVNVyv.fafea^d  gOY-  arship  sites.  Most  scholarship  deadline 
You  may  print  a work  copy  from  dates  arc  before  April  I.  2003. 
svww  fafsa.ctl.gov/prcnpp.wk.pdftoootn* 

plere  before  entering  it  online.  Step  4:  Complete  the  Financial  Aid 

Renewal  KAFSA requires* pin  num*  lb, 

her  assigned  10  you  by  die  Depannienl  »f  2(Mlj.2oo4  will  m.l  be  available  online  in,. 
Hducatien.  To  request  a pm  number  you  Ftb  ls  n,;,  quu,  musl  be  eomplele 
can  gu  II)  WW  pm.ed.gnv  Keep  ynur  pin  before  financial  aid  is  disbursed  lu  you 
number  since  it  can  be  used  to  access  your 

information.  Slep  g.  W|[hln  (wo  ,0  four  wcekSi 

c..  . Student  Aid  Report  will  be  sent  to  you  ei- 

Stcp  2:  You  must  also  complete  the  ^ fcy  mfli,  (yc||ow  SAK,  of  e.na||.  You 
JJC  admissions  process  in  order  tor  our  m(|5l  prinl  |hjs  0llt  md  bring  lt  l0  lhl:  fi_ 
office  to  complete  the  financial  aid  pro-  nancj  jj  ajd  office.  Contact  the  financial  aid 
cess.  Ynu  can  comae!  the  admissions  of-  i)||ke  inmlcdiaidv  oiler  you  receive  ,1. 
lice  a.  (8 1 5)  280-22)  I . in  pen«m  in  Room  pltk„.  bl  m „ dotumenls  used 
J.I005  or  on  the  web  at  blips://  ,|,c  p.npsAsvilh  vou. 
wsvw2jjc.edu/forms/odmf.html. 


{/few* 


Brown  Bag  Lecture  Scries: 
There  will  be  a Brown  Bag  Lecture 
presented  by  Dr.  Roya  Falahi  about 
gender  issues  on  Thursday,  March 
6,  at  noon  in  room  J -0006 

Campus  Police:  The  Rape 
Aggressions  Defense  Systems  will 
be  holding  a 12-hour  course  in  self- 
defense  tactics  to  prevent  sexual  as- 
ault  The  class  is  open  to  women 
ages  16  and  over  Classes  are  of- 
fered on  four  consecutive  Thursdays 
for  four  hours  each  class.  Classes 
m March.  6.  1 3 and  20,  from  6 
tolOp.m.  There  is  a one-lime 
fee  of  S25  per  person.  Classes  arc 
limited  to  10  people  per  class.  For 
more  informaUon  «£  t c-nski  •"-S" 
vations  for  a class  call  280-2234  and 
ask  for  Officer  Joe  Sikora  or  CSA 
Jennifer  Irigoyen 

Culinary  Arts:  The  Chefs 
table  is  open  for  lunch  Monday- 
through  Thursday  from  10:30  a.m. 
until  1 2:45  p.m  in  room  J-0004 

Early  Childhood  Center: 
There  will  be  a “Family  Fun  N ight" 
on  Monday.  February  24,  from  6 
p in.  until  7:30  p.m. 

Multicultural  Transfer  Cen- 
ter: On  Tuesday.  Feb.  25  from  10  | 
a.m.  to  I p.m.  representatives  from 
Robert  Morris  College  w ill  be  at  the 
D-  info  desk,  representatives  from 
Benedictine  University  will  be 
the  C-concoursc  and  representatives 
from  Ihc  University  of  St.  FYanci 
will  be  on  the  bridge. 

Native  American  Club:  The 
Native  American  Club  afong  wit 
the  American  Indian  Center  ofChi 
cago  will  present  the  7*  annual  Pow 
Wow  on  Saturday.  March  S.  from 
noon  until  9 p.m.  at  JJC’s  main  cam- 
pus. There  will  be  Native  Arne 
crafts  and  food  for  sale.  Admissions 
to  this  event  is  $5  for  adults.  S3  el- 
ders. sludenls,  children,  and  free  for 
children  under  six.  For  further  in- 
formation, or  if  you  would  like  to 
volunteer  at  this  event,  please 
tact  Fred  Harris  at  280-2566. 


O Experience 

'-j  tlio  Ronorlirtino  Hifforpn^P 


the  Benedictine  Difference. 

When  Brian  Poustinchian  began  looking  at  universities  that  would 
prepare  him  for  a career  in  pharmacy,  he  wanted  a school  where  each 
student  mattered  and  quality  was  not  sacrificed  so  that  professors 
could  pursue  other  interests. 

He  found  what  he  was  looking  for  at  Benedictine  University. 

"Classes  are  taught  by  professors  with  doctorates  in  their  fields, 
not  teacher  assistants,"  Brian  said  "The  sciences  are  taught  by 
talented  professors  who  know  the  material,  and  can  convey  it  in  an 
understandable  format.  The  teachers  are  here  to  teach,  and  keep 
students  as  their  top  priority." 

Benedictine  University  in  lisle  has  something  for  everyone 
from  strong  academic  programs  in  the  liberal  arts,  sciences  and 
business,  to  small  class  sizes  that  ensure  students  receive  the 
individual  attention  they  need  to  be  successful. 

Benedictine  University  could  be  the  answer  to  your  college 
search,  too.  Apply  today  and  Experience  the  Benedictine  Difference. 


Want  to  work  at  the  ® 

‘COOLEST’  place  in  Joliet  this  summer? 

TRAIN  to  be  a lifeguard 
at  The  Joliet  Park  District! 

Joliet  Park  District 
Life  Guarding  Classes 

Registration  Is  now  open  and  space  Is  Omitedl 
Register  for  or 


Mar.  24  7- 10pm 

Mar.  25  4- 10pm 

Mar.  24  4-10pm 

Mar.  27  4- 10pm 

Mar.  2B  4-10pm 
Mar.  29  10om-4pm 


Apr.  14 


e of  the  following  sessions: 


pr.  17  4- 10pm 

pr.  18  4- 10pm 

pr.  19  10om-4pm 


Fee:  5175  - Includes 
Participants  who  complete  Ihe 
course  and  work  for  the  Joliet  Park 
District  (or  Ihe  entire  2003  pool 
season  win  receive  o $100  refund  oi 
Ihe  course  at  Ihe  end  ot  Ihe  seoson 


Class  meets  ot  Lewis  University.  I University  Parkway. 
Romeoville.  Please  register  ond  pay  lor  the  doss  ot 
Ihe  Joliet  Park  District.  3000  w.  Jefferson  St. 


For  More  Information  Call  Mike  at 
815 -741-PARK  (7275)  ext.120 
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Gore  galore  in  Final  Destination 


2 


Mad  at 
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the  world:  sing  the  culling  song 


By  David  Ashby 

Teenager  Kim  (A.J.  Cook)  has  a 
vision  of  a deadly  pile-up  while  driv- 
ing with  a small  group  of  friends  on 
the  interstate.  Terrified,  she  pulls  her 
SUV  over  to  the  side  of  the  road,  and 
even  though  her  image  is  gone,  she  be- 
lieves that  because  she  disrupted 
Death's  plan  for  her  and  a group  of 
other  drivers,  now  Death  will  track 
them  all  down  and  finish  the  job.  She 
teams  up  with  Clear  Rivers  (Ali  Larter, 
the  sole  survivor  of  the  ill-fated  Flight 
180  from  the  original  movie)  to  trick 
certain  doom  and  try  to  survive  Death’s 
plan. 

The  original  Final  Destination , 
released  in  2000  and  grossing  a sur- 
prising $50  million,  became  a surprise 
horror  hit,  and  a definite  candidate  for 
a sequel  With  a mostly  new  cast  and 

imaginative  formula  as  the  original, 
with  more  wild  and  gruesome  results. 

Though  most  people  would  just 
consider  these  two  movies  as  just  two 
more  additions  to  the  run-of-the-mill 


teen  slasher  film  genre,  they  certainly 
are  not.  Final  Destination  and  its  se- 
quel fuel  the  horror  and  panache  off 
all  of  our  everyday  fears  (car  accidents, 
house  fires,  plane  crashes,  etc.),  rather 
than  the  ridiculous  and  overly  abused 
horror  genre  involving  crazed  psychos 
and  oversexed  teenagers. 

In  Final  Destination  2,  the  terror 
is  much  more  intense  and  the  deaths 
are  much  more  gruesome  than  the 
original.  Director  David  R.  Ellis  and 
screenwriter  J.  Mackye  Gruber  defi- 
nitely deserve  a handshake  for  setting 
up  some  of  the  most  freaky  movie 
scenes  in  recent  film  history. 

The  opening  shot  of  the  highway 
pile-up  and  the  scene  in  the  dentist’s 
office  are  among  the  most  frightening 
because  the  terror  is  built  up  so  slowly 
and  effectively. 

What’s  even  better  is  that  even 
ihGU£h  the  deaths  that  '.he  characters 
receive  are  so  gory,  they  can  still  pro- 
voke a huge,  nervous  laugh 

This  film  is  a definite  must-see  for 
all  horror  movie  fans  and  all  of  those 
who  like  a good  scare. 


By  Thomas  Zilligen 

Chuck  Palahniuk  is  the  man  re- 
sponsible for  the  book,  and  subse- 
quently, the  movie  “Fight  Club." 
Based  on  that  fact  alone,  hordes  of 
people  will  most  likely  run  out  and  grab 
a copy  of  Palahniuk’s  newest  book, 
“Lullaby,"  published  by  Doubleday. 

This  is  the  story  of  a journalist  who 
is  assigned  to  a story  about  Sudden 
Infant  Death  Syndrome,  and  finds  an 
ancient  African  culling  song,  or  lullaby, 
in  a book  of  poems  for  children  at  the 
scene  in  most  of  the  deaths. 

The  main  character,  Carl  Streator, 
realizes  that  this  song  has  the  power  to 
kill  people  when  recited  aloud  or  in 
one’s  head,  and  becomes  a kind  of  un- 
intentional serial  killer. 

Hate  your  boss?  Unravel  the  song 
in  your  head.  Can’t  stand  the  guy  tail- 
gating  you  on  Jefferson  Street?  Sing 
the  culling  song. 

This  is  exactly  the  kind  of  behav- 
ior Streator  engages  in  until  he  finds 
that  other  people  know  about  the  cull- 


Don i fall  asleep  like  this  bird!  Read 
Lullaby! 


ing  song  too,  including  Helen  Hoover- 
Boyle,  a realtor  who  sells  haunted 
houses  and  then  buys  them  back  at  a 
healthy  profit,  her  assistant  Mona,  an 


innocent  Wicca  practioner  and  Mona’s 
eco-terrorist  boyfriend,  Oyster. 

He  joins  forces  with  them  (or  so  it 
seems)  to  eliminate  the  remaining  cop- 
ies of  the  book  of  poems  from  librar- 
ies and  bookstores. 

The  idea  of  a new  world  where 
there  is  no  sound  above  that  of  a whis- 
per is  placed  into  Streator’s  head  sim- 
ply because  the  song  could  kill  any- 
one I fyou  hear  it,  you’re  dead.  Sticks 
and  stones  can  break  your  bones,  but 
words  can  actually  kill  you. 

This  is  why  the  “family”  of 
Streator,  Helen,  Mona  and  Oyster  head 
out  on  their  mission.  No  more  books, 
no  more  culling  song  deaths  (except  for 
those  that  Streator  inflicts).  But  each 
person  has  his  or  her  own  agenda  for 
finding  the  poems,  as  it  becomes  ap- 

If  you’re  a fan  of  “Fight  Club,”  or 
of  any  other  Palahniuk  book,  be  sure 
to  give  Lullaby  a read  and  drop  me  a 
line  to  let  me  know  what  you  think  of 
it:  thomaszilligen@stfrancis.edu 


LIVE  UP  TO 

YOURS. 

An  Associate  Degree  is  jusf 
the  beginning.  How  far  you  go 
is  entirely  up  to  you. 

At  DeVry  University,  you  can  get 
a Bachelor's  Degree  on  your  terms. 
Classes  are  offered  days,  nights, 
weekends,  and  even  online  at 
locations  convenient  to  where 
you  live  or  work. 

Our  goal  at  DeVry  is  to  give 
you  the  education,  skills,  and 
confidence  you  need  to  reach 
your  career  potential. 

DeVry  V7 

University 


YOU’VE  NEVER 
PLAYED  SOLDIER 

LIKE  THIS  BEFORE 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Visit  your  local  Army  recruiting  station  for  the  chance 
to  be  a Soldier  for  a day.  It's  the  perfect  way  to  try  the 
Army  on  for  size.  And  check  out  over  180  ways  you  can 
become  AN  ARMY  OF  ONE. 


>>  LOCATION:  Crest  Hill  Recruiting 
Station 

<<1701  Larkin  Ave,  Suite  203 
« Crest  Hill,  IL 


» DATE:  WED,  MAR  26 


« 

>>  CONTACT:  Crest  Hill  Recruiting 
Station 

<<815-730-9003 


AN  ARMY  OF  ONE 


mini 


Do  you  have  a shining  academic  record?  Apply  to 
Roosevelt  University’s  Scholars  program.  We  offer: 

• Scholarships  ranging  from  $3,500  up  to 
$58,000  for  up  to  four  years 

• Enhanced  educational  experiences  in  any 
of  our  105  degree  programs 

• Mentoring  by  our  faculty  of  experts  and 
successful  alumni 

• Special  research  and  internship  opportunities 
at  Chicago's  top  cultural,  corporate  and 
political  institutions 

• Convenient  campuses  in  downtown  Chicago 

and  Schaumburg  i 

If  you’ve  got  a burning  desire  I 
to  learn,  the  Roosevelt  Scholars  I 
program  is  where  you  want  to  be.  I 
Call  today  for  details!  j 


Chicago  • Schaumburg 
www.ro6sevelt.edu  1 -877-Apply-RU 

Where  you  want  to  be! 
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-HOROSCOPES- 

BY 

DING-A-LING! 

(THE  POSSUM  KING) 


T 

Aries-  Sometimes  you  feel 
like  a nut  (probably  because 
you  are). 

£L 

Libra-  Try  to  stay  away  from 
water  because  you’re  electric! 

y 

m. 

i aurus-  lake  Wesley  Willis’s 
advice  and  cut  the  mullet.  No 
one  wants  to  see  that  ugly 
rat’s  nest. 

n 

Scorpio-  You’re  lucky  you 
haven’t  been  arrested  for  those 
dance  moves.  For  the  love  of 
humanity,  please  stop! 

2?1 

Gemini-  Mr.  Rogers  is  your 
evil  twin. 

Sagittarius-  Get  quacky,  kiss 
a duck! 

© 

\)o 

Cancer-  Yahoo  for  you! 

Capricorn-  Try  to  find  some 
water  because  you’re  on  fire! 

si 

Leo-  You  will  have  a fourth 
and  final  chance  at  left- 
handed  fish  bending.  Don’t 
blow  it,  mister! 

AM 

AM 

Aquarius-  The  answers  to 
all  problems  will  be  found  in 
Justin  Timberlake’s  next 
single  that  will  hit  ft  1 in 

Chile. 

rrt> 

K 

Virgo-  When  someone  asks 
“who  cut  the  cheese?”  refrain 
from  answering  yes.  It’s 
definitely  not  a compliment. 

Pisces-  When  was  the  last  timt 
you  did  the  hokey  pokey? 
Maybe  the  time  is  now.  Get 
down  with  your  bad  self. 

Don’t  be  ‘bound’  to  the  mainstream,  make  an  ‘exodus’ 


Andy  Hunter. 

You  may  not  have  heard  of  Andy 
Hunter,  but  you've  probably  heard  his 
music.  His  songs  have  been  featured 
on  the  TV  show  Alias,  as  well  as  mo  vie 
soundtracks  such  as  The  Recruit  and 
Ballistic:  Ecks  vs.  Sever.  If  it  seems  like 
there's  an  action  theme  going  on,  that’s 
no  coincidence.  This  is  definitely  mu- 
sic to  get  you  moving.  A combination 
of  trance,  rave  and  techno  fill  this  al- 
bum that  could  serve  as  a substitute  for 
caffeine.  Ifyou  can  sleep  thiough  this, 
you’re  probably  in  a coma. 

When  I first  heard  Exodus.  I 
thought  I’d  been  transported  from  my 
room  to  a packed  dance  floor  in  some 
swanky  British  club  where  Moby,  Paul 
Oakenfold,  Crystal  Method,  Darude 
and  the  Chemical  Brothers  would  go 
for  inspiration.  Which  I suppose  makes 
sense,  since  Andy  Hunter  hails  from  the 
UK.  and  probably  draws  influences 
from  at  least  a few  of  those  artists, 
though  his  sound  is  distinctively  origi- 
nal. 

Pulsating,  beat-heavy  tracks  like 
"Go,”  "Radiate"  and  "Sandstorm  Call- 
ing” will  leave  you  with  an  adrenaline 
rush  that  can  only  be  beaten  by  sky- 
diving at  3 a.m.  If  you  need  a minute 
to  catch  your  breath,  check  out  the  soar- 
ing, ethereal  landscapes  of  “Show”  and 
“Translucent." 

For  an  otherworldly  experience, 
listen  to  “Angelic,”  an  exquisitely 
haunting  track.  Ifyou  prefer  songs  with 
words,  which  are  rather  few  and  farj 
between  here,  check  out  “Amazing," 


love  song  that  lives  up  to  its  title.  A fter 
over  an  hour  of  music  to  chill  to,  get 
ready  to  be  hypnotized  by  the  oddities 
of  electronica  in  “Strange  Dream." 

And  just  before  you  get  sucked 
into  a nightmarish  underworld  un- 
doubtedly inhabited  by  the  likes  of  Tim 
Burton,  Stephen  King  and  Anne  Rice, 
the  spell  will  be  broken  by  the  indus- 
trial-flavored “Intercessional,”  the  last 
track  on  the  album. 

The  only  weak  track  on  the  album 
is  a song  called  “The  Wonders  or' 
which  starts  out  with  promise,  but  gets 
ruined  by  a cheesy  rap-style  vocal  that 
I could  do  without.  The  rest  of  the  CD 
is  nothing  but  energetic,  inspirational 
and  strangely  dance  grooves. 

Whether  you’re  already  a fan  of 
rave/trance  music,  or  you  need  a good 
CD  to  party  and  exercise  to,  or  you  just 
want  a break  from  \ - ujuui 
tastes  and  you’re  ready  to  experiment, 
you  definitely  need  to  check  out  Exo- 
dus. 

If  you’re  not  sure  whether  you 
want  to  buy  it  but  just  want  to  get  a 
feel  for  the  sound,  you  can  listen  to  the 
entire  CD  on  Andy  Hunter’s  website 
(wasn’t  that  nice  of  him?)  at 
www.andyhunter.com. 


It  is  rare  to  find  an  independent 
rock  band  that  can  hold  its  own  against 


the  mega-conglomerate  corporations 
that  have  taken  over  the  music  indus- 
try. 

Question  of  Honour  is  just  one  of 
these  raw  talents.  Based  out  of  Ottawa, 
the  band  has  just  finished  work  on  their 
second  album,  Bound. 

I was  quite  skeptical  when  I first 
received  this  album.  I expected  a gi- 
gantic mess  of  noise  and  clamor.  How- 
ever, these  thoughts  were  put  to  rest 
when  I inserted  the  CD  in  my  stereo 
sed  play. 

Each  of  the  1 0 songs  on  tf>r  M'gUm 
has  its  own  unique  to  ft 

example,  the  song  “Let's  Be 
Friends”  has  a bluesy  feel  to  it,  while 
“Dreame”  follows  a more  solid,  hard 
rock  rhythm. 

Yet,  the  best  two  songs  are  defi- 
nitely the  highly  charged  and  poetic 
’’-asl  Prisoner,”  and  the  pop-sounding 

k “Teacher  Is." 

The  band  consists  of  brothers 
Hugh  and  David  Wygmans,  who  play 
the  guitar/vocals  and  drums,  respec- 
tively, and  Ken  Pitchford,  the  bassist. 

The  music  from  each  instrument 
blends  together  just  perfectly,  with  a 
strong  drumbeat,  noteworthy  guitar 
work  and  Wygmans  high-pitched  voice 
pushing  the  harmony  along. 

The  trio  is  originally  from  Michi- 
gan, where  they  were  the  members  of 
a hard  rock  band.  Though  they  broke 
up,  they  soon  united  in  1998  to  form 
their  current  band.  They  released  their 
first  album,  Canopic  Jars,  in  2000. 

If  you  are  sick  of  the  common 
mainstream  music  scene,  you  should 
give  Question  of  Honour  a try. 

Bound  is  slatted  for  release  on  Feb. 
28,  so  make  sure  you  pick  up  your  copy 
as  soon  as  possible. 


►M 
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SUN  CLUB  TANNING 

(815)  729-4801 

Essington  Shoppes  Plaza,  1111  Essington  Rd,  Joliet 


Hours: 

Mon-Thurs  8am-1 1pm 
Fri  & Sat  8am-9pm 
Sunday  9am-9pm 
Visit  our  website  at 
www.sunclubtanning.com 
for  great  tanning  info  & more  coupons! 


Half  Price\ 
Tans  on 
Sunday 


FREE  TAN 

New  Members  Only 


EXPIRES 

March  10,  2003 


$10  Off 

Any  Package 

# One  coupon 
per  person 

#Not  valid  with  any 
other  offer 

• EXPIRES 
March  10,  2003 


Buy  1 

Get  1 Free 

Buy  any  1 tan  & receive 
2nd  FREE  in  same 
0 One  coupon 
per  person 


• EXPIRES 
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Narc  offers  quality  thrills 


The  Narc  movie  poster. 


Film  shows  what  crime 
drama  is  all  about 

By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

After  a rookie  police  officer  is 
killed  while  undercover,  his  former 
partner,  Henry  Oak  (Ray  Liotta),  and 
a narcotics  officer,  Nick  Tcllis  (Jason 
Paine),  lead  the  investigation.  While 
investigating  the  case,  Tellis  begins  to 
unwind  the  ball  of  lies  and  hidden 
truths  that  lead  to  the  question,  was  he 
murdered  or  set  up? 

If  you're  in  the  mood  to  see  what 
crime  drama  is  all  about,  then  Narc  is 
a must-see. 

These  days  it’s  very  rare  to  find  a 
good  thriller,  but  this  one  fits  the  bill. 
Most  of  the  movies  today  are  sugar- 


coated  and  filled  with  actors  that  a 
younger  audience  can  relate  to.  Sure, 
you  can  throw  Josh  Hartnett  into  a 
movie  and  hope  that  a group  of  teenie 
hoppers  will  tyander  into  the  local  the- 
ater on  a Friday  night  to  see  it,  but  don’t 
expect  much  for  a plot. 

Independent  films  such  as  Narc 
maintain  a certain  amount  of  dignity. 
They  don’t  stoop  to  the  levels  of  main- 
stream movies  by  throwing  in  popular 
actors  and  flashy  effects  to  draw  atten- 
tion. Instead,  they  focus  on  a solid  plot 
and  quality  actors. 

They  concentrate  on  detail,  and  by 
doing  s >j  'hey  produce  a movie  that  is 
worthy  of  attention,  even  .‘.f  ils  rec?8' 
nition  is  spread  by  word  of  mouth. 

I was  glued  to  the  screen  as  1 tried 
to  figure  out  the  reason  for  the  young 
. nicer ’s  death.  Right  when  you  think 
you  might  have  it  figured  out,  there’s  a 
twist  to  the  story.  The  acting  and  the 
plot  for  the  movie  is  simply  outstand- 
ing. 

This  may  not  be  the  kind  of  movie 
that  you  take  a dale  to,  but  it  is  one  that 
you  would  go  with  a group  of  buddies 
to  see.  If  you  like  gunfire  and  blood- 
shed, this  movie  is  for  you,  my  friend. 


A re  you  lalla'n  lo  me?! 
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A new  year  for  video  games 


By  Damon  Wrona 

Lasl  year  was  one  of  the  best  years 
ever  to  be  a gamer.  The  X-Box, 
Gamecube  and  PS2  all  had  great  re- 
leases that  were  exclusive  to  each  sys- 
tem. But  2003  marks  a new  year  and  a 
new  battle  in  the  console  wars.  So,  what 
reinforcements  are  Nintendo. 
Microsoft  and  Sony  bringing  this  time 
around?  Read  on. 

PS2  has  a commanding  lead  in  the 
console  war  and  if  holiday  sales  were 
any  indication,  Sony  won't  be  letting 
its  hold  on  first  place  go  anytime  soon. 
RPG  fans  can  look  forward  to  the  first 
true  sequel  to  a Final  Fantasy  game  in 
Final  Fantasy  X-2.  PS2  imports  of  X- 
Box  hits  Metal  Gear  Solid  2:  Sub- 
stance and  Splinter  Cell  are  on  the  way, 
as  well  as  Enter  The  Matrix.  Sony  will 
also  look  to  expand  its  online  game  li- 
brary with  Resident  Evil  Online,  Gran 
Turismo  4 and  Final  Fantasy  XI.  Oh 
yeah,  there's  this  little  game  called 
Grand  Theft  Auto  4 you  might  see  by 
Christmas. 

Moving  on  to  Microsoft's  big 
black  box  of  joy.  What  do  you  X-Box 
owners  have  coming?  Well,  for  start- 
ers the  sequel  to  the  best  X-Box  game 
available.  Halo  2,  is  arriving  complete 
with  X-Box  Live  compatibility.  One 
more  FPS  to  look  for  is  the  long 
awaited  Doom  III.  The  RPG  fans  can 
also  look  forward  to  Star  Wars:  Knights 
of  the  Old  Republic  and  the  ambitious 
Fable.  You  older  gamers  can  look  for- 
ward to  an  updated  NES  classic.  Ninja 
Gaiden,  and  former  Gamecube  exclu- 
sive Perfect  Dark  Zero. 

Last  but  not  least  is  the  big  N. 


There’s  a lot  to  look  forward  to  for  you 
Gamecube  owners  this  year,  despite 
such  a huge  2002.  The  first  and  big- 
gest release  of  the  year  has  to  be  The 
Legend  of  Zelda:  The  Wind  Waker. 
Nintendo  also  has  promised  sequels  to 
N64  classics  Mario  Tennis,  Golf  and 
Karl.  Let's  just  hope  we  get  to  play 
Karl  online.  Squaresoft  and  Nintendo 
finally  kissed  and  made  up,  which  leads 
to  Gamecube  exclusive  Final  Fantasy 
Crystal  Chronicles  for  us.  For  you  digi- 
tal slope  shredders,  you  can  gel  your 
hands  on  1080  Avalanche.  And  hope- 
fully we  will  also  see  an  online  Animal 
Crossing  2 and  the  much-anticipated- 
Resident  Evil  4. 

It  looks  as  if 2003  could  be  one  of 
the  biggest  years  yet  with  al  I three  com- 
panies hitting  full  stride  with  their  re- 
spective machines. 

The  titles  listed  above  are  just 
some  of  the  big  games  that  will  hit 
shelves  this  year.  So  keep  some  cash 
in  your  wallets  because  if  you're  a 
gamer,  you're  gonna  need  it. 


. A character  from  Final  Fantasy  X-2. 


Metroid  Prime 


Metroid  Prime 
Format: 

Gamecube 


By  Damon  Wrona 


The  original  Metroid  for  the  NES 
was  and  still  is  one  of  the  best  games 
ever.  I can  remember  busting  my  seven- 
year-old  brains  in  1987  trying  to  fig- 
ure out  how  to  get  through  the  orange 
bubble  door  that  wouldn't  open  no 
matter  what  I tried. 

This  excellent  title  was  followed 
up  in  1994  with  Super  Metroid  on  the 
SNES.  This  game  was  about  as  good 
as  a game  could  get  for  a 1 6-bit  sys- 

It  took  the  original  Metroid  for- 
mula and  boosted  it  up  with  (then)  in- 
sane graphics,  tons  of  new  gadgets  and 
the  ever  so  helpful  map,  save  and  re- 
charge rooms.  So,  when  Nintendo  64 
came  out  everyone  was  wondering 
when  the  new  Metroid  would  come  out. 
Well  it  took  nearly  nine  years  and  two 
systems,  but  the  new  Metroid  has  fi- 
nally arrived  on  the  Gamecube. 

Now,  I could  really  go  on  and  on 
about  how  great  this  game  is.  I’m  go- 
ing to  try  and  keep  it  simple  for  you. 
Metroid  Prime  is  the  best  game  this 
year  for  Gamecube  and  for  any  other 
system.  Period. 

It  is  the  absolute  most  fun  I’ve  had 
playing  a game  since  1 998's  Zelda: 
Ocarina  of  Time.  So  go  out  and  buy  it 
now.  What  are  you  waiting  for?  Still 


Page  9 

: The  Blazer  game  of  the  year 


from  a first-person 
view,  it  doesn't  play 
like  Halo  or  Half- 
Life.  Instead,  it  plays 
exactly  like  Super 
Metroid  in  3D,  in- 
cluding double  jumps, 
grapple  beam,  four 
arm  cannons,  four  dif- 
ferent visors  and  the 
best  of  all,  morph  ball. 

The  graphics  are 
better  then  just  about 
anything  out  there  on 
any  system.  Just  wail 
till  you  see  your 
hero's  face,  Samus 
Aran,  glowing  back  at 
you  in  your  own  visor. 
Boss  battles  are  sim- 
ply amazing.  The 
sound  is  perfect  too  It 
has  a very  moody,  sci- 
fi  soundtrack  that 
keeps  you  on  your 

And  for  those 
tense  moments  of 
battle,  the  soundtrack 
will  change  to  some- 


Chaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrge! 

need  more  convincing?  Fine. 

Metroid  Prime  throws  out  the  old 
2D  platformer  formula  it  perfected  in 
favor  of  a first-person  perspective.  Now 
everyone  thought  this  was  the  end  of 
Metroid  when  they  heard  this,  but  I'm 
happy  to  report  that  somehow,  some- 
way, the  guys  at  Retro  Studios  managed 
to  create  a masterpiece. 

Although  the  action  takes  place 


uiing  nean  pounamg. 
And  the  classic 
Metroid  music  is 
there,  remixed,  just  for  you. 

So  please,  if  you  own  a 
Gamecube,  there  is  no  reason  you 
shouldn’t  own  this  game. 

If  you  haven’t  bothered  to  invest 
in  a ‘cube,  here  is  the  best  reason, 
among  many,  to  get  one. 

Overall  Score:  10  out  of  10 

GAME  OFTHE  YEAR! 
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Spring/Summer  Trimester  Open  House 
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Gangs  of  New  York , Minority  Report  among  best  of  2002 
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Leonardo  DiCaprio  leads  a gang  and  his  movie  lo  the  (op  of  (he  box  office. 


score  is  tremen- 
dous and  ILM’s 
work  on  the  spe- 
cial effects  is 
spectacular. 

3.)  Star 
Wars:  Episode  11- 
Attack  of  the 


By:  Matt  Sheehan 

Okay,  here  it  goes.  Here  are  my 
selections  for  the  best  and  worst  mov- 
ies for  the  year  2002: 

I .)  Gangs  of  New  York-  Let's  get 
it  out  of  the  way:  this  movie  kicks  ma- 
jor ass.  Martin  Scorsese  is  at  his  best 


and  Daniel  Day-Lewis  is  one  of  most 
disturbing,  foreboding,  fantastically- 
acted  character  in  the  history  of  mo- 
tion pictures.  Leonardo  DiCaprio  is 
fairly  good  as  well.  This  is  the  cream 
of  the  2002  crop! 

2.)  Minority  Report-  What  can  I 
NOT  say.  Spielberg  and  Cruise — for 
the  first  time.  This  was,  hands-down, 
the  best  film  of  the 

Spielberg  directs 
damn  near  flaw- 
lessly and 
Samantha  Morton 
and  Colin  Farrell 
are  superior  in 
supporting  perfor- 
Also, 


needs  to  start  paying  more  attention  to 
his  scripts  before  signing  the  dotted 
line.  Although  the  film  had  its  mo- 
ments— which  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween— this  movie  sucked. 

3 .)  Swept  Away-  Okay,  I did  not 
see  this  Madonna-starring,  Guy 
Ritchie-directed  "film"  (thank  good- 
ness!), but  any  movie  that  only  makes' 
$600,000  dollars  total  at  the  box  of- 
fice is  deserving  of  dishonor  on  my  list. 
Next! 

4. )  Men  in  Black  2-  Funny  in 
some  parts,  but  for  the  most  part  just 
another  “Xerox  sequel." 

5. )  The  Adventures  of  Pluto 
Nash-  Ah,  c’mon!  Do  you  really  think 
I was  going  to  leave  this  SI 00  million- 
plus  costing,  penny-box-office-gross- 
ing film  off  me  worst  list,  whether  I 
saw  it  or  not.  Luckily,  I saved  my  S8 
for  a rainy  day 

Visit  Matt  s Movies  & TV  at  http:/ 
/geocities,  com/mjs  9 1 4jjc/ 


Clones-  Okay,  say  what  you  want  about 
all  the  dialogue  and  the  crappy  love 
story,  but  the  greatest  film  saga  of  all- 
time  continues  in  the  ultimate  fashion. 

There’s  more  action  to  provide 
balance  with  all  the  dialogue,  always- 
great  special  effects  and  the  most  ass- 
kicking  fight  sequence  between  the 
computer-generated  Yoda  and  bad  guy 
Count  Dooku. 

4. )  Catch  Me  If  You  Can-  Hey! 
Spielberg  had  two  good  films  out — in 
the  same  year!  Catch  Me  is  wonderful 
and  charming,  as  is  Leonardo 
DiCaprio — who  knew  this  kid  could 
act?  He  doesn't  just  stand  around  look- 
ing pretty,  reading  his  lines  and  scream- 
ing “I’m  king  of  the  world!” 

He  conveys  emotion  and  becomes 
the  character.  Tom  Hanks,  although  a 
little  weak,  is  great  in  the  supporting 
role — and  funny. 

5. )  About  Schmidt-  Jack 
Nicholson  is  superb,  to  say  the  least, 
in  this  film.  It  will  make  you  laugh  one 
moment  and  cry  the  next.  I came  out 
of  that  theater  with  tears  streaming 
down  my  face  and  a completely  new 
outlook  and  perspective  on  life. 


performance  in  the  movie,  and  he  de- 
serves an  Oscar  nomination  for  Best 
Supporting  Actor. 

- Undercover  Brother-  This  movie 
is  hilarious  and  full  of  funny,  senseless 
humor.  Eddie  Griffin  is  solid,  Chris 
Kataan  is  equally  funny  and  Denise 
Richards  looked  hot  (most  of  the  time), 
but  Dave  Chappelle  stole  the  show  as 
Conspiracy  Theory  Brother.  This  is  the 
must-see  comedy  of  the  year! 

And  now  for  the  worst.  Need  / say 
more?  Read  on! 

1. )  Austin  Powers  in 
Goldnteniber-  This  film  series  jumped 
the  shark  30  minutes  into  this  despi- 
cable, entirely  unfunny  and  disgusting 
continuation  of  the  Mike  Myers  shag- 
ging spy  saga.  The  cameos  were  cool, 
but  why  would  they  want  to  cameo  in 
such  a terrible  movie?! 

2. )  The  Scorpion  King-  The  Rock 
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Honorable  Mention: 

- Spider-Man-  Although  loaded 
with  tons  of  little,  near-unnoticeable 
filmmaking  errors  and  a lame  Kirsten 
Dunst,  this  film  more  or  less  lived  up 
to  the  hype.  Tobey  Maguire  is  the  ideal 
Peter  Parker;  therefore,  he  is  the  ideal 
Spider-Man.  Also,  J.K.  Simmons  is  hi- 
larious as  the  Daily  Bugle  editor  J. 
Jonah  Johnson. 

- The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  The  Two 
Towersz  I frankly  thought  this  was 
good,  not  great.  Fellowship  is  about 
damn  near  close  to  a perfect  movie  that 
you  can  get,  but  this  just  didn’t  have 
the  same  feel.  Here’s  why:  in  Fellow- 
ship, the  dialogue  is  complex,  sophis- 
ticated and  sounds  like  it  came  straight 
from  Tolkien's  mouth.  In  Two  Towers, 
the  dialogue  seemed  a little  too  simple 
and  banal  for  me.  However,  the  battle 
sequences  and  special  effects  were 
great,  and  Andy  Serkis  gives  the  best 


® WHAT  CAN  BROWN  DO  FOR  YOU?“ 
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after  another  for  da  Bears 


Pro  baseball  tidbits  return 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

Last  season  the  Chicago  Bears 
tricked  everyone  into  believing  that 
they  were  going  to  be  a Super  Bowl 
contender. 

Fans  were  excited  about  the  emer- 
gence of  a stellar  defense  and  a rookie 
running  back  that  was  supposed  to  be 
the  cornerstone  of  the  Bears  offense. 
But  the  season  that  seemed  too  good 
to  be  true,  was. 

This  year  Bears  fans  were  forced 
to  sit  back  and  watch  the  John  Schopp 
show.  His  play-calling  was  dreadfully 
conservative  with  a little-to  no-lcew'ay 
for  change. 

Arguments  could  be  made  that  the 
Bears  did  poorly  because  of  the  inju- 
ries, but  even  before  the  injuries,  the 
Bears  lacked  offensive  talent. 

The  fact  that  the  Bears  did  so 
poorly  could  be  a blessing  in  disguise. 
Draft  day  will  soon  be  approaching. 
Sure,  the  Bears  could  try  and  jump  on 
a quarterback  in  the  first  round,  but 
why?  There  are  a lot  of  talented  quar- 
terbacks entering  the  draft  this  off-sea- 

If  I were  the  Bears,  1 would  look 
in  the  direction  of  defense  in  this  draft. 
A defensive  lineman  or  defensive  back 
is  the  way  1 would  go. 

If  the  old  motto,  “defense  wins 
championships”  is  true,  why  not  add 
to  an  already  strong  defense.  The 
Bears  need  to  add  speed  and  hands  to 
the  secondary. 

The  Bears  also  need  to  add  speed, 


Photo  courtesy  of: www.attosporx.co 
strength  and  youth  to  their  defensive  Plummer. 


Drafting  a quarterback  in  the  sec- 
I would  give  Anthony  Thomas  one  ond  round  could  be  a good  move  con- 
year  to  try  and  set  things  straight  sidering  how  much  talent  there  is  at  that 
position  in  the  draft. 

But  keep  in  mind  where  the  Tampa 
Bay  Buccaneers  went  with  the  number 
one  ranked  defense  in  all  of 


at  the  running  back  position. 

Then  I would  look  towards  free 
agent  quarterbacks  or  soon  to  be  re- 
leased quarterbacks  like  Kordell 


Stewart,  Brian  Griese  and  Jake  football. ..Super  Bowl  XXXVII. 


Superbowl  XXXVII  turns  into  Piratebowl 


Buccaneers  slaughter 
Oakland  Raiders  in  true 
pirate  fashion 

By  Andrew  Hrubcc 


The  Tampa  Bay  Buccaneers 
battled  the  Oakland  Raiders  in  this 
year’s  Super  Bowl. 

Since  I find  that  there  was  nothing 
super  about  it,  I decided  to  proclaim 
this  year’s  game  as  the  Pirate  Bowl. 

And  I even  went  as  far  as  to  imag- 
ine that  they  weren’t  playing  for  the 
Lombardi  trophy,  but  instead  they  were 
battling  over  booty. 

The  game  had  all  of  the  promise 
in  the  world.  Oakland  had  the  highest- 
rated  offense  in  the  NFL,  while  Tampa 
Bay  had  the  highest-rated  defense. 

It  pinned  Jon  Gruden  against  his 
former  employer. 

With  all  the  hype  and  expectations 
that  were  supposed  to  come  with  this 
game,  we  as  fans  were  left  with  noth- 
ing to  be  excited  about,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Shania  Twain  lip  syncing  in 
tight  leather. 

We  were  expecting  a game  filled 
with  hard  hits,  scoring  and  maybe  evejt 
a few  bad  calls  from  officials  to  keep 
things  interesting,  but  all  we  got  wasla 
one-sided  game. 

The  Raiders  scored  first  in  the 
game  with  a field  goal  by  place-kicker 
- Sebastian  Janikowski.  But  that  was  the 
last  we  heard  from  Oakland  until  tije 
third  quarter. 

Tampa  Bay  then  went  on  the  at- 
tack as  they  scored  the  game's  next  34 
points. 

The  Raiders,  a team  that  goes  to 
the  air  more  than  United  Airlines,  was 
left  grounded  by  the  Buc's  defense. 

The  Tampa  Bay  defense  relumed 
three  of  five  interceptions  for  touch- 
downs, one  of  which  came  from  Der- 
rick Brooks,  the  NFL’s  defensive  player 


The  Buccaneers  used  their  heads  while  playing  (he  Raiders. 

Photo  courtesy  of  supcrbowl.a 


of  the  year. 

As  a result  of  their  tenacious  de- 
fense, the  Raiders  tallied  a grand  total 
of  1 9 rushing  yards  on  1 1 attempts. 

There  have  been  comparisons 
made  between  this  year’s  Buccaneers 
and  the  1 985  Monsters  of  the  Midway. 


By  Adam  Fox 

This  year's  baseball  off-season 
has  been  surprisingly  quiet  for  free 
agents.  Blame  this  if  you  must  on  our 
slumping  economy,  or  the  new  luxury 
lax  that  Commissioner  Bud  Selig  has 
implemented  on  every  team’s  salary 
cap. 

However,  the  off-season  has  been 
outrageously  busy  for  trades.  The 
Montreal  Expos  have  placed  a sign  in 
front  of  the  team  sayingi  “Players  for 
sale,  acquire  within,"  and  nearly  ev- 
ery team  has  tried  to  buy  a piece  of 
this  once  proud  organization.  And  thus 
far,  only  the  Chicago  White  Sox  have 
bought  into  this  fire  sale. 

But  with  spring  training  just 
around  the  comer,  here  are  some  of 
the  major  happenings  so  far. 

“The  evil  empire  [Npw  York  Yan- 
kees] extends  its  tentacles  even  into 
Latin  America,"  said  Larry  Lucchino, 
president  of  the  Boston  Red  Sox.  af- 
ter losing  out  to  the  Yankees  on  Cu- 
ban defector  Jose  Conlrpras. 

Along  with  the  ^signing  of 
Contreras,  the  New  York  also  snagged 
Japanese  superstar  outfifelder  Hedeki 
“Godzilla"  Matsui.  Despite  falling  out 
of  contention  early  in  the  playoffs  last 
season,  the  “evil  empire"  will  defi- 
nitely be  back  with  a vengeance. 

Don  Baylor  could  nqt  do  it,  Bruce 
Kimm  could  not  do  it,  so  now  the  Chi- 
cago Cubs  have  brought' in  long-time 
San  Francisco  Giants  coach  Dusty 
Baker  to  try  and  do  what  his  prede- 
cessors failed  miserably  at:  to  get  the 
Cubs  into  the  play  offs.  He  will  try  to 
lead  this  often-maligned  group  of  men, 
and  to  shape  them  into  a play  off  ready 
machine.  Here  are  two  words  for 
Baker:  good  luck. 


The  Cubs  were  not  the  only  Chi- 
cago team  to  wheel  and  deal  in  the  off- 
season. The  While  Sox  made  two 
trades  to  pul  them  back  into  post-sea- 
son contention. 

The  first  was  with  the  Oakland 
Athletics  for  premier  closer  Billy 
Koch.  The  second  was  with  the  Expos 
for  starting  pitcher  Bartolo  Coldn.  The 
only  question  the  White  Sox  drew  was 
that  they  had  no  pitching.  Now  with 
the  starting  combo  of  Mark  Buerhlc, 
Coldn  and  fire-bailer  Koch  to  close 
games,  I pray  for  the  team  that  opposes 
the  Sox. 

While  many  teams  were  trying  to 
conserve  money  this  off-season,  the 
Philadelphia  Phillies  came  out  of  the 
starting  blocks  at  a mad  dash,  and  its 
first  target  was  Cleveland  Indian  first 
baseman  Jim  Thome. 

Once  they  signed  him  to  an  out- 
rageous six-year  $90  million  contract 
they  moved  on  to  third  baseman  David 
Bell.  Sure  they  spent  way  too  much 
money  for  two  players  who  are  at  the 
end  of  their  careers,  but  they  arc  still 
building  for  the  present.  So  expect  an 
offensive  eruption  in  Philly. 

The  National  League  East  title  has 
always  gone  through  Atlanta.  How- 
ever, due  to  age  and  absorbed  con- 
tracts, it  might  not. 

Gone  are  the  long-time  names  of 
Tom  Glavine,  Millwood,  Mike 
Remlinger  and  even  up-and-comers 
Damian  Moss  and  Tim  Spooneybargcr. 
In  their  place  arc  Mike  Hampton,  hop- 
ing to  resurrect  his  career  after  a hor- 
rible stint  in  Colorado.  Russ  Ortiz,  and 
Paul  Byrd.  Definitely  a drop  off  in  tal- 
ent. 

So  who  will  be  going  to  the  World 
Series.  Well,  only  lime  will  tell,  so  let’s 
play  ball  and  find  out. 


Both  teams  strived  on  defense  and 
after  seeing  the  results  of  this  year’s 
big  game,  it  can  be  said  that  defense 
truly  does  win  championships. 

the  seven  seas 
time  will  tell. 
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Wolves  baseball  team  ready  to  start  season 


New  players,  new  team 
new  hope  for  spring 

By  Adam  Fox 

Spring  is  a time  where  men  of  all 
ages,  races  and  denominations  turn 
their  passions  toward  love,  nature  and 
baseball.  Yes,  baseball.  This  proud 
sport  is  known  as  America’s  pastime, 
where  men  take  the  field  to  prove  to 
each  other  who  is  superior.  This  is  no 
different  at  Joliet  Junior  College,  where 
the  Wolves,  coached  by  Wayne  King, 
cannot  wait  to  start  their  upcoming  sea- 

With  nearly  all  their  starters  and 


sophomores  moving  on  to  other  places, 
this  year's  team  is  mostly  made  up  of 
freshman. 

"We’re  going  to  be  young  for  the 
first  part  of  the  season  and  we  will  see 
how  it  goes  after  that,"  said  King. 

This  year’s  team  is  relying  heavily 
on  its  young  pitchers,  which  include 
freshmen  Brandon  Tauer,  Ben  Boresi, 
Scott  Kratz,  and  sophomores  Chas 
Dobes  and  Keith  Pfeifer.  The  team  is 
also  depending  on  veteran  outfielders 
Robert  Sullivan,  Andy  Radak  and 
Derek  Sutor,  as  well  as  veteran  third 
baseman  Ty  Tomincasa. 

"The  weakest  position  on  the  team 
is  the  inexperience,"  said  King  about 


what  he  thinks  is  the  team’s  weakest 
point.  “When  you  are  a two-year  pro- 
gram, you  can  only  be  a freshman  for 
about  a couple  weeks.  If  you  are  play- 
ing all  the  time  in  every  game,  well, 
you’re  not  a freshman  any  more." 

Last  year  the  Wolves  baseball 
team’s  record  was  18-35  and  they  fin- 
ished second  in  the  North  Central  Com- 
munity College  conference.  Also,  four 
players  won  all-region  player  honors 
last  season:  pitcher  Derek  Claussen, 
third  basemen  Kevin  Boyd,  shortstop 
Mike  Maher  and  outfielder  Andrew 
Gallagher. 

The  Wolves'  season  begins  on 
Saturday,  March  8. 


Lady  Wolves  deserve  more  credit 


Candace  Robinson  salutes  the  basket. 

Photo  by  Adam  Farcus 

By  Megan  Gilman 

With  one  more  game  to  play  in  the 
season,  the  Lady  Wolves  finished  their 
home  schedule  with  a win  against  Tri- 
ton College.  With  the  win,  the  team  im- 
proves to  \\-\l  overall  and  2-5  in  the 
North  Central  Community  College 
Conference.  The  ladies  have  won  three 
of  their  past  five  games. 

With  the  mini-winning  streak  they 
have  been  experiencing,  the  Lady 
Wolves  have  been  able  to  show  the 
basketball  community  that  they  are  a 
team  of  talented  individuals. 

The  team's  momentum  seemed  to 
turn  around  after  the  William  Rainey 
Harper  College  game  on  Jan.  28,  with 
the  Lady  Wolves  pushing  by  the  Hawks 
69-64.  The  game  was  a huge  upset  be- 


cause the  Hawks  were  ranked  number 
eight  in  the  NJCAA  Division  III 
women's  basketball  poll 

In  the  game,  Kelly  Pero  scored  25 
points  to  go  along  with  eight  assists. 
Candace  Robinson  totaled  15  points, 
13  rebounds  and  five  assists.  Danielle 
Mumm  also  played  well  for  the  team, 
scoring  12  points,  grabbing  10  re- 
bounds and  dishing  out  four  assists. 

However,  the  winning  ways  of  the 
Lady  Wolves  were  stopped  as  they  met 
the  College  of  DuPage  on  Feb.  I The 
Chaparrals  are  the  defending  NJCAA 
Division  III  National  Champs  and  are 
currently  ranked  number  one  in  the 
NJCAA  Division  III  women’s  basket- 
ball poll. 

Again,  Pero  and  Robinson  paved 
the  way  for  the  Wolves.  Pero  scored 
24  points,  grabbed  nine  rebounds  and 
dished  out  six  assists. 

Robinson  scored  14  points  and 
grabbed  14  rebounds.  However,  the 
Lady  Wolves  fell  6 1 -58  to  the  Chapar- 
rals. 

“Despite  the  outcome,  I thought 
we  played  one  of  our  best  games  of  the 
season  tonight,"  said  head  coach  Tony 
Giese.  "We  are  starting  to  get  it  to- 
gether out  there,  and  I think  we  are  re- 
ally starting  to  scare  some  teams  that 
may  take  us  for  granted.’’ 

The  ladies  dropped  another  game 
on  Feb.  4 to  Rock  Valley  College.  The 
team  got  off  to  a slow  start  and  could 
not  catch  up.  The  Wolves  fell  77-55  to 


the  Golden  Eagles. 

After  the  two  losses,  the  ladies  got 
back  on  the  winning  track  with  a 71- 
47  victory  over  Oakton  Community 
College  on  Feb.  6. 

The  girls  jumped  out  to  a 20-point 
lead  early  in  the  game.  Leading  the  way 
to  the  win  were  Pero  and  Robinson. 
Pero  scored  22  points  and  dished  out 
five  assists.  Robinson  scored  19  points 
and  grabbed  1 8 rebounds. 

Then,  the  team  won  its  last  home 
game  against  Triton  College  on  Feb.  1 1 
Leading  the  way  for  the  team  were, 
again,  Pero  and  Robinson.  Pero  scored 
15  points,  grabbed  four  rebounds  and 
dished  out  four  assists,  while  Robinson 
recorded  her  20th  consecutive  double- 
double with  12  points  and  14  rebounds. 


Jody  Byers 

Sophomore  forward  Jody  Byers  has  been  working  hard  to  help 
the  Lady  Wolves  with  their  11-17  record  this  season.  Byers  currently 
averages  7.6  points  per  game  and  has  been  helping  the  team  with  her 
accumulation  of  rebounds  and  assists.  Byers  transferred  to  JJC  from 
Glen  Oaks  Community  College  in  Michigan.  Not  only  is  Byers  a 
great  basketball  player,  but  she  also  finds  time  to  help  out  worthy 
causes  as  well.  She  ran  in  the  Relay  for  Life  and  the  March  of  Dimes. 
She  is  most  definitely  a player  to  keep  your  eyes  on  this  season. 


Michal  Vavrek 

Freshman  forward  Michal  Vavrek  was  a key  player  in  leadinj 
the  men’s  basketball  team  to  victory  at  the  North  Central  Community 
College  Conference  (N4C)  championship  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  1 1 . H< 
scored  13  of  his  17  points  during  an  early  16-2  run  in  the  first  half,  anc 
he  also  grabbed  10  rebounds.  As  of  Feb.  4 he  is  the  second  ieadinj 
scorer  this  season  and  averages  12.2  points  per  game.  Vavrek  is  fron 
Bauska’Bystrica,  Slovoki,  and  graduated  from  Highland  High  Schoo 
in  Indiana.  Vavrek  was  also  named  to  the  All-Toumament  Team  ear 
lier  this  year.  He  is  most  definitely  turning  out  to  be  a valuable  asset  t< 
the  Wolves’  basketball  team. 


Phoios  courtesy  of  ihc  alhlclic  department 
Copy  by  Jessica  Harvey 


Men’s  Basketball  Wins  Community  College  Championship 


David  Guild  dunks  like  lie’s  never  dunked 
Photo  by  Adam  Farcus 


Wolves  are  #1  in  North 
Central  Championship 

By  Megan  Gilman 

Despite  a promising  winning 
streak  and  the  North  Community  Col- 
lege Conference  Championship  title. 


the  Wolves  fell  to  Olive  Harvey  Col- 
lege on  Feb.  15  by  a score  of  99-95. 
The  team  struggled  to  combat  the  6- 
foot-7,  255-  pound  Fabian  Watson, 
who  scored  20  points  and  1 1 rebounds. 

Leading  the  Wolves  were  Eddie 
Small  and  Chris  Wesby.  Small  scored 
24  points,  including  13  after  halftime. 
Wesby  pulled  in  1 6 points  for  the  team 
as  well  . As  of  Feb.  18  they  held  a 22-6 
overall  record. 

Even  with  the  Saturday  night  loss, 
the  men's  basketball  team  has  still  had 
a phenomenal  season  and  to  top  it  off, 
they  have  won  the  N4C  Championship 
with  an  84-75  defeat  of  Triton  College 
on  Feb.  1 1 

Leading  the  way  for  the  wolves 
were  Small  and  Gordon  Morgan. 
Small  recorded  24  points  against  the 
Trojans,  and  grabbed  13  rebounds. 
Morgan  scored  16  points  and  grabbed 
10  rebounds. 

The  team  has  been  showing  what 
they  are  made  of  all  season  long,  and 
the  Wolves  are  currently  ranked  num- 
ber six  in  the  NJCAA  Division  III  Poll. 

The  team  won  four  out  of  its  last 
five  games,  which  included  an  all  out 
war  against  Prairie  Stale  College  on 
Feb.  8. 


In  the  game,  the  Pioneers  had  five 
technical  fouls  and  two  ejections. 

"It  got  really  ugly  out  there  in  the 
second  half,"  said  head  coach  Joe 
Kuhn.  "It’s  really  a shame  to  see  things 
happen  like  that  on  the  court,  but  I think 
our  guys  really  fed  off  their  antics." 

Leading  the  way  for  the  Wolves 
were  Michal  Vavrek  and  Wesby. 
Vavrek  scored  25  points  and  grabbed 
eight  rebounds. 

Wesby  recorded  23  points  and 
seized  10  rebounds  against  the  Pio- 
neers. 

Though  the  Wolves  defeated  Rock 
Valley  College  with  a walloping  score 
of  102-83  in  their  first  meeting  on  Jan. 
14,  the  second  time  these  two  teams 
met,  on  Feb.  4,  the  score  would  be 
much  close.  Still,  JJC  prevailed  with  a 
score  of  79-70. 

Leading  the  way  for  the  Wolves 
was  Small.  He  scored  20  points  and 
grabbed  1 1 rebounds. 

Also  playing  well  for  the  Wolves 
were  Vavrek  and  Earl  Hughes.  Vavrek 
and  Hughes  both  scored  12  points  in 
the  game. 

The  Wolves  recorded  their  first 
home  loss  of  the  season  on  Feb.  1 
against  the  College  of  DuPage.  The 


team  fell  6 1-58. 

The  team  lost  several  eight  point 
leads  in  the  last  two  minutes  of  the  game 
and  committed  25  turnovers  in  the  game. 
Leading  the  way  for  the  Wolves  were 
Morgan  and  Vavrek.  Morgan  scored  19 
points  and  recorded  five  steals. 


Vavrek  scored  17  points  and 
grabbed  nine  rebounds  in  the  loss. 

The  Wolves  have  played  like  a 
championship  team  and  hope  to  con- 
tinue that  play  into  the  playoffs, 
which  will  lake  place  Friday,  Feb  28, 
and  Saturday,  Feb.  29. 


Gordon  Morgan  defends  JJC  turf  during  a game  against  Harper  College  on  Jan.  28 


Photo  by  Adam  Farcus 
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Traditions  kept  alive  at  Native  American  Pow  Wow 


Music,  dance  and  craft 
all  part  of  celebration 

By  Justin  Johnson 

Native  American  cullure  and  tra- 
dition is  alive  and  well  at  Joliet  Junior 
College.  The  seventh  annual  Native 
American  Pow  Wow,  sponsored  by  the 
Native  American  Club,  was  held  on 
Saturday,  March  8.  The  Pow  Wow. 
which  is  a festival  of  the  customs  and 
celebrations  of  the  Native  American 
peoples,  was  designed  to  illustrate  to 
public  their  way  of  life  both  in  their 
beliefs  and  their  traditions. 

“They  [Native  Americans]  still 
have  a strong  sense  of  their  tradition 
and  you  can  see  tradition  in  the  drums, 
dances,  singing,  dress,  crafts  and  man- 
nerisms of  the  people  at  the  Pow  Wow," 
said  Fred  Harris,  adviser  for  the  Native 
American  Club. 

Besides  browsing  the  authentic 
crafts  and  wares  of  the  many  vendors 
in  attendance,  visitors  were  able  to  see 
and  be  a part  of  some  of  the  dancing 
and  drum  traditions  of  the  different 
tribes  represented.  Incorporated  into 
the  dances  was  a tribute  paid  to  the 
war  veterans  of  past  and  upcoming 
wars.  The  Native  American  culture  is 
the  only  culture  that  recognizes  its  vet- 
erans and  elders  in  this  fashion  of  song 
and  dance.  The  overwhelming  theme 
in  the  majority  of  the  dances  was  that 
of  unity  and  friendship. 

"I  enjoy  coming  to  these  Pow 
Wows  to  see  my  friends  and  to  fellow- 
ship with  diem  in  song  and  dance,"  said 
Tom  Johnson,  one  of  the  participating 
dancers. 

Lany  Lockwood,  who  has  been 
participating  in  JJC’s  Pow  Wow  for  the 


past  three  years,  related  to  audiences 
the  importance  of  storytelling  in  the 
Native  American  tradition.  His  stories 
told  of  how  we  all  are  connected  to  the 
earth  and  how  that  belief  helps  to 
shape  and  guide  people  in  their  own 
lives. 

“People  should  find  that  place 
where  you  can  take  off  your  shoes  and 
connect  with  Mother  Earth.  We  need 


that  right  now,"  said  Lockwood. 

The  Pow  Wow  and  the  Native 
American  Club  itself  evolved  from  Har- 
ris’ desire  for  a better  public  understand- 
ing of  the  Native  American  people  and 
culture.  The  club  works  with  the  Ameri- 
can Indian  Center  in  Chicago  to  help 
promote  and  better  understand  their 
intriguing  culture. 

There  is  a substantial  population 
ofNative  American  peoples  in  the  Chi- 
cago area.  In  1954,  the  federal  govern- 
ment "unrecognized"  many  of  the  es- 
tablished tribes  in  the  U.S.  This  meant 
that  the  people  who  belonged  to  those 
tribes  lost  their  federal  identification 
numbers  and  the  federal  benefits  that 
are  associated  with  being  recognized 
as  a Native  American.  In  return,  the 
government  offered  to  provide  jobs  in 
certain  cities,  Chicago  being  one  of 
those  cities. 

However,  Illinois  was  not  the  only 
state  represented  at  the  Pow  Wow. 
When  trying  to  find  people  to  be  a part, 
the  Native  American  Club  and  the 
American  Indian  Center  also  put  ad- 
vertisements into  Native  American  jour- 
nals and  magazines  across  the  coun- 
try. This  helped  to  produce  a large 


variety  of  Native  American  people  both 
in  tribes  and  location. 

The  Pow  Wow  is  not  the  only 
event  that  the  Native  American  Club  is 
a pan  of.  They  frequently  invite  speak- 
ers and  attend  other  functions  in  order 
to  promote  a better  awareness  of  Na- 
tive American  culture.  Ifyou  want  more 
information,  or  are  interested  in  join- 
ing the  club,  contact  Fred  Harris  at 
(815)280-2566 


Larry  Lockwood  inspires  the  audience 


Photo  by  Jessica  Harvey 


JJC  military  reserves  prepare  for  possible  war  with  Iraq 


By  David  Ashby 

As  a possible  war  with  Iraq  looms 
over  the  horizon,  American  servicemen 
and  women  prepare  for  what  could  be- 
come a major  conflict. 

According  to  Linda  Thompson, 
financial  aid  adviser,  there  are  about 
30-40  reservists  who  currently  attend 
JJC.  Much  like  their  fighting  brothers 
and  sisters  across  the  globe,  they  too 
are  preparing  for  war. 

One  of  these  reservists,  Rick 
Rodgers.  20,  of  the  Army  National 
Guard,  is  a full-time  student  at  JJC.  A 
three-year  veteran  of  the  armed  ser- 
vices, Rodgers  joined  the  army  at  the 
age  of  1 7.  He  originally  wanted  to  be- 
come a police  officer  but  decided  that 
it  was  not  for  him.  Currently,  he  is  work- 
ing full-time  towards  an  associate's 


degree  at  JJC.  In  2002,  he  was  deployed 
to  Germany  in  support  of  Operation 
Enduring  Freedom. 

He  fully  supports  President 
George  W.  Bush  and  a war  with  Iraq. 

“I  agree  with  going  to  war  because 
terrorism  needs  to  stop,"  he  said.  "We 
need  to  get  in  their  faces."  He  also  said 
that  his  strong  belief  in  God  will  help 
guide  him  through  any  difficult  situa- 
tions that  he  may  face. 

Rodgers,  who  is  in  the  infantry 
division,  said  that  he  is  anxious  to  ex- 
perience combat.  His  step-brother,  a 
sniper  on  active  duly  in  the  U S.  Army, 
was  recently  deployed  to  Turkey. 

He  said  that  if  his  regiment  is  called 
up  for  duty,  there  would  be  a good 
chance  that  he  could  be  sent  to  the 
front  line.  Another  possibility  is  that 
he  could  be  stationed  at  home  in  Illi- 


nois, standing  guard  at  airports  or 
nuclear  power  plants. 

Senior  Airman  Josh  Differ.  20,  of 
the  Air  Force  National  Guard,  is  also  a 
full-time  student  at  JJC.  In  September 
he  had  returned  from  a stint  in  the 
United  Arab  Emirates,  where  he  worked 
for  about  six  months  with  satellite  com- 
munications. He  is  currently  a pre-law 
major  and  plans  to  transfer  to  either 
UIC  or  the  University  of  Illinois. 

Though  both  Dillerand  Rodgers' 
families  are  a bit  worried  of  the  possi- 
bility of  seeing  their  relatives  being 
shipped  off  to  the  Middle  East  to  fight, 
they  proudly  stand  by  them.  Rodgers’ 
seven-year-old  brother,  who  idolizes 
his  older  sibling,  walks  around  dressed 
up  army  fatigues. 

“He  wants  to  be  just  like  me," 
Rodgers  said. 


Diller  says  that  one  of  the  most 
important  things  that  people  at  home 
could  do  for  the  men  and  women  of  the 
armed  forces  is  to  send  letters  and 
record  messages  for  soldiers  fighting 
overseas. 

“The  biggest  problem  of  being 
overseas  is  isolation,"  he  said  "Most 
of  the  people  that  you  see  on  a day-to- 
day  basis  are  other  servicemen  and 
women." 

Stores  like  Circuit  City  and  Wal- 
Mart  usually  have  displays  which  of- 
fer people  to  record  a personal  mes- 
sage for  those  fighting  overseas.  These 
messages  are  usually  shown  to  large 
groups  of  servicemen  and  women. 

“It's  encouraging  to  know  that 
people  at  home  appreciate  what  we  are 
doing,”  he  said. 


PERSPECTIVES 


March  12,  2003 


Pane  \ 2 


^/azct  cl/zeiv 

Referendum  needed  to  accombdate  college’s  needs 


No  question  about  it,  the  JJC 
school  population  is  growing  at  a rapid 
pace.  And  while  this  may  look  promis- 
ing for  the  college,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
accommodate  these  new  students  if  the 
college  docs  not  have  the  funds  to 
maintain  its  campuses. 

According  to  the  Department  of 
Institution  Effectiveness,  in  a 1 0-ycar 
span  (from  1 990  to  2000),  enrollment  at 
JJC  has  increased  by  13  percent.  How- 
ever. last  year  alone  during  the  2002 
spring  semester,  enrollment  increased 
by  ovet  12  percent  from  the  previous 
year. 

So,  on  Jan.  21.  the  JJC  Board  of 
T rnstees  decided  to  place  a referendum 
requesting  a two-cent  tax  increase  in 
the  school's  operation  and  mainte- 

Passing  the  referendum  would 
cqst  a resident  who  owns  a $150,000 
house  an  additional  $10  per  year  in 
taxes.  This  is  a very  small  amount,  con- 


sidering what  JJC  does  for  the  commu- 
nity. 

If  the  referendum  passes,  the 
money  will  be  used  to  update  and  re- 
pair the  school’s  30-year-old  infrastruc- 
ture, which  is  in  much  need  of  repair. 
Major  structures  that  need  to  be  re- 
paired and  updated  include  the  heat- 
ing systems,  cooling  systems,  plumb- 
ing systems,  roofs  and  windows. 

As  it  stands  right  now,  the  costs 
for  repairing  and  updating  the  existing 
infrastructure  costs  about  $2.5  million 
a year.  And  the  physical  plant  also  has 
a backlog  of  $30  million  repairs  that 
need  to  be  addressed  right  away. 

To  fully  understanding  the  need 
for  this  referendum,  one  could  compare 
JJC  to  a common  house.  After  time,  re- 
pairs like  plumbing  and  electricity  need 
to  be  done  to  the  infrastructure.  The 
same  applies  to  JJC’s  30-year-old  cam- 


It  would  cost  the  homeowner 


around  $2,500  to  replace  something; 
simple  like  a roof  on  a house.  However.  | 
to  replace  entire  roof  at  JJC  would  cost ! 
around  $2.5  million. 

And  I’m  sure  that  most  everyone  ; 
here  remembers  when  there  was  a sew- . 
age  backup  on  the  bridge  this  past  ■ 
December.  The  damage  was  estimated  1 
at  about  $25,000,  and  it  greatly  alTected  1 
campus  organizations  such  as  the  j 
Blazer  and  student  government.  So,  | 
how  can  JJC  fix  or  prevent  problems 
such  as  those,  if  there  is  not  enough 
money  to  do  so? 

JJC  plays  an  extremely  important  | 
role  to  a wide  variety  of  people  in  this 
area.  Not  only  is  it  a place  of  higher  I 
learning  for  students  who  are  going  on 
to  four-year  universities,  but  it  also  i 
serves  anyone  in  the  community  who  I 
wants  to  enhance  their  skills  through  : 
continuing  and  lifelong  education 

Some  people  may  feel  that  voting  I 
‘yeS’  for  the  referendum  won’t  benefit  | 


them  if  they  do.not  have  children  who 
attend  JJC,  but  these  people  couldn't 
be  more  wrong.  The  school  offers  non- 
credit classes  to  high  school  students 
and  all  members  of  the  community 
through  the  lifelong  learning  program. 

JJC  also  provides  students  with  a 
reasonably  inexpensive  education.  The 
average  tuition  at  public  Illinois  uni- 
versities is  almost  $4,000  per  year,  and 
the  cost  of  independent  institutions  is 
approximately  $ 1 2,000  per  year. 

However,  tuition  at  JJC  is  signifi- 
cantly lower,  only  costing  students 
approximately  $1,550  a year.  And  ac- 
cording to  the  Illinois  Community  Col- 
lege Board  statistics,  community  col- 
leges account  for  60%  of  all  under- 
graduate students  enrolled  in  Illinois 
Public  Higher  Education. 

The  college  district  covers  a broad 
area  of  land,  therefore  providing  ser- 
vices to  many  people.  The  district 
spans  1,442-square  miles,  which  in- 


cludes Will  County  and  sections  of  six 
other  surrounding  counties.  | 

It  is  also  important  that  students 
in  this  district  arc  able  to  attain  a high- 
quality  education  because  these  will 
be  the  people  who  make  future  deci- 
sions for  our  country.  We  need  to  main- 
tain quality  education  for  our  future 
leaders. 

JJC  is  the  oldest  community  col- 
lege in  the  country,  and  it  has  been  pro- 
viding quality  education  to  students 
since  1901.  The  college  has  served 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  residents 
since  its  commencement. 

If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  to 
help  educate  the  community  about  this 
important  referendum  for  JJC,  please 
e-mail  cilizensforiic@citvofioliet.com. 

And  remember  to  go  out  and  vote 
‘yes’  for  the  JJC  referendum  oii  April  1 . 
For  only  pennies  a day,  you  will  help 
maintain  an  extremely  important  part  of 
our  growing  community.  j 


fette*  to  the.  fcLtoH 


Student  Alliance  changes  name 


The  former  Student  Alliance 
currently  changed  their  name 
o Student  Government  due  to  the 
act  of  student  perceptions. 

Most  students  did  not  know 
hat  Student  Alliance  was. 

Now  that  our  Student  Govem- 
nent  has  made  a commitment  of 
cadcrsYup  in  many  different  com- 
nittec  (i.e..  TPC  committee,  Code 
>f  Conduct  committee.  Academic 
standards  committee  and  Beverage 
jrant  Committee),  as  well  as  these 
allege  committee  our  Student  Gov- 
:mment  is  to  include  the  Illinois 


Community  College  Board  and  the 
Illinois  Board  of  Higher  Education 
Student  Advisory  Committee. 

Before  Student  Alliance  did 
not  govern  under  and  type  of  gov- 
ernment, but  with  the  change  in 
leadership  and  commitment  the 
new  Student  Government  is  com- 
mitted to  putting  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege on  the  state  leadership  map. 
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War  with  Iraq?  Dude!  Let’s  just  do  it 


By  Matt  Furlane 

War  in  Iraq?  After  years  of  beer, 
sports  or  careerism-induced  social  apa- 
thy, college  students  all  over  the  coun- 
try are  rousing  themselves  in  protest 
against  war  in  Iraq.  By  the  way,  did 
anyone  under  25  actually  vote  in  the 
1999  presidential  elections?  I voted  for 
Dukakis  - or  somebody  like  that. 

The  world  is  just  too  damn  big  to 
change,  and  besides,  going  against 
culture  puls  you  in  the  camp  of  freaks, 
punks  and  nerds. 

Might  as  well  think  about  sex  and 
coercing  parents  into  giving  us  the 
keys  to  the  Lincoln  Navigator  (crash 
that  baby!).  Eat,  drink  and  be  merry  for 
tomorrow  when  we  get  jobs  and  settle 
down  to  be  normal. 

However,  the  fresh  air  of  protest 
can  be  intoxicating  because  in  the  mo- 
ment you  take  a stand  for  something, 
(like  truth)  you  join  the  ranks  of  an  elite 
few  (Christ,  Ghandi,  Chavez,  Ali  and, 
oh,  why  not,  Neil  Young).  If  you're 
gonna  do  it,  do  it  with  your  boots  on. 
Andy  Warhol  was  the  philosopher  of 
our  age,  until  the  Simpsons  came 
around. 

War  in  Iraq?  Please,  we’ll  be  out 
of  there  before  you  can  ask,  “Should 
wc  pay  students  to  binge  drink?”  Be- 
sides, it  was  our  parent’s  fault.  It  was 
their  generation  that  started  all  this, 
remember  Berkley? 


| But,  back  to  Saddam.  Ifyou  can’t 
j love  the  guy,  then  at  least  laugh  at  him 
i from  across  the  Pacific  or  whatever  sea 
i is  between  us.  It’s  the  2 1 “century,  and 
| the  guy  still  speaks  to  people  with  a 
i rifle  in  his  hand  - “Hey  everybody  is 
j cheering  for  me!!  Envy  my  99.9  percent 
| approval  rating,  Mr  Bush!” 

I think  all  people  seeking  power 
should  cany  a gun  because  it  is  better 
! to  be  feared  than  loved. 

Sorry  Nicolo  Mozerella,  1 want  to 
be  loved,  especially  by  attractive 
■people  with  money  and  food  in  the 
Ifridge.  And  as  far  as  ruling  the  world, 
Jno  way,  it  takes  way  loo  much  time  and 
distracts  me  from  my  chief  love  - down- 
loading MP3’s  endlessly. 

; War  in  Iraq?  It’s  going  to  totally 
ruin  March  madness.  First  there  will  be 
a draft  and  then  coaches  all  over  the 
country  will  panic  because  their  cham- 
pionship fantasies  will  wither  away  as 
young  athletic  men  go  off  to  war.  Art- 
ists everywhere  will  head  to  Canada 
jbecause...well  let’s  face  it,  you  don’t 
want  us  on  the  front  lines:  “Hey  Sarge 
pi'  buddy,  listen,  I know  using  multi- 
colored tracers  will  give  away  our  po- 
sition, but  they  look  great  in  battle,  and 
|f  we  fire  in  unison  to  the  rhythm  of  a 
techno  beat,  it  would  really  add  some- 
thing original  to  the  polyphonic  tex- 
ture of  this  war.” 

i War  in  Iraq?  Listen,  I need  to  get 
but  of  school  and  settle  down  I was 


thinking  of  starting  my  own  reality  TV 
show  called  “Joe  Poverty.”  I would 
gather  together  ten  magazine-cover 
beautiful  women  and  tell  them  I was 
living  at  the  poverty  level.  They  would 
think  I was  lying  and  that  I was  a se- 
cret millionaire. 

After  several  wonderful  evenings 
at  Wendy’s  (the  salad  is  great  and  you 
know  it)  I would  say,  “No,  I really  am 
dirt  poor. . what?  Don’t  leave  mp!  I love 
YOU  for  who  YOU  arc...  YOUR  fake 
blond  hair  and  YOUR  distractingly 
busty  implants... I have  personality!! 
Damn  it,  come  back!!”  Oh,  the  ratings. 

If  a girl  had  to  date  a tyrant,  I think 
Kim  Dong  IV  of  Central  Korea  would 
get  top  votes.  The  guy’s  not  pqor  and 
although  his  people  are  starving,  he’s 
obviously  not.  Girls  would  melt  over 
his  ‘mother  of  all’  little  potbelly; 

You  could  rub  it  for  good  luck  and 
make  him  laugh  like  a little  Buddfia.And 
the  hair  is  so  retro,  like  a 1950s  IBM 
bureaucrat  remix.  But  the  perks'  would 
make  up  for  it:  "Hey  little  American  girl 
watch  this  (pause  as  missile  flies  to 
L.A.).  How  many  men  from  youf  coun- 
try can  do  that?  Kiss  me  you  fool.” 

War  in  Iraq?  Let’s  ‘just  do  it’  and 
get  it  over  with  so  we  can  destroy  ev- 
erything, rebuild  it  all  American  style 
and  10  years  from  now  wc  can  start 
importing  Iraq  luxury  cars  that  run  on 
hydrogen  and  oil-stained  Nikes  made 
in  presidential  palace  sweatshops. 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letterand 
sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for  space 
and  content.  You  may  send  letters 'through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping  them  off  at 
the  Blazer  office  at  H- 1 0 1 5B. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone  number: 

280-2313 

E-mail:  blazermail@jjc.edu 
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Roosevelt  University’s  programs  in  hospitality 
and  tourism  management  help  you  create 
exciting  experiences  and  warm  memories  for 
guests  and  visitors.  Concentrate  in: 

LODGING  CONVENTIONS 

IOOD  AND  BEVERACE  EXHIBITION 
MEETINGS  MANAGEMENT 

A complete  range  of  day, 
evening  and  weekend  classes 
at  our  Loop  and  Schaumburg 
campuses — along  with  online 
options — lets  you  decide 
when  and  where  to  complete 
the  degree  you  began  at  your 
community  college. 


Wednesday,  April  9 
6 to  7 pm 
Chicago  Campus 


Chicago  • Schaumburg 
roosevclt.edu  1-877-Apply-RU 
Where  y on  want  to  be! 


LIVE  UP  TO 

YOURS. 

An  Associate  Degree  is  just 
the  beginning.  How  tar  you  go 
is  entirely  up  to  you. 

At  DeVry  University,  you  can  get 
a Bachelor's  Degree  on  your  terms. 
Classes  are  ottered  days,  nights, 
weekends,  and  even  online  at 
locations  convenient  to  where 
you  live  or  work. 

Our  goal  at  DeVry  is  to  give 
you  the  education,  skills,  and 
confidence  you  need  to  reach 
your  career  potential. 


DeVry  V7 

University 
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Vet  tech  opens  its  doors 


By  Geralyn  Caravan  and 
Laurie  Kauzlaric 

The  vel  tech  club  will  host  their 
third  annual  open  house  on  Saturday. 
April  5,  from  noon  to  4 p.m.  This  open 
house  will  give  local  veterinarians,  as- 
piring vet  tech  students  and  the  public 
an  opportunity  to  tour  the  veterinary 
school  building  and  to  find  out  more 
about  what  the  veterinary  medical  tech- 
nology program  offers. 

Besides  the  tours,  there  will  be 
raffles  and  booths  featuring  animal-re- 
lated products  such  as  pel  food,  and  a 
booth  that  will  relay  information  about 
the  Greyhound  Rescue  Program  will 
also  be  set  up.  For  additional  fun,  there 
will  also  be  a demonstration  given  by 
the  Joliet  Police  Department,  with  its 
canine  unit  sporting  the  new  bullet- 
proof vests  the  vet  tech  club  donated 
to  the  dogs. 

Finally,  there  will  be  an  opportu- 
nity to  view  animals  for  adoption.  The 
vet  lech  program  gets  animals  six- 
months  old  and  older  from  Animal  Con- 
trol, so  the  students  can  leam  about 
the  care  of  animals  first-hand. 

At  the  end  of  each  semester,  the 
animals  are  put  up  for  adoption.  This 
semester,  if  you  attend  the  Open 
House,  you  can  view  animals  such  as 
cute  dogs,  cats  or  iguanas,  and  if  inter- 
ested you  can  adopt  one  to  bring  home 


on  May  4. 

The  vel  tech  club  is  an  organiza- 
tion that  was  formed  three  years  ago 
by  JJC  faculty  member  Roxanne  Olson. 
Since  that  time,  the  club  leader  posi 
lion  has  been  passed  on  to  Susan  Rip 
per,  who  is  also  a JJC  faculty  member 

Currently,  there  arc  about  40 
bers  in  the  club.  A person  who  is  not 
studying  veterinary  technology  is  un- 
able to  hold  a club  officer  position. 
However,  that  is  the  only  restriction  put 
on  non-vet  tech  members,  and  they  are 
not  meant  to  be  singled  out,  says  Rip- 
per. 

The  idea  of  this  club  was  based 
on  the  concepts  of  helping  to  educate 
people  about  animals  and  giving  some- 
thing back  to  the  community  every  year. 

One  of  the  vet-tech  club’s  events 
include  the  annual  dog  wash.  Last  fall, 
diligent  club  members  soaked  and 
scrubbed  100  dogs  in  one  day.  And  if 
that  wasn’t  enough,  they’re  going  to 
do  it  all  again  next  fall. 

The  club  is  also  working  in  con- 
nection with  Avon.  There  is  a flyer  that 
your  Avon  representative  can  give  to 
you  regarding-certain  products  you 
could  buy  to  help  wildlife.  Thirty-five 
percent  from  each  sale  is  given  to  the 
wildlife  fundraiser. 

For  more  information  on  the  Vet- 
Tech  Club  or  the  open  house,  visit  their 
website  at  www.jjc.edu/Clubs/vet-tech/ 


Cosmetology  program  coming  soon  to  JJC 


Popular  classes  set  to 
begin  fall  semester 

By  Jen  Holdcrficld 

In  the  spring  of 2002,  Trendsetters 
College  of  Cosmetology  approached 
Joliet  Junior  College  about  a dual-en- 
rollment program.  After  working  out  the 
details,  the  two  parties  came  to  a mu- 
tual agreement  for  a partnership  to  pro- 
vide students  at  JJC  access  to  a cos- 
metology curriculum. 

The  program  will  provide  college 
credit  classes  and  will  be  offered  only 
to  those  in  the  cosmetology  field.  Stu- 
dents enrolled  in  the  program  can  work 
toward  a Certificate  of  Achievement  or 
an  Associate  of  Applied  Science  De- 
gree. 

According  to  Judith  Rachel,  nurs- 
ing department  chairperson,  JJC  is  cur- 
rently waiting  for  the  Illinois  Commu- 
nity College  Board  to  approve  the  alli- 

The  program’s  general  education 
classes  will  be  provided  on  the  cam- 
puses of  JJC,  while  the  cosmetology 


classes  will  be  given  at  Trendsetters. 
Currently  there  are  two  Trendsetters 
campuses  located  in  Mokena  and  in 
Bradley. 

Overseeing  the  JJC  portion  of  the 
program  will  be  Rachel,  while  at 
Trendsetters,  Lori  Clark  will  be  the  su- 
pervisor. 

Curriculum  for  the  general  educa- 
tion classes  are  as  follows:  ENG  180 
Technical  Writing  or  ENG  101  Rheto- 
ric, PSYC  272  Stress  Management, 
MATH  101  Business  Math,  CIS  126 
Microsoft  Office  and  one  elective. 

The  cosmetology  classes  at 
Trendsetters  will  cover  all  aspects  of 
hair,  nail  and  make-up.  These  classes 
are  broken  into  three  level  classes; 
Basic  I and  II,  Intermediate  I and  II  and 
Advanced  I and  II. 

Graduates  will  be  given  the  option 
to  walk  on  commencement  day  at  JJC. 
All  graduates  will  be  qualified  to  test 
for  their  license  with  the  slate  and 
many  can  also  go  on  to  achieve  a bach- 
elors degree  in  business. 

Today  there  is  a high  demand  for 
graduates  in  the  cosmetology  field. 
Career  opportunities  include  working 


at  beauty  salons,  barber  shops,  skin 
care  salons  and  nail  salons. 

Others  educated  in  the  field  have 
moved  on  to  image  consulting,  corpo- 
rate positions,  marketing  and  writing 
for  magazines,  product  representation, 
cosmetic  research  or  cosmetics  train- 
ing as  an  educator. 

Students  interested  in  the  new 
cosmetology  program  would  need  to 
first  apply  to  Trendsetters  and  get  ac- 
cepted. They  would  then  enroll  at  JJC 
and  begin  classes.  Further  information 
is  available  by  calling  (708)  478-6907 
The  program,  once  approved,  is  set  to 
start  in  the  Fall  2003  semester. 
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Civil  rights  hero  Thurgood  Marshall  reborn  on  U.S.  postage  stamp 


By  David  Ashby 

Civil  righls  lawyer  and  Supreme 
Court  justice  Thurgood  Marshall  was 
honored  in  a stamp  unveiling  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  26.  on  the  bridge  at 
the  main  campus.  The  presentation, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  Joliet  Post 
Office  and  JJC.  was  designed  to  reflect 
on  the  life  of  Marshall  and  celebrate 
Black  History  Month. 

The  speakers  at  the  ceremony  in- 
cluded J.D.  Ross,  JJC  president;  Rev. 
Theresa  Dear,  president  of  the  DuPage 
County  NAACP;  Anissa  Jones,  the 


director  of  student  activities,  Lavon 
Pettis,  student  trustee,  and  James  M. 
Holmes,  the  lead  execulive/distric, 
manager  of  the  U.S.  Postal  Service-Cen- 
tral Illinois  District. 

Members  of  the  JJC  Chamber  Sing- 
ers and  JJC  Chorale  also  participated 
in  the  event,  singing  the  National  An- 
them, the  Negro  National  Anthem  and 
/ Dream  a World,  a song  based  on  a 
poem  by  Harlem  Renaissance  poet 
Langston  Hughes.  They  were  directed 
by  Phillip  Spencer  and  were  accompa- 
nied by  trumpet  player  Donald  Stinson. 

A grandson  of  a former  slave, 


Marshall  was  bom  in  Baltimore,  Mary  - 
land, in  1 908  to  a teacher  and  a lawyer. 
After  graduating  from  high  school  at 
the  age  of  16,  he  attended  Lincoln  Uni- 
versity in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
graduated  with  high  honors.  He  then 
went  to  study  at  Howard  University  in 
Washington  D.C.  after  being  turned 
down  by  the  University  of  Maryland 
School  of  Law  because  of  his  race. 

From  1 939- 1 96 1,  Marshall  served 
as  director  and  chief  counsel  for  the 
NAACP  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  where  he  spent  much  of  his  time 
traveling  throughout  the  south  and 
defending  victims  of  racial  discrimina- 
tion. He  often  lived  in  very  dangerous 
and  hostile  circumstances. 

“Everyday  his  life  was  threat- 
ened,” said  Holmes  in  his  speech. 

Despite  these  tough  surround- 
ings, he  continued  to  stand  his  ground 
and  fight  against  state-sponsored  dis- 
crimination. During  his  career  as  a law- 
yer he  amassed  a large  amount  of  vic- 
tories, including  the  landmark  Brown 
vs.  Board  of  Education  in  1954. 
Marshall  won  29  of  the  32  cases  he 
brought  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  the 
most  ever  won  by  a lawyer  in  Ameri- 
can history. 


In  1961,  President  John  F.  Kennedy 
appointed  him  to  the  United  States  Sec- 
ond Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  and  in 
1967,  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  nominated 
him  to  the  Supreme  Court.  Two  months 
later  the  Senate  confirmed  his  appoint- 
ment, making  him  the  first  African 
American  to  serve  on  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court. 

During  his  24  years  on  the  highest 
court  of  America,  Marshall  went  to  great 
lengths  to  support  the  nation’s  voice- 
less, He  fought  against  discrimination 
towards  all  races,  religions  and  creeds, 
and  he  was  a major  voice  for  the  rights 
of  African  Americans,  women,  prison- 
ers and  the  homeless.  He  retired  in  1 99 1 
from  the  court  due  to  poor  health  and 
died  two  years  later. 

Dear  spoke  passionately  about 
Marshall’s  legacy.  She  urged  that  ev- 
erybody must  “harness,  embody  and 
act  with  the  same  passion  and  sense  of 
principle  that  Justice  Marshall  epito- 
mized.” She  also  said  the  children  of 
America  must  realize  that  “the  shoes 
that  they  must  fill  are  the  worn  soles 
that  march  for  justice  and  never  ran  from 
opposition.” 

Jones  commented  that  it  is  always 
important  to  respect  and  value  other 


J.D.  Ross  discusses  the  life  of  Thurgood 
Marshall. 
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culture,  and  Pettis  included  in  her 
speech  about  how  Marshall  “success- 
fully paved  the  way  so  all  Americans 
could  reach  for  their  dreams  and  attain 
their  goals.” 

The  Thurgood  Marshall  stamp  is 
the  26th  addition  to  the  Post  Office’s 
Black  Heritage  Series,  which  honors  a 
different  African  American  every  Feb- 
ruary in  accordance  to  Black  History 
Month.  Previous  honorees  include 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jackie  Robinson, 
Malcolm  X,  Harriet  Tubman  and 
Hughes. 


JJC  joins  worldwide  protest 


By  Margaret  Bochlc 

On  March  3,  in  59  countries  and 
all  50  states,  more  than  1 ,000  readings 
of  the  play  Lysistrala  took  place  to  pro- 
test the  war  against  Iraq.  Jennifer 
Ludden.  a former  student  of  JJC,  orga- 
nized a local  reading  on  the  bridge  of 
JJC’s  main  campus  after  she  was  un- 
successful in  joining  one  in  the  Chi- 
cago area. 

The  play  was  read  mostly  by  JJC 
students,  including  members  in  theJC 
Players  club  and  individuals  from  the- 
ater department.  They  all  had  a lot  of 
fun  participating,  and  Ludden  is  glad 
she  was  able  to  take  part  in  it. 

Lysistrala  was  written  more  than 
2,400  years  ago  in  Greece  by 
Aristophanes  and  is  a tale  full  of  bawdy 
humor  that  kept  crowds  across  the 
world  grinning  the  entire  way  through. 
It  is  the  story  of  Lysistrala,  who  is  fed 
up  with  all  of  the  men  going  off  to  fight 
in  the  war  between  Sparta  and  Athens. 
So  she  organizes  the  Spartan  and  Athe- 
nian women,  and  ihey  decide  to  go  on 


a sex  strike  until  the  men  agree  to  peace. 
Needless  to  say,  it  does  not  take  long 
for  them  to  comply. 

Around  the  world,  but  especially 
in  New  York  and  California,  the  play 
was  read  by  such  known  personas  as 
Vanessa  Redgrave,  F.  Murray  Abraham 
and  other  former  stars  of  Star  Trek 
fame. 


Taya  Langlois  reads  Lysistrala. 
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YOU’VE  NEVER 
PLAYED  SOLDIER 
LIKE  THIS  BEFORE 

Visit  your  local  Army  recruiting  station  for  the  chance 
to  be  a Soldier  for  a day.  It’s  the  perfect  way  to  try  the 
Army  on  for  size.  And  check  out  over  1 80  ways  you  can 
become  AN  ARMY  OF  ONE. 


>>  LOCATION:  Crest  Hill  Recruiting 
Station 

« 1701  Larkin  Ave,  Suite  203 
« Crest  Hill,  IL 


» DATE:  WED,  MAR  26 


> CONTACT:  Crest  Hill  Recruiting 
Station 

c 815-730-9003 


2 MILLION  INVESTORS. 

80  YEARS’  EXPERIENCE. 

1 WEIRD  NAME. 

TIAA-CREF  has  a long  history  of  managing  portfolios  for' the  world’s  sharpest  minds. 
Contact  us  for  ideas,  strategies,  and,  at  the  very  least,  proper  pronunciation. 

TIAA-CREF.org  or  call  (800)  842-2776 


\M) 


Managing  money  for  people 

with  other  things  to  think  aboutr 


RETIREMENT  I INSURANCE  I MUTUAL  FUNDS  I COLLEGE  SAVINGS  I TRUSTS  I INVESTMENT  MANAGEMENT  y 

TIAA-CREF  Individual  and  Institutional  Services,  Inc.  and  Teachers  Personal  Investors  Services,  Inc.  distribute  securities  products. 
For  more  information,  call  (800)  842-2733,  eit  5509,  (or  prospectuses.  Read  them  carefully  before  investing.  © 2002  Teachers 
insurance  and  Annuity  Association-College  Retirement  Equities  Fund  (TIAA-CREF),  730  Third  Avenue.  New  York.  NY  10017 
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QUESTION  OF  THE  ISSUE 

WHO  DO  YOU  MOST  ADMIRE? 


Nicholas  Parlida 
"/  most  admire  Amada 
Rosas  for  her  strength  and 
energy.  She  maintains  a full 
class  schedule,  works  in 
Media  Services  and  always 
volunteers.  She  is  a good 
role  model. 


Drew  Duzinskas 
“/  most  admire  Andy  Neill 
because  he  's  a true  individual 
that  is  unwavering  in  his 
adherence  to  the  principles  he 
believes  in,  and  I respect  that.  " 


A 


Lucy  Castillo 

"I  admire  my  mom  because 
she  raised  us  all  on  her  own. 
■ She  s always  supported  me 
no  matter  what.  She  s not 
only  my  mom,  she  s my 
friend.  I 'm  following  my 
mother  s footsteps  with  my 
own  children.  " 


"I  most  admire  \ lichael 
Jordan  because  he  was  a 
little  man  who  made  it  big.  ' 


Sherry  Watts 

"I  admire  my  mother  because 
she  has  always  been  there  for 
me.  She  s raised  me  well,  she 's 
very  beautiful  and  she  has  a 
real  good  heart.  ” 


Roscndo  Rosas 

“Everybody.  Everybody  has 
something  unique  about 
them. " 

Pholos  and  copy  by  Jessica  Harvey 


We  Boy  Back  Books 
Every  Business  Day! 


St.  Patrick’s  Day 
March  17th 


m 


Cards,  Candy,  Snacks,  JJC  Clothing  & Hats , 
Book  Bags,  Class  Supplies,  Software , 

Gift  Ideas  and  More  —Right  Here  On  Campus! 


> Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore  < 


More  Than  Just  Books! 


Your  JJC  Bookstore  Has  Always  Had 
The  Right  Books  For  All  Your  Classes!  - 
But  Now  Spring  Is  Almost  Here  and  We  Have  | 
Home  & Garden  Decorations  Galore!  - 
With  More  Arriving  Daily! 

Priced  As  Only  The  JJC  Bookstore  Can! 


Order  Your  Books 
Or  Visit  Us  Online  At 
www.j jcbookstore.com 


Located  In  J/Building  - Across  From  The  Service  Center 
Phone  815-280-6767 


Monda\  thru  Thursday 
7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday 

7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 


Breaking  down  gender  barriers 


By  Jessica  Harvey 

The  important  issue  of  gender  was 
addressed  on  March  6,  when  Dr.  Roya 
Falahi-Kharaghani  prcsenled"  Gender 
Across  Cultures"  as  part  of  the  Brown 
Bag  Lecture  Series. 

Falahi  stressed  the  fact  that  people 
need  to  stop  applying  gender  identity 
from  western  culture  to  all  other  cul- 
tures because  every  culture  is  differ- 
ent, and  they  all  have  their  own  accept- 
able gender  practices. 

First,  she  made  sure  that  the  audi- 
ence knew  (he  difference  between  sex 
and  gender.  These  two  terms  are  often 
used  interchangeably,  though  should 
not  be  used  that  way.  While  sex  is  the 
biological  determination  of  male  or  fe- 
malencss,  gender  is  the  personal  and 
social  attachment  of  maleness  or  fe- 
maleness. (While  somebody  may  be 
biologically  male,  they  may  have  the 
gender  of  a female). 

“Gender  affects  every  aspect  of 
our  lives,  from  infancy  to  old  age,”  she 
said. 

Falahi  talked  about  the  three  gen- 
der restrictions,  introduced  by  Sandra 
Bennet. 

The  first  restriction  that  was  ad- 
dressed was  androcentrism,  which 
means  male  centeredncss.  Next,  she 
talked  about  gender  polarization,  which 
refers  to  the  falsehood  that  there  only 
two  genders. 

The  third  and  final  restriction  is 
biological  essentialism,  which  means 
that  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  the 
idea  of  gender  polarization.  In  this  re- 
striction, people  believe  biologically 
men  and  women  are  different;  there- 
fore, they  must  be  treated  differently 


Dr  Roya  Falahi  enlightens  students. 

Pholo  by  Adam  Faicus 

in  a social  setting. 

In  the  United  Stales  and  most  pa- 
triarchal societies  there  are  two  di- 
chotomized genders  (male  and  female), 
and  it  is  often  times  hard,  if  not  made 
to  seem  impossible,  to  cross  the  gen- 
der lines  that  have  been  created. 

Falahi  also  talked  about  the  differ- 
ence between  matriarchal  and  patriar- 
chal societies  and  the  exploitation  of 
women  in  patriarchal  society.  She 
pointed  out  that  there  is  no  evidence 
of  exploitation  of  male  poverty  in  ma- 
triarchal societies  like  there  is  when  men 
are  in  power  and,  there  is  much  more 
female  poverty. 

"ft  is  very  interesting  that  when 
we  talk  about  patriarchy,  we  talk  about 
a system  of  male  domination,  but  we 
don’t  see  this  in  matriarchal  and  egali- 
tarian societies,"  said  Falahi. 

Finally,  she  talked  about  the  ben- 
efits of  going  beyond  the  three  restric- 
tions while  looking  at  other  cultures  as 
well  as  our  own. 

“When  there  are  no  distinctions 
made  between  male  and  female  roles 
we  see  violence-free  societies.  Empha- 
sis is  placed  on  the  contribution  of  the 
members  of  the  society,  not  the  gender 
of  the  contributor,"  she  said. 


BUY  ONE 

OF  OUR  JIMMY  JOHN’S  WORLD’S 
GREATEST  GOURMET  SUBS  OR  CLUBS 
AND  TWO  SODAS 

GET  ONE 

GOURMET  SUB  OR  CLUB  OF  EQUAL  VALUE 


1108  HOUBOLT  RO.  - 730.6048 

JOHNS 

Joliet  nma 
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Rock  Against  Racism 


By  Chris  Parker 

On  Saturday,  March  29,  at  6 p.m.. 
Action  for  Freedom  (AFF)  will  host 
“Rock  Against  Racism”  in  the  Joliet 
Junior  College  cafeteria  on  the  main 
campus.  Many  local  bands  are  sched- 
uled to  appear,  such  as  Dearest  Fae, 
The  Zany  One  a-  ' ;h.  Special 

poetry  by  Reality  win  also  be  presented. 
The  styles  of  each  band  range  from 
political  and  social  rock  to  hip-hop  and 
rap.  The  event  is  expected  to  bring  200 
to  300  people. 

The  cost  of  the  event  will  be  $2  in 
advance,  and  you  can  purchase  tick- 
ets at  H- 10 1 6 on  the  main  campus  or 
pay  S3  at  the  door.  The  proceeds  will 
be  taken  to  a national  organization 
such  as  the  NAACP,  Human  Rights 
Watch  and/or  Equality  Illinois. 

“The  goal  for  this  event  is  to  gather 
a large  mass  of  people  in  one  area  and 
inform  them  that  racism  still  exists  and 
it  hasn’t  disappeared.  As  a matter  a 
fact,  it  happens  here  in  our  own  com- 
munity," said  Mike  Gallo  vice  president 
of  Action  for  Freedom. 

He  stated  the  only  way  to  get  rid 
of  racism  is  simply  to  hear  about  it,  talk 


about  and  then  prevent  it  through  con- 
versation. 

Action  for  Freedom  is  a human 
rights  organization  that  promotes 
awareness  and  social  change.  Profes- 
sor Edward  Senu-Oke  is  the  club  advi- 
sor and  Patrick  Hannigan  is  the  presi- 
dent. Hannigan  also  serves  as  chair- 
men for  the  Collegiate  Club  Council. 

AFF  also  has  plans  for  doing  an 
environmental  act  in  the  near-future. 
In  this  event,  they  will  pick  up  com- 
post around  the  area  communities. 
Another  plan  is  to  join  Food  Not 
Bombs  to  serve  free  meals  to  the  home- 
less^  


• 52  UNDERGRADUATE  degrees, 
majors  and  concentrations, 
plus  pre-professional  and 
interdisciplinary  programs. 

• Our  unique  B.G.I.S.  DEGREE 
that  lets  you  customize 
your  academic  program. 

• Our  2 + 2 PROGRAM  ensures 
a smooth  transition  for 
students  from  community 
colleges. 

• FLEXIBLE  class  schedules 
for  full-  or  part-time  study 
at  three  Chicago-area 
campus  locations,  plus 
online  courses. 

• MORE  OPPORTUNITIES: 
Internships,  international 
studies,  student-faculty 
research  partnerships, 
service  learning-and 
access  to  a top  multi- 
campus library  system, 
career  center,  high-tech 
facilities  and  more. 

• CLASSIC  COLLEGE  LIFE  at  our 
Lake  Shore  Campus  the 
world-class  resources  of 
Chicago  linked  to  our 
Water  Tower  Campus. 

Call  for  more  information: 

1-800-7-LOYOLA 

Visit:  www.luc.edu 
E-mail:  transfer@luc.edu 
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Speech  team  talkin’  to  the  top 


Winning  group  looks 
forward  to  nationals 

By  Stephanie  Irvine 

The  JJC  Speech  Team  has  been 
busy  with  its  tournament  season  this 
year.  On  March  7 and  8,  the  learn  com- 
peted in  the  Illinois  Intercollegiate  Fo- 
rensics Association  (UFA)  State  Com- 
petition at  Northern  Illinois  University 
in  DeKalb,  and  on  Feb.  7 and  8.,  the 
team  competed  at  the  Highland  Com- 
munity College  Tournament  in  Freeport. 

In  the  state  tournament  in  Dekalb, 
Taya  Langlois  won  fourth  place  for  dra- 
matic interpretation  and  Jamie  Motz  won 
fifth  place  for  program  of  oral  interpre- 
tation. Also.  Langlois  and  Steve  Elmore 
won  for  third  place  in  the  duo  category. 

At  the  tournament  in  Freeport, 
Langlois  took  home  a third  place  tro- 
phy in  dramatic  interpretation. 

Though  Langlois  is  a veteran  to 
speech  competitions,  this  was  the  first 
competition  for  seven  out  of  the  eleven 
students  who  participated.  Many  of  the 
speech  team’s  veteran  speakers  had 
graduated  last  semester. 

Both  the  Highland  and  state  tour- 


nament included  speakers  competing 
in  the  categories  of  poetry  interpreta- 
tion, dramatic  interpretation,  prose  in- 
terpretation. informative  speaking,  im- 
promptu speaking  and  persuasive 
speaking  as  well  as  program  oral  inter- 
pretation and  dramatic  duo. 

Those  who  competed  in  the  stale 
competition  include  Langlois,  Motz, 
Elmore,  Kevin  Shafer,  Edwin  Alanis, 
Matt  Steffan,  Jenna  Stworzjanek,  Matt 
Furlane,  Jade  Phillips,  Chrissy  Johns 
and  Dan  Vergo. 

The  speech  team  had  planned  on 
competing  in  the  Harper  College  Tour- 
nament Feb.  14  and  15. 

However,  it  had  to  be  canceled  due 
to  the  large  numbers  of  competitors 
who  were  participating  in  the  school 
play. 

With  the  two  tournaments  under 
their  belts,  the  speech  team  is  looking 
forward  to  the  nationals  tournament  in 
Portland,  Oregon  in  April,  as  well  as 
the  regional  tournament  on  March  14 
and  15. 

The  speech  team  held  an  open 
book  reading  in  the  theater  on  Thurs- 
day, March  6,  as  both  a preparation  for 
the  state  tournament  and  as  a 
fundraiser  for  the  nationals. 


(ffewS  Jitieft 


Brown  Bag  Lecture  Series- 
There  will  be  a Brown  Bag  Lecture 
entitled  "How  to  Make  Money  in 
Real  Estate  with  Little  Money,  and 
A Bit  of  Hard  Work,”  by  Michelle 
Story  and  Bill  O'Connpr  on 
Wednesday,  March  26.  at  noon  in 
room  J-0Q06. 

Childhood  Center  Early 
Childhood  Family  Fun  Night  will  be 
held  in  the  childhood  center  on 
Monday  March  24,  from  6 p.m.  un- 
til 7 30  pair 


Fine  Arts  Department:  The 
Metropolitan  Youth  Symphony  Or- 
chestra. which  was  designed  to  pro- 
mote young  and  talented  musicians, 
will  per/ormon  Sunday,  March  16, 
at  4 p.m.  in  the  fine  arts  theater.  For 
funher  information  call  729-9020 
CXL2223. 

Gamer’s  Club:  The  Gamer’s 
Club  will  hold  a club  lock-in  althe 
Cyber  Cafe  from  3 p.m.  on  March 
1 5 until  7 a.m.  March  16. 

Graphology  Club  The  Gra- 
phology Club  will  be  having  a hand- 
writing anulysis  study  group  on 
Monday,  March  3 1 . from  7 pm.  to  9 
p.m' 

Latinos  llnidos  The  Latinos 
Unidos  will  be  having  their  field  trip 
to  the  Mexican  Fine  Arts  Museum 
in  Chicago  on  Saturday,  March  22. 

! af  930a.m. 

Multicultural  Transfer  Cen- 
ter: There  will  be  an  Adult  Learn- 
ers Expo  on  Tuesday,  March  25, 
from  5:30  p.m.  to  7:30  p.m.  in  the  T- 
Concourse 

The  Multicultural  Transfer 
Center  will  also  welcome  college  re- 
cruiters who  will  provide  informa- 
tion sessions  from  several  colleges 
throughout  the  semester  on 
Wednesday.  April  2.  from  3 p.m.  to 
5 p.m.  Representatives  from  the 
University  of  St.  Francis  will  be  on 
the  bridge,  representatives  from 
Lewis  University  will  be  in  room  J- 
4036:  and  representatives  from  the 
University  of  St.  Francis  will  be  on 
the  bridge  providing  information  on 
the  adult  accelerated  programs.  To 
schedule  an  appointment  contact 
the  Multicultural  Center  at  280- 
2449. 

The  Multicultural  Transfer 
Cento- will  also  hold  a minority  stu- 
dent orientation  on  Wednesday. 
April  9.  at  6 p.m  in  room  J-0004. 

Peace  Rally:  There  will  be- a 
peace  rally  on  Wednesday,  March 
12.  from  1 1 a.in.  to  I p.m.  on  the 
bridge.  There  will  be  an  open  mic 
and.  it  will  feature  speakers  Sandy 
Costa,  John  Lions,  music  by  the  JJC 
Chamber  Singers  & Chorale  and 
music  by  D.J  Steve  Naugluon. 

Social  and  Behavioral  Sci- 
ences: There  will  be  an  array  of 
speakers  talking  about  the  history 
and  importance  of  Irish  Americans 
on  March  14,  from  noon  to  2 p.m. 
on  the  bridge. 


v'  -_v  " 


Governors  State  University 


9:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m. 


:151k. 


Come  for  the  Food  and  Prizes...  Stay  for  the  Education! 
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yourself 
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' - Reserve  your  spot  today.  Qualify  for  a grand  prize! 

Everyone  will  receive  a gift  & refreshments. 
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CJ V\  State 

U Diversity 

empower  yourself 
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call  708-534-4490 
or  E-mail:  gsunow@govst.edu 
Web  site:  www.govst.edu 
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Old  school  laughs  in  new  hit 


Substance  lives  up  to  ‘solid’ 


predecessors 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

There  has  been  no  movie  funnier 
in  recent  years  than  Old  School.  This 
movie  is  a modem  version  of  the  all- 
American  classic.  Animal  House. 

Mitch,  Frank  and  Beanie  (Luke 
Wilson,  Will  Ferrell  and  Vince  Vaughn) 
play  three  friends  from  college  who  find 
themselves  getting  older  and  unhap- 
picr  with  their  lives.  In  an  attempt  to 
relive  their  college  glory  days,  Beanie 
decides  that  he  is  going  to  turn  Mitch's 
new  house,  which  is  located  on  a col- 
lege campus,  into  a fraternity. 

Ferrell  proves  in  this  film  why  he 
is  the  highest  paid  Saturday  Night  Live 
star  in  history.  His  character,  Frank,  had 
me  in  tears  through  the  whole  movie. 
He  truly  is  a comic  genius. 

Vaughn  plays  his  typical  quick 
witted  and  charismatic  character,  while 
Wilson  plays  the  uptight  member  of  the 
gang,  which  fits  him  perfectly. 

Comparisons  can  be  made  be- 
tween Old  School  and  Animal  House, 
but  why  bother9  Take  Old  School  for 
what  it  is.  a comedy  that  was  designed 


to  make  audiences  laugh  and  have  a 
good  time. 

I'm  sure  that  it  is  possible  that 
some  of  the  similarities  between  the  two 
are  a little  more  than  coincidence,  but 
that  should  be  overlooked.  OldSchool 
is  by  far  the  best  comedy  to  hit  the 
movie  screens  since,  well,  maybe  Ani- 
mal House. 


Will  Terrell  and  his  female  friend" 
snuggle  in  OldSchool. 


Metal  Gear  is  back  baby!  Well, 
kind  of.  The  expansion  version  of  the 
2001  mega  hit  Melal  Gear  Solid 2:  Sons 
of  Liberty,  formerly  only  available  on 
X-Box,  is  now  coming  to  a Playstation 
near  you  Had  I reviewed  the  Sons  of 
Liberty  a year  and  a half  ago,  I would 
have  given  it  a perfect  score.  So,  how 
does  the  expanded  version  stand  up? 
Are  the  extras  worth  dishing  out  an- 
other $50  for?  Read  on  to  find  the  an- 
swers to  these  questions. 

The  story  for  the  most  nart  is  the 
same  as  the  original.  If)  j ve  never 
played  Sons  of  Liberty,  I won’t  spoil 
anything,  but  be  prepared  for  a story 
with  more  then  a few  plot  twists.  Sub- 
stance does,  however,  give  you  the 
option  of  playing  the  large  part  of  the 


game  as  hero  Solid  Snake,  rather  than 
just  newcomer  Raiden  (although  you 
can  play  as  him  too). 

Substance  offers  a slew  of  extra 
modes  that  will  keep  the  hardcore  gamer 
busy  for  days.  These  include  a first- 
person  view,  sneak,  bomb  disposal, 
boss  survival,  extreme  difficulty  and 
skateboarding  modes,  just  to  name  a 
few.  You  also  get  over  350  VR  missions 
to  test  all  your  skills  to  pass  some  very 
difficult  scenarios.  A new  musical  score 
has  also  been  included.  Five  new  mis- 


sions called  Snake  Tales  are  also  in- 
cluded that  take  you  on  little  side 
quests  with  solid  snake  that  include 
all  new  story  elements. 

So,  is  any  of  this  stuff  worth  fork- 
ing over  the  cash?  Yes,  for  the  most 
part.  The  skateboarding  pretty  much 
sucks.  We've  all  played  Tony  Hawk  at 
some  point  and  that  just  makes  this 
mode  seem  awful.  The  VR  missions  are 
challenging  and  will  keep  you  busy  for 
a long  time.  And  the  Snake  Tales  add 
some  more  flavor  to  the  game. 

When  it’s  all  said  and 
done,  this  is  a great  game 
with  the  tightest  gameplay 
around.  Some  of  the  bo- 


nuses are  fun  but  may  be 
difficult  for  the  pick-up- 
and-play  gamer.  The  game 
is  only  worth  buying  if 
you've  never  played  Sons 
of  Liberty  or  if  you  are  a 
Metal  Gear  nut.  If  you 
have  played  it.  rent  it  first. 
For  those  of  you  who 
have  never  played  it,  it's  a 
must  buy. 


Spring  is  Hot! 

Where  Can  You  Get  a Pair  of 
Cool  Hipster  Jeans  and  a Great 
Tank  for  Under  $20? 


Keep  the  focus  on 


Transfer  your  credits. 


College  of  Arts 
& Sciences 

B Applied  Behavioral  Sciences 

■ English 

■ Health  Care  Leadership 

■ Human  Services 

Human  Services /Psycho logy 
Human  Services 

1 Social  and  Behavioral  Studies 
Liberal  Arts  Studies 
Mathematics/Quantitative  Studies 

■ Psychology 

College  of 
Management 
& Business 

Accounting 

Business  Administration 
B Marketing 
1 International  Business 
Computer  Information  Systems 
Management  (also  available  on-line) 
n Management  Information  Systems 

National  College 
of  Education 

Early  Childhood  Education 

(type  04  certification) 

Elementary  Education 

(type  03  certification) 


Attend  a Transfer 
Admission  Day  at  our 
Wheaton  Campus: 

Tues.  March  25th  • 5-7  pm 
200  South  Naperville  Rd. 
Wheaton,  IL  60187 


National-Louis  University 

1.-888..NLU. TODAY  •-www.nl^edu-  

Downtown  Chicago  • Elgin  • Evanston  • Wheaton  • Wheeling 


Shop  at  Plato's  Closet  for  the  hottest  clothes 
in  town.  Come  see  our  great  selection  of 
shorts,  tees  and  tanks.  At  Plato’s  Closet  we 
buy  and  sell  both  new  and  Dghtly-used  brand 
name  clothes  so  it's  easy  to  look  cool  and 
save  money  at  the  same  time! 

We  have  tons  of: 

Abercrombie  & Fitch,  American  Eagle, 
Arden,  Banana,  Bebe,  CK,  Charlotte 
Russe,  DKNY,  Diesel,  Express,  Gap,  LEI, 
Levi,  Doc  Marten,  Mudd,  Tommy  Hitfiger, 

and  much  more. 

Paying  CASH  for  Cool  Clothes  Daily 

PLATO'S 

CL®  SET 

Joliet  - Rt  30  8 C eton  F arm  Rd  81 S-S77-2726 
Downers  Grove- Off  I-S5,  on  75r“St,  between 
Cass  Ave  end  Rt.  83. 630-230-0082 
Naperville  - Rt  59>Fox  Valley  630-428-0900 
Store  hours:  M-F  10-8,  Sat  10-6,  Sun  12-6 
wwwplatosctoset.com 


DISCOUNT  RECORDS 


WE  BUY  6 SELL  NEW  & USED 


COS  OVDS 

^OOFF^ 

i ^ i 


, ALL  NEW 

| CD'S/DVD'S/VIDEO  GAMES  | 

. $11.99  & UP 

I Excluding  Sale  Items  | 
with  Coupon  u 

Exp.  6/30/03  3 


VIDEOGAMES 

OFF^1 

i 1 i 

ALL  USED 

| CD'S/DVD'S/VIDEO  GAMES  | 

$5.95  & UP 

I Excluding  Sale  Items  | 
with  Coupon  o 

Exp.  6/30/03  3 


Largest  Selection  of 
NEW  & USED 
\1  usic 

DON'T  FORGET  SUPER  TUESDAYS 
ALL  NON-SALE  CD’S  $1.00  OFF 


FRANKFORT  - Rt.  30  & La  Grange  - (815)  464-5444 
HOMEWOOD  - Halsted  & Ridge  - (708)  799-9900 
MATTESON  - Rt.  30  & Governors  - (708)  481-4550 
MIDLOTHIAN  - 148th  & Cicero  - (708)  687-6060 
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50  Cent 

THE  BIG  O 

| Gel  Rich  or 

(EVERYONE'S  FAVORITE 

Die  Tryin 

VOWEL) 

Thomas 

■ pjj  Zilligcn 
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Aries-  Your  personal  computer 
will  beat  you  at  chess.  Make 
sure  you  don’t  beat  the 
computer  at  boxing. 


£l 

Libra-  Everyone’s  entitled  to  be 
stupid.  Just  don’t  abuse  the 
privilege. 


m 


Taurus-  When  life  gives  you 
lemons,  put  them  in  a bag  and 
sock  the  person  sitting  next  to 
you. 


Scorpio-  Those  who  know  the 
art  of  speech  know  when  to 
keep  their  mouth  shut. 


n 


* 


Gemini-  Never  stand  between  Sagittarius-1  see  a cop,  a 
a dog  and  his  fire  hydrant  lawyer  and  a man  named 

Bubba  in  your  near  future. 


<3 

Cancer-  For  the  love  of  God! 
Stop  eating  that  yellow  snow! 


Capricorn-  Don't  eat  the 
shamrocks-green  isn’t  your 
color. 


Leo-  Take  the  short  plank  and  Aquarius- 1 see  your  future  as 
walk  it.  It’ll  pay  off  in  the  long  a baker  because  you  will  be 

run.  trust  me.  cutting  the  cheese. 


Virgo-  You  realize  that  you're 
not  in  Kansas  anymore  when 
you  wake  up  wearing  ruby  red 
slippers.  Be  VERY  afraid- 
munchkins  bite. 


Pisces-  You  realize  how  sad 
your  life  really  is  when  your 
marriage  resembles  the 
relationship  you  have  with  your 
dog. 


Switchfoot  and  50-Cent  are  no  “letdown’ 


ca rim  # hcmico  # Jamaica 

BAHAMAS  # FL0BIDA 


PROMOTE  TRIPS 
ON  CAMPUS, 
EARN  CASH,  GO  FREE!! 


1.800.648.4849 

www.ststravel.com 


Having  an  album  debut  at  number 
one  on  the  charts  is  by  no  means  an 
easy  task,  but  when  that  album  is  pro- 
duced by  Dr.  Dre  and  Eminem,  the  odds 
are  dramatically  increased  in  your  fa- 
vor. People  herald  50  Cent  as  the  next 
coming  of  Tupac,  which  are  big  shoes 
to  fill  considering  the  same  people 
thought  DMX  would  take  up  the 
mantle.  With  a production  staff  con- 
sisting of  rap  legends  and  a crew  that 
can  lyrically  hold  their  own,  50  Cent’s 
chances  are  better  than  most. 

With  the  release  of  “Get  Rich  or 
Die  Tryin,"  50  paints  a verbal  picture 
of  life  as  he  sees  it  and  most  impor- 
tantly how  he  lives  it.  His  music  and 
lyrics  make  him  the  second  hottest  rap- 
per in  the  music  business  (even  50  pub- 
licly states  that  he  is  second  only  to 
Eminem).  With  the  release  of 
“Wanksta”  off  the  8 Mile  soundtrack, 
you  can  expect  his  own  album  to  fol- 
low the  same  formula  of  melodic 
instrumentals  and  beats  that  will  make 
you  break  your  neck  from  head  nod- 
ding. This  is  exactly  the  case. 

“In  Da  Club"  will  beat  in  trunks 
and  clubs  months  from  now  and  will 
get  insane  amounts  of  airplay  on  the 
radio,  not  to  mention  constant  video 
play  by  various  MTV  affiliates. 

Speaking  of  wankstas,  50  also  ad- 
dresses his  rivalry  with  Ja  Rule  on  track 
1 0,  “Back  Down."  Ja  should  be  embar- 
rassed after  hearing  it.  He  gets  com- 
pared to  Cookie  Monster  amongst 
other  things,  and  he  is  basically  made 
to  look  like  a fool.  We  will  have  to  see  if 
his  feelings  are  hurt  badly  enough  not 
to  respond. 

Just  wait  until  “Patiently  Waiting” 
and  “Don’t  Push  Me,"  both  featuring 
Eminem,  hit  the  radio,  or  until  50’s  crew 
G Unit  puls  out  an  album,  then  50  Cent 
will  blow  up  in  a way  that  he  never 
could  have  imagined.  Unfortunately, 
wailing  will  be  a tough  task  as  50’s  cur- 
rent album  is  lyrically  tight  and  will 
make  you  nod  your  head  and  sing  along 
to  the  chorus.  “Get  Rich  or  Die  Tryin" 
is  definitely  one  you  should  own. 


Few  things  in  life  are  more  reward- 
ing than  discovering  a band  that  knows 
how  to  rock  without  resorting  to  mel- 
ancholic tirades  of  self-sympathy  or 
trite  all-you-need-is-love  gushiness. 

It’s  even  better  when  they  have  a 
fresh,  original  sound  that  doesn't  re- 
mind you  of  at  least  37  other  bands 
being  played  on  every  radio  station  in 
the  country. 

Well,  prepare  yourself  to  be  just 
so  rewarded  because  you're  about  to 
be  introduced  to  Switchfoot. 

The  Beautiful  Letdown  marks 
Switchfoot’s  debut  on  Columbia 
Records,  but  it’s  actually  their  fourth 
studio  album  to  date. 

Even  if  you  have  heard  them  be- 
fore, this  record  will  blow  you  away. 
Lyrically,  these  are  some  of  the  most 
intelligent  songs  you  will  ever  hear. 
Sonically,  it’s  all  over  the  place,  mixing 
guitar  rock  with  both  organic  and 
techno-influenced  beats,  as  well  as 
some  slower-paced  luneage  that  in- 
cludes piano  and  acoustic  guitars.  Se- 
rious (but  not  depressing)  moments  are 
interspersed  with  catchy,  well-crafted 
pop-rock  anthems. 

Starting  things  off.  we  have  the 
first  single  from  the  album.  "Meant  to 
Live,”  along  with  “This  Is  Your  Life” 
and  “More  Than  Fine,"  all  great  rock 
tunes  centered  on  the  thought  that  we 
don't  have  to  settle  or  let  unpleasant 
circumstances  define  us  “This  is  your 
life,  are  you  who  you  want  to  be?”  is 
the  question  that’s  asked  in  the  sec- 
ond song,  and  I can’t  get  it  out  of  my 
head. 


“Ammunition’'  is  the  biggest 
rocker  of  them  all,  with  great  guitar  riffs 
and  a hooky  chorus  line.  I can't  wail 
to  hear  that  song  on  the  radio.  Next  up 
is  a remake  of  their  song  "Dare  You  to 
Move."  which  appeared  in  its  original 
version  on  the  soundtrack  for  A Walk 
to  Remember. 

This  song  may  be  evidence  that 
load  singer  Jon  Foreman  was  a moti- 
vational speaker  in  a past  life,  but  there 
is  no  question  that  in  this  life  he  is 
gifted  with  great  songwriting  abilities. 

“Redemption"  and  "Beautiful  Let- 
down” slow  things  down,  but  even 
these  songs  contain  some  experimen- 
tal quirkiness  that  sets  them  apart. 

My  favorite  song  from  this  entire 
collection  has  to  be  "Gone,"  a very 
upbeat,  funky  tune  that  will  have  you 
singing  along  by  the  second  verse.  For 
some  reason,  it  reminds  me  of  “Semi- 
Charmed  Kinda  Life"  by  Third  Eye 
Blind,  only  not  quite  so  nineties.  The 
lyrics  are  both  sentimental  and  humor- 
ous, and  the  music  feels  hyper  and 
unfettered. 

"On  Fire"  simmers  as  a powerful 
love  ballad,  and  “Adding  to  the  Noise" 
wakes  you  up  with  its  admonition  to 
"Turn  off  your  stereo,  radio,  video." 
Closing  things  out  is  "Twenty-Four," 
a humble,  honest  self-assessment  that 
lets  us  in  on  the  human  side  of 
Switchfoot  and  allows  us  to  see  their 
struggles. 

All  in  all,  this  is  a near-perfect  CD 
with  a great  combination  of  fun  and 
introspection. 

Ditch  class,  call  in  sick  at  work, 
do  whatever  you  have  to  do  and  go 
get  this  CD  from  Best  Buy  while  it's 
still  only  $9.99  I guarantee  that  it  defi- 
nitely won't  be  a 'Letdown.' 

Look  for  more  CD 

reviews  in  the  next  issue 
of  the  Blazer. 


►N 


RATINGS 

° Recommend  it  to  teotle  iou  hat 
" It'll  make  a good  Comtek 
Get  it  from  a ek/b\'d 
****  Bui  it  after  clam 
Skip  clam  and  did  it 
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Cast  members  of  'Baby ' pose  for  a shot 


Phoio  courtesy  of  fine  arts  department 


‘Baby’  fever  hits  JJC 


Sentimental  production 
stirs  up  audience 


Discussions  about  sex  tend  to 
generate  words  that  imply  negativity, 
like  ‘safe’  sex  because  it  could  be  dan- 
gerous or  ‘abstain’  from  sex  because  story,  and  helps  reveal  character,"  said 
x is  bad.  But  the  musical  Baby,  which  Kirkland.  "I  had  to  do  more  work  with 
n Feb.  27  through  March  2 in  the  JJC  the  actors  during  the  singing  because 


and  “Fatherhood  Blues,"  which  al- 
lowed for  good  vocal  displays  by  all 
actors,  especially  Philips,  Trumbly  and 
Langlois,  whose  voices  were  excep- 
tional. Songs  such  as  “We  Start  To- 
day, What  Could  Be  Belter?”  and 
Two  People  in  Love"  allowed  for 
good  development  and  acting  as  well. 

“In  Baby,  the  music  helps  tell  the 


Fine  Arts  Theater,  used  acting, 
and  setting  to  explore  something  posi 
live,  yet  serious,  about  sex  - having 
baby. 

“Most  people  at  some  point  i 
their  lives  consider  having  children,  traditional  musicals.” 
And  this  play  looks  at  that  aspect  of  Baby  was  based 
life,”  said  play  director  Clay  Kirkland.  Sybille  Pearson  and 
“When  I think  about  this  play  it’s  no 
j much  about  having  a baby.  It's 


they  weren’t  just  singing,  they 
acting.  We  had  to  analyze  the  songs 
from  the  standpoint  of  what  is  this 
character  thinking  as  he  or  she  is  sing- 
ing this.  You  don't  get  that  a lot  in  the 


i book  by 
originally 
produced  on  a proscenium-type  stage 
with  one  couple  portrayed  at  a time. 


about  love  and  the  three  couples  and  For  the  JJC  production,  Kirkland 
the  various  situations  they  find  them-  opted  for  something  different. 


selves  in.  What  ultimately  matters 
their  love  for  one  another,  and  I think  the  set.  I wanted 
that’s  a timeless  message.” 


" 1 1 hen  I think  about  this 
play  it  s not  so  much  about 
having  a ha  by.  It  !s  about  Jovt 


A real  challenge  was  figuring  out 
t that  would  al- 
low us  to  have  no  set  changes  so  that 
the  action  could  (low  smoothly  I felt 
it  was  important  for  us  to  be  able  to 
have  all  the  couples  on  stage  in  their 
own  environment,"  said  Kirkland. 

For  people  who  attended  the 
show,  that’s  exactly  what  they 


various  situations  they  I ind 
themselves  in.  " 


Although  there  wei 
moments  in  the  musical, 
tended  to  be  a comedy  but  more  realis- 


that  death. 

Directed  by  Nikki  Blowers,  it  will 
from  April  10  through  April  13.  For 


Taya  Langlois)  who  want  to  have 
child  but  are  unable  to  because  of  com- 
plications. 

Finally,  the  third  couple  is  middle-  ticket  information  call  the  box  office 
aged  Alan  and  Arlene  (played  by  Mark  (815)280-2200. 

Frost  and  Roxanne  Munch)  who  have 
three  grown  children  already  and  are  a 
bit  surprised  to  find  another  one  on 
the  way 

The  music,  originally  written  by 
David  Shire,  was  directed  by  Thomas 
Secor  and  choreographed  by  Dave 
Luecht.  It  carries  the  play  by  maintain- 
ing energy  when  the  script’s  forward- 
momentum  slows  down 

The  audience  was  drawn  in  for 
particular  numbers,  like  "I  Want  It  All" 


Who  will  take  home  the  golden  boy? 


By:  Matt  Sheehan 

Sure,  award  shows  are  nothing  but 
popularity  contests — nonsensical  acts 
of  lunacy  to  award  people  with  the 
honor  of  fifteen  minutes  of  fame,  some- 
times bringing  that  limit  into  overtime. 
Oh,  wait.  The  American  Music  Awards 
already  took  place?  Okay  then.  Forget 
everything  I told  you — it’s  Oscar  time! 

Now,  here  is  the  disclaimer:  the 
following  is  a major  act  of  opinion  and, 
possibly,  stupidity,  but  for  no  reason 
at  all  are  you  to  take  what  I have  to  say 
seriously — that  is,  unless,  I am  correct 
on  every  single  one! 

Pttl  MoliQJ)  PiCtHIK  Most  cer- 
tainly, Martin  Scorsese’s  Gangs  of  New 
York  is  most  deserving  and  my  choice 
for  the  crime  de  la  crime  of  the  film 
industry.  However,  Chicago  is 
everybody’s  favorite.  The  Lord  of  the 
Rings:  The  Two  Towers  was  shunned, 
for  the  most  part,  out  of  the  majority  of 
the  categories.  This  is  one  of  its  six 
nominations — four  others  for  techni- 
cal stuff.  The  Hours  will  not  be  hon- 
ored for  overall  quality  but  for  indi- 
vidual roles  instead.  Ditto  for  The  Pia- 
nist, specifically  the  performance  of 
Adrien  Brody. 

Should  Win:  Gangs  of  New  York 
Will  Win:  Chicago. 

Best  Actor:  Let's  get  this  right  off 
the  bat — the  Academy  loves  Jack 
Nicholson.  And  seeing  that  he  has 
been  nominated  for  the  1 2th  time  with 
About  Schmidt,  look  for  him  to  steal  it 
from  the  most  righteous  and  deserv- 
ing of  all  the  nominees — Daniel  Day- 
Lewis  in  Gangs  of  New  York.  However, 


the  one  who  may  steal  it  from  them  all 
is  Adrien  Brody  in  The  Pianist,  whose 
bandwagon  has  picked  up  steam  since 
the  nominations  were  announced. 

Should  Win:  Daniel  Day  Lewis, 
Gangs  of  New  York 

Will  Win:  Jack  Nicholson,  About 
Schmidt 

Best  Actress;  By  far,  this  is  one 
tough  category  to  call  a winner  for. 
Nicole  Kidman,  in  my  eye,  seems  to  be 
the  frontrunner.  Diane  Lane  drew  raves 
all  last  year  for  her  adulterous  role  in 
Unfaithful.  Julianne  Moore  was  talked 
about  for  her  role  in  Far  From  Heaven 
even  before  the  film  was  released. 

Salma  Hayek  fought  for  and  was 
generally  lauded  as  the  title  role  in  the 
true-life  film  Frida.  Renee  Zellweger, 
who  was  slipped  in  last  year  with 
Bridget  Jones  ’ Diary,  is  a dark  horse 
now,  since  she  won  the  Golden  Globe 
for  Chicago. 

Should  & Will  Win:  Nicole 
Kidman,  The  Hours 

PfSt.Supp.ttdin&AtittEl  Besides 
the  fact  that  Andy  Serkis,  for  his  flaw- 
less performance  as  the  CGI  Gollum  in 
The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  The  Two  Tow- 
ers, was  not  nominated,  I will  have  to 
make  do  with  the  nominations  that  the 
Academy  has  given  us. 

Christopher  Walken,  in  one  of  his 
first  non-nutcase  roles  in  Catch  Me  If 
You  Can,  is  my  shoe-in  for  the  golden 
statue.  However,  John  C.  Reilly  may 
sneak  up  on  (but  not  necessarily  cap- 
ture) the  golden  man  for  Chicago. 

And  the  only  reason  Paul  Newman 
was  nominated  for  Road  to  Perdition 
was  because ...  he?s  Paul  Newman! 


Should  & Will  Win:  Christopher 
Walken,  Catch  Me  If  You  Can 

Best  Supporting  Actress:  Julianne 
Moore,  like  her  Best  Actress-nomi- 
nated role  in  Far  From  Heaven,  got 
some  good  buzz  for  The  Hours  before 
the  film’s  release.  Also,  this  is  a rare 
occurrence  in  the  world  of  Oscar:  an  - 
actor/actrcss  nominated  in  two  differ- 
ent categories  for  two  different  mov- 
ies. Julianne  Moore  earns  credit  for  that 
alone.  However,  Kathy  bales'  oddball 
role  in  About  Schmidt  is  my  choice. 

Should  & Will  Win:  Kathy  Bates, 
About  Schmidt 

Best  Director:  Martin  Scorsese. 
‘Nough  said.  The  man  should  have  two 
already  on  his  mantle  for  Goodfellas 
and  Taxi  Driver,  but  does  he?  No, 
damnit!  The  man  will  get  it  this  year. 
Scorsese  rules! 

Should  & Will  Win:  Martin 
Scorsese,  Gangs  of  New  York 

Visit  Matt's  Movies  & TV — rede- 
signed! You  bring  the  popcorn! 

hltp://geocities.  com/mjs9 1 4jjc/ 


Hint  the  three  couples  tuid  the  nble  10  see  *• s" 

the  stage  with  each  couple  portrayed 


their  bedroom,  going  from  the  left, 
the  middle  and  on  the  right,  and  all 
were  joined  together  with  spotlight- 
ing  signifying  scene  changes. 

When  Baby  originally  opened  on 
>•••••  Broadway  in  1983  at  the  Ethel 
Barrymore  Theatre,  it  received  mixed 
humorous  critical  reviews  for  being  thin  in  plot 
and  fat  in  ‘sitcom  jokes.’ Also,  all  the 
couples  were  Caucasian  and  came 


It’s  time  to  get  your  Bochelor’s  Degree! 

Take  the  Next  Step 

towards  your  future. 


■.  The  play  centers  around  from  middle-class  America.  This  isn’t 
three  couples  of  different  ages  who  are  wrong,  it  just  limits  in  perspective, 
dealing'tttth  the  newrof  pregnangj^r  ^—J^he  JJC  Theatre  Department, 
and  its  future  implications  for  their  which  produced  the  Laramie  Project 
lives.  The  first  couple,  Danny  and  Lizze  and  Everyman  earlier  this  season,  will 
(played  by  Geoff  Arndt  and  Jade  continue  its  challenging  repertoire 
Philips)  are  optimistic  college  students  with  the  production  of  Suddenly  Last 
who  must  decide  how  to  adjust  to  a 
baby  entering  into  their  lives. 

The  second  couple  is  a pair  of  ath- 


Summer  by  Tennessee  Williams,  a 
play  that  deals  with  a young  woman’s 
reluctance  to  relive  the  tragic  death  of 
letic  thirty-somethings  named  Nick  and  her  cousin  and  a mother’s  refusal  to 
Pam  (played  by  Derrick  Trumbly  and  accept  the  circumstances  sunounding 


Apply  your  JJC  credits  towards 
a Bachelor's  Degree  from 

Robert  Morris  College. 

Finish  your  degree  right  here 
on  the  Joliet  Junior  College 
campus. 

Call  today! 

Classes  begin  February  1 7th. 


Contact  Angie  Caldwell  at 

815.467.1737 

for  more  details. 
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Women’s  softball  ready  for  season 


Lady  Wolves  are  ready 
and  rarin’  to  go 

By  Adam  Fox 

Each  season  is  a beginning  of  new 
challenges  and  tribulations.  For  the  JJC 
ladies  softball  team,  this  upcoming  sea- 
son is  no  different. 

Starting  almost  completely  over 
this  year,  the  Wolves  will  have  a team 
that  consists  mostly  of  freshman,  not 
to  mention  a new  head  coach  in  Ed 
Sutter. 

The  veteran  core  of  his  team  con- 
sists of  Tara  Walden,  Carly  Gura  and 
Emily  Suiter.  These  three  players  will 
be  looked  upon  not  only  for  their  skill 
on  the  field  but  also  for  their  leader- 


ship and  guidance. 

The  incoming  freshmen  that 
Coach  Sutter  is  especially  excited  about 
include  shortstop  and  tough  defensive 
presence  Caitlyn  Cronkrite.  Another 
standout  is  catcher  Erica  Deninger,  who 
is  a can’t-miss  prospect. 

“We  are  going  to  be  a little : 
ger  this  year,"  says  Sutler.  “Last  year 
we  had  eight  good  players,  and  worked 
around  some  substitutes. 

We  have  nine  good  players  with 
possibility  of  ten  good  players.  So, 
am  looking  forward  to  this  season.” 
Look  for  these  Lady  Wolves  to  be 
fierce  competitors  this  season.  They 
play  their  first  home  game  on  Sunday, 
March  23  against  Marquette  Univer- 
sity JV  at  12p.m. 


Bright  future  for  ‘Baby  Bulls’ 


By  Andrew  Hru bee 

Could  it  be  that  the  “Baby  Bulls" 
are  starting  to  show  their  true  poten- 
tial? Is  Tyson  Chandler  beginning  to 
look  like  the  kid  that  Jeny  Krause  traded 
Elton  Brand  for?  Is  he  becoming  the 
kid  that  we  all  wished  and  hoped  that 
he  could  be? 

The  shot  blocking,  point  scoring, 
rebounding  beast  is  finally  starting  to 
show  his  true  colors.  Chandler  has 
posted  14. 1 points.  2.5  blocks  and  the 
most  impressive  slat  of  all,  grabbing 
112  rebounds  per  game  since  the  break. 

What  about  Eddy  Curry?  Curry 


has  been  on  a tear  in  recent  games.  In 
six  games  played,  dating  back  from  Feb. 

18  to  26,  Curry  has  averaged  16.3  points 
and  6.5  rebounds. 

Is  the  Bulls'  future  brighter  than 
what  everyone  thought?  Could  the 
Bulls  finally  be  making  strides  towards 
a potential  playoff  team?  In  previous 
years,  the  Bulls  have  been  unable  to 
lure  big-nai v.e  free  agents  into  Chicago, 
but  with  the  recent  emergence  of  the 
kiddies,  it’s  very  possible  that  we  will 
see  perennial  all-stars  knocking  on 
Chicago’s  door.  Think  about  it,  who 
wouldn't  want  to  play  with  two  agile  7- 
footers,  or  close  to  it.  Eddy  Curry  is 
6-11. 

What's  more  impressive  than  | 
their  recent  stats  is  their  maturity. 
Chandler  was  on  the  Score’s  radio 
show.  Bores  and  Bernstein.  He  stated 
that  he  wanted  to  be  the  cornerstone 
for  the  Bulls  franchise  and  that  he 
has  made  Chicago  his  home.  He  also 
mentioned  that  he  has  to  continue  to 
work  hard  to  build  up  strength  it 
legs  and  hands  to  be  more  physical  | 
in  the  post. 

I once  thought  of  Chandler  and  I 
Curry  as  the  next  K.G.  and  Shaq.  but  | 
I see  things  differently  no 
Chandler  being  more  like  Jermaine  | 
O’Neal  and  Eddy  Curry  playing  it 
like  a smaller  Hakim  Olajuwon. 

But  who  knows,  maybe  because  I 
both  players  have  unique  styles  of  I 
play  we  should  just  refer  to  them  a 
who  they  are  and  not  compare  them  | 
to  who  they  can  be.  I for  one  an 
cited  about  our  "Baby  Bulls." 


Concert  provides  fun, 
entertainment  and 
moral  messages 


Picture  a bunch  of  people  gath- 
ered around  a stage  with  their  fists  in 
air,  waiting  for  the  band  to  come 
The  lights  go  up  and  the  band  is 
faintly  seen  in  the  background.  The 
crowd  then  goes  crazy. 

It  sounds  like  something  you 
would  see  out  of  Warped  Tour  or 
Ozzfcst  but  no,  this  was  actually  a con- 
cert event  called  See  Spot  Rock,  a Chris- 
oriented  tour  that  has  a variety  of 
bands  from  funk  hip-hop  to  punk  and 
ska. 

All  of  this  took  place  on  Feb.  23  at 
Benedictine  University  in  Lisle. 

Newcomers  Sanclus  Real,  a tight 
band  from  Ohio,  got  the  party 
started.  They  featured  a style  that  was 
a mix  of  SR-7 1 and  American  High-FI. 
They  started  off  the  evening  with 
bang  by  helping  to  hype  up  the 
crowd.  So,  if  you’re  into  more  catchy 
pop-punk  bands,  check  them  out. 

Rapper  John  Reuben  pulled 
double  duty  as  both  performer  and  MC 
of  the  evening,  and  he  was  the  second 

With  John’s  quirky  sense  of  hu- 
and  Manny’s  skills  on  the  tum- 
they  brought  energy  through- 
whole  place. 

The  duo  got  the  crowd  moving 
with  songs  like  “Up  and  At  ’Em"  and 
“I  John  Reu.”  They  also  performed 
brief  renditions  of  family  favorites  “Ice 
jlce  Baby”  and  “U  Can’t  Touch  This," 
which  of  course  were  met  with  much 
applause. 

j “I  was  influenced  by  early  90s  hip- 
hop  and  a Tribe  Called  Quest,”  says 
flueben. 

i During  Reuben’s  set,  the  audience 
Was  also  treated  to  DJ  Manuel’s  break 
dancing  skills  and  wonderful  scratch- 
ing abilities. 


Mojo  from  the  Supertones  sings  his  heart  out  at  See  Spot  Rock 


If  you  like  the  Beaslie  Boys,  John 
Rueben  will  definitely  appeal: to  your 
taste,  and  he  will  not  disappoint  you. 

Pillar  hit  the  stage  next  with  a fury, 
showcasing  their  brand  of  hard  rock  and 
rap  core. 

Their  creative  growth  as,  a band 
and  their  tight  sound  and  stage  pres- 
ence was  very  impressive. 

There  has  definitely  been  marked 
improvement  over  the  years. 

These  guys  are  going  places,  no 
doubt  about  it.  Their  songs  ^Behind 
Closed  Doors,"  “Echelon,”  “Open  Your 
Eyes”  and  “Fireproof”  sizzled  vyith  pas- 
sion and  energy;  but  the  climax  came 
with  their  final  song,  “Indivisible." 

As  you  might  guess,  it’s  a song 
for  America.  Flags  were  waving  in  the 
crowds  as  the  auditorium  swelled  with 
the  chorus,  “In  God  we  trust,  in  God  we 
trust!” 

Relicnt  K never  disappoints  and 
they  were  up  to  their  usual  antics.  They 
had  an  awesome  stage  presence,  as  well 
as  a gigantic  statue  of  a buffalo.  These 
kids  were  as  wacky  as  Blink  1 82. 

The  band  played  quite  a few 
songs,  which  included  “Pressing  On," 
“Down  In  Flames,"  “For  The  Moments 
I Feel  Faint”  and  “Sadie  Hawkins 


Dance.”  Snippets  of  Avril  Lavigne’s 
“Sk8r  Boi"  and  Eminem’s  "Lose  Your- 
self’ were  met  with  many  cheers,  and 
John  Reuben  hit  the  stage  with  a big 
sign  that  read  “Yo  Yo  Yo." 

Matt  Thiessen  led  the  crowd  in 
chanting  those  words  during  the  cho- 
rus of  “Lose  Yourself." 

Finally,  the  headlining  band  was 
California’s  own  Supertones.  They 
came  onstage  after  a video  introduc- 
tion of  them  as  the  STPD  (SuperToncs 
Police  Department),  complete  with  hi- 
larious names,  costumes  and  wigs. 
Musically,  they  mixed  new  with  old. 

“Supafly”  and  “Go  Go  Go"  were 
awesome,  as  well  as  the  slower  "Hold 
On  To  Jesus,"  all  of  which  appear  on 
their  latest  album.  Hi-Fi  Revival.  They, 
of  course,  had  to  play  favorites  "Little 
Man"  and  “Supertones  Strike  Back," 
among  many  others. 

Now  docs  any  of  this  sound  like  a 
biblc  study?  Not  exactly.  This  was  just 
a night  of  good  music,  good  company 
and  good  times. 

The  next  someone  brings  up  that 
they  are  into  Christian  rock,  don’t  look 
on  it  as  a way  to  convert  you  but  as  a 
way  to  let  you  know  there  are  other 
types  of  music  out  there  to  experience. 


THE  COLLEGE  TEXTBOOKS 

Sticker  shock.  That  describes  your  reaction 
to  the  cost  of  this  semester's  books.  Brown 
says,  college  costs  shouldn't  make  you  go 
broke.  By  working  part-time  at  UPS, 
students  can  get  as  much  as  $i,soo  each 
semester.  That  could  pay  for  books. ..and  a 
whole  lot  more.  Like  tuition.  Now  that’s  a big 
ticket  item.  Brown  is  a-okay  in  my  book. 


WHAT  CAN  BROWN  DO  FOR  YOU?” 


To  learn  more  about  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learnu  Program  ai 
Joliet  Junior  College,  contact  Lewis  Strange  at: 
708-387-4884  ext  5435 


w.upsjobs.com/chicago 


Part-time  Package  Handlers  enjoy  weekends  & holidays  off  • Earn  *8.50  per  hour,  with  Increases  of  50C  after  90  days 
and  50C  after  one  year  • Get  up  to  523,000  in  college  financial  assistance  through  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn0  Program 
Receive  outstanding  benefits  (medical/dental/life/4oik)  • And  much  more!  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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Sports  supplement  Ephedrine  strikes  again 
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Men’s  basketball  fall  by  one  point 


By  Adam  Fox 

On  Feb.  1 7 it  struck  again,  another 
casually  fell  victim  to  this  horrible  fad. 
Steve  Bechler,  a promising  young 
pitcher  for  the  Baltimore  Orioles  be- 
came another  statistic  for  those  who 
think  performance-enhancing  drugs 
should  be  banned.  But,  the  question 
arises,  should  they? 

Major  League  Baseball,  which  al- 
lows ephedrine  to  be  used,  is  one  of 
the  only  professional  sports  leagues 
to  do  so.  The  National  Football  League, 
International  and  U.S.  Olympic  Com- 
mittees and  the  NCAA  have  all  banned 
this  substance 

Ephedrine,  which  can  be  found  in 
many  over-the-counter  medicines,  in- 
cluding Xenadrinc  RFA- 1 , was  the  type 
that  Bechler  was  using.  Bechler  took 
the  drug  because  one  of  his  coaches 
said  he  was  overweight  and  because 
he  needed  to  lose  weight  in  order  to 
have  a better  shot  at  making  the  team. 

In  a case  from  the  National  Foot- 
ball League.  Minnesota  Vikings  line- 
man Korey  Stringer  died  from  heat- 


stroke-related complications  during  the 
summer  of  200 1 . Although  ephedrine 
was  not  found  in  his  blood  stream, 
there  was  a bottle  containing  the  sub- 
stance in  his  locker,  as  was  in  Bechler’s 
case.'  This  shows  the  wide  extent  of 
the  usage  of  this  drug  in  all  sports. 

The  NFL  conducts  random  drug 
testing  league  wide  and  if  it  finds  ephe- 
drine in  a player's  system,  he  is  then 
banned  for  four  games.  At  least  the  NFL 
is  taking  a stand. 

The  some  of  the  side  effects  for 
ephedrine  arc  heart  attack,  elevated 
blood  pressure,  stroke,  seizure,  psy- 
chosis and  possible  death. 

While  this  is  actually  a very  seri- 
ous matter,  most  players  don’t  consider 
it  so.  New  York  Yankee  pitcher  David 
Wells  openly  admitted  to  using  ephe- 
drine and  his  lackluster  attitude  for  his 
own  life  makes  people  loathe  him. 

The  point  that  gets  lost  in  the  af- 
termath of  all  this  nonsense  is  the  ques- 
tion of  why  players  even  feel  the  need 
to  take  supplements  like  ephedrine. 
They  have  reached  every  child’s  dream, 
to  play  in  a professional  sports  game. 


My  question  is  what  else  is  there?  The 
problem  is  that  they  want  to  be  the  best 
of  the  best,  elite  even,  in  order  to  be 
paid  an  outrageous  some  of  money  to 
play,  baseball  or  football,  or  what  have 
you. 

Should  the  respective  sports  com- 
missioners ban  substances  like  this? 
Yes.  However,  players  will  find  a way 
around  this  ban  by  taking  some  other 
substance  to  enhance  their  play,  like 
caffeine.  Will  this  never-ending  spiral 
of  trying  to  advance  by  cheating  ever 
end?  Sadly,  probably  not. 


!irJfjtUisOa  V 


You  won  l meet  this  murderer  in  a dark 
alleyway. 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

On  March  I,  the  Wolves  closed 
out  their  season  after  a disappointing 
66-65  loss  to  the  College  of  DuPage. 
This  marks  the  second  straight  season 
in  which  the  Chaparrals  have  ended  the 
Wolves'  season. 

Joliet  entered  the  tournament  as 
the  number  six  ranked  team  in  N JC  A A 
Division  III  basketball.  The  first  game 
of  the  tournament  for  Joliet  pinned  them 
against  Rock  Valley  College.  Joliet  went 
on  to  win  by  a decisive  score  of  90-63 
behind  Earl  Hughes’  1 1 rebounds  and 
Gordon  Morgan’s  15  points. 

The  Wolves  looked  fresh  and  full 
of  energy  as  they  dismantled  the 
Golden  Eagles,  but  they  wouldn't  fa- 
vor as  well  in  the  second  game  of  the 
tournament. 

DuPage  had  beaten  Joliet  earlier  in 
the  season,  but  the  Wolves  were  look- 
ing to  attack  their  prey  without  mercy. 
JJC  led  at  the  half  by  a score  of  27-20, 
but  unfortunately,  they  found  them- 
selves on  the  losing  end  in  the  second 
half. 

After  a barrage  of  three-point  field 
goals  by  freshman  Troy  Shanks  of  the 


Wolves,  the  deficit  was  narrowed,  and 
Joliet  tied  the  game  at  60-60  with  about 
three  and  half  minutes  left  to  go  in  the 
game.  But  DuPage’s  Corey  Larde 
scored  19,  and  he  proved  to  be  the 
deciding  factor  that  made  Joliet  seem 
to  be  powerless  against  his  presence. 

Although  Joliet’s  defense 
couldn’t  stop  Larde,  what  hurt  Joliet 
the  most  was  their  free  throw  shoot- 
ing. Joliet  was  unable  to  take  advan- 
tage of  their  opportunity  at  the  charily 
stripe  as  they  only  connected  on  4 of 
13  shots. 

“Our  free  throw  shooting  down 
the  stretch  did  us  in  again,”  said  Coach 
Joe  Kuhn  on  the  JJC  website.  “It 
would  be  nice  just  to  hit  the  shots  and 
get  all  the  breaks  one  time  in  this  game, 
but  that  just  did  not  happen  for  us  to- 
night.” 

The  Wolves  leading  scorer  of  the 
season,  Morgan,  scored  a game-high 
22  points,  while  freshman  Shanks  and 
Michal  Varvek  combined  for  23  points. 

The  Wolves  were  hoping  to  exer- 
cise their  demons  of  recent  years 
against  DuPage,  but  the  Chaparrals 
proved  once  again  to  be  too  much  for 
Joliet. 


Rebuilding  season  comes  to  an  end 


Lady  Wolves  finish 
tough  season 

By  Jessica  Harvey 

The  Joliet  Junior  College  women’s 
basketball  team  was  unable  to  pull  off 
an  upset  in  the  first  round  of  the  2003 
National  Junior  College  Athletics  As- 
sociation (NJCAA)  Division  II  Region 
IV  Tournament.  They  fell  to  the  Col- 
lege of  DuPage  with  a score  of  69-46 
on  Friday,  Feb.  28.  in  Palatine,  III. 

The  Lady  Wolves' collective  skills 
weren't  enough  to  beat  the  Lady  Chap- 
arrals, who  were  ranked  first  in  the 
NJCAA  Division  III  women's  basket- 
ball poll.  Attempting  to  defeat  the  Lady 
Chaparrals  proved  to  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult, especially  with  star  player 
Candace  Robinson  on  the  bench  for 
most  of  the  game. 

Robinson  twisted  her  knee  with 
less  than  eight  minutes  left  in  the  first 
half,  and  she  never  returned  to  the 
game.  However,  the  Joliet  Township 
High  School  graduate  still  recorded  four 
points  and  10  rebounds  in  the  game. 

Freshman  guard  Kelly  Pero  led  the 
way  for  the  Lady  Wolves.  She  recorded 
1 8 points  during  the  game  and  was  the 
team's  leading  scorer  this  season. 

Sophomores  Danielle  Mumm, 
Alison  Wilder  and  Jody  Byers  sported 
their  Wolves  uniforms  for  the  last  time, 
and  the  three  scored  a total  of  2 1 points. 

"I  really  believe  our  girls  played 
their  hearts  out  today, “ said  head  coach 
Tony  Giese,  whose  team  ended  this 
season  by  winning  three  of  its  last  five 
games.  "They  gave  it  everything  they 
had  against  a tremendous  team,  and 
they  left  it  all  out  on  the  floor." 

With  the  loss,  the  team  ended  their 
season  with  a 12-19  overall  record,  and 
2-6  in  the  North  Central  Community 
College  Conference  (N4C) 

The  Lady  Wolves  did  pull  off  a 
major  post-season  win  with  a 76-47  vic- 
tory over  Oakton  Community  College 


Kelly  Hackl  rushes  past  her  opponent. 

Photo  by  Adam  Fatcus 


Jody  Byers  passes  the  ball. 


Photo  by  Adam  Fatcus 

on  Tuesday,  Feb.  25.  Three  players 
scored  double  figures,  which  led  the 
women's  basketball  team  to  a season- 
high  76  points. 

“We  are  really  starting  to  come 
together  out  there,"  said  head  coach 
Tony  Giese,  whose  team  has  won  three 
of  its  last  four  games. 

Robinson,  Pero  and  Mumm  led 
the  way  for  the  Lady  Wolves,  scoring 
a combined  total  of  53  points  during 
the  game. 

Robinson  scored  a game-high  of 
22  points,  as  well  as  15  rebounds  and 
three  blocks.  The  Lady  Wolves’  lead- 
ing rebounder  also  recorded  her  22th 
straight  double-double. 

Pero  recorded  20  points  and  seven 
assists  against  the  Raiders. 

Mumm  contributed  1 1 points  of 
her  own.  She  also  scored  seven  re- 
bounds. 

Despite  wining  its  two  previous 
games,  the  Lady  Wolves  fell  50-55  to 
South  Suburban  College  in  its  final 
game  of  the  regular  season  on  Feb.  1 8. 

Robinson  and  Byers  led  the  way 
for  the  women’s  basketball  team.  To- 
gether they  scored  24  points  and 
grabbed  1 5 rebounds  in  the  game. 

“I  think  we  have  really  made  a 
name  for  ourselves  this  year,"  said 
Giese,  who  won  a total  of  10  more 
games  than  a year  ago  (2-28).  "Thanks 
to  the  hard  work  and  effort  of  our  girls 
this  season,  we  have  laid  a solid  foun- 
dation for  years  to  come.” 


Still  in  the  dark  about  college?  Then  the  next 
Roosevelt  Open  House  will  be  an  enlightening 
experience.  Talk  with  faculty,  current  students, 
admission  counselors,  and  financial  aid  advisors. 

Find  out  about  everything  

Roosevelt  has  to  offer: 


• 1 26  degree  programs 

• Convenient  campuses,  flexible 
class  schedules 

■ Affordable  tuition — and  a 
wide  range  of  financial  aid 
opportunities. 


Sunday,  April  6 
1:00  to  3:30  pm 
Schaiunburg  Campus 


Sunday,  April  13 
1:00  to  3:30  pm 
Chicago  Campus 


Chicago  • Schaumburg 
wm.roosevelt.edu  1-877-Apply-RU 

Where  you  want  lo  be! 


At  our  next 

House, 
see  your  future 

in  a new 
light. 


We’ll  shed  some  light  o 
future.  See  you  soon. 


BLAZER 
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Emotions  and  opinions  fly  on  bridge  at  peace  rally 
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contentment.  He  urged  that  people 
focus  on  the  peace  talked  about  by  non- 
violent leaders  like  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.,  Gandhi  and  the  Dalai  Lama.  This 
peace,  according  to  Neil,  that  “can  only 
; a large  turnout  for  the  be  achieved  through  the  development 
Joliet  Junior  College's  0f  mental  peace." 

John  Lyons,  a professor  of  history 
at  JJC,  emphasized  that  protesting  wars 
in  the  United  States  is  not  an  un-Ameri- 


Many  views  expressed 
about  peace  at  event 

By  Justin  Johnson 
There ' 
peace  rally 
Veteran’s  Memorial  Bridge  on 
Wednesday,  March  12. 

The  peace  rally  was  not  a cry  for 
immediate  peace  in  Iraq,  but  rather  a 
challenge  issued  to  those  in  attendance 


He  argued  the  very  opposite,  that 
alter  their  perception  of  the  world  protesting  wars  is  a historical  part  of 
one  of  peaceful  non-violence.  America  and  that  the  Constitution  and 

The  peace  rally  acted  as  a forum  the  fabric  ofAmerica  allow  for  citizens  Afany  people  at  the  peace  rally  participated  in  group  singalongs  and  discussions. 

their  approval  and  disapproval  Photo  bv  Adam  Farcus 


t only  to  define  peace  but  also  to 


e many  of  the  different  opinions  of  the  nation’s  actions,  including 


and  voices  that  are  present 
ety  and  on  the  campus. 

“One  of  our  valuable  resources  is 
the  divergence  of  opinions  on  differ-  Desert  Storm, 
ent  issues,"  said  JJC  president  J.D  Sandy  Costa,  a local  artist  and 

Ross,  who  opened  ceremonies. 

Biology  instructor  Andy  Neil  ex- 
plained to  the  crowd  of  over  100 
people  that  the  peace  they  were  talk- 
ing about  was  the  not  the  peace  from 
cessation  of  war,  but  the  peace  of  in- 


He  provided  examples  of  groups  opponent  is  shown  their  errors  there  is  After  reading  the  United  Nations 
of  people  protesting  wars  from  the  a foundation  for  rebuilding  a better  re-  Environmental,  Science  and  Culture 
American  Revolution  to  Operation  lationship,  instead  of  the  winner  en-  Organization’s  (UNESCO)  peace 
forcing  new  rules  on  the  loser  of  a dis-  manifesto,  which  reiterated  ideas  ex- 
pute.  pressed  throughout  Ihe  rally,  much  of 

tivist,  outlined  and  stressed  the  impor-  “Non-violence  seeks  new  solu-  the  crowd  dispersed, 
lance  of  Ihe  non-violent  resistance,  lions  10  old  problems."  said  Cosla.  However,  some  stayed  to  talk 

Costa  challenged  the  audience  to  seek  “The  non-violent  path  is  something  we  amongst  themselves  while  DJ  Steve 
common  ground  with  an  opponent  and  create  by  walking  it. 
to  see  people  as  equals.  Then  when 


Naughton  spun  records  through  the  slc- 
system. 


A group  of  women  carry  signs  to  show  their  support  for  the  US.  troops  in  Iraq. 


By  David  Ashby 

He  was  21 -years-old  and  had  a 
bright  future  ahead  of  him.  However, 
the  life  of  JJC  student  Vincent  Martin 
was  tragically  taken  away  from  him  by 
an  assailant’s  bullet  in  the  early  morn- 
ing hours  of  March  17.  in  a nightclub 
parking  lot. 

According  to  the  Harvey  police 
department,  Martin  and  a group  of 
friends  were  celebrating  the  start  of 
spring  break  by  going  to  a nightclub  in 
Harvey,  III  At  around  12:40  a. m.,  they 
decided  to  head  home.  As  Martin  and 
a friend  were  about  to  leave  the  night- 
club parking  lot,  an  unidentified  male 
approached  the  car  and  shot  Martin  in 
the  chest,  killing  him. 

Currently,  there  are  no  suspects  or 
arrests  in  the  murder,  and  the  Harvey 
police  department  believes  that  the 
motive  most  likely  could  have  been  a 
carjacking  or  an  armed  robbery. 

Martin  was  bom  on  July  19,  1981, 
in  Joliet,  where  he  was  a lifelong  resi- 
dent. He  attended  Ridgewood  Baptist 
Academy  and  Providence  High  School. 
At  Providence,  he  was  a star  basket- 
ball player  and  helped  lead  the  Celtics 
to  many  victories  on  the  court.  After 
high  school,  he  played  with  the  Illinois 
Warriors,  an  amateur  basketball  team 
that  allowed  talented  athletes  a chance 
to  play  the  sport  all  across  the  slate  and 
a chance  to  play  in  front  of  college 
scouts. 

At  JJC,  Martin  was  an  ambitious 
business  student.  He  planned  to  trans- 


After  the  speakers,  the  JJC  Cham- 
ber Singers  and  Chorale,  as  well  as  the 
Universalist-Unitarian  Church  of  Joliet 
Choir  gave  musical  contributions.  Then 
the  microphone  was  opened  in  order 
for  members  of  the  audience  to  voice 
their  own  opinions.  Many  people,  like 
Mike  Gallo,  a student  at  JJC,  echoed 
the  same  sentiments  expressed 
throughout  the  rally. 

“We  do  not  have  the  right  to  run 
this  world,’’  said  Gallo.  “Hate  begets 
hate.”  Those  offering  differing  opin- 
ions in  praise  of  the  nation’s  current 
war  c (Torts  received  a choms  of  boos 
until  reminded  by  members  of  the 
peace  rally  planning  commiltce  that  the 
assembly  was  to  be  carried  in  a man- 
ner of  respect  for  one  another. 

“I  am  glad  people  are  here  to  have 
this  open  discussion.  I just  want  to  keep 
it  in  terms  of  respect,”  said  Lavon 

Pettis,  a member  of  the  peace  rally  An  innocent  child  makes  people  think  of 
planning  committee  and  college  stu-  peace. 

Photo  by  Adam  Faicus  dent  trustee.  Photo  by  Adam  Faicus 


Photo  coutlcsy  of  Regina  Martin 

fer  to  DePaul  University  once  he  re- 
ceived his  asso  dale's  degree.  Accord- 
ing to  his  mother,  Regina,  Marlin  as- 
pired to  graduate  from  college  and  be- 
come a successful  entrepreneur. 

“Passing  a legacy  of  education 
down  to  his  (future)  children  was  very 
important  to  him,”  he  said. 

The  death  of  Martin  has  been  a 
horrible  shock  to  all  who  knew  and 
loved  him.  Those  who  knew  him  best 
remember  him  for  his  benevolent,  easy 
going  and  kind-hearted  personality 
Martin  is  survived  by  his  mother, 
Regina,  his  father,  Thomas,  and  an 
older  brother.  Kyle.  He  was  laid  to  rest 
on  Monday.  March  24. 


Voters  say  NO! 

Public  fails  to  approve  tax 
increase  that  would  fund  JJC 


By  Thomas  Zilligcn 

The  ballots  have  been  accounted 
for  and  voters  spanning  seven  counties 
have  overwhelmingly  rejected  the  re- 
duced referendum  proposed  to  help 
JJC's  financial  woes. 

With  only  19,250  voters  showing 
support  for  the  referendum  and  only  24 
percent  of  the  county  voting  this  year, 
the  hopes  of  financial  assistance  for 
JJC’s  operations  and  maintenance  fund 
were  dashed  with  a 50.550  vote  total 
against  the  referendum. 

The  tax  increase  would  have  cost 
the  owner  of  a S 1 50.00  house  an  extra 
S 1 0 a year  and  would  have  raised  about 
S2  million  a year  for  the  operations  and 
maintenance  fund.  This  was  a drastic 
reduction  from  last  November's  refer- 
endum. 

Last  November’s  referendum 
called  for  a tax  increase  of  S40  a year 
for  the  owner  of  a SI 00,00  home  to 
help  lessen  the  S30  million  in  deferred 
maintenance.  The  referendum  was  de- 
feated and  a suggestion  was  made  to 
decrease  the  amount  of  money  re- 
quested for  financial  assistance 

“We  are  extremely  disappointed 


“We  are  extremely 
disappointed  but 
not  suprised.  ” 

-Roxanne  Geraci- 


but  not  surprised,”  said  Roxanne 
Geraci,  JJC’s  director  of  community  re- 
lations. "The  majority  of  referendums 
on  the  ballot  were  shut  down.  People 
are  just  fed  up  with  tax  increases  and 
the  current  stale  of  the  economy." 

When  asked  what  comes  next  in 
the  search  for  more  funding.  Geraci 
said  that  the  next  step  is  to  go  to  the 
Illinois  Community  College  Board  s 
slate  meeting  on  April  8 and  see  if  the 
stale  will  be  able  to  help  assist  the  col- 
lege with  more  funding. 

According  to  Geraci,  tuition 
raises,  limiting  enrollment  and  student 
fee  increases  would  be  examined  after 
the  state  board  meeting,  but  the  main 
focus  currently  is  the  board  meeting. 
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Instructor  applauds  coverage 


Blazer  recognized  for 
speech  team  stories 

On  behalf  of  ihe  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege Speech  Team  and  Phi  Rho  Pi.  the 
college's  forensics  honors  society,  I 
want  to  thank  Malt  Furlane  and 
Stephanie  Irvine  for  the  excellent  ar- 
ticles that  you  have  included  in  the 
Blazer  this  year! 

Matt's  article  last  semester  was 
great  for  increasing  our  visibility  and 
interest,  and  Stephanie  did  an  outstand- 
ing job  with  her  article  in  the  March 
12  edition! 

When  1 sent  Stephanie  the  "re- 
sults" from  or  slate  competition  on 


March  7 and  8.  I had  no  idea  if  she 
would  be  able  to  add  them  to  the  ar- 
ticle she  had  already  completed. . but 
she  did.  and  the  article  is  great!  , 
Your  willingness  to  help  us  pro^ 
mote  the  speech  team  is  wonderful!  we 
We  will  be  traveling  to  Portland.  Or- 
egon from  April  1 4 to  20  to  participate 
in  the  Phi  Rho  Pi  Nationals.  Any  cov- 
erage you  can  provide  us  for  those  two 
tournaments  will  be  appreciated!1 
Once  again,  thanks! 

Cordially, 

Bobette  Wolesensky 
Speech  Tcam/Phi  Rho  Pi  Cor 
Sponsor 


Reader  comments  on  peace  rally 


Blazer  reader  discusses 
peace  program  held  at 
JJC  on  March  12 

Dear  Editor, 

I am  writing  to  accurately  ex- 
plicate the  purpose  of  the  recent  peace 
rally  held  at  JJC  on  March  12  It  was 
not,  as  some  egocentric,  conflict-seek- 
ing and  thoroughly  unpleasant  people 
have  said,  a reactionary  event  spuned 
on  by  the  recent  events  in  the  Middle 
East. 

Anyone  who  actually  took  the 
time  to  exert  mental  effort  and  exam- 
ine the  event  s superbly-designed  pro- 
gram would  understand  that  the  rally 
had  nothing  to  do  with  war  and  cvcry- 

I was  personally  pleased  by  the 
majority  of  the  program,  and  I fell  that 
most  of  the  people  that  chose  to  lake 
advantage  of  the  open  microphone  ses- 
sion presented  lucidly  valid  arguments 
concerning  the  war  issue. 

However,  I think  that  those  who 
chose  to  use  the  peace  rally  as  a plat- 
form for  their  own  political  opinions 
denied  themselves  the  true  peace  ex- 
perience Peace  is  not  the  antithesis  of 
war,  rather,  it  is  the  absence  of  war  and 

The  entire  event  was  inspired  by 
the  Peace  Manifesto,  a document  cre- 
ated and  distributed  by  UNESCO, 
which  is  affiliated  with  the  United  Na- 
tions The  manifesto  promoted  cultural 
tolerance,  responsible  consumerism, 
environmental  responsibility  and  per- 
sonal accountability  within  the  commu- 
nity. 

The  basic  concept  goes  like  this: 
if  humankind  can  adhere  to  these  prin- 


ciples. slowly  but  surely  the  need  for 
conflict  would  be  eliminated. 

Some  scoff  at  this  idea,  denounc- 
ing it  as  a pseudo-liberal  daydream  that 
was  created  by  a bunch  of  tye-dyc^ 
wearing  hippies. 

I say,  why  is  this  impossible?  Is  if 
impossible  for  American  people  to  stop! 
fearing  their  neighbor,  to  trust  one  an-- 
other,  to  pick  ourselves  up  and  make 
the  conscious  choice  to  make  ourselves 
accountable  for  our  decisions  and  its 
consequences? 

Our  generation  is  presented  with 
a dilemma:  while  we  have  not  officially; 
lost  our  freedom  yet,  we  lose  a little- 
morc  every  day. 

. Social  and  cultural  intolerance  is, 
a form  of  oppression,  as  is  denouncing ! 
the  beliefs  of  others. 

So  for  all  you  pro  and  anii- 
pcop/e.  I have  a message:  your  intol- 
erance of  the  other  side's  argument  is  j 
inherently  oppressive,  and  you  should  j 
be  ashamed. 

The  fact  that  both  sides  chose  t< 
flamboyantly  and  publicly  spew  vitri 
olic  rhetoric  counteracted  the  real  mes 
sage  behind  the  peace  rally,  and  wa 
counterproductive  to  the  intent  of  the  1 
whale  affair. 

It  is  only  when  we  as  a people  { 
leam  to  stop  being  self-righteous  and  j 
selfrccntered  that  the  true  power  of  I 
peace  can  be  realized. 

I make  one  request  for  those  who  i 
make  the  decision  to  read  this  letter:  ; 
don’t  believe  that  you  are  too  small  and  1 
that  the  world  is  too  big  for  you  to  make  ; 
a difference. 

Anonymous 

The  writer,  a JJC  student, 
has  asked  to  remain  anonymous,  i 


Supporting  U.S.  ti 


TROOP 


Area  whineij  support  the  troops  i 


you  will  be  matched  with  a serviceman 
or  woman. 

Stores  such  as  Circuit  City  and 
Wal-Mart  provide  the  opportunity  for 
people  to  record  personal messages  for 
die  troops  fighting  overseas.  These  re- 
cordings can  be  shown  to  large  groups 
of  servicemen  and  women  when  they 


www.operdUonmiliiarvnride.orB. 


Operation  Military  Pride  offers 
many  ways  that  citizens  can  support  the 
troops.  Right  now  they  are  trying  to 
raise  enough  money  to  send  3,500  care 
packages  overseas  by  Armed  Forces 
Day  You  can  find  out  more  about  this 
o rgan'rzati  on  by  visiting 


With  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom 
entering  its  fourth  week  and  the  death 
toll  of  coalition  troops  exceeding  100. 
many  people  seem  to  have  mixed  feel- 
ings about  this  war.  Some  people  didn  t 
realize  that  the  war  would  take  dus 
long,  while  others  knew-  that  the  U.S 
in  it  for  the  long  haul. 

Even  here  at  JJC  some  students 
expressed  fheir  disgust  With  the  war 
during  an  open-mic  session  that  was,  , 
held  during  die  peace  rally  on  March 
12. 

Bur  no  matter  what  views  you  may 
have  about  dus  war.it  is  extremely  vi- 
tal to  support  the  troops  overseas  dur- 
ing this  troubling  time.  These  brave 
men  and  women  put  their  lives  on  the 
line  everyday,  and  they  need  to  be. ap- 
preciated. 

One  of  the  hardest  things  to  deal 
with  overseas  is  isolation.  Soldiers  are 
unable  to  see  family  members  and 
loved  ones  for  months  at  a time  There 
arc  many  ways  that  people  back  in  die 
s can  remind  the  troops  that  we 
care  and  want  to  see  them  home  safely. 

Right  here  at  JJC  there  is  a com- 
munity effort  to  support  the  troops  and 
help  get  them  supplies.  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  Sigma  Delta  Mu.  JJC  students, 
tali'  and  faculty  are  sponsoring  this 
event  . 

The  U.S.  servicemen  and  women 
in  the  Middle  East  need  items  such  as 
toothpaste,  combs,  razors,  shampoo, 
soap,  bathrooni  tissue. baby  wipes,  in- 
dividually wrapped  and  purchased 
cookies  and  crackers,  greeting  cards, 
envelopes,  pens,  paper,  envelopes, 
board  games,  card'games.  video  games 
arid  batteries.  These  items  can  be 
dropped  off  outside  of  the  theater 
lobby.  D-mall.  A-building  concourse 
and  T building  CIOS  lobs. 

Monetary  donations  lo  support  the 
troops  can  be  given  to  Rita  Monroe. 

; whose  office  is  located  on  the  second 
floor  of  K-building,  or  Patricia  Shue 
in  room  E- 1029.  The  checks  should  be 
made  payable  to  Cantigny  Post  367 

Another  way  you  can  help  flic 
troops  gel  through  the  long  and  lonely 
days  overseas  is  by  a program  called 
"Adopt  a Solider."  If  you  have  some- 
one iri  the  military,  no  matter  where 
they  are,  send  their  address  toADOPT- 
A-SOLDIER.  1 19  Mam  Street.  Chico,- 
CA,,  95926;  and  they  will  find  seven 
people  to  adopt  your  solider  Each  of 
the  seven  adopters  will  write  the  solider 
a letter  one  day  of  the  week.  If  you 
want  to  adopt  a soldier,  send  your  name 
and  address  to  the  same  location  and 
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JJC  liislorv  professor  John  Lyons  discusses  the  impact  of  Irisli-Aniericans  in  Chicago. 
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The  Irish  in  America 


By  Jen  Holdcrfleld 

On  March  14,  JJC  held  a presen- 
tation on  the  bridge  from  noon  to  2 p.m. 
about  Irish  Americans. 

When  asked  about  the  purpose 
and  goals  of  the  program,  sociology 
teacher  Dennis  Doyle,  who  organized 
this  presentation,  said  that  it  was  de- 
signed to  abolish  the  many  stereotypes 
of  Irish  Americans  and  to  show  a brief 
overview  of  their  history  . 

There  were  four  speakers,  and  they 
focused  on  immigration,  assimilation 
and  the  impacts  on  the  city  of  Chicago. 
These  speeches  were  given  between 
noon  and  one. 

A guest  speaker  from  Loyola  Uni- 
versity spoke  on  Irish  America  and  the 
Ulster  Conflict  which,  occurred  be- 
tween 1968-1995 

Doyle  was  die  first  speaker.  He 
discussed  the  immigration  of  the  Irish 
to  America.  According  to  him,  the  Irish 
were  not  actual  immigrants  but  rather 
refugees.  He  said  they  were  running 
from  famine,  religious  prosecution  and 
scarcity  of  resources. 

The  British  had  forced  their  home- 
land and  its  people  into  extreme  pov- 
erty and  suppression.  The  Irish  had  one 
chance  to  survive,  leave  their  country 
and  go  to  America. 

The  second  speaker.  Johnnie 
Johnson,  sociologist  teacher,  spoke  on 
the  assimilation  of  Irish  Americans. 
Stereotypes  and  xenophobia,  the  fear 
of  strangers,  was  discussed,  as  well  as 


the  group  called  the  Know  Nothings, 
which  evolved  into  the  KKK.  Other 
topics  included  the  election  of  John  F. 
Kennedy  and  how  the  Irish  were  finally 
awarded  the  right  to  be  called  true 
Americans. 

The  third  speaker  was  John  Lyons, 
JJC  history  teacher.  He  presented  the 
impacts  of  Irish  Americans  on  the  city 
of  Chicago. 

The  big  five  impacts  discussed 
were  politics,  school,  churches,  the  la- 
bor movement  and  pubs.  The  low  pay- 
ing jobs  Irish  men  held  included  work 
on  the  l&M  canal,  the  railways,  con- 
struction and  the  steel  industry.  Irish 
women,  on  the  other  hand,  held  domes- 
tic and  teaching  jobs. 

Finally,  the  guest  speaker,  Andrew 
Wilson,  discussed  the  Irish  American 
support  for  the  Irish  Republic  Army 
(IRA). 

He  restated  some  of  the  informa- 
tion about  the  Irish  immigration  his- 
tory. He  then  discussed  reasons  for  the 
creation  of  the  IRA  and  explained  why 
many  Irish-Americans  felt  it  was  the 
best  way  to  fight  British  injustice 

This  support  was  very  important 
because  it  unified  Ireland  against  the 
British. 

The  program  ended  with  a ques- 
tion and  answer  section  with  Andrew 
Wilson.  Anyone  who  missed  the  pro- 
gram, or  wants  more  information,  is 
welcome  to  inquire  about  Irish  Ameri- 
can stereotypes,  impacts  or  their  his- 
tory with  any  of  the  four  speakers. 
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QUESTION  OF  THE  ISSUE: 

WHAT  ARE  YOUR  VIEWS  ON  THE 
WAR  WITH  IR  AQ? 


Brooke  Skeen 

"/  think  this  war  doesn  I 
meet  the  criteria  for  a just 
war  and  that  there  were 
more  appropriate  means  of 
conflict-resolution  that 
could  have  been  explored.  " 


Thco  Landcastlc 

"I  think  it  s really  unnecessary 
because  we  re  fighting  for  no 
reason  and  they  're  fighting  on 
holy  land.  I don  I think  God 
would  appreciate  that.  What  it 
all  boils  down  to  is  that  I think 
the  Lord  will  be  the  one  to 
fight  the  war.  and  I think  Bush 
is  the  devil.  ” 


Dontalyon  Jimcrson 

"It  s not  necessarily  a 
good  or  bad  thing  that  we 
are  at  war.  but  we  have  to 
do  what  we  have  to  do  and 
we  need  to  stop  this  regime 
because  they  are  a threat 
to  the  entire  world.  " 


Stephanie  Bates 

"I  don  t think  that  we  should 
be  having  this  war  because  I 
don 't  think  Bush  is 
representing  the  US. 
accurately  and  is  fighthing 
for  selfish  reasons.  " 


Jay-C 

"I'm  for  it  because  I think  if 
we  don  ’/  take  care  of  Saddam 
Husein  now.  who  is  going  to 
take  care  of  him  later?  " 


Nate  Applcbcc 
"I  agree  with  the  war 
because  it ‘s  going  to  protect 
the  worlds  freedoms. " 


Sale 


All  JJC  Imprinted  J/Building  Across  from 

— . n n t t the  Service  Center  and 
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25%  Off 

T-Shirts,  Sweatshirts,  Hats,  Shorts,  & Bookbags 

Wednesday,  April  9th  to 

Wednesday,  April  23rd  ONLY! 

Where?- 

Your  On  Campus  Bookstore, 
The  JJC  Bookstore! 


The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books 
Every  Business  Day! 

Summer  I & II  Books  Available  Online  and  In  Store  April  21st! 
www.jjcbookstore.com  Open  7:30  to  7:00  Monday  thru  Thursday 

815-280-6767  Frida-V  7:30 10  3:30 

While  Quantities  Last,  Prior  Sales  Excluded,  Sorry  - No  Hold  Orders 
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Midwest  Mafia  body  shop  satisfies  the  need  for  speed 


By  Thomas  Zilligcn 

What  does  a guy  do  when  he  gels 
tired  of  driving  back  and  forth  from 
Joliet  to  Chicago  just  to  buy  parts  for 
his  car?  For  Eric  Woods,  owner  of  Mid- 
west Mafia  Racing,  the  answer  is 
simple-  you  open  up  your  own  shop. 

The  racing  bug  bit  Woods  in  1 998, 
when  he  purchased  a Dodge  Stealth  and 
proceeded  to  make  it  a faster,  more 
race-worthy  car.  As  time  passed,  he  got 
married,  purchased  a Toyota  Supra  and 
continued  to  build  up  his  cars. 


Photo  by  Thomas  Zilligcn 


After  growing  tired  of  traveling 
to  Chicago  every  time  he  wanted  a 
part,  he  decided  to  toss  his  hat  into  the 
speed  shop  ring,  and  in  August  of 2002 
he  introduced  Joliet  to  Midwest  Ma- 
fia 

Mafia  Racing  currently  Has  two 
demonstration  vehicles,  a Mazda  RX- 
7 (currently  under  construction)  and  a 
'99  Cadillac  Escalade.  Both  vehicles 
have  extensive  modifications  done  to 
them. 

Woods  claims,  “If  I can't  gel  a 
specific  part  for  the  cars,  I just  won’t 
pul  it  on  them.’' 

Installation  of  any  car  part  is, 
however,  up  to  the  customer. 

For  some  lips  on  finding  the  right 
shop  for  your  car.  Woods  advised 
people  to,  “Take  a weekend  off  and 
look  around  for  shops. 

Hang  out  at  the  shop  for  a bit  and 
ask  questions,  and  check  out  the  ga- 
rage. Look  at  the  cars  they  are  work- 
ing on  and  the  attitude  of  the  workers 
there." 


Two  cars  outside  of  Midwest  Mafia. 


Woods  says  that  he  is  also  really 
excited  about  some  of  the  new  cars 
coming  out,  as  well  as  some  that  have 
just  recently  hit  showroom  floors.  Cars 
like  the  new  Dodge  Neon  SRT-4,  with 
its  factory-rated  2 1 5 horsepower  turbo- 
charged 4-cylinder  engine,  and  the 
Mitsubishi  Lancer  Evolution  8,  which 
may -very  well  be  the  next  Midwest 
Mafia  demo  car. 

Midwest  Mafia  can  get  any  part  for 
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Photo  by  Thomas  Zilligcn 

pretty  much  any  kind  of  car  on  the  mar- 
ket, but  their  real  area  of  expertise  is  in 
SUVs  and  import  cars.  From  Hondas, 
Mazdas,  and  Mitsubishis,  to  Fords, 
Chevys  and  Cadillacs,  Mafia  Racing 
can  get  what  you  need  in  about  three 
days. 

For  any  parts  or  questions,  contact 
Midwest  Mafia  at  (815)  730-3345,  or 
visit  their  website  at 
www.MafiaRacing.com. 


(Jfewh 


Fine  Arts  Department . The 

Fine  Arts  Department  wtjl  present 
an  exhibit  that  features  JJC  artists 
in  the  Laura  A Sprague  Gallery, 
which  will  be  nm  from  March  25 
through  April  !?-  The  gallery  is 
open  front  S until  8 Monday 
through  Friday. 

Fine  Arts  Department;  The 
JJC  Jewelry  Class  w ill  be  having 
hand  crafted  jewelry  sale  on 
April  16  from  9 am  until  2 p m 
Items  to  be  sold  include 
handcrafted  earrings,  pins,  pen- 
rings,  bracelets,  chain  in 
gold,  silver,  copper,  brass  and  nto- 
fn  addition  lamp  worked 
s beads  will  be  on  saJc. 

North  Campus:  The  North 
Campus  tn  Romeoville  will  be 
holding  its  ommuniiy  open  house 
in  Tuesday,  April  22  from  5 p m 
o ft  p m.  Refreshments,  raffle  and 
program  exhibits  will  he  on  dem- 
onstration. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa:  PhiThota 
Kappa  will  hold  a formal  induc- 
tion ceremony  on  Wednesday, 
April  1 2.  in  the  theater  m K-build- 
ing  from  7 p in.  to  9 p.m 

Office  of  Student  Activities: 
The  annual  Battle  of  the  Bands 
will  be  held  on  Friday.  April  25  tn 
the  cafeteria  from  5 30  p m to  1 1 
p.m.  For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  Office  of  Student  Activi- 
ties  at  H- 10 1 6 on  the  bridge. 

Office  of  Student  Activities: 
An  Easter  Egg  hunt  will  beheld  at 
the  main  campus  throughout  the 
day  of  April  16  Easter  eggs  will 
be  hidden  around  school  and  those 
who  find  them  will  win  prizes. 

Chess  Club:  The  chess  club 
will  be  ho>ting  a Spring  Open 
tournament  in  J -0006  from 
8 a.m  -10p  m 

Construction  Technology 
and  Career  Services:  Die  con- 
struction Technology  and  Career 
Services  will  be  holding  their  ca- 
reer night  in  the  T-Coneourse  on 
April  16  from  5 p.m.  to  7 p:m. 

Early  Childhood  Center: 
On  April  15.,  there  will  be  a field 
trip  to  the  Ag  Department  for 
sheep  shearing  with  Brad  Angus 
9 30a  m to  I lam 

Early  Childhood  Center.  Die 
final  Family  Fun  Night  will  be  on 
April  22  from  6 p.m  to  7;30  p m 
The  theme  of  the  program  will  be 
planting  with  children,  and  there 
will  be  lips  from  the  Horticulture 
Department. 

Campus  Police:  The  Rape 
Aggressions  Defense  Systems  vyill 
be  holding  a 1 2-hour  course  in  sell 
defense  tactics  to  prevent  sexual 
assault  The  class  is  open  to 
women  ages  16  and  over.  Classes 
are  offered  on  four  consecutive 
Thursdays  for  four  hours  each 
class.  Classes  are  on  April,  to.  17. 
and  2ft.  from  6 pan.  to  10  pm 
There  is  a one-time  fee  of  S25  per 
limited  to  It) 
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College  board  debates  tuition  increase  for  JJC 

By  Stephanie  Irvine 
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Joliet  Junior  College’s  bargain  tu- 
ition rate  could  become  a bargain  by 
the  end  of  this  summer  because  the 
Board  of  Trustees  is  preparing  to  vote 
on  a possible  tuition  hike.  The  pro- 
posed tuition  increase  is  expected  to 
follow  the  trend  of  two  or  three  dollars 
at  a time.  However,  the  tuition  has  al- 
ready been  increased  each  year  for  the 
past  five  years. 

JJC’s  administration  feels  that  a 
tuition  increase  is  necessary  because 
the  costs  of  labor  and  materials  in- 
crease each  year.  Enrollment  has  grown 
by  a third  since  1997,  growing  from 
approximately  9,600  students  to  over 
13,000  students  last  semester.  The  en- 
rollment growth  and  costs  of  labor  and 
materials,  in  addition  to  the  reduced 
funding  by  the  stale  of  Illinois,  make 
the  increase  seemingly  inevitable. 

"As  these  facts  are  understood  it 
is  my  opinion  that  tuition  costs  will 
continue  to  rise  over  the  years."  said 
Dr.  Alan  Hardersen,  vice-president  of  manage  the  college’s  fiscal  health  and 
student  services.  “Unlike  a number  of  offset  the  increases  in  labor  and  male- 


Don  1 worry  Pink  Baby,  your  money  is  going  lo  a 
good  cause! 

Photo  by  Chrissy  Kozol 

creased  tuition  by  nearly  20  percent, 

JJC  has  been  conservative  in  its  plan." 

The  possibility  of  a tuition  in- 
crease occurs  when  the  administration 
presents  the  Board  of  Trustees  with  a 
five-year  financial  planning  document 
that  includes  an  increase  of  $2  per 


The  Board  of  Trustees 
will  make  the  final  decision 
on  the  increase  during  one  of 
the  upcoming  board  meetings. 
The  earliest  vote  on  this  issue 
could  take  place  in  early  May, 
as  there  are  no  plans  to  vote 
in  April. 

If  the  tuition  increase 
does  not  pass,  many  services 
could  be  reduced  to  cut  costs. 
If  it  does  pass,  the  additional 
money  received  will  be  used 
to  counter  the  increasing  costs 
the  college  has  incurred  each 
year. 

Hardersen  also  said  that 
from  his  knowledge,  the  students  have 
made  it  known  that  they  expect  in- 
creases in  tuition  and  would  rather  have 
the  tuition  increased  in  manageable 
amounts  annually  as  opposed  to  giant 
increases  at  random. 

The  earliest  the  tuition  could  be 


colleges  and  universities  that  have  in-  rials. 


credit  hour  for  tuition  each  year.  This  increased  would  be  the  first  session  of 
document  is  used  to  both  plan  and  summer  school.  Current  students  will 
not  be  affected  as  any  increase  would 
come  after  the  end  of  the  spring  2003 
semester. 


We’ve  got  a 

flare 

for  hospitality 
management. 

Roosevelt  University’s  programs  in  hospitality 
and  tourism  management  help  you  create 
exciting  experiences  and  warm  memories  for 
guests  and  visitors.  Concentrate  in: 


LODGING  CONVENTIONS 

KOOD  AND  BEVERAGE  EXHIBITION 

MANAGEMENT 

MEETINGS 

A complete  range  of  day, 
evening  and  weekend  classes 
at  our  Loop  and  Schaumburg 
campuses — along  with  online 
options — lets  you  decide 
when  and  where  to  complete 
the  degree  you  began  at  your 
community  college. 


Chicago  • Schaumburg 
v.  roosevell.edu  l-S77-Apph’-RU 

Where  you  want  lo  be! 


AGe.B 


Blooming  credit  hours 


By  Brian  Delaney 

JJC  Board  of  Trustees  recently 
voted  on  the  issue  of  increasing  the 
credit-hour  requirements  for  achieving 
associate’s  degree  in  applied  sci- 
re. Those  departments  affected  in- 
clude agriculture,  horticulture  and  vet- 
erinary technician  classes. 

Some  trustees,  including  student 
trustee  Lavon  Pettis,  were  not  pleased 
with  the  outcome  of  the  vote. 

"My  disappointment  came  from 
the  fact  that  the  curriculum  committee 
worked  on  this  decision  for  six  years 
under  the  guidance  of  Denis  Wright,” 
said  student  trustee,  Lavon  Pettis. 
“Once  the  Board  of  Trustees  became 
involved,  1 began  to  believe  that  your 
involvement  was  micromanaging." 

Currently,  the  curriculum  for  these 
classes  only  requires  nine  credit  hours 
outside  of  the  department.  The  require- 
ment will  be  raised  to  12  credit  hours 
in  the  fall,  and  ultimately  reach  15 
hours  by  the  fall  of  2004. 

The  current  proposal  includes  the 


introduction  of  integrated  classes, 
which  will  combine  a variety  of  gen- 
eral education  classes  while  still  in- 
volving an  agricultural  and  horticul- 
tural element. 

If  the  new  proposal  is  not  put  into 
effect  by  the  conclusion  of  the  2003- 
04  year,  the  credit  requirements  will 
remain  as  they  are,  nine  hours. 

According  to  Dr.  Jim  Ethridge,  the 
chairman  and  professor  for  the  agricul- 
ture and  horticulture  sciences  depart- 
ment, the  board  of  trustees  has  pre- 
sented a rather  unclear  proposal  with 
the  so-called  integrated  classes.  In  ad- 
dition, Ethridge  also  said  there  is  no 
valid  reason  why  students  should  not 
be  able  to  complete  general  education 
classes  within  the  agriculture  and  hor- 
ticulture departments. 

However,  Pettis  disagreed.  "The 
purpose  of  general  education  credits  is 
to  show  the  interdependence  of  all  sub- 
jects. I feel  that  it  is  almost  a disad- 
vantage to  the  ag  students  not  to  have 
to  take  15  credit  hours." 


Information 

Sessions 

Wednesday,  April  9 
6 to  7 pm 
Chicago  Campus 
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Columbia  college  CHICAGO 

CHICAGO'S  VISUAL.  PEREORMING.  MEDIA  AND  COMMUNICATION  ARTS  COL*  EOE 

600  S Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  IL  60605  ph.  (312)  663-1600 
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EASTERN  ILLINOIS  UNIVERSITY 


Get  fired  up 

about  earning 

your  degree. 

Light  a fire  under  your  career,  and  complete 
your  degree  in  up  to  one-third  less  time  if  you’re 
24  or  older.  Roosevelt  University  offers  the  time- 
shortened  Bachelor  of  General  Studies  degree 
in  more  than  25  majors  including: 


A complete  range  of  day, 
evening  and  weekend  classes 
at  our  Loop  and  Schaumburg 
campuses — along  with  online 
options — lets  you  decide  when 
and  where  to  study.  So  check 
out  our  special  degree  comple- 
tion options  for  community 
college  graduates. 


Wednesday,  April  30 
6 to  7 pm 
Chicago  Campus 
-130  S.  Michigan  Ave. 


Chicago  • Schaumburg 
mvw.ioo.seveli.edu  1 -877-Ap'ply-RU 

Whirr  you  wan!  to  hr! 


stressed 

about 

transferring 


Relax. 

We're  pretty  easy-going. 

In  fact,  we're  real  glad  to  have  you.  Eastern's 
Proud  of  the  fact  that  -10  percent  of  our  students 
have  transferred  from  other  colleges  and 
universities  tVe  know  yo^r  concerns  and  we're 
committed  to  making  your  transition  an 


So,  what's  so  great 
about  us? 

• Class  size  average  of  22  students 

• Full  acceptance  of  the  Illinois 
Articulation  Initiative  and  the 
Associate  in  Arts.  Associate  in 
Science,  and  Associate  in 
Science  and  Arts  degree 

• One  of  America's  Best  Colleges 
as  repotted  by  IS  News  mid 
World  Report 

• Panther  Lx  press  bus  service  for 
campus  and  community 

• Textbook  rental  system  - save 
S400-S600  per  year 


Noi  too  bad.  huh? 


Eastern 


Students  express  creativity  in  JJC  art  students’ juried  exhibition 


Powerful  art  displayed 
in  JJC  gallery 

By  Sabrina  DiRcnzo 

Students  in  the  art  department 
have  worked  iheir  hearts  out  all  semes- 
ter for  the  one  thing  that  makes  it  all 
worthwhile,  the  chance  to  show  off 
their  work  at  JJC’s  student  art  show. 
There  were  24 1 pieces  entered  in  the 
2003  JJC  Art  Exhibition,  and  74  works 
of  art  by  45  students  were  selected  for 
this  year’s  show. 

The  art  show  is  run  by  art  instruc- 
tor Joe  Milosevich,  who  also  selects 
pieces  for  the  permanent  collection  that 
is  displayed  throughout  the  school. 

"This  is  one  of  five  of  the  best  art 
shows  we  have  had  in  23  years,"  said 
Milosevich. 

When  asked  about  what  were  the 
qualities  he  looked  for  when  picking  a 
piece  for  the  pemiancnt  collection,  he 
selected  pieces  based  on  "recommen- 
dations. from  other  teachers,  excep- 
tional pieces,  and  usually  more  than 


one  student  is  selected." 

The  awards  were  donated  by  John 
and  Laura  Kingsbury  and  Dr.Gamil 
Arida. 

The  artists  featured  in  the  exhibi- 
tion draw  their  inspirations  from  all  fac- 
ets of  life. 

“I  mostly  gather  my  images  from 
the  environment  around  me,  things  in 


had  accomplished  something,”  said 
Lindgren. 

So,  if  you’re  interested  in  good 
artwork  and  want  to  see  what  your  fel- 
low classmates  are  doing  over  in  the 
art  department,  the  artwork  from  the 


2003  JJC  Art  Exhibition  is  on  display 
in  the  Laura  Sprague  Art  Gallery  on 
the  second  floor  of  J-building  on  the 
main  campus. 

The  artwork  will  run  until  April 

18. 


everyday  life  that  people  take  for 
granted,  and  elevate  then  to  a higher 
importance.  I also  think  emotion  is  a 
crucial  part  of  art,"  said  Adam  Farcus. 

Another  student,  Kate  Lingdren, 
talked  about  the  excitement  of  being 
in  a student  art  show. 

"At  first  I thought  it  was  the 
coolest  thing  in  the  world  because  this 
is  my  second  art  show  and  I felt  like  I 
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Student  trustee  election  time  at  JJC 


By  Chris  Parker 

On  April  9 and  10,  hundreds  of 
JJC  students,  staff  and  faculty  members 
arc  expected  to  cast  their  vote  for  JJC’s 
new  student  trustee.  The  candidates  for 
this  year's  election  are  Latesha  Traylor 
from  Joliet  Central  High  School  and 
Drew  Duzinkas,  a graduate  from  JJC’s 
Early  Leavers  Program. 

This  is  Traylor’s  second  semester 
here  at  JJC.  At  Joliet  Central  she  had  a 
3.4  grade  point  average  and  served  as 
the  school's  student  council  secretary, 
president  of  the  Project  Dove  Program 
(Student  Resolution)  and  class  rep  from 
her  freshman  to  senior  years. 

At  JJC.  she  has  been  involved  with 
the  Black  Student  Union,  student  gov- 
ernment and  Project  Achieve’s  student 
support  services.  Traylor  says  she 
wants  the  communication  between  stu- 
dents and  staff  and  faculty  improved. 

“We  are  in  this  together,  we  can’t 
keep  dodging  each  others  views.  It’s 
just  time  to  talk,"  she  said.  “I’m  ready 
to  make  this  thing  work!” 

Her  inspiration  for  this  election  is 
her  campaign  manager  and  twin  sister 
Latasha  Traylor,  who  is  running  for 
Collegiate  Club  Council  and  BSU 


Drew  and  Latesha  want  your  votes! 

Pholo  courtesy  of  media  services 
president,  respectively. 

When  asked  to  name  one  word 
that  would  describe  this  year’s  elec- 
tion, candidate  Drew  Duzinkas  said 
"redemption."  Duzinkas  believes  ex- 
cellence is  not  only  expected,  but  for 
him  it  is  the  standard. 

A sociology  major,  Duzinkas 
says,  “I’m  ready  to  bring  the  commu- 
nity back  into  this  community  col- 
lege.” He  even  had  something  to  say 
to  the  students:  “It’s  time  to  be  ac- 
countable for  yourselves.  Aren’t  you 
tired  of  dead-end  jobs  and  the  same 
old  maze,  let’s  redeem  ourselves.” 

He  says  his  student  involvement 
and  his  ability  to  talk  to  anyone  is  what 
puts  him  as  a powerful  prospect  for 
the  trustee  position.  He  said  he  wants 


the  students  to  get  informed,  involved 
and  connected  as  he  did. 

"This  school  is  so  beautiful  and 
has  a lot  to  offer.  I want  the  students  to 
obtain  all  the  resources  as  possible 
while  they  are  here,”  he  said.  In  his 
spare  time  he  serves  as  a 
groundskeeper  here  at  JJC.  His  deep 
invested  interest  is  nature  and  it’s  beau- 
tification. 

This  election  is  expected  to  be  one 
like  never  before,  with  new  online  vot- 
ing procedures.  To  vote  for  one  of  the 
candidates,  go  online  at  www.jjc.edu/ 
vote. 

You  must  enter  your  initials,  so- 
cial security  numbers  and  birth  infor- 
mation before  your  vote  will  count.  In- 
formation is  for  ID  purposes  only  and 
this  information  will  not  be  recorded. 
Voting  will  start  April  9 at  12:01  p.m. 
and  ends  on  April  10,  2003,  at  7:00 
p.m. 

Pattie  Fine,  dean  of  student  devel- 
opment, says  she  is  excited  about  on- 
line elections. 

“It’s  a big  change  and  I’m  look- 
ing forward  for  the  increase  participa- 
tion.” There  will  be  voting  booths  pre- 
pared on  the  bridge  by  the  Office  of 
Student  Services  and  Activities. 


Just  In  Time  For  Easter! 


SALE! 

All  Ty  Plush  Toys  Q:T; 

25%  Off! 

Sale  Dates:  Wednesday,  April  9th  to  Thursday,  April  1 7th 

YOUR  Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 

Monday  thru  Thursday  fOLIET  www.jjcbookstore.com 
7:30  to  7:00  1 815-280-6767 

Friday  - 7:30  to  3:30  J J/Building 

Limited  to  Stock  On  Hand  - Prior  Sales  Excluded  - Sorry,  No  Hold  Orders 

The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  Day! 
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I know  how  the  classes  I take  today  will  have 
an  impact  on  the  life  I lead  tomorrow.  I also 
understand  that  these  courses  don't  come 
cheap  - that's  why  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn' 
Program  pays  as  much  as  $23,000  in  college 
financial  assistance.  Brown  thinks  these 
numbers  make  sense.  I think  UPS  is 
pretty  smart 


® WHAT  CAN  BROWN  DO  FOR  YOU?’“ 


To  learn  more  about  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn'  Prograr 
Joliet  Junior  College,  contact  Lewis  Strange  at: 


Empowerment  2003 


Gender  issues  addressed 
at  JJC  conference 

By  Jessica  Harvey 

Educate,  organize  and  make  his- 
tory, was  the  theme  at  the  6th  annual 
Empowerment  Conference  held  on 
March  14  at  JJC’s  main  campus. 

The  topics  addressed  at  the  con- 
ference included  gender  inequalities 
Title  IX,  domestic  violence  and  the  im- 
pact that  just  one  person  can  have  on 
society. 

"We  have  come  a long  way,  there 
is  no  question  that  we  have  come  a long 
way,”  said  keynote  speaker.  Dr.  Martha 
Burk,  chair  of  the  National  Council  of 
Women’s  Organizations. 

Burk  started  her  sne'-  1 ’ 

excerpt  from  the  women’s  bar  as&uvia 
lion.  It  stated  how  in  1953  United  Air- 
lines offered  executive  flights  (which 
included  free  cocktails  and  cigars)  to 
men  only.  These  men-only  flights  were 
offered  until  1970  and  were  stopped 
due  to  increasing  pressure  that  was 
placed  on  the  airline  from  the  National 
Organization  of  Women. 

“So,  yes  we  have  come  a long  way, 
but  now  we  are  being  asked,  ‘don’t 
women  have  too  much?"’  said  Burk. 

She  then  answered  her  own  ques- 
tion by  saying  that  she  felt  women  did 
have  more  of  their  share.  She  felt  that 
women  have  more  of  their  share  of  pov- 
erty, minimum  wage  jobs  and  home  and 
childcare  duties. 

She  talked  about  how  women  are 
constantly  fighting  the  battle  for 
women's  health  and  reproductive 


rights,  while  pointing  out  that  most 
health  insurance  companies  pay  for 
Viagra,  but  it  will  not  pay  for  birth  con- 
trol pills. 

Burk  then  talked  about  the  issue 
of  domestic  violence.  Fifty  years  ago 
domestic  violence  was  seen  as  a fam- 
ily matter  instead  of  a crime.  The  po- 
lice would  wonder  what  the  womm  lid 
to  deserve  a beating  if  they  received  a 
e ' l^nut  such  a crime. 

tnc  bill  to  make  domestic  vio- 
lence a crime  was  in  Congress  for  five 
years  before  it  was  passed  in  1995. 

"The  struggle  continues,"  said 
Burke. 

Burk  talked  about  the  importance 
of  education.  She  discussed  the  fact 
that  it  is  important  to  let  people  know 
there  is  a problem  and  to  constantly 
ng  up  the  issue  until  it  is  addressed 
and  resolved. 

She  also  talked  about  the  impor- 
tance of  knowing  and  understanding 
history. 

“We  must  know  our  history  in  or- 
der not  to  step  backward.  We  must  or- 
ganize to  make  forward  progress,"  said 
Burke. 

Burk  then  discussed  the  sensitive 
topic  of  gender  discrimination.  She 
talked  about  Augusta  National  Golf 
Club  and  the  fact  that  it  is  a men-only 
club.  Burk  said  that  if  African  Ameri- 
cans were  banned  from  golfing  at  Au- 
gusta (where  the  PGA  Masters  is  held), 
people  would  lake  immediate  action  to 
change  the  club’s  admittance  policy, 
but  there  is  not  such  a reaction  when 
women  are  banned. 

See  Empowerment  on  page  8 


Panel  member  Ruth  Sweelser  addresses  the  crowd  al  Empowerment  2003. 
Photo  by  Mike  O'Brien 
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Five  local  artists  raise  money  and  ‘rock  against  racism’  at  JJC 


By  Jessica  Harvey 

On  Saturday,  March  29,  over  250 
people  gathered  in  the  JJC  careteria  in 
an  efTort  to  hear  local  artists  and  fight 
racism. 

This  event  was  sponsored  by  Ac- 
tion for  Freedom  and  the  Joliet  Anti 
Racist  Organization,  two  clubs  at  JJC. 
The  idea  for  this  event  came  about 
when  members  of  these  organizations 
decided  that  something  needed  to  be 
done  to  counter  the  negative  impacts 
of  racism. 

‘There  had  been  some  racist 
things  going  on  in  Joliet  as  far  os  white 
supremacist  organizations  in  the  local 


Empowerment- 

continued from  page  7 

Burk  ended  her  address  by  read- 
ing a quote,  which  stated  that  the 
“legacy  of  fighting  for  what  you  believe 
in  and  winning  lasts  a lifetime  " 

After  Burk,  the  audience  heard 
from  a panel  of  four  people  from  vari- 
ous jobs  and  backgrounds 

The  first  speaker  was  Ruth 
Swectser,  director  of  professional 
learning  and  business  relations  in  the 
graduate  college  at  Illinois  Institute  of 
Technology.  Sweetser  started  off  her 
lecture  by  asking  the  audience  to  throw 
out  words  that  described  empower- 
ment. The  audience  yelled  words  such 
as  respect,  independence,  knowledge 
and  self-identity. 

Sweetser  focused  on  how  to  get 
women  into  the  information  and  tech- 
nology field  and  how  women  need  to 
be  included  in  major  decision-making. 


Quarters  Only  shows  us  who  s boss  at  the  Rock  Against  Racism. 

Photo  by  Adam  Forcus 

area,  and  we  felt  compelled  to  take  Hannigan,  president  of  Action  for  Frec- 
action  against  that,"  said  Patrick  dom. 


Dr.  Martha  Burk. 


Pholo  by  Mike  O'Brien 

Next,  Susan  McNamara,  program 
specialist  with  the  women's  program 
at  Harper  College  spoke  about  help- 
ing displaced  homemakers  and  single 
parents  She  explained  how  her  depart- 
ment also  gives  support  to  women  and 
men  who  want  to  enter  non-traditional 
job  fields. 

After  McNamara,  Margarite 
Faulkner,  manager  of  the  special 


project  for  the  Illinois  department  of 
employment  security,  add  .ssed  the 
crowd.  Faulkner  wanted  to  raise  aware- 
ness of  IDES  and  show  how  the  agency 
can  better  serve  women,  community 
groups  and  minorities.  She  also  empha- 
sized the  importance  of  sharing  knowl- 
edge. 

"Whatever  you  learn,  you  have  to 
learn  to  give  it  back,”  said  Faulkner. 

Finally,  Brenda  Roland,  instruc- 
tional coordinator  for  displaced  home- 
makers at  the  JJC  city  center  campus 
talked  about  her  job  working  with  re- 
turning adult  students  and  displaced 
homemakers.  Her  department  provides 
things  such  as  financial  aid  and  referred 
childcare.  They  also  work  with  men  as 
well. 

Faulkner  summed  up  the  purpose 
of  the  day’s  message  by  slating  that 
"empowerment  is  whatever  you  make 
it,  the  empowerment  is  within  your- 
self.” 


Over  S600  was  raised,  and  the 
money  will  be  distributed  to  Equality 
Illinois,  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  and  the  National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored  People. 

The  event  featured  an  array  of  tal- 
ented musicians  throughout  the  night. 

The  Zany  One  was  an  intriguing 
rap  act  that  performed  with  style  and 
flair,  while  entertaining  the  audience. 

Reality  was  a powerful  slam  poet 
who  wowed  the  audience. 

He  addressed  issues  such  as  so- 
cial inequalities  and  oppression  dur- 
ing his  emotionally  charged  perfor- 
mance. 

Dearest  Fae,  a hardcore  band  that 
performed  with  energy  and  feeling, 
took  the  stage  with  a vengeance.  They 
were  incredible  musicians  that  pro- 
vided the  audience  with  thought-pro- 
voking lyrics. 

The  politically  charged  rock  band. 
Tarnish  brought  the  crowd  to  their  feet 
with  their  emotional  songs. 


Fighting  all  types  of  discrimina- 
tion seemed  to  be  a cause  close  to  the 
hearts  of  the  band  members,  and  it 
showed  in  their  lyrics. 

The  rap  group  the  Prezident  kept 
the  crowd  grooving  with  their  up  tempo 
rap  numbers.  And  they  showed  true 
showmanship  during  their  performance 
when  Drew  Duzinskas,  representative 
for  Student  Government,  came  onstage 
to  freestyle. 

! Finally,  Quarters  Only,  an  infec- 
tious ska  band  brought  the  house  down. 
Their  unique  brand  of  music  had  prac- 
tically the  entire  audience  dancing  and 
wanting  more. 

The  crowd  was  so  pleased  with 
their  performance  that  they  asked  for 
an|  encore. 

“I  was  honestly  impressed  that 
many  people  showed  up  to  support  the 
local  scene  and  the  cause.  I hope  that 
many  people  show  up  to  support  the 
battle  of  the  bands,”  said  Jessie  Steffes, 
lead  singer  of  Quarters  Only. 


M*A*S*H  comes  to  DVD 


By:  Nathan  Bauer 

Do  you  remember  those  lovable 
characters  such  as  Hawkeye,  Father 
Mulcahy,  Klinger,  Trapper  and  the  little 
but  lovable  Corporal  Radar  O’Reiley 
on  the  seasons  of  M*A  *S*hP 

Well,  that  crazy  medical  unit  con- 
tinues their  antics  in  season  three  of 
M*A*S*H,  which  is  now  available  to 
own  on  DVD 

This  is  the  season  were  the  lovable 
Henry  Blake  (played  by  McLean 


Stevenson)  loses  his  life  in  the  final 
episode  when  his  plane  is  shot  down 
while  he  is  returning  home  to  his  wife. 

There  are  many  humorous  epi- 
sodes as  well  that  provide  the  best 
medicine  for  laughter  as  those  lovable 
characters  get  it  done  in  Korea  as  they 
operate  on  the  front  lines  during  the 
Korean  War. 

M*A*S*H  is  sure  to  be  remem- 
bered for  generations  to  come,  so  don't 
hesitate  and  go  buy  it  now. 


Now's  the  time  to: 

Empower  yourself  at 

Governors  State  University 

Rated  the  most  accessible  university  in  the  Chicago  area  terms  of 
affordability  - financial  aid  available  even  for  part-time  students 
Offers  46  degree  programs  to  prepare  you  for  a career  where 
the  demand  is  greatest:  education,  nursing,  business  and  public 
administration,  psychology,  biology,  and  more. 

Delivers  quality  education  - small  classes  and  dedicated  faculty: 

90  percent  of  the  tenured  professors  have  a Ph.D.  or  the  highest 
degree  in  their  discipline 

Classes  scheduled  at  convenient  times  and  locations  to  accom- 
modate the  working  adult  - distance  learning  classes,  too. 

Apply  today 

Register  for  Spring/Summer  classes  through  May  13 
Spring/Summer  classes  begin  May  5 
Register  for  Fall  classes  July  7 through  September  3 
Fall  classes  begin  August  28 
General  information:  708.534.5000 
Admission  Office:  708.534.4490 

JL  Governors 
(TV)  State 

University 

empower  yourself 

1 University  Parkway,  University  Park,  Illinois  www.govst.edu 
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■i  Walshchauser,  Jenna  Stworyjanek  and  Sieve  Elmore  ii 


?ne  from  Suddently  Lasl  Sum 


Suddenly  Last  Summer  evokes  thought 


By  David  Ashby 

The  Joliet  Junior  College  theater 
department  will  present  Tennessee 
William's  provocative  play  Suddenly 
Last  Summer  throughout  the  weekend 
of  April  1 0 in  the  fine  arts  theater  in  K- 
building  on  the  main  campus. 

The  play,  which  is  set  during  the 
1 950s,  details  a young  woman  who  wit- 
nesses her  cousin  Sebastian’s  tragic 
death,  and  his  mother's  refusal  to  ac- 
cept the  truth  of  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding her  son's  death. 

Entirely  one  act,  Williams  uses  his 
characters  to  relay  the  realistic  and 
sometimes  harsh  themes  of  family,  re- 
lationships, mental  illness  and  oppres- 

"1  hope  that  people  can  identify 
with  the  characters,"  said  Jenna 


Stworzyjanek,  who  plays  the  lead  role 
of  Catharine.  “Because  if  they  can,  then 
1 know  that  we  have  done  our  jobs.” 
Nicci  Walshchauser,  who  plays 
Mrs.  Venable,  commented  about  her 
goals  for  the  play. 

“I  hope  that  this  play  would  help 
people  seek  out  things  that  are  worth 
thinking  about  and  worth  doing." 

Williams  (191 1-1983)  is  one  of 
America’s  most  well-loved  play- 
wrights. Some  of  his  most  popular 
plays  include  A Streetcar  Named  De- 
sire and  Cat  On  a Hot  Tin  Roof,  both 
of  which  earned  him  Pultizer  Prizes. 

“I  like  the  script  [for  Suddenly 
Lasl  Summer]  because  it’s  the  most  au- 
tobiographical of  William’s  writings 
and  I find  him  a fascinating  and  com- 
plex man,"  said  Nicki  Blowers,  tech- 
nical supervisor  for  the  theater. 


The  cast  members  of  this  play  in- 
clude Stworzyjanek,  Walshchauser. 
Adelia  Givens,  Steve  Elmore,  Taya 
Langlois,  Jamie  Motz  and  Kim  Koukas. 
Blowers  will  serve  as  the  director  and 
the  scenic  and  lighting  designer,  and 
Lumrije  Arifi  will  serve  as  stage  man- 
ager and  Amanda  Loconsole  as  assis- 
tant stage  manager. 

The  play  runs  on  April  10  at  7:30 
p.m.,  on  April  1 1 and  12  at  8 p.m.  and 
on  April  13  at  2:30  p.m.  Ticket  prices 
are  $5  for  the  general  public,  S4  for  se- 
nior citizens,  non-JJC  students  and  JJC 
faculty  and  slafT,  and  S2  for  JJC  stu- 
dents. Audience  members  are  asked  to 
bring  a non-perishable  food  item  to  ex- 
change at  the  concession  stand  for  a 
snack.  Local  food  banks  are  the  recipi- 
ents of  the  donations.  For  reservation 
information,  call  (815)  280-2200. 


Summer 


LEWIS  UNI\ 


NT'S 


Short  on  time? 

Make  the  most  of  your  summer.  Lewis  offers 
6-  and  8-week  “summer  short”  courses 
and  2-day  seminars. 

• Graduate  on  time 
• Take  one  less  class  in  the  fall 
• Concentrate  on  one  course 

Don’t  get  burned!  Sign  Up  NOW! 

Call  800-897-9000  rvww.lewisu.edu 


-HOROSCOPES- 

15  PINK  BABY 

T 

Aries-  Deversify  your  diet,  eat 
more  than  pellets  and  carrots. 

Libra-  Just  some  advice:  if 
your  arm  turns  green,  get  it 
looked  at. 

m 

Taurus-  Hey,  Mr.  Funny 
Bunny,  someone  loves  you. 
>) 

Scorpio-  It  will  be  important 
that  you  have  good  hygiene 
and  wash  your  hares. 

IT 

2^ 

Gemini-  Your  ears  will  come 
off  the  next  time  someone 
pulls  on  them. 

G 

Sagittarius-  Do  not 
underestimate  the  power  of 
the  bald  man’s  head.  Ohh, 
shiny. 

rb 

Cancer-  Watch  out!  Because 
it’s  not  duck  season. 

Capricorn-  Be  careful,  you 
swingin' jack  rabbit,  you! 

si 

AV\ 

✓VV\ 

Leo-  Use  cold  wash  (with 
bleach)  and  tumble  dry.  for 
your  tail  is  made  of  cotton. 

Aquarius-  Don't  hang 
around  in  top  hats,  you 
might  get  turned  into  a 
pigeon  or  a hanky. 

X 

Virgo-  When  people  say  that 
you  look  good  in  low  lights, 
it's  not  necessarily  a good 
thing. 

Pisces-  Just  because  the  Red 
Hot  Chili  Peppers  can  pull  of 
the  sock  look,  it  doesn’t  mean 
you  should. 

Naturally  Tan 

A U/Free  Fan+arv  Ton 

Airbrush  Tanning 
Naturally  Tan  is  an  innovative  way  to  get  that 
Natural  tanned  look  without  the  sun  or  tanning  bed. 
Naturally  Tan  is  a tanning  sun  spray  which  is  applied  with  a special 
air  brush  to  create  an  even,  streak-free  tan. 

SPRING  SPECIALS 

The  first  session  includes  2 full  body  sprays. 
Price:  $50.00  • Maintenance  Tan:  $30.00 

Packages  available  • Partial  items  available  ,f«*h*nds) 

Christopher  & Linda  Quinn  • 815-234-4090 

Mention  this  ad  & receive  $10.00  Off  your  first  2 sprays. 
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Comedic  blockbuster  How  to  Lose  a Guy  in  10  Days  not  just  another  chick  flick 


as  opposed  lo  her  usual  columns  that 
deal  with  fashion  faux  pas,  she  must 
first  write  an  advice  column  entitled 
“How  To  Lose  A Guy  In  10  Days." 
This  column  will  focus  on  Andi  meet- 
ing a guy  and  doing  all  the  wrong  things 
that  will  result  in  the  guy  leaving  in  10 
days. 

Ben.  on  the  other  hand,  is  an  ad- 
vertising executive  who  is  competing 
against  two  women  for  a diamond  ad- 
vertisement. 

The  women  feel  that  they  should 
get  the  job  because  they  know  what 
women  want.  In  order  to  prove  to  his 
boss  that  he  knows  women,  he  makes 
a bet  that  he  can  make  a woman  fall  in 
love  with  him  in  1 0 days. 

If  he  wins  the  bet,  he  gels  the 
project.  Of  course,  Andi  and  Ben’s 
missions  both  start  on  the  same  day. 

I know  the  story  line  sounds  a little 
hokey,  but  it  plays  itself  out  in  a cute 
and  fun  way.  McConaughey  and 
Hudson  have  what  seems  to  be  natural 
chemistry  together  on  the  screen. 

It  was  hilarious  watching  Ben 
struggle  to  keep  his  cool  as  Andi  con- 
tinued to  be  persistent  in  her  attempt 
to  drive  Ben  nuts. 

As  a guy,  there  were  times  that  I 


Andrew  Hrubcc 

“Chick  flicks"  are  not  usually  a 
part  of  my  forte,  but  even  I have  lo 
admit  that  How  To  Lose  A Guy  In  / 0 
Days  was  pretty  darn  good.  I was  not 
overly  thrilled  about  going  to  see  it  at 
first,  but  in  the  long  run  it  was  worth 
the  money. 


How  To  Lose  A Guy  In  10  Days  is 
a romantic  comedy  that  places  Andi 
(Kate  Hudson)  and  Ben  (Matthew 
McConaughey)  in  an  awkward  situa- 

Andi  is  a columnist  for  a new  up- 
and-coming  ladies  magazine.  In  an  at- 
tempt to  prove  to  her  boss  that  she  has 
what  it  lakes  to  write  serious  columns. 


had  a hard  time  getting  through  all  of 
the  horrible  things  that  Andi  was  do- 
ing, such  as  ruining  Ben’s  poker  night. 
But  nevertheless,  it  was  very  funny  to 
watch. 

Obviously,  I wouldn’t  recommend 
this  movie  for  a group  of  guys  to  see 


on  some  idle  Saturday,  but  I do  sug- 
gest that  it  would  make  a perfect  movie 
to  see  on  a date.  So  guys,  suck  it  up 
and  ask  your  lady  friend  to  go  see  it. 
Just  remember  that  Kate  Hudson  is  in 
it,  and  she  alone  is  well  worth  the  price 
of  admission. 


52  UNDERGRADUATE  degrees, 
majors  and  concentrations, 
plus  pre-professional  and 
interdisciplinary  programs. 
Our  unique  B.G.I.S.  DEGREE 
that  lets  you  customize 
your  academic  program. 
Our  2 + 2 PROGRAM  ensures 
a smooth  transition  for 
students  from  community 
colleges. 


• FLEXIBLE  class  schedules 
for  full-  or  part-time  study 
at  three  Chicago-area 
campus  locations,  plus 
online  courses. 

• MORE  OPPORTUNITIES 


Transfer  to  Loyola:  Start  this  summer1. 


Excellence  at  Loyola 


SUMMER  SESSIONS  — 

Early  Session:  May  19  - June  27 
Late  Session:  June  30  - August  8 
Extended  Session:  May  19  - August  8 


Visit  our  Website: 

www.luc.edu/summer/03 
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Internships,  international 
studies,  student-faculty 
research  partnerships, 
service  learning-and 
access  to  a top  multi- 
campus library  system, 
career  center,  high-tech 
facilities  and  more. 

• CLASSIC  COLLEGE  LIFE  at  our 
Lake  Shore  Campus  the 
world-class  resources  of 
Chicago  linked  to  our 
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Visit  www.luc.edu 
E-mail:  transfer@luc.edu 


loyola  University  Chicago  is  an  equal  opportunity  educator  and  employer  ©2003  Loyola  University  ol  Chicago 


HELP  WAN  fED 


The  Blazer 
needs  a new 
production 
manager  for 
the  2003-2004 
school  year 

Applicants  should 
have  a knowledge 
of  the  following 
programs: 

Illustrator  and 

Microsoft  Word. 

INTERESTED? 

Then  mail  the 
Blazer  at 

b 1 azermai  1 @jj  c . ed  u 
with  a resume  and 
your  contact 
information. 
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No  kids  allowed  in  NBA  draft  Young  tennis  team  rebuilds  record  and  roster 


The  NBA  should  fix  the  j 
draft  issue  quickly 

By  Adam  Fox 

Ask  Chicago  Bulls  General  Man- 
ager Jerry  Krause  about  having  two  19- 
year-olds  be  the  “veteran  core"  of  his 
team,  and  he  will  probably  just  sigh,  j 

There  has  been  a movement  in  rej- 
cenl  years  to  draft  players  more  and 
more  on  potential  then  on  experience 
and  proven  ability.  Drafting  potential 
became  the  thing  to  do  in  the  200 1 
draft,  when  high  school  players  wei^t 
number  one,  two,  four  and  eight.  The 
number  one  overall  pick,  Kwame 
Brown,  who  went  to  the  Washington 
Wizards,  was  the  first  high  school 
player  ever  taken  at  number  one. 

The  following  year  marked  a ne\i 
change  in  philosophy  for  NBA  general 
managers,  foreign  kids.  With  Yao  Min^ 
entering  the  NBA  with  the  Houston 
Rockets,  he  marked  the  explosion  of 
foreign  prospects  to  come  into  the 
NBA.  Players  such  as  Nene  Hilarioj 
19;  Nikoloz  Tskilishvili,  18;  Bostjan 
Nachbar,  22;  J iri  Wclsch,  22  and  Nenad 
Krstic,  19.  Has  the  NBA  turned  into  i 
greenhouse  for  kids  with  potential?  . 

, This  year’s  story  is  no  different- 
The  consensus  top  two  picks  ar$ 
LeBron  James,  1 8,  and  Darko  Milicic, 

1 7,  but  they  are  only  the  tip  of  the  ice- 
berg, if  Commissioner  David  Stem  ha^ 
his  way.  Stern  wants  to  implement  a 
change  to  the  draft  rules,  20  years  and 
up. 

As  it  stands  now,  American  high, 
school  players  are  eligible  for  the  draft; 
after  their  high  school  senior  classi 
graduation,  and  international  players' 
must  be  1 8 by  draft  night.  But  if  Stem’s1 
new  rule  passes,  players  will  have  to 
be  20-ycnrs-old  and  up.  no  exception. : 

This  means  that  this  year’s  draft  will  j 
have  a torrent  of  underage  kids  com- 1 
ing  in  just  so  they  will  not  have  to  wait,  i 
Players  like  James  Milicic:  Syracuse's ! 
Carfnelo  Anthony.  19;  and  Georgia! 
Tech’s  Chris  Bosh.  19.  There  are  also ; 
high  school  players  like  Kederick ! 
Perkins.  Luol  Deng.  Charliej 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 


The  men's  tennis  team  is  made  up 
of  seven  players,  with  six  of  them  be- 
ing freshman. 

After  the  first  two  meets  of  the 
season,  the  Wolves  fell  to  Elgin  Com- 
munity College  0-7  and  Illinois  Valley 
Community  College  0-9. 

With  only  four  players  available 
to  compete,  the  Wolves  are  struggling 
with  a lack  of  depth  on  the  court. 

“All  of  our  guys  arc  learning  as 


we  go  here,"  said  Coach  Tim 
Vanderwall  on  JJC’s  website.  "I’m  ex- 
cited to  see  how  we  improve  as  the  sea- 
son goes  on." 

With  the  start  of  the  season  just 
underway,  the  Wolves  will  now  play 
four  of  their  next  eight  matches  at 
home. 

Because  they  only  have  four  avail- 
able players,  the  Wolves  are  forced  to 
forfeit  two  singles  matches  and  one 
doubles  match. 

Brandon  Tucker  and  Tim  Seidlcr 


are  the  strong  points  on  this  small  team. 
Tucker  fell  in  the  first  match  ofthe  sea- 
son 6-4  and  6- 1 , while  Seidlcr  finished 
6-2  and  6-2. 

In  the  second  match  of  the  sea- 
son. Tucker  and  Seidlcr  both  lost  6-3 
and  6-3  in  their  two  matches,  respec- 
tively, to  llieir  opponents  from  Illinois 
Valley  Community  College. 

"We  have  a lot  to  work  on.  but  it’ll 
be  interesting  to  see  our  young  guys 
improve  with  every  match,"  said 
Vanderwall  on  the  JJC  website 


Consensus  lop  pick  LeBron  James  goes 
for  a slam  dunk. 

Photo  courtesy  of  www.nbadraft.net 

Villanueva,  James  Lang,  Travis  Out- 
law and  Kris  Humphries  and  interna- 
tional players  like  France’s  Mickael 
Pietrus;  Greece’s  Sofaklis 
Schortsianides,  17  and  Yugoslavia’s 
Kosta  Perovic,  18,  along  with  count- 
less others. 

So,  if  this  rule  were  to  come  about, 
this  year's  draft  would  consist  mostly 
of  18  and  19-year-olds  because  they 
would  rather  come  out  now  instead  of 
wait  the  extra  year  or  two.  While  this 
change  in  draft  eligibility  may  weaken 
the  following  drafts,  it  will  be  good  for 
the  NBA  in  the  long  run. 

While  not  to  say  that  college  is 
necessary  for  everyone,  there  are  some 
players  that  are  special  enough  that  do 
not  need  it.  Players  like  Kobe  Bryant, 
Kevin  Garnett,  Tracy  McGrady  and 
maybe  even  James.  But  for  every  spe- 
cial player  that  skips  college,  there  are 
countless  others  like  Leon  Smith  and 
Al  Harrington  that  would  have  devel- 
oped their  skill  and  character  better 
while  attending  a university.  College 
would  make  the  draftees  overall  more 
ready  to  play  in  the  big  man’s  game, 
known  as  the  NBA. 


-HELP  WANTED- 


Do  you’need  a job  and  some  cash  ? If  so,  you're  in  luck!  The  Blazer  is 
looking  for  a production  manager  and  advertising  director  for  the  2003- 
2004  school  year! 

*Those  applying  for  the  production  position  should  have  a knowledge  of  Page  maker.  Photoshop. 
Illustrator  and  Word. 

*Those  applying  for  the  advertising  position  should  be  friendly,  able  to  take  direction  and  he 
comfortable  working  independently. 

Alt  questions,  resumes  and  inquiries  should  be  sent  to 
blazermail@jjc.  edu 


Yugoslavia's  17-war-old  Darko  Milicic  is  one  of  this  year's  lop  picks. 

Photo  courtesy  of  wsiw  nbadraft.net 


2 MILLION  INVESTORS. 

80  YEARS’  EXPERIENCE. 

1 WEIRD  NAME. 

TIAA-CREF  has  a long  history  of  managing  portfolios  for  the  world’s  sharpest  minds. 
Contact  us  for  ideas,  strategies,  and,  at  the  very  least,  proper  pronunciation. 

TIAA-CREF.org  or  call  (800)  842-2776 


RETIREMENT  I INSURANCE  I MUTUAL  Ft 


Managing  money  for  people 

with  other  things  to  think  about." 


I COLLEGE  SAVINGS  I TRUSTS  I INVESTMENT  MANAGEMENT 


Institutional  Services  Inc  and  Teachets  Personal  Investors  Services,  Inc.  distribute  securities  products 
I (8001  842-2733.  e«t  5509,  tor  prospectuses.  Read  them  carefully  before  investing  © 2002  Teachers 
sociation-College  Retirement  Equities  Fund  (TIAA-CREF).  730  Third  Avenue.  New  York.  NT  1001 7 
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Wolves  baseball  off  to  a 


‘howling’  start 


Softball  team  has  high  hopes 


It  might  be.. .it  could  be.. .is  it  the  time? 


Wolves  continue  to 
dominate  the  field 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 


By  Adam  Fox 

This  season  for  the  Wolves  has 
been  an  up-hill  battle.  First  they  started 
their  new  season  with  a new  coach  in 
Ed  Sutter.  But  he  had  to  leave  due  to 
personal  reasons  and  was  replaced  by 
former  coach  Dan  Murphy.  And  sec- 
ondly, the  team  continued  to  struggle 
on  the  field. 

Currently,  the  Lady  Wolves  are  3- 
13  overall  and  1-1  in  the  North  Cen- 
tral Community  College  Conference 
(N4C). 

At  a double-header  versus  the 
College  of  DuPage  on  April  1,  the 
Wolves  looked  like  two  different 
teams.  In  the  first  game,  the  Lady 
Wolves  shut  out  the  Chaparrals  1-0. 
But  for  the  second  game  they  got  shel- 
lacked 1 1-0. 


In  the  first  game,  pitcher  Andrea 
Wright,  currently  one  of  the  most  domi- 
nate players  dn  the  team,  allowed  only 
two  hits  while  striking  out  two  in  seven 
innings. 

Also,  working  hard  was  sopho- 
more Tara  Walden  and  freshmen 
Bridgette  Abramowicz.  They  com- 
bined for  three  hits,  one  run  and  one 
RBI. 

On  April  3,  the  Lady  Wolves  re- 
corded two  more  losses  in  a double 
header  against  Morton  College. 

The  Panthers  triumphed  3-8  and 
4-2.  Leading  the  way  for  the  Wolves 
were  Walden,  Caitlyn  Cronkite  and 
Stephanie  Sloman.  The  trio  combined 
for  seven  hits,  three  RBIs  and  two  sto- 
len bases. 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

Baseball  season  is  upon  us,  and  as 
a Cub  fan,  I have  only  one  thought  in 
mind,  "maybe  next  year.”  In  order  to 
reserve  my  outlook  about  this  upcom- 
ing season,  1 feel  that  lowering  my  ex- 
pectations might  help.  After  all,  they 
are  the  Chicago  Cubs. 

Sammy  Sosa  will  put  up  his  usual 
numbers  this  season,  but  the  key  fac- 
tor to  the  success  of  the  Cubs  is  Moises 
Alou.  If  Alou  can  stay  healthy,  he  has 
the  potential  to  hit  35  dingers,  bat  .3 1 5 
and  drive  in  over  100  runs. 

In  a trade  that  sent  Todd  Hundley 
packing  his  bags  for  LA,  the  Cubs  re- 
ceived Eric  Karros  and  Mark 
Grudzielanek.  With  Bobby  Hill  being 
ient  back  down  to  AAA  Iowa,  it  looks 
as  though  Grudzielanek  will  be  receiv- 
ing the  starting  nod  at  second.  In  the 
meantime,  Karros  will  platoon  in  at 
first  behind  Cubs  rookie  sensation  Hee 
Seop  Choi.  Grudzielanek  and  Karros 
help  add  depth  to  an  already  deep 
bench. 

The  Cubs  also  acquired  Troy 
* 1 Leary,  Ramon  Martinez,  Damien 
filler  and  Paul  Bako.  Bako and  Miller 
ill  both  have  their  fair  share  of  time 
behind  the  plate. 

That  big  question  marks  for  the 
season  are  Corey  Patterson  and  Mark 
i'ellhom.  Corey  Patterson  started  out 
strong  last  season,  but  it  fell  apart 
shortly  before  the  all-star  break. 

iiterson  needs  to  stay  consistent  and 
provide  the  spark  that  the  Cubs  need 
as  a leadoff  hitter. 

Bellhom  is  coming  off  of  a career 
season.  Last  year,  Bellhom  wasn't  ex- 
pected to  be  much  more  than  a platoon 


Feb.  28  marked  opening  day  for 
the  Joliet  Junior  College  Wolves  base- 
ball team.  With  a fairly  young  team  that 
contains  14  freshman  and  nine  sopho- 
mores, the  Wolves  started  the  season 
with  a fury  posting  a 7-0  record,  all  of 
which  came  at  home.  But,  the  Wolves 
didn't  favor  as  well  on  their  first  road 
trip  of  the  year  Playing  12  straight 
games  on  the  road,  the  Wolves  lost  their 
first  four  and  were  outscored  13-56  in 
those  games. 

Behind  the  bats  of  freshman  Erin 
Satterlee,  Scott  Hodgen  and  Andy 
Radak,  the  Wolves  were  able  to  hold 
off  Columbia  State  College  in  the  first 
game  of  a double  header  to  earn  their 
first  road  win  of  the  season. 

The  Wolves  ended  their  road  trip 
by  beating  Waubonsee  College  in  both 
games  of  a double  header  on  March 
23.  Those  two  wins  put  Joliet  at  12-7 
on  the  year  and  5-7  on  the  road. 

The  comfort  of  playing  at  home 
after  a long  road  trip,  and  winning  two 
in  a row  on  the  road,  didn’t  seem  to 
favor  the  Wolves  as  they  lost  to  South 
Suburban  College  for  their  first  home 
loss  of  the  season.  With  the  score  tied 
going  into  the  top  of  the  ninth,  Keith 
Pfiefer  allowed  three  hits  and  two  runs 
that  the  Wolves  were  unable  to  make 
up  in  the  bottom  of  the  ninth. 

Entering  the  month  of  April,  the 
Wolves  posted  a 17-9  record,  and  an 
outstanding  12-2  record  at  home. 

On  April  1,  the  Wolves  played  a 
close  game  against  Kankakee  Commu- 
nity College.  Behind  the  bat  of  Erin 
Satterlee,  the  Wolves  were  victorious 
in  a 4-3  ballgame.  Saterlee  broke  a 2- 
2 tie  in  the  seventh  inning  with  a two- 


With  a loss  to  Aurora  College’s  J V 
team  and  a win  against  Moraine  Valley 
Community  College,  the  Wolves  are 
now  19-10  on  the  season  and  3-1  in 
conference  play.  Leading  the  way  for 
the  Wolves  this  season  is  sophomore 
Robert  Sullivan  with  a .494  balling  av- 
erage and  22  RBIs,  followed  by  Erin 
Satterlee  with  a .400  batting  average 
and  a team  high  32  RBIs.  Freshman 
pitchers  Ben  Boresi  (4-1)  and  Nick 
Cuny  (4-0)  lead  the  team  in  wins,  and 
pitchers  Chas  Dobes  and  Robb  Winter 
remain  undefeated  on  the  season  go- 


Photo  by  Adam  Farcus 
ing2-0  and  3-0  respectively. 

"I’m  not  disappointed  with  where 
we  are,  but  we’ve  got  to  fix  the  little 
things,"  said  Coach  Wayne  King  on  the 
season.  "Our  top  four  players  are  do- 
ing their  job.” 

With  a team  batting  average  of 
.312,  and  a solid  pitching  staff,  the 
Wolves  appear  to  have  what  it  takes  to 
scare  some  teams.  There’s  no  ques- 
tion that  playing  at  home  appears  to 
favor  Joliet,  and  as  long  as  they  con- 
tinue to  play  near  .500  ball  on  the  road, 
the  team  will  be  remain  a contender 


player,  but  after  the  Baylor  regime  col- 
lapsed, Bruce  Kimm  took  the  helm  and 
made  Bellhom  a starter.  After  coming 
off  the  bench  for  half  the  season, 
Bellhom  was  able  to  post  career  bests 
in  all  of  the  major  slats  which  includ- 
ing 27  homeruns,  .258  batting  average, 
56  RBIs  and  86  runs.  Bellhom  needs 
to  continue  improving  and  post  similar 
numbers  to  last  season,  and  as  a starter 
this  year,  he  has  the  opportunity  to  do 

It  would  be  nice  to  think  that  the 
Cubs  have  the  potential  to  be  the 
Cinderella  story  that  the  Arizona  Dia- 
mondbacks were  in  2001  or  the  Ana- 
heim Angels  were  in  2002.  Both  teams 


failed  to  make  the  playoffs  the  season 
prior  to  reaching  the  World  Series. 

With  some  hesitation,  I can  hon- 
estly say  that  this  might  be  the  year. 
The  Cubs  actually  have  the  athletes  to 
take  them  to  the  fall  classic.  They  have 
a dominant  pitching  staff,  solid  hitters 
in  the  middle  of  the  lineup,  and  a strong 
bench. 

The  additions  of  Mike  Remlinger 
and  Dave  Veres  help  add  depth  to  a 
dismal  bullpen  and  don’t  forget  about 
Cubs  new  skipper  Dusty  Baker. 

1 f the  Cubs  can  turn  the  tides  from 
last  year's  miserable  67-95  record, 
look  for  the  Chinese  calendar  to  pro- 
claim this  the  year  of  the  Cub. 


HLETES  OF  THE  ISSUE 


Robert  Sullivan 

Robert  Sullivan  is  a 6’4”  powerhouse  on  JJC’s  baseball  team. 
Last  season  Sullivan  posted  a .359  batting  average  in  64  plate  ap- 
pearances. This  season,  Sullivan  is  leading  the  Wolves  baseball 
team  in  batting  averages,  hitting  a phenomenal  .494  with  22  RBIs. 
In  a game  against  the  College  of  DuPage,  Sullivan  compiled  four 
singles,  two  stolen  bases  and  scored  one  run  to  help  defeat  their 
conference  opponent.  Sullivan  is  a product  of  Lockport.  and  along 
with  playing  baseball,  he  was  also  a member  of  the  national  cham- 
pion football  team  here  at  Joliet  Junior  College. 


Tara  Walden 

Playing  third  base  for  the  Lady  Wolves  softball  team  is  sopho- 
more Tara  Walden.  Walden,  a product  of  Reed-Custer.  has  been  the 
life  support  of  the  team.  With  a batting  average  of  .333.  Walden 
has  proven  that  she  can't  be  taken  lightly  when  she  steps  up  to  the 
plate.  After  14  games,  she  has  15  hits  and  has  driven  in  10  runs. 
Also,  with  three  doubles  and  a triple  on  the  season,  Walden  shows 
that  she  has  the  ability  to  change  the  game  at  any  point  with  one 
swing  of  the  bat.  With  1 9 games  left  in  the  season.  Walden  looks  to 
improve  on  those  numbers  and  lead  her  team  to  a winning  season. 

By  Andrew  Hrubcc 
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Joliet  police  unite  with  JJC  to  improve  security 


By  Chris  Berger 

The  Joliet  Police  Department 
plans  to  work  more  closely  with  JJC  to 
improve  security  at  Centennial  Com- 
mons following  an  armed  home  inva- 
sion on  April  7. 

According  to  Deputy  Chief  Fred 
Hayes,  the  city  police  are  working  with 
JJC  President  J.  D.  Ross  and  the  cam- 
pus police  to  increase  security  at  the 
complex.  Their  plan  includes  more 
thorough  screening  of  applicants,  im- 
proving access  control  of  area  and  in- 
creasing visibility  with  more  patrols, 
which  consists  of  supplemental  patrols 
by  the  campus  police. 

These  measures  are  designed  to 
help  the  Joliet  police  address  what 
Hayes  describes  as  a “disproportion- 
ate amount  of  calls”  coming  from  the 
Centennial  Commons  residential  com- 
plex. 

During  the  April  7 incident,  two 
men,  one  armed  with  a silver  semiau- 
tomatic handgun,  forced  their  way  into 
a residence  at  Centennial  Commons 
and  made  off  with  $100.  The  robbery, 
which  took  place  at  1:15  a.m.,  marks 
the  first  victim’s  report  of  a firearm  on 
the  property  of  the  complex,  accord- 
ing to  Hayes. 

The  invaders,  one  disguised  in  a 
black  ski  mask  and  gloves,  knocked  on 
the  door  of  the  residence  and  asked  for 
the  tenant,  Andre  Boone,  by  name. 
When  the  woman  who  answered  the 
door  told  the  invaders  that  he  wasn’t 


home,  the  two  men  forced  their  way 
into  the  apartment.  The  woman,  Tasha 
Knight,  witnessed  the  masked  suspect 
open  a kitchen  drawer  and  remove 
$ 1 00  before  she  retreated  to  a bedroom 
with  her  child.  The  police  were  called 


when  the  resident  returned  home  later 
that  evening.  No  one  was  injured. 

The  first  invader,  who  asked  for 
the  resident  by  name,  is  described  as 
approximately  20  years  of  age,  5-6, 1 50 
pounds  and  wearing  a grey  hooded 


Photo  by  Adam  F arcus 
sweatshirt.  The  second  invader,  who 
was  armed,  is  described  as  6-1,  200 
pounds  and  age  unknown.  Hayes  points 
out  the  fact  that  the  jnvaders  were  ap- 
parently familiar  wjth  the  victim  and 
his  apartment,  suggesting  that  the  sus- 


Speech  team  takes  home  awards 


By  Justin  Johnson 

The  Joliet  Junior  College  speech 
team  had  a strong  performance  at  the 
Phi  Rho  Pi  National  Convention  and 
Tournament  in  Portland,  Ore.  The  tour- 
nament is  a weeklong  event,  held  from 
April  14  through  April  20. 

Jamie  Motz  was  awarded  a silver 
medal  for  his  performance  in  the  pro- 
gram of  oral  interpretation.  He  is  the 
first  JJC  medallist  since  1987.  To  get 
to  the  final  round,  Motz  advanced  past 
96  other  students  by  earning  two  first- 
place  rankings  and  one  second-place 
ranking  in  the  preliminary  rounds.  He 
was  one  of  1 1 students  who  advanced 
to  the  finals.  Jade  Phillips,  Taya 
Langlois  and  Kevin  Schaefer  missed 
breaking  into  the  semi  finals  by  one 
point. 

JJC  had  seven  students  entered  in 
several  events.  Each  student  competed 
in  three  preliminary  rounds  against  five 
other  competitors  per  round. 

"With  nearly  600  students  partici- 
pating from  over  70  schools,  this  is  the 
largest  speech  team  tournament  in  the 
United  States,”  said  Bobbette 
Wolesensky,  a speech  teacher  at  JJC 
and  sponsor  of  the  speech  team 

The  students  were  rated  from  one 
to  six  by  the  judges.  When  the  ratings 
are  added,  the  lowest  rating  determines 
the  top  competitors  that  will  advance 
into  the  semi  final  round.  In  the  semi- 
final round,  three  judges  independently 
rank  each  competitor,  and  again  the 
best  combined  rankings  advance  into 


the  final  round.  In  the  final  round,  com- 
petitors receive  gold  or  silver  medals 
based  on  their  ratings  from  a three- 
judge  panel. 

“Our  students  did  very  well  this 
week,  1 am  proud  of  their  efforts.  We 
are  already  excited  about  next  year  be- 
cause five  of  the  seven  students  who 
participated  will  be  back.  We  are  look- 
ing forward  to  a very  successful  speech 
team,”  said  Wolesensky. 

Geoff  Amdt  competed  in  prose 
interpretation  and  drama  interpretation. 
Kevin  Schaefer  competed  in  prose  in- 
terpretation, program  of  oral  interpre- 
tation and  duo  interpretation.  Steve 
Elmore  competed  in  poetry  interpreta- 
tion, drama  interpretation  and  duo  In- 
terpretation. Jamie  Motz  competed  in 
prose  interpretation,  program  of  oral 
interpretation  and  duo  interpretation. 
Jenna  Stworzyjanek  competed  in  po- 
etry interpretation,  program  of  oral 
(erpretation  and  duo  interpretation 
Taya  Langlois  competed  in  prose 
terpretation,  drama  interpretation  and 
duo  interpretation. 

Jade  Phillips  competed  in  poetry 
interpretation,  drama  interpretation  and 
duo  interpretation. 

Phi  Rho  Pi  is  a national  forensics 
honorary  society  for  speech  students 
attending  two-year  colleges.  Funding 
for  the  trip  came  from  a combination 
of  beverage  grant  funds,  JJC  Founda- 
tion funds,  fine  arts  department  funds 
and  Phi  Rho  Pi  club  funding  through 
the  Collegiate  Club  Council. 


JJC  College  Bowl  Team  takes  2nd 


JJC’s  College  Bowl  Team  cap- 
tured second  place  at  the  state  finals  at 
Illinois  Central  College  in  East  Peoria 
on  April  25.  JJC  scored  a total  of  945 
points  and  won  four  out  of  its  five 
matches  against  the  other  community 
colleges  that  participated. 

The  College  Bowl  Team,  which  is 
referred  to  as  “the  varsity  sport  of  the 


mind,”  competes  in  tournaments  that 
allow  students  to  test  their  academic 
knowledge  and  recall  against  other 
participating  colleges. 

The  team  members  included  cap- 
tain John  Evans,  Mike  Hainzinger, 
Michelle  Lorenzen  and  Brad  Schaller 
The  adviser  is  English  professor  Bill 
Yarrow. 


JJC  choir  singers  head 
for  Carnegie  Hall 


By  David  Ashby 

Thirty-three  members  of  the  JJC 
Chamber  Singers  and  the  JJC  Chorale 
were  selected  to  perform  with  members 
of  1 1 other  choirs  from  around  the 
country  at  the  world-renowned 
Carnegie  Hall  in  New  York  City  on 
May  25.  The  singers  will  perform  two 
major  works  by  English  composer  John 
Rutter. 

The  group  will  arrive  in  New  York 
City  on  May  22,  and  after  three  exten- 
sive rehearsals,  Rutter  will  conduct  the 
250-person  choir  at  Carnegie  Hall.  The 
two  songs  they  will  be  performing  are 
Gloria  and  Te  Deum. 

Though  each  student  is  paying 
most  of  his  or  her’s  expenses,  the  trip 


is  receiving  financial  assistance  from 
the  Office  of  Student  Activities  and  the 
JJC  Foundation  Awards  for  Excellence. 

The  Chamber  Singers  and  the 
Chorale  will  be  performing  both  of 
Rutter’s  works  at  the  Tunes  and  Tastes 
concert,  which  is  being  held  on  Satur- 
day, May  10  at  7 p.m.  An  $8  donation 
will  cover  admission  and  a bufTet  of 
desserts  created  by  culinary  art  stu- 
dents. 

All  of  the  proceeds  for  this  event 
will  go  to  the  Douglas  F.  Oxborrow 
Choral  and  Vocal  Scholarship  Fund. 
Oxborrow  was  a former  director  of 
choral  and  vocal  music  at  JJC  who  died 
from  a heart  attack  in  March  200 1 . For 
reservations  for  the  Tunes  and  Tastes, 
call  (815)  280-2223  by  May  7. 


JJC  students  will  soon  grace  Carnegie  Hall. 


PERSPECTIVES 


April  30,  2003 


Pane  2 


JjlaLz.e*c  tyiew  — — 

People’s  opinions,  choices  and  lifestyles  need  to  be  respected 


As  the  2002-2003  school  year 
comes  to  a close,  we  here  at  the  Blazer 
feel  that  one  issue  in  particular  needs 
to  be  addressed  and  that  is  the  topic  of 
intolerance  towards  others.  The  preju- 
dice and  disrespect  shown  towards 
others  in  today’s  world  concerning 
one's  opinions,  choices  or  lifestyle  are 
not  only  ignorant  and  uncalled  for,  but 
can  also  be  very  dangerous. 

Emotions  and  opinions  are  cur- 
rently running  high  in  this  country  con- 
cerning the  war  with  Iraq.  This  fact  was 
certainly  proven  true  during  the  March 
12  peace  rally  held  on  JJC’s  bridge. 
Whenever  an  unpopular  opinion  was 
expressed  during  the  open  mic  ses- 
sion, the  speakers  were  met  with  a bar- 
rage of  disrespectful  boos  and  obnox- 
ious insults.  In  fact,  one  of  the  Blazer’s 
staff  members  was  cussed  out  by  a 
passerby,  for,  well,  just  standing  there 
silently  and  listening  to  the  event. 

Disrespecting  and  insulting 
people  who  have  different  views  than 
you  is  a complete  abomination.  Hon- 
estly, what  good  comes  out  of  it?  You 
just  end  up  looking  bad,  and  you  make 
an  enemy 

The  best  thing  you  could  do  is 
actually  sit  quietly  and  listen  to  what 
the  person  who  holds  a differing  opin- 
ion has  to  say.  Either  two  things  could 
happen  this  way:  you  might  see  a side 
of  the  story  dial  was  blind  to  you  be- 
fore and  become  better  educated  on 
the  subject,  or  your  current  opinion 
could  be  crystallized  by  the  opponent’s 
weak  argument. 

This  intolerance  towards  others 
not  only  extends  to  different  people’s 
opinions  but  also  towards  other's 
choices  and  lifestyles.  A student  at  JJC 
was  volunteering  at  a retirement  home 
was  when  she  was  asked  to  leave  an 
area  of  the  building  because  she  was 
upsetting  some  of  the  residents.  Was 
this  member  harassing  the  residents  or 


performing  some  obscene  act?  No.  The 
reason  the  residents  were  insulted  jwas 
because  she  had  a nose  ring.  ; 

Certainly  there  are  qualities  about 
people  that  we  encounter  in  our  day- 
to-day  lives  that  may  seem  frighteijing 
and  bizarTe.  These  could  range  from 
exotically  colored  hair,  weird  clothes, 
cigarette  smoking,  fingernail  bitingjand 
body  piercings.  Sure,  all  of  these  char- 
acteristics have  extensive  stereotypi- 
cal assumptions  that  are  popular  in;our 
society  (for  example,  all  people  With 
blue,  green  or  pink  hair  can  be  consid- 
ered by  our  society’s  standards  to  be 
punk  teens  who  are  hopped  up  on  some 
narcotic).  But  are  these  stereotypes 
true?  The  answer  is  no,  and  the  only 
way  you  will  be  able  to  escape  these 
assumptions  is  by  talking  to  these 
people  who  offend  you  so  much.  You 
might  actually  learn  something  new. 

Did  the  residents  of  that  retirement 
home  show  tolerance  towards  the  JJC 
student?  No,  they  did  not.  They  imhie- 
diately  made  a stereotypical  assump- 
tion about  her  from  the  presence  ofjthe 
nose  ring  and  told  her  to  stay  avjay, 
even  though  she  was  performing  a c jvic 
duty  to  help  others  in  need. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  many 
people  in  this  country  (and  in  the  en- 
tire world,  for  that  matter)  are  becom- 
ing too  sensitive  and  too  intolerant 
towards  one  another.  In  this  time  of 
war,  terrorism  and  a poor  economy  it  is 
quite  obvious  that  many  people  are 
tense  and  uneasy.  But  that  is  no  ex- 
cuse. Intolerance  among  our  fellow  men 
and  women  can  lead  to  disastrous  con- 
sequences Just  take  a look  at  groups 
like  the  Ku  Klux  Kfan,  the  Nazis  in  Ger- 
many during  the  1930s  or  even  Al 
Qaeda.  These  narrow-minded  people 
were  (and  are)  intolerant  of  others,  ajid 
the  results  of  this  ignorance  has  ledito 
catastrophes  of  horrific  proportions 
(for  example,  the  Holocaust  and  the 


Sept.  1 1 attacks). 

So,  the  next  time  you  see  some- 
body expressing  an  opinion  that  is  dif- 
ferent than  yours  or  you  see  somebody 
who  dresses  differently,  don’t  just 
point  the  finger  and  start  insulting  and 


criticizing  them.  Talk  to  them  and  listen  have  their  own  opinions,  make  their 
to  them  in  a polite  and  respectful  man-  own  choices  and  have  the  right  to  live 
ner.  You  might  actually  leant  something,  with  these  decisions  peacefully,  no 
If  we  continue  to  be  intolerant  of  matter  how  unpopular  they  are,  then 
one  another  and  if  we  do  not  leam  that  the  terrorists  and  all  of  our  foreign  en- 
people  in  this  country  have  the  right  to  emies  have  already  won  the  battle. 


Blazer  ‘blazes  it  up’  at  ICC  JA  conference 
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JJC’s  Blazer  staff  won  several 
awards  at  the  Illinois  Community  Col- 
lege Journalism  Association  annual 
conference  at  Western  Illinois  Univer- 
sity on  April  25. 

In  the  tri-weekly  and  monthly  cat- 
egory, the  Blazer  placed  fourth  for  Over- 
all Excellence 

Members  of  the  Blazer  staff 


brought  home  individual  awards  as 
well.  A first-place  award  vycnt  to  Matt 
Furlane  for  an  arts  story;-  a second- 
place  award  went  to  Megan  Gilman  for 
a sports  feature;  a third-place  award 
went  to  Jessica  Harvey  for  an  editorial ; 
a fourth-place  award  went  to  Jessica 
Harvey  for  a news  article;  , and  honor- 
able mention  awards  went  to  Chrissy 


Kozol  for  a computer  graphic  and 
David  Ashby  for  an  opinion  article. 

Other  colleges  attending  and  plac- 
ing at  the  ICCJA  competition  were 
Rock  Valley  College,  College  of 
DuPage,  Moraine  Valley  Community 
College  and  Wright  College.  Fifteen 
different  schools  submitted  271  entries 
for  this  contest. 


~+tELP  ~ WANTED^-- - - - - - J 


Do  you  need  a job  and  some  cash  ? If  so,  you’re  in  luck!  The  Blazer  i; 
looking  for  a production  manager  and  advertising  director  for 
the  2003-2004  school  year! 

*Those  applying  for  the  advertising  position  should  be  friendly,  able  to  take  direction 
and  be  comfortable  working  independently. 

* Those  applying  for  the  production  position  should  have  a knowledge  of 
Pagemaker,  Photoshop,  Illustrator  and  Word. 

All  inquiries  should  be  sent  to  Bob  Mar cink  at 
extension  2607  or  rntarcink@jjc.edu 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter  and 
sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for  space  and 
content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping  them  off  at  the 
Blazer  office  at  H-10I5B. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone  number: 

280-2313 

E-mail:  blazermail@jjc.edu 
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What  happens  now? 
Physical  Plant  makes 
tough  decisions 


Student  government 
goes  to  Springfield 


By  Laurie  Kauzlaric 

The  biggest  setback  that  the 
physical  plant  has  to  face  now  that 
JJC’s  April  1 referendum  was  shot  down 
by  voters  is  that  school  repairmen  will 
have  to  use  old  equipment  and  make 
more  frequent  repairs  with  used  parts. 

“There  really  aren't  any  replace- 
ment options,  so  we  have  to  make  do 
with  what  we  have.”  says  Physical 
Plant  Director  ScaverTarulis. 

Riaht  now  the  areas  that  need  the 
most  work  are  the  elevators,  under- 
ground utilities,  heating,  cooling  and 
signage  throughout  the  campus,  which 
are  currently  being  repaired. 

Setting  priorities  are  key  in  figur- 
ing out  how  to  work  with  what  they 
have,  says  Tarulis. 

“I  look  at  the  school  as  a building 
envelope,”  he  said,  referring  to  outside 
protection. 

This  safeguard  includes  the  roofs, 
walls,  windows  and  doors.  Overall.  S 1 .2 
million  dollars  in  roofing  needs  replace- 
ment. 

So  far.  one-third  of  the  roofs  have 
been  replaced,  with  another  one-third 
on  its  way.  Some  windows,  especially 
in  the  cafeteria,  need  replacing^  How- 
ever, they  will  not  be  able  to  replace  as 
many  as  needed. 

Equipment  that  is  in  need  of  re- 
placing includes  the  entire  bulk  of  the 
underground  utility  system,  major  com- 
ponents of  elevators  and  the  hot  water 
distribution  system. 


“We  really  don’t  have  any  safety 
considerations,  other  than  sunken  side- 
walks and  tripping  hazards,”  says 
Tarulis. 

In  the  future,  the  physical  plant 
will  have  to  anticipate  and  prioritize 
their  tasks  and  evaluate  their  critical 
needs. 

“We're  kind  of  hopeful  that  things 
won't  be  bad,”  says  Tarulis,  “but  we’re 
just  going  to  have  to  do  more  patch- 
work  than  we'd  like  to." 

The  physical  plant  currently  has 
two  state-funded  sources  of  money,  in 
addition  to  its  regular  budget  from  the 
college.  The  funding  that  comes  from 
the  state  is  $250,000  a year.  There  is 
also  Life  Safely  money  from  the  stale 
that  helps  provide  the  money  for  major 
replacements. 

A future  project  that  is  being 
planned  is  installing  kiosks  outside  of 
entrances  to  the  buildings,  which  will 
give  information  about  locations  and 
major  departments  within  the  campus. 
They  are  hoping  to  install  about  one 
or  two  per  year. 

Also,  they  are  looking  at  a com- 
puter-based management  system  that 
will  be  considered  at  the  board’s  next 
meeting.  This  system  will  catalog  all 
the  equipment  on  campus  and  give 
thorough  information  on  it,  including 
how  old  it  is  to  better  determine  the  life 
expectancy. 

“Although  this  was  a major  set- 
back, we  just  have  to  prioritize  our  criti- 
cal needs,"  says  Tarulis. 


Members  of  the  student  government  pose  with  Senator  Lawrence  Walsh 


MAP  grant  and  adult 
education  among  lobby 
issues  addressed 

By  David  Ashby 

Members  of  the  student  govern- 
ment traveled  to  Springfield  on  April 
16  to  lobby  the  Illinois  Congress  about 
issues  concerning  JJC. 

Community  College 


Photo  courtesy  of  student  government 

making  cuts  across  the  board,"  said  stu- 
dent government  member  Brooke 
Skeen. 

JJC  students  got  a chance  to  meet 
with  Sen.  Lawrence  Walsh,  who,  ac- 
cording to  Skeen,  gave  them  a lot  of 
time  to  discuss  issues  that  are  impor- 
tant to  them. 

Walsh  even  took  the  student  gov- 
ernment down  to  the  floor  of  the  busy 
and  sometimes  chaotic  stale  senate 


in  J-Building.  Regular  gallery' hours 
u - 8 p m,  Monday  through 

Friday 

The  Fine  Arts  Department  will 
present  12  different  onc-act  plays 
the  Theatre  at  the  Fine  Arts 
Department's  Spring  Festival  of 
One-Acts.  Performances 
Thursday.  May  I , at  7:30  p.m..  and 
Friday,  May  2,  at 2:30  p.m.  and  7:30 


The  Fine  Arts  Department  will 
present  a 2S'1’  Anniversary  Concert 
featuring  the  JJC  Community  Band 
in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  on  Sunda- 
May  4,  at  3 p.m  The  JJC  Cliambv 
Singers  and  JJC  Chorale  will  be  pci 
forming  “Tunes  and  Tastes'  in  th 
Fine  Arts  Theater  on  Saturday,  Ma 
1 10,  at  7 p.m.  A spring  concert  le. 
Ituring  the  JJC  Percussion  Ensemble 
(will  take  place  on  Tuesday.  May  6, 

' JO  p.m  in  the  F me  Arts  Theater 
The  JJC  and  Minooka  High  Schoql 
Jazz  Bauds  will  be  performing  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Theater  on  Friday.  May  9, 
at  7:30  p.m. 


Student  Lobby  Day.  gave  students  floor  during  an  executive  session, 
from  across  the  slate  to  travel  to  the  “Our  studens  were  able  to  relay 
state  capitol  and  discuss  issues  with  personal  stories  about  themselves 
legislators  that  affect  llieir  lives. 

The  two  topics  in  particular  that 


the  student  government’: 
agenda  included  the  MAP  grant  and 
the  continuation  of  state  funds  to- 
wards adult  education. 

The  MAP  grant  is  designed  to 
help  students  who  are  attending  col- 
lege for  more  than  four  years.  Adult 


that  'they  understand  that  their  deci- 
sions affect  people,"  said  Anissa  Jones, 
director  of  student  activities. 

Two  students,  former  student 
trustee  Lavon  Pettis  and  student  trustee 
elect  Drew  Duzinkas,  even  got  the 
chance  to  meet  Gov.  Rod  Blagojevich. 

According  to  Skeen,  one  of  the 
important  accomplishments  that 
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education  covers  programs  that  allows  the  student  government  accomplished 
adults  to  study  for  their  GE.D.'s  or  learn  in  Springfield  was  helping  to  kill  a bill 

english  as  a second  language.  that  would  have  forced  JJC  s Renais- 

Because  of  the  country’s  stagnant  sance  Center  to  lose  its  liquor  license, 
economy  and  Illinois’  financial  crisis,  Those  who  attended  included 

these  two  programs  risk  losing  their  Pettis,  Duzinkas,  Mike  Gallo.  Brooke 
funding  from  the  state  budget.  Skeen,  Latesha  and  Latasha  Traylor, 

"We  were  asking  them  to  stop  Don  Terry,  Chris  Parker  and  Jones. 


Chess  Club:  The  JJC  Chess 
Club  wiil  be  hosting  a chess  simul- 
taneous event  with  “the  Chess 
Master"  on  Saturday,  May  24.  from 
1 2 p.m.  -5  p.m.  in  room  J-0006. 

Final  Exams:  Final  exam  week 
will  begin  Monday  May  12,  through 
May  1 6.  Cram  on  May  1 1. 

Multicultural  Transfer  Cen- 
Eam  a bachelor  of  business 
administration  degree  at  the  JJC 
Main  Campus  and  leant  more  about 
dual  admissioas  with  Robert  Mor- 
5 College  on  June  10  from  2 until  4 
m.  and  on  July  15  from  3 p.m. -6 
.m  in  room  C-2001.  Call  Angie 
aldwcll  at  8 1 5467- 1 737  for  more 
information. 

Registration;  Fall 2003 prior- 
ity registration  for  current  students 
will  proceed  from  now  until  May  4 
Priority  dates  are  determined  by 
credit  hours  earned. 


Experience 

■ the  Benedictine  Difference. 


Kate  McOonough  was  interested  in  attending  Benedictine  University’s 
four-year  liberal  arts  program,  but  decided  to  attend  a two-year  community 
college  first.  Kate  was  impressed  to  learn  that  Benedictine  admissions 
counselors  would  continue  to  work  with  her  to  ensure  a smooth  transition 
when  she  was  ready  to  transfer. 

■|  had  planned  to  attend  Benedictine  University  right  after  high  school, 
but  my  plans  changed  and  I attended  community  college  for  two  years,’ 
Kate  said.  ’I  worked  with  an  admissions  counselor  at  Benedictine  while  I 
was  still  attending  community  college  to  ensure  that  all  my  courses  would 
transfer.  My  transition  to  Benedictine  was  as  easy  as  they  said  it  would  be. 

The  staff  at  Benedictine  University  in  Lisle  knows  that  each  student's 
situation  is  unique.  That  is  why  we  take  the  time  to  give  each  student  and 
each  applicant  the  individual  attention  they  deserve. 

Apply  today  and  Experience  the  Benedictine  Difference. 


For  more  information,  call  (630)  829-6300.  e-mail 
admissions@ben.edu  or  visit  us  on  the  Web  at  www.ben.edu. 


DISCOUNT  RECORDS 


WE  BUY  6 SEU  NEW  8 USED 

CD'S  * DVD'S  * VIDEO  GAMES 


($' 


2off^  I^^OFF 


n 


J 

ALL  NEW 

| CD'S/DVD'S/VIDEO  GAMES  | 

, $11.99  & UP  . 

| Excluding  Sale  Items  | 
with  Coupon  “ 
^ Exp.  6/30/03 


n 

ALL  USED  . 

| CD'S/DVD'S/VIDEO  GAMES  | 

$5.95  & UP  . 

| Excluding  Sale  Items  | 
with  Coupon  ^ 
Exp.  6/30/03  J 


Largest  Selection  of 
NEW  & USED 
rvinsii-  syo 

DON'T  FORGET  SUPER  TUESDAYS 
ALL  NON-SALE  CD'S  $1.00  OFF 


FRANKFORT  - Rt.  30  & La  Grange  - (815)  464-5444 
HOMEWOOD  - Halsted  & Ridge  - (708)  799-9900 
WVITESON  - Rt.  30  & Governors  - (708)  481-4550 
MIDLOTHIAN  - 148th  & Cicero  - (708)  687-6060 
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Wellness  week  heals  JJC 


Reiki  pracliclioners  at  the  wellness  fair. 

Seminars,  fairs  and  fun 
at  this  year’s  event 

By  Jen  Holdcrfield 

Tuesday,  April  8 kicked  off 
Wellness  Week  2003.  Wellness  Week 
is  an  annual  event  that  Joliet  Junior 
College  provides  for  its  students  and 
the  people  of  the  community.  It  is  filled 
with  lots  of  fun,  free  seminars  and  even 
a fair. 

“The  Wheel  of  Wellness”  free 
seminars  were  held  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday.  These  seminars  included 
topics  of  spirituality,  health  and  gen- 
der. 

The  seminars  held  this  year  were 
“Why  Weight?  " presented  by  Pam 
Hett-Dobricky;  "Diet  Pills:  Artificial 
Weight  Loss,”  presented  by  Lori 
F omens;  "The  Great  Debate.  To  Be- 
lieve or  Not  To  Believe,"  presented  by 
Phil  Nordquist;  "Feel  the  Flow,"  pre- 
sented by  Linda  Herrick,  Reiki  Mas- 
ter; "Mind.  Body  Approaches  for 
H.W.,"  presented  by  Patrick  Tinken 
and  Professor  M S.,  LCPC;  “Breaking 
the  Silence,”  presented  by  Sergeant  Jeff 
Hanford,  Illinois  State  Police;  and 
"Gender  Talk.  He  says,  She  says,"  pre- 


Photo by  Adam  Faicus 

sented  by  Anissa  Jones,  director  of  sty- 
dent  activities. 

On  Wednesday,  April  9,  JJC  held 
its  8th  Annual  Wellness  & Volunteer 
Fair  The  fair  was  located  at  the  main 
campus  on  the  concourse  from  10  a.m.- 
2 p.m. 

This  event  was  sponsored  by  the 
office  of  holistic  wellness  at  JJC  and 
was  coordinated  by  Pam  Dilday.  As 
students  walked  the  concourse,  they 
could  see  demonstrations,  get  company 
and  agency  information,  sample  and 
buy  some  products,  sign  up  to  volun- 
teer and  get  a free  massage. 

Vendors  who  attended  this  event 
included  AFLAC,  A. A.  District  31, 
AIDS  Ministry,  American  Red  Cross, 
Arthritis  Foundation,  Breaking  the  Si- 
lence, Career  Services,  Catholic  Chari- 
ties-Daybreak  Shelter  and  Christian 
Youth  Center,  among  many  others. 

Pam  Dilday  was  asked  about  the 
success  of  this  year's  fair  compared  to 
last  year's,  and  she  said  that  the  atten- 
dance was  better  this  year,  which  she 
attributes  to  the  high  enrollment. 

Dilday  also  said  that  next  year  she 
plans  to  have  many  interactive  booths 
because  students  seem  to  enjoy  them 


QUESTION  OF  THE  ISSUE: 

WHAT  IS  YOUR  FAVORITE 
SUMMERTIME  MEMORY? 


Oscar  Maddox 

"Going  to  a free  concert  and 
seeing  Jagged  Edge  in 
Gary,  Ind.  " 


Randec  Floyd 

"I  went  to  California  to  meet 
my  pen  pal  who  I had  writen  to 
for  nine  years  but  never  met. 
We  went  to  get  piercings  at 
Annibus  Worbus.  “ 


"Going  to  the  Bud  Billiken 
parade.  " 


"When  we  got  invited  to 
Kobe  Bryant  s Addidas  camp 
for  excelling  in  basketball.  " 


Emily  Sutter 

" Last  summer  1 moved  to  New 
York  City  and  for  my  birthday,  I 
went  to  Bungalo  8,  which  is  an 
exclusive  nightclub  in 
Manhattan.  " 


"Meeting  my  wonderful 
boyfriend  and  pool  parties 
with  my  girlfriends. " 


SIUIN2003 ? 

UNIVERSITY  HALL! 

SA  VE  100's  *A  t Your  Premier  Off-Campus 
Residence  Housing  Complex. 


WHERE  HOSPITALITY  DOES  NOT  COST  EXTRA! 

Dine  poolside  in  your  private  booth  or  at  a table  with  friends ... 
7n  a palm  tree  accented  tropical  atmosphere  that  makes  buffet 
style  dining  a pleasure. 


University  Hall  Caters  to  Students  of  All  Ages  and 
Nationalities  and  Is  An  Extraordinary  CollegeJHousing  Value. 

SO.  RESERVE  YOUR  SPACE  EARLY  TO 

GUARANTEE  YOUR  BEST  CHOICE! 


UNIVERSITY  HALL 


More 


Than  Just  A Place  To  Live.Jt's  The  VJay 
1101  South  Wall  Street 
Carbondale,  Illinois  62901 
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Live! 


♦COMPARE  WITH  SIU  ON-CAMPUS  RATES  (01-23-03)  AND  SAVE  M UNIVERSITY  Hflli..$1,400  SINGLE!!  OR  $1,000  DOUBLE!! 


FOR  MORE  information  visit  our  website  http://www.universityhall.net 
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Priority  registration  hits  JJC 


By  Margaret  Bochle 

There’s  something  new  at  JJC: 
priority  registration.  This  program  al- 
lows students  with  the  highest  num- 
ber of  cre4it  hours  already  earned,  to 
register  earlier  for  classes.  Its  purpose 
is  to  provide  better  service  to  JJC  stu- 
dents and  provide  registration  in  a 
more  relaxed  atmosphere,  according 
to  Kim  Dockus,  the  dean  of  enroll- 
ment services. 

The  types  of  registration  utilized 
in  this  process  are  the  online 
WebAdvisor,  at  www.jjc.edu,  and 
touch-tone  registration.  For  Web  Ad- 
visor,  the  student  must  have  a 
username  and  pin/password,  which 
can  be  obtained  by  signing  up  for  the 
service. 

To  register  with  a touch-tone 
phone,  the  student  must  have  course 
numbers  ready,  as  there  is  no  in-per- 
son help  available. 

“There  are  definite  advantages 
to  using  an  automated  system,”  said 
Dockus.  “First  of  all.  students  are  bet- 
ter prepared  when  it  is  time  to  regis- 
ter. Registration  assistants  often  get 
used  as  academic  advisors,  a job  they 
are  not  prepared  to  do.” 

Terri  Mafleo,  registration  super- 
visor, said,  “We  are  always  trying  to 
improve  our  processes  and  encour- 
age the  use  of  new 
technology.  Historically,  the  first  day 


of  registration  was  a rough  one,  and 
students  would  stand  in  line  for  hours. 
Sometimes  the  line  would  stretch 
across  the  bridge  and  into  the  con- 
course. Telephone  lines  were  equally 
busy.” 

When  asked  whether  she  believed 
priority  registration  to  be  an  improve- 
ment, Dockus  said,  “Anytime  you  can 
eliminate  long  lines  and  control  the 
flow  of  an  operation  it  is  an  improve- 
ment. As  we  continue  to  do  it  more,  it 
will  get  even  better.” 

Of  course,  there  are  always  two 
sides  to  every  story.  Th"  main  fear  on 
campus  about  priority  registration  is 
that  it  is  more  difficult  for  new  stu- 
dents— and  those  with  fewer  credit 
hours — to  get  into  the  courses  they 
need  to.  As  one  student  said,  “Priority 
registration  is  like  a kick  in  the  teeth  to 
those  below  it." 

However,  overall  the  process 
seems  to  have  been  accepted.  Those 
with  the  hours  needed  find  that  it  is 
nice  to  have  registration  over  and  done 
with  and  have  been  able  to  get  into  the 
classes  they  need  to  graduate. 

Diannaha  Tielbur,  a student  who 
has  used  priority  registration  for  the 
last  two  semesters,  said,  "I  think  prior- 
ity registration  is  a great  thing. 

Many  students  might  not  be  in 
some  of  the  classes  that  they  are 
taking  or  need  if  priority  registration 
was  not  available." 


„ imm 


JJC  student  Kevin  Keaton  gets  down  with  priority  registration. 


Photo  by  Adam  Farcus 

Aggies  reaping  awards 


By  Justin  Johnson 

The  Joliet  Junior  College  agricul- 
ture team  completed  a successful  year 
by  winning  the  2003  National  PAS  Con- 
ference. The  competition  of  400  stu- 
dents was  held  in  Indianapolis,  Indi- 
ana, on  March  5 through  March  8. 

The  overall  livestock  specialist 
team  consisting  of  Aaron  Orebaugh, 
Joe  Blackford  and  Jeff  Landers  won  the 
national  contest.  Individually, 
Orebaugh  placed  first  and  Blackford 
placed  second.  Other  place  winners 
were  Johnie  Van  Riper,  who  placed  first 
in  the  livestock  production  employ- 
ment interview  area,  Marc  Bauer,  who 
placed  second  in  the  agriculture  equip- 
ment employment  interview  contest, 
and  Vicki  Heath,  who  placed  second  in 
the  forestry  and  natural  resources  in- 
terview contest. 

The  overall  livestock  team  re- 
ceived $300  for  their  first-place  finish, 
and  Aaron  Orebaugh  deceived  $ 1 00  for 
his  overall  first-place  finish.  The  ef- 
forts of  all  12  students  helped  to  pro- 
duce an  overall  first  place  finish  for  the 
JJC  agriculture  team. 

“These  tournaments  help  stu- 
dents to  further  develop  leadership  and 
professionalism  skills,  as  well  as  help 


The  love  of  plants  fuels  many  aggies. 

Photo  by  Chrissy  Kozol 

develop  many  new  friends  and  con- 
tacts," said  Tammy  Miller,  the  advisor 
and  sponsor  of  the  team. 

Twelve  students  earned  the  right 
to  compete  in  the  national  tournament 
by  each  receiving  a top-three  finish  in 
the  state  tournament  held  in  February. 
These  students  competed  in  four  dif- 
ferent events:  overall  livestock  special- 
ist, dairy  specialist,  crops  and  soil  spe- 
cialist, and  employment  interview. 

The  competitors  are  judged  on 
their  overall  knowledge  of  their  field, 
as  well  as  their  response  to  specific 
problems  and  occurrences  that  can 
occur  within  the  application  of  that 
particular  field. 
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Out  with  the  old,  in  with  the  new 

By  Margaret  Bochle 

Drew  Duzinskas  was  elected  the 
new  JJC  Student  Trustee  in  a tightly 
contested  vote  on  April  9 and  10. 

Duzinskas  bettered  his  opponent, 

Latesha  Traylor  by  a slim  145-141  vote. 

A total  of  292  votes  were  cast. 

Duzinskas  was  very  impressed  by 
his  opponent’s  campaign.  However,  he 
feels  that  there  was  not  a good  turnout 
of  voters  overall  and  the  election  was 
almost  a toss-up  because  of  that. 

Duzinskas,  who  plans  to  transfer 
to  a four-year  institution  and  major  in 
sociology  after  he  earns  his  associate’s 
degree,  says  that  he  wanted  to  get  in- 
volved with  campus  politics  and  take  a 
shot  at  running  things. 

Lavon  Pettis,  the  current  trustee, 
believes  her  term  was  a successful  one 
and  that  the  most  important  thing  she 
was  able  to  accomplish  was  to  embrace 
the  ideal  of  the  community  college. 

However,  she  finds  that  because  the 
term  is  only  a year  long,  once  the  stu- 
dent trustee  becomes  comfortable  and 
gets  his  or  her  feet  wet,  the  term  ends. 

She  also  says  that  Duzinskas  has  to 
think  long-term  how  his  decisions  that 
will  affect  everyone,  not  just  a set  popu- 
lation. 

Duzinskas  agrees,  “It’s  not  a one- 
year  process.  You  make  a lot  of  deci- 
sions that  won't  affect  you.” 

Duzinksas  has  a great  deal  of  re- 
spect for  the  former  trustee,  saying  he 
admires  her  peace  initiative  and  her 
down-to-earth  common  sense. 

“The  level  of  involvement  and 
devotion  she  brought  to  the  position 
has  definitely  helped,"  he  said. 

Pettis,  who  plans  to  double  major 


Lavon  Pettis  and  Drew  Duzinskas  with  Illinois  governor  Rod  Blagojevich. 


in  psychology  and  sociology  at  South- 
ern Illinois  University,  is  very  involved 
in  school  and  state  politics.  She  serves 
as  vice-chair  on  the  Illinois  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  plans  to  become 
involved  in  the  student  government  at 
SIU.  "Pettis  does  not  plan  to  perma- 
nently leave  community  colleges.  She 
hopes  to  eventually  become  a cabinet 
member  of  one — after  ten  or  so  years 
of  teaching,  of  course. 


Photo  courtesy  of  student  government 
But  what  about  the  role  of  poli- 
tics in  their  futures?  Pettis  sees  her- 
self as  a lobbyist  and  that  politics  will 
definitely  play  a role  in  her  future. 
Duzinskas,  however,  said,  "I  don’t 
know  if  that  would  be  a career  I would 
like  to  pursue  yet.” 

Of  Pettis'  term,  he  said,  "She’s 
opened  a lot  of  doors."  He  plans  to 
make  good  use  of  these  doors  in  the 
coming  year. 
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le  no  Bookstore 

Spring  2003  General  Buyback 


iLIET 


Junior 


Main  Campus  Bookstore 

Thursday,  May  8th  9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 
Friday,  May  9th  9:00  am  to  3:00  pm 


Saturday,  May  10th  9:00  am  to  1:00  pm 
Monday  thru  Thursday  - May  12th  thru  May  15th 
9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 
Friday,  May  16th  9:00  am  to  2:00  pm 

Additional  Buyback  In  Our  NEW  “D”  Mall  Location 

Monday  thru  Thursday  - May  12th  thru  May  15th  - 9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 

Also,  North  Campus! 

Wednesday,  May  14th  - 6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 


ill!! 


Book  Availability  In  Store  / Online 
Summer  I &II  - Available  Now! 
Summer  III  - Monday  June  2,  2003 
Fall  Semester  - Monday  July  28,  2003 
Order  Online  At  www.jjcbookstore.com 


Bookstore  Hours 

Monday  thru  Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 
Saturday,  May  10th  and  17th 
8:00  am  to  1:00  pm 


YOUR  JJC  Bookstore  - J/Buildins  Across  From  The  Service  Center  And  Resistration 

815-280-6767  Can’t  Make  These  Dates?  - Don  yt  Worry!  815-280-6767 
The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  Day! 
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DiFranco  and  Evanesence  ‘evolve’  without  falling  Battle  of  the  builds 


Who  would’ve  guessed  that  any- 
thing good  could  come  from  Arkansas? 
As  startling  as  it  seems.  Arkansas  fi- 
nally has  something  to  be  proud  of: 
Evanescence.  They  arrived  in  a whirl- 
wind thanks  to  a little  publicity  boost — 
two  of  their  songs  (“Immortal”  and 
“Bring  Me  to  Life”)  were  featured  on 
the  Daredevil  soundtrack. 

“Bring  Me  To  Life,”  their  explo- 
sive first  single,  is  hovering  right 
around  the  top  of  rock  and  alternative 
charts,  and  their  newest  album,  Fallen, 
debuted  at  number  seven  on  the  Bill- 
board 200. 

Upon  listening  to  this  CD  for  the 
first  time,  I felt  like  I’d  been  transported 
to  another  world.  At  times  I felt  like  a 
child  listening  to  a bedtime  story  that 
went  over  my  head,  but  I kept  listen- 
ing because  I loved  the  voice  of  the  sto- 
ryteller. 

At  other  times,  I felt  like  a psy- 
chologist listening  to  a patient  having 
an  epiphany.  And  then  there  were  mo- 
ments when  I thought  I was  hearing  an 
angelic  voice  backed  by  an  extra-ter- 
restrial band. 

Triumph  and  tears  blend  together 
on  this  moody  soundscape.  Lead  singer 
Amy  Lee  captures  so  many  emotions 
in  her  ethereal  voice,  soaring,  growl- 


ing and  whispering  as  she  draws  the 
listener  in.  She’s  accompanied  by  sear- 
ing guitars,  a stark  piano  and  the  occa- 
sional choir,  which  makes  for  a truly 
haunting,  other-worldly  feeling. 

If  1 were  to  list  the  outstanding 
songs,  I’d  have  to  mention  every  one 
on  the  album.  But  I do  have  some  per- 
sonal favorites.  “Haunted"  is  a goth- 
rock  anthem  that  is  both  frightening 
and  majestic. 

Lyrically,  I love  “Hello,"  a piano- 
driven  ballad  containing  the  line,  “I’m 
your  mind/  giving  you  someone  to  talk 

For  a nice,  get-away-from-it-all 
sort  of  song,  check  out  “Imaginary," 
which  simmers  from  a piano-and-vo- 
cals  daydream  into  a full-scale  rocker. 

Some  interesting  spirituality  sur- 
faces in  “Tourniquet,"  which  is  the 
heaviest  song  on  the  album.  The  same 
goes  for  “Whisper,"  the  last  song  and 
another  extreme  rock  song  with  a back- 
ing choir. 

The  only  rap  song  on  the  album  is 
in  “Bring  Me  to  Life,"  with  Paul 
McCoy  of  12  Stones  doing  guest  vo- 
cals. So  if  you’re  expecting  every  song 
to  sound  like  that,  buy  the  CD  anyway 
because  it’s  so  good  you’ll  forget  that 
you  wanted  another  rap- rock  album  to 
add  to  the  collection. 

Overall,  Evanescence’s  musical 
style  is  hard  to  categorize.  Pseudo- 
Goth  might  come  close  to  describing 
it.  Basically,  if  Tori  Amos  and  Trent 
Reznor  donated  their  DNA  so  that 
Linkin  Park  could  have  a child,  the  re- 
sults might  sound  something  like  this. 
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* Recommend  it  to  people  you  hate 
" It’ll  make  a good  coaster 
Get  rr  from  a friend 
""Buytt  after  class 
Skif  class  and  buy  it 


I know  how  the  classes  I take  today  will  have 
an  Impact  on  the  life  I lead  tomorrow.  I also 
understand  that  these  courses  don't  come 
cheap  - that's  why  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn 
Program  pays  as  much  as  $23,000  in  college 
financial  assistance.  Brown  thinks  these 
numbers  make  sense.  I think  UPS  is 
pretty  smart. 


Ani  DiFranco  has  never  been  one 
to  fit  the  mold  cast  by  mainstream  mu- 
sic, and  her  newest  album  Evolve  is  no 
exception. 

This  time  around  DiFranco  and  the 
accompanying  band  combine  a mix  of 
bluesy  horns,  piano  and  bass  with 
DiFranco’s  strong  guitar.  While  the 
band  that  accompanies  DiFranco  on 
Evolve  is  a group  of  extremely  talented 
musicians,  DiFranco  i$  most  impres- 
sive when  she  shows  the  listener  what 
she  can  accomplish  with  just  her  voice 
and  an  acoustic  guitar  on  such  songs 
as  “Evolve”  and  the  intro  to  “Serpen- 
tine.” She  recently  played  a show  at  the 
Rialto  Square  Theatre  in  Joliet,  per- 
forming with  nothing  more  than  her 
acoustic  guitar,  and  her  energy  and 
musical  talent  far  surpassed  that  of 
many  four-piece  bands. 

On  Evolve,  DiFranco  seems  to  be 
a bit  more  generic  and  detached  from 
her  songs,  even  though  she  is  writing 
about  extremely  personal  topics.  This 
album  also  has  a much  stronger  jazz 
influence,  and  while  this  may  be  noth- 
ing more  than  musical  experimentation, 
it  is  still  a welcome  change  of  pace. 

Since  becoming  a musician  at  the 
age  of  nine,  she  has  definitely  mastered 
the  art  ofwriting.  DiFranco  doesn’t  try 
to  candy  coat  her  lyrics  to  appeal  to  a 
mainstream  audience.  Instead,  she 
writes  from  the  heart  and  personal  ex- 
periences. 

For  example,  she  sings  about  per- 
sonal growth  with  lyrics  such  as  “1  got 
more  and  more  to  do/  I got  less  and 
less  to  prove/  It  took  me  too  long  to 
realize/ That  I don't  take  good  pictures/ 
Cuz  I have  the  kind  of  beauty  that 
moves,"  on  the  song  "Evolve." 

DiFranco  is  constantly  changing, 
recreating  her  style  and  sounds  and 
evolving  into  something  beautiful. 


WHAT  CAN  BROWN  DO  FOR  YOU?' 


Joliet  Junior  College,  contact  Lewis  Strange  ai 


Smuggling  Molasses  performs  at  the  JJC  Battle  of  the  Bands. 


By  Timothy  Schmidt 

On  April  25,  the  Office  of  Student 
Activities  presented  the  Battle  of  the 
Bands  2003.  Despite  the  low  atten- 
dance, the  event  was  a success.  Al- 
though two  out  of  the  original  six  bands 
who  were  originally  signed  up  dropped 
out  of  the  battle,  the  remaining  four  put 
on  a great  show  with  the  help  of  96.7 
Will  Rock. 

Even  though  the  contest  was 
close,  one  band  emerged  to  win  the 
grand  prize.  With  their  wild  stage 
show  and  ska  style  of  music,  Quarters 
Only  won  the  battle  and  took  home 
$500.  The  band  also  won  the  chance 
to  play  a half  hour  concert  on  June  7. 
Trailing  in  a close  second  was  Straight 
Jack,  which  won  $300.  Rounding  out 
the  top  three  and  taking  home  $200 
was  Absolute  Zerti. 

Although  unable  to  place  in  the 
top  three,  Smuggling  Molasses,  put  on 


Cust.  Service/Retail  Sales 
SUMMER  WORK 

Youthful  environment.  No  door-to-door  or  telemarketing. 
Entry  level  positions  available. 

$15  base-appt. 

No  experience  necessary.  Day,  evening  and  weekend  hours. 
Scholarships  available-conditions  exist. 

For  details  call  M-F,  9 a.m.-6  p.m. 

Phone  815-729-3635 
Call  on  or  after  May  5 
www.4collegework.com/cl 


kagc  Handlers  enjoy  weekends  & holidays  off  • Earn  $8.50  per  hour,  with  increases  of  joe  after  90  days 


Chicago  773-929-6550 
Addison  630-953-2000 
Tlnley  Park  708-342-3100 
Loop  312-372-4900 
O'Hare  773-695-1000 
Naperville  630-428-9086 
MefTfflvBle,  IN  219-736-7440 
www.devry-t«kJ 
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The  ‘summer  of  the  blockbuster’  loaded  with  sequels 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Last  summer,  there  was  much  to 
brag  about.  Spider-Man  was  kicking 
ass  and  taking  names  on  box  office  re- 
ceipts, while  Star  Wars:  Episode  II  was 
cleaning  up  what  was  left.  In  between, 
there  was  comedy  that  turned  out  to 
be  fool's  Goldmemher,  and  Undercover 
Brother  was  the  only  thing  worthy  of 
laughs.  Ah,  yes — those  were  the  days. 
Bui,  alas,  my  friends,  last  summer  was 
but  a robin’s  egg  compared  to  what 
the  ostrich  has  spit  out  for  this  sum- 
mer movie  season.  Not  only  do  you 
have  three  highly  anticipated  sequels 
but  also  more  comic  book  adaptations, 
a brand-new  Disney/Pixar  feature  and 
plenty  more  sequels  to  go  around.  Let 
us  begin. 

Obviously,  the  most  anticipated 
film  since  Star  Wars:  Episode  /-  The 
Phantom  Menace  is  The  Matrix  Re- 
loaded, which  comes  to  theaters  May 
16.  Back  in  1999,  The  Matrix  exploded 
on  to  screens  with  both  critical  and  box 
office  acclaim.  With  its  super-cool  spe- 
cial effects  and  Keanu  knowing  kung- 
fu,  the  film  was  immediately  put  into 
overdrive  to  develop  a sequel;  two  se- 
quels actually.  Reloaded  and  The  Ma- 
trix: Re\'olulions  (slated  for  a Novem- 
ber release)  were  shot  back  to  back.  All 
major  players  as  well  as  a few  new  ones 
are  involved.  Well,  as  Mr.  Reeves  says 
in  every  role  he  has  ever  been  in, 
“Whoa." 

Speaking  of  rushes,  after  its  S 1 52 
million  domestic  box  office  take.  X-Men 
was  only  a short  way  away  from  spawn- 
ing a sequel,  as  well  as  introducing  new 
mutants.  The  sequel,  X2-  X-Men  Un- 
tied, comes  out  May  2.  The  newest 
addition  to  the  mutated  cast  is  that  of 
Nightcrawler  (Alan  Cumming),  whose 
power  is  that  with  the  ability  to  teleport. 
Look  for  a huge  box-office  take  and 
more  sequels.  This  one  will  rock. 


Hugh  Jackman  as  Wolverine  in  X-Men  2. 

Sure,  I am  looking  forward  to  the 
X-Men  and  Matrix  sequels,  but  there 
is  only  one  that  I cannot  wait  for.  That 
is  the  long-awaited  Hulk,  which  is 
based  upon  the  popular  comic  book 
and  comes  to  theaters  June  20.  Directed 
by  Ang  Lee  ( Crouching  Tiger,  Hidden 
Dragon),  Bruce  Banner  (Eric  Bana)  is 
eroded  with  gamma  rays  during  an  ex- 
periment gone  awry.  The  side  effect? 
He  gels  big  a i green  and  big  when  he 
gets  angry.  Is,  n to  be  on  the  edge  of 
my  seat  waiting  for  this.  Maybe  it’s  the 
super  cool  special  effects  done  by  In- 
dustrial Light  & Magic.  Or  Jennifer 
Connelly  as  the  lead  love  interest?  Or 
how  about  the  cameo  by  i V Hulk  Lou 
Ferrigno  in  the  film?  Wait,  1 figured  it 
out — it's  going  to  kick  ass  because  it 


will  clean  house  at  the  box  office  this 
summer.  I don't  know  why,  but  this 
movie  is  on  the  top  of  my  list  for  “Most 
Anticipated.” 

Number  two  on  my  “Most  Antici- 
pated” list  is  that  of  the  man  who  said 
he  would  be  back.  Well,  he’s  back, 
badder  than  ever  and  I cannot  wait! 
Ah-nuld  is  back  in  Terminator  3-  Rise 
of  the  Machines,  which  comes  to  the- 
aters July  4.  Although,  James  Cameron 
and  Linda  Hamilton  are  not  involved 
at  a..,  ihis  looks  to  still  pack  the  kick- 
ass  action  and  CGI  of  its  predecessor. 
The  film's  basic  premise  (the  plot  is 
under  tight  wraps,  for  pete’s  sakes, 
people!)  has  another  T-800  model  pro- 
grammed to  protect  John  Connor  (Nick 
Stahl)  who  is  sent  back  to  the  present 


when  the  latest  Skynet  machine  is  sent 
back  to  kill  Connor— the  Terminatrix, 
or  T-X  for  short  (Kristanna  Loken).  I 
don't  care  if  the  movie  sucks  or  not 
(okay,  maybe  I do).  I’m  just  looking 
forward  to  watching  an  awesome  ac- 
tion flick. 

Finally,  Disney  and  Pixar,  in  what 
might  be  their  last  collaboration,  will 
release  Finding  Nemo,  a kiddie  flick 
about  a fish  who  is  taken  from  the  Great 
Barrier  Reef  and  set  up  in  a posh  office 
in  a fish  tank.  It  is  slated  for  release  on 
May  30.  Naturally,  early  buzz  puts  this 
film  high,  considering  Pixar's  previous 
history  (such  as  Toy  Story).  Critics  will 
more  than  likely  love  this  one.  Oh,  yeah 
and  kids  should  love  it,  too! 

Other  films  of  note: 

- Bruce  Almiehtv-  Man  doesn’t 
like  the  way  the  world  is  run.  God  says, 
"Fine.  You  do  it.”  Stars  Jim  Caney,  Jen- 
nifer Aniston  and  Morgan  Freeman 
(May  23). 

- 2 Fast  2 Furious-  Sequel  to  the 
box  office  smash  The  Fast  & the  Furi- 
ous. Stars  Paul  Walk'-,  and  Tyrese 


A dose  up  of  the  Incredible  Hulk. 


(June  6). 

- When  Harrv  Met  Llovd:  Dumb 
and  Dumberer-  Prequel  to  Dumb  & 
Dumber.  They  think  they’re  going  to 
make  money  off  this?  (June  1 3). 

- From  Justin  to  Kelly-  Examines 
the  two  American  Idol  finalists.  Yawn. 
Stars  Kelly  Clarkson  and  Justin  Guarini 
(June  13). 

- Charlie's  Angels:  Full  Throllle- 
Another  sequel — again.  Stars  Drew 
Barrymore,  Cameron  Diaz,  Lucy  Liu, 
Bemie  Mac  and  Demi  Moore  (June  27). 

- Legally  Blonde  2:  Red.  While  & 
Blonde-  Sequel  to  the  surprise  200 1 hit. 
First  one  was  like  a roller  coaster— took 
a long,  steady  climb  up  to  the  climax 
and  big  laughs.  Too  bad  it  was  the  last 
half  hour  of  the  movie.  Stars  Reese 
Witherspoon,  Sally  Field,  and  Bob 
Newhart  (July  4). 

- The  League  of  Extraordinary 
Gentlemen-  Based  upon  the  graphic 
novel  by  Alan  Moore  (also  wrote  the 
graphic  novel  that  became  From  Hell). 
Never  read  it  but  the  premise  is  great: 

continued  on  page  9 
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Short  on  time? 


Make  the  most  of  your  summer.  Lewis  offers 
6-  and  8-week  “summer  short”  courses 
and  2-day  seminars. 

• Graduate  on  time 
• Take  one  less  class  in  the  fall 
• Concentrate  on  one  course 

Don’t  get  burned!  Sign  Up  NOW! 

Call  800-897-9000  www.lewisu.edu 
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- Exorcist:  The  Beeinnin p- 
Prequel  to  the  scariest  movie  ever  made 
that  tells  father  Merrin's  first  encoun- 
ter with  Satan.  Stars  Stellan  Skarsgird, 
Gabriel  Mann  and  Billy  Crawford  (July 
18). 

- Lara  Croft  Tomb  Raider:  The 
Cradle  of  Life-  Sequel  to  the  box  office 
hit/critical  failure  of  2001.  Stars 
Angelina  Jolie  (July  25). 

-American  Wedding-  Second  (and 
hopefully  last)  sequel  to  American  Pie. 
Jim  and  Michelle  get  married.  Stars  Ja- 
son Biggs,  Alyson  Hannigan  and 
Seann  William  Scott  (August  1 ). 

- Freddx'  vs.  Jason-  Finally,  after 
nearly  1 1 years  of  bickering,  the  two 
greatest  horror  icons  (after  Michael 
Myers)  get  together  to  do  battle.  Stars 
Robert  Englund.  Ken  Kirzinger.  Jason 
Bateman,  Monica  Keena  and  Kelly 
Rowland  (August  15). 


\eo  and  the  gang  is  back  again  in  the  Matrix:  Reloaded, 
continued  from  page  .S 


April  30,  2003 


Blockbuster 


historical  literary  icons  band  together 
to  save  the  world.  Stars  Sean  Connery, 
Peta  Wilson  and  Shane  West  (July  1 1 ). 

- Pirates  of  the  Caribbean:  The 
Curse  of  the  Black  Pearl-  Based  on, 


yes,  the  Disney  World  ride.  I'm  still 
going  to  see  it— love  that  ride!  Stars 
Johnny  Depp.  Orlando  Bloom  (Lcgolas 
of  Lord  of the  Rings)  and  Geoffrey  Rush 
(July  11). 


Visit  Matt 's  Movies  & TV  over  the 
summer  for  articles,  including  opinions, 
"Best  of...”  lists,  and  my  predictions 
for  NEXT  year’s  Oscars! 

http://geocities.com/mjs914jjc/ 


Log  on  to 
www.roosevelt. 
edu/ruonline 
to  learn  more 
about  our  online 
programs! 


Chicago  • Schaumburg 
www.rooseveh.edu  1-877-Apply-RU 
Where  you  want  to  be! 


RU  Online- 

brightest 

spot  in  cyberspace. 

There’s  always  a light  burning  for  you  at  RU  Online. 
Study  wherever  you  have  an  internet  connection — 
days,  nights  or  weekends.  Programs  include: 


Learn  from  Roosevelt’s  faculty 
of  experts,  and  join  students  from 
all  over  the  world  in  our  lively 
online  community.  With  RU  Online 
you  can  get  a Roosevelt  University 
education — anytime,  anywhere. 
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Zelda  continues  to  captivate  gamers 


battle.  After  pulling  a certain  sword 
lne  Legend  of  from  its  pedestal,  the  world  suddenly 
Zelda:  The  Wind  becomes  alive  as  color  bleeds  back 
Waker  *n,°  S311*11-  This  was  truly  amazing 

to  watch.  When  Nintendo  said  that  the 
10/10  reason  for  this  new  look 

vey  Link’s  emotions,  they  weren't  jok- 


ing. 


You  will  see  Link  express  just 
m not  going  to  try  to  hide  it.  The  about  every  human  emotion  during  his 
Legend  of  Zelda  is  hands-down  my  epic  quesl.  No  mailer  how  much  you 


favorite  videogame  franchise  of  all- 
Others  have  come  close  to  win- 
ning my  little  gamer  heart,  but  Zelda 
takes  the  cake. 

And  the  ironic  thing  is  that  since 
the  original  NES  cart  was  released 


may  have  thought  you  hated  this 
look,  after  playing  the  game  you  will 
no  longer  care. 

Just  as  A Link  to  the  Past 
refinement  of  the  original  Zelda,  The 
Wind  Waker  refines  Ocarina  of  Turn 


1987.  the  series  appeal  and  basic  and  Majoras  Mask 
gameplay  elements  haven’t  really  ft  plays  and  controls  very  similar 
changed  as  much  as  they  have  sim-  but  improves  everywhere  it  can. 
ply  evolved.  example,  the  combat  with  lock-on 


And  that’s  what  i: 


3 awesome  geling  still  exists,  but  n 


about  it.  Enter  7 lie  Wind  Waker,  the  target  multiple  enemies  with  weapons 
newest  entry  in  the  renowned  Zelda  I ike  your  boomerang.  You  can  also  u: 
series.  As  the  series  has  steadily  been  combo  attacks  in  combat  as  well  ; 
evolving  into  the  realm  of  reality  with  counter  your  foes  attacks. 


powerful  consoles,  the  i 
"toon-shaded”  look  of  The  Wind 
Waker  took  loyalists  of  the  franchise 
buy  surprise.  Was  Nintendo  actually 
taking  the  series  (gasp)  i 


These  new  elements  don't 
vent  anything,  but  they  make  s 
thing  that  was  great  even  better 
So  what  else  is  new  in  the  land  of 
Hyrule?  Well,  for  once  the  story  part 


rection.  marketed  toward  (gasp)  chit-  of  Zelda  actually  tics  all  the  Zelda 
dren?  Relax  my  friends.  Zelda  is  bet-  games,  particularly  Ocarina  of  Time, 
ter  then  ever.  together.  I don’t  want  to  spoil  any- 

Lefs  just  get  this  out  of  the  way  thing,  so  I'll  just  say  it’s  great  how 
right  ofTlhe  bat.  The  new  graphical  they  piece  everything  together.  My 
look  of  Zelda  is  brilliant.  Link  blends  only  gripe  with  The  Wind  Waker 
fluidly  with  his  beautiful  world  that  I wish  it  were  longer.  Like  all  great 
that  you  immediately  get  sucked  in.  games,  you  never  want  the  experience 
There  is  a point  in  the  game  when  you  to  end. 
enter  a world  forgotten  that  is  black  |n  the  end  Nintendo  delivers 
and  white.  Link  enters  this  world  to  again,  As  with  Melroid  Prime,  if  you 
find  enemies  frozen  in  time  in  the  own  a ‘cube,  you  absolutely  must  pick 
middle  of  what  looked  to  be  an  epic  this  game  up. 


to  finish  your  Bachelor's  Degree. 

It's  your  career  destination.  You  have  the  talent. 
You  have  the  drive.  Robert  Morris  College 
has  the  program. 

Bachelor's  Degrees  Available: 

Bochelor  of  Business  Administration  Degree 
Bachelor  of  Applied  Science  Degree  in  Computer  Studies 
Bachelor  of  Applied  Science  Degree  in  Graphic  Design 

(all  today  for  transfer  information: 


800.RMC.5960 
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Theater  department  finishes  up  season  with  Suddenly  Last  Summer 


By  Matt  Furlane 

The  Fine  Arts  Department  began 
the  theater  season  as  a season  of  self 
discovery  with  the  fall  productions  of 
the  documentary  style  The  Laramie 
Project  and  the  medieval  morality  play 
Everyman.  This  semester  they  contin- 
ued with  the  light-hearted  musical 
Baby  and  finally  finished  off  the  sea- 
son with  the  intense  and  somber  drama. 
Suddenly  Las l Summer  by  Tennessee 
Williams,  which  was  performed 
throughout  the  weekend  of  April  10. 

Set  in  Louisiana  during  the  1 950s, 
the  one-act  Suddenly  Last  Summer  is 
considered  by  critics  to  be  Williams’ 
most  autobiographical  because  it  looks 
at  issues  he  confronted  in  his  own  life, 
namely  mental  illness  and  suppressed 
sexuality. 

The  production  of  Suddenly  Last 
Summer  worked  well  on  many  levels 
including  casting,  makeup  and  costum- 
ing. But  its  chief  strengths  were  the  set 
and  the  acting. 

The  entire  play  lakes  place  in  Mrs. 
Venables'  elegant  patio  garden,  de- 
signed by  director  Nicki  Blowers  and 


constructed  by  master  carpenters  Ian 
Miller  and  Ben  Romashko.  Basic  out- 
door furniture,  while  French  patio 
doors,  an  arbor  as  a garden  entrance 
and  camouflage  netting  for  hanging 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  fine  arts  department 
Spanish  moss  helped  to  create  a relaxed 
summer  atmosphere. 

The  set's  strength  was  that  it  re- 
mained subtle  and  allowed  plenty  of 
movement  for  the  actors.  The  garden 
is  referred  to  directly  in  the  beginning 
of  the  play  when  Mrs.  Venable  is  re- 
membering her  dead  spn  Sebastian. 
The  set  always  remains  supplementary 
to  the  acting  like  a backdrop.  Charac- 
ters can  be  seen  behind  the  patio  doors 
at  some  moments  or  sitting  in  the  back- 
ground as  the  story  unfolds. 

And  because  of  its  minimal  use  of 
space  the  actors  had  the  opportunity  for 
a full  range  of  movement.  Mrs.  Venable 
moves  about  frequently  from  her 
wheelchair  to  a bench  or  table  and 
Catherine  at  one  point  walks  around  the 
stage  as  she  tries  to  enjoy  a cigarette  in 
the  presence  of  the  watchful  Sister  Fe- 
licity. 

Although  energy  levels  varied  at 
times,  all  the  actors  performed  their 
roles  very  well.  Through  makeup,  body 


movement  and  voice,  returning  theater 
student  Nicci  Walchshauser  was  able  to 
present  an  incorrigible  Mrs.  Venable  that 
nobody  could  possibly  like,  as  her  cane 
swinging  vengefulness  comes  out 
against  other  characters.  Even  in  her  stiff 
wooden  wheelchair  she  was  an  intimi- 
dating presence  yelling  at  everyone,  in- 
cluding her  own  help  Mrs.  Foxhill, 
played  by  Taya  Langlois. 

Second-year  theater  major  Jenna 
Stworzyjanek  excellently  portrayed  the 
strong  emotions  of  Catherine  Holly,  a 
challenging  role  that  required  going 
back  and  forth  from  anxiety  to  fear  to 
anger.  As  she  confronts  Mrs.  Venable  we 
see  both  her  courage  and  desperation  for 
survival  against  a domineering  and  bit- 
ter woman.  She  allowed  the  audience  to 
empathize  with  Catherine’s  difficult 
plight  of  being  threatened  with  a lo- 
botomy  and  the  pressure  of  telling  Mrs. 
Venable  the  life  shattering  truth  that  her 
son  was  not  'c-h-a-s-t-e-  and  had  actu- 
ally died  a horrible  death. 

The  play  had  other  important  char- 


acters that  were  done  well  and  gave  a 
sense  of  how  the  main  characters  felt. 
Dr.  Cukrowicz,  played  by  Jamie 
Motz,  found  himself  in  the  difficult 
position  of  trying  to  determine  the 
truth  and  being  a family  mediator. 

Steve  Elmore,  who  played 
George  Holly,  performed  well,  add- 
ing pressure  upon  Catherine  in  order 
to  get  money.  Adelia  Givens,  who 
played  Sister  Felicity,  brought  a sense 
of  willingness  to  help,  despite  being 
limited  by  the  family  circumstances. 
Kim  Koukas,  who  played  Mrs.  Holly, 
did  a good  job  as  a mother. 

Although  some  audience  mem- 
bers may  not  have  been  ready  for  this 
type  of  drama,  most  responded  posi- 
tively and  overall  the  production 
achieved  its  goals. 

The  Fine  Arts  Department  is  now 
looking  forward  to  next  years  “Luck 
Be  A Lady  Tonight"  theater  season, 
with  upcoming  productions  of  All  In 
The  Timing,  Romeo  and  Julie l,  Guys 
dc  Dolls  and  Talking  With. 


The  cast  from  Suddenly  Last  Summer  strikes  a pose. 

Phoio  courtcsyof  the  fine  arts  department 


stressed 

about 

transferring  ® 


We’re  pretty  easy-going. 

In  fact,  we're  real  glad  to  have  you.  Eastern's  Proud  of  the  fact 
that  40  percent  of  our  students  have  transferred  from  other 
colleges  and  universities.  We  know  your  concerns  and  we're 
committed  to  making  your  transition  an  easy  one: 


So,  what’s  so  great  about  us? 

• Class  size  average  of  22  students 

• Full  acceptance  of  the  Illinois  Articulation 
Initiative  and  the  Associate  in  Arts, 

Associate  in  Science,  and  Associate  in 
Science  and  Arts  degree 

• One  of  America's  Best  Colleges  as  reported 
by  US  News  and  World  Report 

• Panther  Express  bus  service  for  campus  and 
community 

• Textbook  rental  system  - save  S400-S600  per  year 


Not  too  bad,  huh? 


Eastern 

Illinois 

UNIVERSITY* 

600  Lincoln  Avenue 
Charleston,  Illinois  61920 


-HOROSCOPES- 

BY  CHOMPERS 
THE  WONDERHSH 

Y 

Aries-  You  will  pack  up  your 
bags  and  ride  your  show  pony 
to  glory  when  you  join  the 
circus.  YEE  HA! 

n. 

Libra-  A gladiatorial  match 
will  be  held,  and  you  must 
fight  with  an  octopus  as  a 
sword. 

W 

rru 

Taurus-  If  sharks  haunt  your 
dreams,  then  a life  as  a pirate 
is  in  your  future. 

Scorpio- You  will  try  harder, 
or  your  tombstone  will  be  a 
cement  lawn  gnome. 

H 

* 

Gemini-  Call  Snoop,  he  has 
the  scoop! 

s 

Sagittarius-  You  must 
"shout,  shout,  shout  at  the 

devil!” 

yjo 

Cancer-  You  may  need  to  use 
the  force  for  this. 

Capricorn-  The  wise  stay 
behind  and  go  ahead. 

AM 

✓VWA 

Leo-  This  is  the  last  issue  of 
the  Blazer.  If  you  still  believe 
that  these  horoscopes  are  real 
please  seek  help. 

Aquarius-  A small  bird  will 
follow  you  today.  Be 
mindful. 

X 

Virgo-  You  are  Danny  Boy. 

Pisces-  Eat  the  small  bird  that 
is  following  your  Aquarian 
friend. 

A k 


This  program  is  designed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  adult  learner. 

As  a student  in  this  program  at  the 
University  cf  St.  Francis,  you  will 
enjoy: 

> Utilize  an  associate’s  degree  and  get 
credit  for  life  experience 

>•  On-site  program  delivery  with  some 
courses  available  online 
>-  On-site  classes  once  per  week,  evenings 
and/or  weekends 
>-  Accelerated  curriculum 
>-  Financial  assistance,  including  tuition 
deferment  and  payment  plan 
>-  Program  completion  in  as  little  as  two 
years 

> Quality  faculty  with  real  world  experience 
>■  Opportunity  to  apply  what  you  learn  in  the 

classroom  to  the  work  place 

Call  us  today! 

(800)  735-7500 

S UNIVERSITY  OF 

ST.  FRANCIS 

500  Wilcox  St.,  Joliet,  IL  60435  • (800)  735-7500  • www.stfrancis.edu 


Polai-int  ttruls  kit  stuff  at  the  JJC  fat  hi  an  ihow 


Ty  Tornincasa  hits  a double  (luring  a game  against  Harper  Valley  College. 


pleting  your 
slor’s  degree? 


Complete  your  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  with  a 
concentration  in  Applied  Organizational  Management  at 
the  University  of  St.  Francis. 


Men’s  baseball  swings  into  inconsistency 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

The  JJC  Wolves  have  had  a 
rollercoaster  of  a season.;  After  start- 
ing the  season  off  with  a fury,  and  post- 
ing a 7-0  record,  the  Wolves  have 
becomeinconsistent  the  remainder  of 
the  way.  Inconsistency  on.the  field  has 
caused  the  Wolves  to  lose  games  that 
they  probably  should  have  won.  Poor 
pitching  and  shaky  defense  has  resulted 
in  various  losing  streaks  throughout  the 
season.  The  Wolves’  most  recent  los- 
ing streak  lasted  for  eightlgames. 


“We  can’t  expect  to  win  if  we  don’t 
play  solid  defense  the  entire  game," 
said  head  coach  Wayne  King  on  the  JJC 
website. 

One  big  positive  that  can  come  out 
of  this  season  for  the  Wolves  is  their 
youth.  Key  players  for  next  year  in- 
clude infielder  Erin  Satterlee  and  pitch- 
ers Gerry  Novak  and  Nick  Cuny.  With 
the  return  of  these  players  and  contri- 
butions from  other  returning  freshmen, 
the  Wolves  promise  to  have  a strong 
team  posed  for  success. 

As  of  April  24,  the  Wolves  had 


posted  a 29-2 1 record  as  they  prepare 
to  enter  the  NJCAA  Division  III  Re- 
gion IV  Tournament.  If  the  Wolves 
can  play  favorably  before  the  tourna- 
ment, then  they  can  build  up  some  mo- 
mentum and  steam  and  then  roll  over 
the  competition  much  like  they  did  in 
early  parts  of  the  season. 

“With  a strong  conference  finish, 
we’ll  be  able  to  put  ourselves  right 
where  we  want  to  be  heading  into  the 
tournament,"  said  King  on  the  JJC 
website. 
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Sun  rises  over  softball 


Men’s  tennis  looks  forward  to  next  year 


Alison  Wilder  at  bat. 


2003:  A season  of  change  for  the  Bulls 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

The  men’s  lennis  team  has  had  a 
rough  go  of  things  this  year.  As  of 
April  15,  the  Wolves  were  winless  on 
the  season,  going  0-5.  A roster  that  at 
one  time  consisted  of  as  many  as 
seven  players  has  now  dwindled  down 
to  three.  There’s  no  question  that  the 
lack  of  athletes  on  the  team  has  con- 
tributed to  the  unfortunate  turn  of 
events  for  the  Wolves,  but  next  sea- 
son bodes  to  be  different. 

Coach  Tim  Vanderwall  has  high 
hopes  for  next  season,  “Hopefully  the 
freshmen  will  come  back;  so  we’re  kind 
of  rebuilding.” 

With  promising  freshmen  Bran- 
don Tucker,  Tim  Seidler  and  Tom 
Moretti,  the  Wolves  have  a lot  of  po- 
tential to  improve  on  the  dismal  2003 
season.  “Right  now  on  paper  we  look 
pretty  good  for  next  season,”  said 
Vanderwall. 

Entering  the  NJCAA  Region  IV 
Tournament,  coach  Vanderwall  feels 
that  his  team  will  fare  pretty  well  in  the 
singles  and  doubles  events.  The  tour- 
nament consists  of  Division  ill  rivals 
Rockford,  Rock  Valley  and  College  of 
DuPage. 

With  the  season  coming  to  an  end. 


Mark  Fiske  basks  in  a moment  of  tennis-playing  glory. 

Photo  by  Adam  Farcus 


the  Wolves  have  a bright  future  ahead  “I’m  looking  forward  to  next  year,” 

of  them.  said  Vanderwall. 


Lady  Wolves  turn 
around  losing  season 

By  Adam  Fox 

Despite  some  tough  losses  this 
season,  including  a nine-game  loosing 
streak,  the  sun  seems  to  be  rising  for 
JJC's  women’s  softball  team. 

The  Lady  Wolves  got  back  to  win- 
ning games  on  April  15  in  a double- 
header  against  Rock  Valley  College. 
These  two  victories  were  the  first  for 
new  head  coach  Dan  Murphy. 

Leading  the  way  for  the  Lady 
Wolves  in  the  first  game  was  sopho- 
more Emily  Sutter  and  freshman  Caitlyn 
Cronkite. 

The  two  combined  with  four  hits, 
two  RBIs  and  a stolen  base. 

In  the  second  game,  Carly  Gura 
and  Stephanie  Sloman  led  the  way. 
Gura,  a sophomore  from  Plainfield  High 
School,  hit  a triple  and  had  two  RBIs, 
while  Sloman,  a Joliet  Township  gradu- 
ate, had  two  hits,  a double  and  two 


Photo  by  Adam  Farcus 

RBIs. 

However,  dominant  pitching  usu- 
ally always  outplays  dominant  hitting, 
and  freshman  Andrea  Wright  was  as 
dominant  as  they  come.  Wright,  a 
graduate  from  Reed-Custer  High 
School,  has  amassed  a record  of  5-9 
for  the  season.  She  started  both  games 
and  silenced  the  Golden  Eagles  to  five 
runs  totaled  throughout  the  double- 
header. 

The  following  day  the  Lady 
Wolves  dominated  Prairie  State 
College’s  team  12-0  and  12-1,  which 
moved  their  record  up  to  7-17  overall 
and  3-3  in  the  N4C.  On  the  hill  was 
sophomore  right-hander  Carly  Gura, 
who  pitched  a gem  in  both  games  of 
the  double-header,  and  notched  her 
first  two  wins  of  the  season,  leaving 
her  record  at  2-8. 

Will  the  Lady  Wolves  continue 
their  winning  ways?  Only  time  will  tell, 
but  as  long  as  they  keep  getting  timely 
hitting  and  masterful  pitching,  every 
game  should  be  a cinch. 


By  Andrew  Hni bee 

April  7, 2003,  marked  the  end  of  an 
era.  Jerry  Krause,  general  manager  of 
the  Chicago  Bulls  and  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  sports  minds  in  the  world, 
resigned  as  a result  of  health-related 
issues. 

“The  rigors  and  stress  of  the  job 
have  caused  me  some  minor  physical 
problems  in  the  past  few  years,”  said 
Krause  in  a press  release  by  the  team. 

While  most  people  in  Chicago 
have  been  vocal  about  their  dislike  for 
Krause,  I have  been  an  avid  supporter 
of  him  for  as  far  back  as  I can  remem- 
ber. I once  dreamed  of  being  exactly 
like  Krause,  not  exactly  the  physical 
specimen  that  he  is,  but  for  his  ability 
to  find  talent  to  build  a team  around 
Michael  Jordan.  Krause  was  the  mas- 
termind behind  the  Bulls  dynasty  of 
the  1990s.  During  that  time,  Krause 
drafted  Scottie  Pippen,  Horace  Grant 
and  Toni  Kuckoc.  Krause  also  hired 
Phil  Jackson  to  his  first  head  coaching 
job  and  signed  key  free  agents  Ron 
Harper,  Luc  Longley  and  the  flamboy- 
ant Dennis  Rodman. 

The  breakup  of  the  dynasty  can’t 
be  blamed  on  Krause.  He  was  willing 
to  bring  everyone  back  for  a few  more 
years,  but  all  of  the  key  members 
weren’t  willing  to  cooperate  Scottie 
only  wanted  to  stay  if  Michael  was 
willing  to  come  back.  Michael  only 
wanted  to  stay  if  Phil  was  willing  to 


Former  Bulls  manager  Jerry  Krause. 
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come  back.  And  Phil  wanted  to  go  to 
the  mountains  of  Montana  and  prac- 
tice his  Zen. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  while 
the  Bulls  were  winning  championships 
and  getting  older,  other  teams  around 
the  league  were  gaining  young  super- 
stars.  Krause  knew  that  in  order  to  stay 
competitive,  a young  core  of  players 
would  need  to  be  brought  into  the  fold. 

I have  to  admit  that  I was  skeptical 
about  the  trade  that  sent  Elton  Brand 
to  the  Clippers  in  exchange  for  Tyson 
Chandler.  Brand  was  a promising  young 
talent  but  Krause  saw  something  more 
in  Chandler.  With  Eddy  Cuny,  I felt  that 
he  was  an  overrated  high  school  player 
who  would  end  up  on  the  list  of  under- 
achievers in  the  NBA.  But  Krause  made 
the  moves  with  one  thought  in  mind, 
the  World  Championship. 

Krause  mentioned  shortly  after  the 
draft  that  brought  Chandler  and  Curry 
to  the  Bulls  that  he  wasn’t  interested  in 
just  making  the  playoffs;  he  wanted  to 
win  it  all.  Being  competitive  is  one 
thing,  but  being  dominant  is  another. 
The  young  Bulls  shined  at  the  end  of 
the  season  with  the  emergence  of  Jamal 
Crawford  in  the  starting  role,  Cuny  start- 
ing at  center  and  Tyson  Chandler  hold- 
ing down  the  fort  at  power  forward. 
Even  the  biggest  of  all  the  big  men. 


Shaquille  O’Neal,  is  impressed  with 
Cuny.  After  the  Lakers  lost  to  the  Bulls 
on  March  11,  Shaq  mentioned  that 
there  are  only  three  true  centers  in  the 
NBA;  himself,  Curry  and  Yao  Ming. 

With  the  departure  of  Krause  as 
general  manager,  team  owner  Jerry 
Reinsdorf  knew  that  he  would  need  to 
find  a suitable  replacement  The  search 
led  Reinsdorf  to  John  Paxson.  The 
three-time  NBA  champ  got  the  nod  as 
GM  of  the  Bulls  and  he  admits  that  he 
doesn’t  have  the  most  experience  for 
the  job,  but  he  will  use  the  personnel 
around  him  for  advice  until  he  gets  the 
hang  of  things. 

This  off-season  will  be  extremely 
interesting  for  the  Bulls.  Paxson  will 
be  responsible  for  the  draft,  and  he 
must  decide  what  to  do  with  players 
such  as  Jay  Williams  and  Marcus  Fizer. 
In  my  mind,  Jay  Williams  is  a great  tal- 
ent but  with  Crawford  showing  that 
he  has  what  it  takes,  Williams  is  ex- 
pendable. 

All  in  all,  Paxson  is  a good  fit.  He’s 
very  knowledgable,  and  he  knows  tal- 
ent when  he  secs  it.  But,  all  1 can  say  is 
that  he  is  no  Jerry  Krause.  And  with 
the  Baby  Bulls  emerging  as  future  all- 
stars, we  will  never  know  if  Krause’s 
“master  plan”  will  play  out  like  he  had 
hoped. 


Andy  Radek 


Andy  Radek,  a sophomore  outfielder  from  Yorkville  High  School,  has 
helped  to  lead  JJC’s  baseball  team  to  its  record  of  29-21  overall  and 
7-3  in  the  North  Central  Community  College  Conference  (N4C). 
With  a double,  two  RBI  and  two  runs  scored,  he  helped  to  shut  out 
Moraine  Valley  Community  College  on  April  24.  In  the  game  against 
South  Suburban  College  the  day  before,  Radek  had  a home  run,  two 
RBI  and  one  run  scored,  helping  the  Wolves  cruise  past  the  Bulldogs 
4-3.  Radek  plans  to  study  business  administration. 


By  David  Ashby 
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JJC  president  retires  in  2006 


On  Sepl.  11,  2003,  JJC  Presi- 
dent J.D.  Ross  made  the  announce- 
ment of  his  intended  retirement  af- 
ter his  contract  expires  on  June  30, 
2006.  He  has  been  president  of  the 
college  since  February  1999. 

Ross  advised  the  Board  of  Trust- 
ees of  his  intentions  at  a recent  meet- 
ing when  his  contract  was  extended, 
so  that  the  board  would  have  ample 
time  to  plan  and  look  for  a replace- 
ment. 

Initially,  a public  announcement 
was  not  going  to  be  made  until  closer 
to  the  date  of  retirement.  However, 
when  a reporter  requested  a copy  of 
Ross’  contract  containing  his 
planned  retirement,  Ross  decided  to 
make  the  announcement  to  the  cam- 
pus. 

“I  wanted  to  share  this  informa- 
tion with  you  through  internal  chan- 
nels rather  than  have  you  read  it  in 
the  local  newspaper,"  Ross  said 


President  J.D.  Ross.  File  photo, 
in  an  email  announcing  his  plans. 

“Most  of  you  know  my  commit- 
ment to  this  college  and  its  mission. 
You  may  be  assured  that  this  commit- 
ment will  not  waver — and  I will  con- 
tinue to  work  in  that  spirit  until  June 
30,2006." 

Ross  has  been  at  JJC  nearly  29 
years.  He  served  as  director  of  the  in- 
mate training  program,  associate  dean 
of  special  programs  and  vice  president 
of  academic  services  before  becoming 
president. 


Welcome  back, 
JJC  students! 
Blazer  is  your 
independent,  free 
student  publication. 


The  next 
Blazer  issue 
streets  Oct.  1 5 
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City  Center  campus 
welcomes  students 

Downtown  campus  starts  students’ 
semesters  off  in  a ‘special  way’ 


City  Center  Campus  welcomed 
JJC  students  to  the  Fall  2003  semester 
by  rolling  out  the  Welcome  Wagon 
during  the  first  week  of  classes. 

The  Welcome  Wagon  program, 
sponsored  by  Student  Activities,  in- 
cluded free  showing  of  movies,  food, 
games  and  more.  JJC  students  were 
very  excited  to  see  the  activities  that 
were  provided  for  them, 

“It  makes  me  proud  to  attend  a 
college  that  treats  their  students  in  a 
special  way  by  welcoming  them  on  the 
first  day  of  class,"  said  Linda  Kremm, 
a Sociology  290  student.  “Little  acts 
of  kindness  like  this  will  always  rein- 
force my  decision  to  continue  to 


come  back." 

Meerylee  Young,  another  JJC  stu- 
dent, expressed  similar  sentiments  re- 
garding City  Center  Campus  and  the 
Welcome  Wagon  program. 

"It  was  nice  to  have  a snack,  be- 
cause I usually  don't  have  time  to  grab 
anything  to  eat  before  class,"  Young 
said. 

City  Center  Campus  welcomes  all 
JJC  students  to  the  new  semester!  We 
will  continue  in  an  effort  to  foster  a 
welcoming  atmosphere  for  students 
throughout  the  year. 

Submitted  by  Patricia  Adaranyo, 
City  Center 
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New  equipment  for  JJC  police 


iy  Kevin  Milligan 

Students  and  faculty  may  begin  to 
notice  some  new  changes  around  the 
campus  this  semester.  For  the  first 
time,  the  Joliet  Junior  College  Police 
Department  will  be  patrolling  the  cam- 
pus armed.  In  addition  to  firearms, 
police  have  also  implemented  the  use 
of  a two-man  bike  patrol  to  provide  in- 
creased mobility  and  accessibility 
throughout  the  campus. 

These  changes  have  come  as  a re- 
sult of  an  external  study  conducted 
from  a collection  of  other  campus  po- 
lice consultants,  said  Pete  Comanda, 
chief  of  JJC  Police  Department.  The 
study  was  designed  to  assess  the  exist- 
ing police  force,  identify  areas  in  need 
of  enhancement,  and  help  reinforce 
those  areas.  Results  from  the  study 
were  submitted  to  an  internal  board 
comprised  of  various  JJC  department 
heads,  who  after  review  gave  their 
unanimous  recommendation  to  the  JJC 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  final  ap- 
proval. 

The  bike  patrols  began  on  June  25, 
while  the  vote  to  purchase  firearms  and 
commence  training  came  on  July  8, 
with  the  final  approval  on  Aug.  12. 

The  department  underwent  a rig- 
orous 40-hour  training  course  that  cov- 
ered a multitude  of  tasks  from  weapon 
familiarization  to  tactical  shooting 
drills,  Comanda  said.  The  bike  patrol 
officers  received  an  additional  32  hours 
of  training  in  a specialized  bike  pro- 


L/C  police  sport  their  latest  tool  of  security— firearms.  Photo  hy  Brian  Delaney, 
gram  administered  by  the  Joliet  Police  while  relearning  prior  skills  that  may 


Department.  There,  they  learned 
skills  such  as  traversing  staircases, 
tactical  dismounts  and  bike  safety. 
The  new  training  allowed  the  officers 
a valuable  opportunity  to  acquire 
new  skills 


have  become  rusty  due  to 

So  why  all  the  changes  all  of  a 
sudden? 

In  the  wake  of  violent  tragedies 
such  as  Columbine  and  Sept. II, 
American  people  have  been  forced  to 
become  more  aware  of  security  in  the 
areas  where  they  function.  While  most 
faculty,  students,  and  officers  feel  that 
the  campus  provides  a generally  safe 
environment,  the  police  feel  that  the 
addition  of  firearms  and  bike  patrols 
will  only  help  to  preserve  the  exist- 
ing sense  of  security,  while  also  act- 
ing as  a deterrent  to  future  tragedy. 

Comanda  also  cites  catalysts  for 
the  changes  in  his  department  as  a 
"general  progression  of  professional- 
ism," and  an  increase  in  the  urban- 
ization around  the  campus.  Comanda 
stated  that  there  was  a sense  of  frus- 
tration echoed  within  the  department 
in  the  past  that  officers  were  not  able 
to  perform  their  duties  to  the  fullest 
extent  without  the  proper  tools.  The 
decision  to  “become  proactive  instead 
of  reactive”  reflects  the  positive  atti- 
tude of  the  force  and  the  changes  that 
Comanda  has  helped  to  implement. 


While  the  overall  reactions  of 
both  students  and  faculty  arc  support- 
ive of  the  new  changes,  there  arc  still 
those  who  have  mixed  opinions.  Some 
arc  unaware  or  do  not  recognize  the 
campus  police  as  an  active  force,  but 
rather  a passive  security  service  with 
little  actual  authority.  Others  feel  that 
campus  police  are  not  taken  seriously 
because  the  students  do  not  take  the 
“junior  college”  experience  or  its 
safety  issues  seriously.  Still  others  in- 
sist that  the  introduction  of  weapons 
into  the  environment  will  only  pro- 
voke more  problems  instead  of  dis- 
courage them. 

Not  so,  Comanda  countered.  He 
believes  that  the  advantage  to  being 
unarmed  prior  to  the  fall  semester  al- 
lowed his  officers  a “variety  of  re- 
sponses” to  a given  situation,  and 
forced  a “greater  thought  process,"  in- 
stead of  automatically  relying  on  a 
firearm  to  neutralize  a problem.  It  is 
this,  Comanda  believes,  that  will  en- 
able his  staff  to  utilize  firearms  prop- 
erly in  the  line  of  duty. 

While  opinions  on  the  subject  of 
firearms  may  differ,  the  bike  patrols 
have  enjoyed  much  positive  response. 

Officer  Tommy  Barnes,  one  of  the 
bike  patrolmen,  feels  that  the  addition 
of  the  bike  patrols  has  a good  effect 
on  the  students. 

‘There  arc  times  when  I’m  riding 
that  I get  stopped  by  students  several 
times  just  to  talk,"  said  Bames.  He 
feels  that  the  bikes  give  a greater  feel- 
ing of  accessibility  to  the  students 
while  making  the  officers  more  ap- 
proachable and  personable. 

“Students  feel  less  intimidated  to 
talk  to  us  on  bikes  then  if  we  were  in 
cars,"  Bames  suggested. 

Barnes  agreed  that  the  elevated 
profile  amongst  the  student  population 
in  itself  may  prove  to  discourage 

The  bike  patrols  also  allow  offic- 
ers increased  access  to  points  around 
campus  which  a regular  squad  car  may 
have  difficulty  reaching. 

“We’ve  caught  people  doing 
things  back  in  the  nature  trails  on  our 
bikes  before  they  even  knew  it." 
Bames  recalled. 

As  the  school  year  progresses,  stu- 
dents and  faculty  can  enjoy  the  feel- 
ing of  security,  knowing  that  the  new 
changes  of  the  campus  police  will  help 
promote  an  image  of  competence  and 
professionalism  at  every  level. 
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NEWS  BRIEFS 

Fine  Arts  Music  Recital 
On  Sept.  24,  starting  at 
1 1 :00  am.  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Theater,  the  an  students 
will  be  having  a recital. 
This  event  will  be  open  to 
the  student  body  at  no 
charge. 

State  College  Fair 
On  Oct.  21.  JJC  will  be 
hosting  a State  College 
Fair.  Front  11  a.m.  -1  p.m. 
on  the  C and  D concourse. 
Private  Illinois  College 
and  University  Fair 

The  Multicultural 
Transfer  Center  will  be 
hosting  private  colleges 
and  universities  on  Oct. 

31,  front  11  a.m.-  1 p.m., 
on  the  C and  D concourse. 

JJC  alumnus  Aaron  L. 
Brule  received  his 
commission  as  a naval 
officer  after  completing 
Officer  Candidate  School 
at  Naval  Aviation  Schools 
Command,  Penasacola, 
Fla. 


BLAZER  VIEW 


The  day  probably  started  out  like 
any  other  day  for  students  of 
Dyersburg  State  Community  College. 
No  doubt  they  were  laughing  and 
talking  with  friends,  complaining 
about  homework  and  wishing  they 
didn’t  have  to  go  to  class  for  another 
boring  lecture,  even  as  they  made 
their  way  to  the  second  floor  class- 
room of  the  Eller  building. 

But  this  day  would  be  different. 
Instead  of  the  anticipated  lecture,  the 
students  and  their  teacher  were  taken 
hostage  in  their  own  classroom  by  a 
man  with  an  8mm  and  a knife  who 
barricaded  the  door. 

According  to  CNN.com,  the  hos- 
tage-laker was  26-year-old  Harold 
Kilpatrick,  Jr.,  who  was  neither  a stu- 
dent nor  an  employee  of  the  college. 
The  campus  was  evacuated,  and  the 
Dyersburg  Police  Special  Operations 
Response  Team  and  hostage  negotia- 
tion team  talked  to  Kilpatrick  through 
the  walls  of  the  classroom,  and  com- 
municated with  students  in  the  room 
via  cell  phones. 

As  the  evening  wore  on, 
Kilpatrick  ordered  pizza  and  sodas 
which  he  shared  with  the  hostages; 
but  his  mental  disparity  became  ap- 
parent when  he  claimed  that  he  was 


a member  of  A1  Qaeda.  A suicide  note 
was  discovered  at  his  sister’s  home, 
where  he  had  been  staying,  stating 
that  he  wanted  to  kill  himself  and  take 
some  people  with  him.  The  stand  off 
ended  when  Kilpatrick  began  firing 
rounds  into  the  room,  and  the  police 
entered  the  room,  opening  fire  and 
killing  Kilpatrick.  Two  of  the  hostages 
were  injured,  but  certainly  things 
could  have  been  much  worse. 


This  year,  for  the  first  time,  our 
campus  police  officers  are  carrying 
guns.  Some  people  may  see  this  as  a 
pointless  measure.  But  when  we  hear 
stories  like  this  one,  which  happened 
just  last  week  on  Sept.  18,  it’s 
reassuring  to  know  that  our  police 
force  is  armed  and  better  able  to  do 
their  job  of  keeping  the  campus 
secure. 

If  it  can  happen  in  Dyersburg, 
Tenn.,  it  can  happen  here.  Think  about 


it:  What’s  slopping  the  random 
demented  wacko  from  showing  up 
on  our  campus  and  putting  an  entire 
classroom  in  jeopardy? 

We  have  no  metal  detectors  at 
school.  We  aren’t  required  to  show  a 
student  I.D.  upon  entering  our  class- 
rooms. We  don’t  even  have  to  have 
parking  permits.  No  matter  how  many 
security  measures  arc  taken,  the  real 
bad  guys  will  still  slip  through  the 
cracks.  Besides,  adding  more  restric- 
tions for  students  in  good  standing 
seems  like  a formula  for  frustration 
rather  than  increased  security. 

One  possibility  would  be  to  have 
regularly  scheduled  drills  for  students, 
faculty,  and  college  employees.  These 
drills  could  simulate  various  emer- 
gency scenarios  and  prepare  all  of  us 
to  deal  with  potential  dangers  and 
threats  on  our  campus.  Another  op- 
tion might  be  having  training  seminars 
for  those  interested  in  learning  more 
about  how  to  prevent  or  respond  to 
emergencies. 

We  can  hope  that  we  never  have 
to  encounter  an  armed  madman  in  our 
classrooms,  but  even  in  less  alarming 
situations  we  can  all  work  together  to 
make  this  campus  a safe  place. 


QUIT  COMPLAINING!  GET  INVOLVED! 


By  Christine  O’Brien 

Did  you  ever  wonder  if  your  opin- 
ions would  ever  matter  or  even  count? 
When  you  and  your  friends  are  gos- 
siping or  studying  in  the  cafeteria  and 
you  tell  them  how  you  are  so  sick  of 
the  same  old  food  served  here  all  the 
lime,  do  they  march  up  to  the  lunch 
ladies  and  complain  about  it?  What  if 
there  was  someone  right  here  at  Joliet 


Junior  College  that  did  care  and  would 
do  something  about  it?  A group  of 
students  who  do  listen  whether  they 
can  help  or  not?  Our  student 
government  is  that  group  of  devoted 
individuals  working  hard  to  better  our 
community. 

“Our  goal  is  to  do  what  is  best  for 
the  students,"  says  Michelle  Lorenzen 
the  vice-president  of  the  student  gov- 
ernment. “We  are  the  link 
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between  students  and  faculty." 

The  student  government  meets 
once  a month,  every  Thursday  at  3 p.m. 
on  the  bridge  in  room  H-I0I6.  Every- 
one is  invited  to  attend  these  meetings. 
The  basic  objective  of  student  govern- 
ment is  to  be  here  for  you,  the  students, 
the  faculty,  our  school,  our  community. 
They  may  not  have  all  the  answers  to 
your  questions  or  may  not  be  able  to 
solve  all  of  your  problems  or  fix  all  of 
your  complaints,  but  they  are  dedi- 
cated to  help  and  at  the  very  least,  con- 
nect you  to  where  you  need  to  go. 


“We  c< 

n make  things  happen 

here  a 

JJC,  and  if  the  student 

body  has  opinions  on  what’s 

going 

n here,  we’d  like  to 

hear  it.” 

— Drew  Duzinskas 

A huge  time  commitment  is  defi- 
nitely involved  for  our  peers  on  the  stu- 
dent government.  It  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  active  groups  related  to  stu- 
dent activities  at  JJC.  So  why  would 
someone  want  to  dedicate  so  much  time 
and  effort  into  an  activity  at  school? 

“We  go  all  over  the  state,  not  just 
here  at  the  school.  I’m  also  learning 


how  government  and  leadership  work,” 
explains  Drew  Duzinskas,  who  has 
been  the  Student  Trustee  since  he  was 
elected  last  May. 

Duzinskas  says  he  has  experienced 
a lot  through  his  involvement  with  stu- 
dent government  and  wants  everyone 
else  to  understand  things  that  he  has 
learned. 

“We  can  make  things  happen  here 
at  JJC,  and  if  the  student  body  has  opin- 
ions on  what's  going  on  here,  we'd  like 
to  hear  it,”  Duzinskas  says. 

“Organizations  like  student  gov- 
ernment are  here  to  help  people  under- 
stand, that  if  you  have  a problem  with 
the  way  things  are  being  done,  the  only 
thing  stopping  you  from  changing  them 
is  a lack  of  involvement  and  interest, 
not  just  here  at  JJC,  but  everywhere. 
That’s  what  we’re  trying  to  remind 
people.” 

So  quit  complaining  and  do  some- 
thing about  it-things  can’t  fix  them- 
selves. Get  involved  and  voice  your 
opinion  to  student  government.  After 
all,  Duzinskas  says  that  the  basic  motto 
for  student  government  is,  “If  we  can' t 
give  you  what  you  are  looking  for,  we 
can  help  you  find  it.” 
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Tuition  increases  in  response  to  tight  budget 


By  Maria  Zamudio 

The  growth  in  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege is  evident,  as  well  as  the  increase 
in  the  tuition.  But  where  is  the  money 
going?  Should  we  anticipate  more  in- 
creases in  the  near  future? 

JJC  is  the  oldest  community  col- 
lege in  the  United  States.  It’s  been  run- 
ning since  1901  until  the  present.  It  is 
hard  to  maintain  an  old  campus.  Along 
with  the  growth,  the  college  is  experi- 
encing serious  state  education 


funding  cuts.  There  were  two  failed 
referenda  from  last  year  which  made 
the  situation  worse. 

In  response  to  state  cuts  and  in 
an  effort  to  identify  more  money  to 
deal  with  deferred  maintenance  on 
campus,  the  Board  of  Trustees  recently 
voted  to  increase  tuition  by  $2  per 
credit  hour,  to  increase  the  technol- 
ogy fee  by  50  cents  and  to  add  a new 
S2  per  credit  hour  Capital  Assessment 
Fee.  This  Capital  Assessment  Fee 


will  be  used  exclusively  to  deal  with 
maintenance  issues.  Some  of  the 
departments  on  campus  also  suffered 
some  cuts  this  school  year. 

These  measures  helped  the  col- 
lege to  reduce  the  budget  by  about 
$500,000  and  also  restructure  the 
staff’s  health  insurance  program  to 
help  save  the  college  $250,000.  The 
college  also  continues  with  a long  list 
of  deferred  maintenance  projects.  At 
the  August  Board  of  Trustees 


meeting,  board  members  agreed  to 
issue  up  to  $9.7  million  in  debt 
certificates  to  help  finance  a plan  to 
complete  $25.8  million  of 
maintenance  and  repair  issues. 
Repayment  for  these  debt  certificates 
will  come  from  our  operation  and 
maintenance  fund,  and  will  be  made 
over  a 10-year  period.  The  items 
scheduled  for  repair  include 
elevators,  heating,  cooling  and 
roofing  systems. 


In  reference  to  new  referendum  to 
help  aid  some  of  the  maintenance 
expenses,  the  faculty  is  trying  to 
push  a new  proposal  to  get  a new 
referendum  out  in  the  community. 
Unfortunately  the  referendum  will 
not  be  out  any  time  soon. 

Although  JJC  increased  the  tu- 
ition fees,  many  believe  thut  this  col- 
lege is  still  very  affordable;  and  the 
money  is  going  back  to  the  college  for 
repairs  and  maintenance. 


New  office  of 
Minority  Student 
Affairs  now  open 


By  Rocio  Zamudio 

Joliet  Junior  College  established 
a new  office  in  March,  designed  to 
enrich  the  college  experience  for  mi- 
nority students  and  their  families. 

The  Office  of  Minority  Student 
Affairs’  Peer  Mentoring  and  Leader- 
ship Program  provides  incoming  or 
transfer  students  with  resources  and 
services  designed  to  develop  student's 
academic  performance,  leadership  de- 
velopment, service  learning  as  well  as 
cultural  exploration. 

The  Peer  Mentor  and  Leadership 
Program,  retention  initiative  created 
by  the  OMSA  in  close  collaboration 
with  the  Counseling  Department 
(Project  Success),  is  a creative  program 
that  provides  students  with  resources 
and  services  available  on  campus,  giv- 
ing students  various  options  to  reach 
their  maximum  potential. 

The  Peer  Mentor  and  Leadership 
Program  connects  students  with  a Peer 
Mentor,  an  existing  minority  student 
who  has  excellent  academic  standing 
with  personal  persistent  and  leadership 
skills  at  the  College.  Students  are 
matched  with  their  Peer  Mentors  ac- 
cording to  their  academic,  personal, 
and  social  interests.  This  year,  10  mi- 
nority students  currently  enrolled  at 
the  College  were  selected  to  serve  as 
Peer  Mentors. 

The  2003-2004  Peer  Mentors  are 
Macbeth  Cruz,  Tsungai  Mundombiro, 
Jude  Registre,  Renee  Rivera,  Lavera 
Sanders,  Rebecca  Torres,  LaTasha 
Traylor,  LeTesha  Traylor,  Maria 
Zamudio  and  Rocio  Zamudio. 

To  better  prepare  students  serv- 
ings as  mentors  they  were  required  to 
attend  a 10-hour  training  program 
with  workshops  covering  topics  on  Ef- 
fective Learning  Skills,  Conflict  Reso- 
lution. Time  Management  and  Diver- 
sity 101. 

The  role  of  the  Peer  Mentors  is  to 
serve  as  a supportive  resource  to  stu- 
dents working  in  combination  with  the 
different  assets  in  and  outside  JJC. 
OMSA  works  not  only  with  Project 
Achieve  but  also  with  other  student  and 
programs  such  as  ENLACE. 

Yolanda  Isaacs,  director  of  OMSA 
has  a long  history  of  working  with  stu- 
dents. She  has  been  working  for  10 
years  as  an  advocate  for  students,  a 
resource  for  faculty  members,  and  has 
taught  classes  at  DePaul  University. 
She  has  also  been  a graduate  assistant 
for  residence  life  at  the  University  of 
Illinois  at  Chicago  for  three  years,  and 
area  coordinator  and  assistant  dean  of 
students  at  DePaul  University. 

Isaacs  is  currently  working  on  her 
doctoral  degree  in  education  from 
DePaul  University.  Please  visit  the  of- 
fice of  Minority  Student  Affairs  at  the 
Main  Campus,  room  D-1008. 

Yolanda  Isaacs  may  be  reached  at 
(815)  280-6688. 


'Going  to  college  is  easy  when 


the  right  people  are  in  your  corner 


The  partnership  between  BR0WNSM  and  Joliet  Junior  College 


•-r? 


puts  me  at  the  head  of  the  class." 


% 


Earn 


Learn 


Get  as  much  as 

$23,000*  m 

College  Financial  Assistance 


WHAT  CAN  BROWN  DO  FOR  YOU?5" 


At  UPS,  we  understand  the  value  of  helping  our  student  employees  get  the 
most  out  of  work  as  well  as  their  education.  Which  Is  why  we  partner  with 
various  colleges  and  universities  to  deliver  a complete  package  of 
opportunity.  You  see,  with  the  UPS  Earn  and  learn*  Program,  we  provide  you 
with  not  only  a great  job  but  financial  assistance  to  help  you  cover  tuition, 
books  and  fees.  That  way  you  can  concentrate  on  the  important  stuff,  like 
acing  that  Econ  exam. 


PART-TIME  PACKAGE  HANDLERS 

• Earn  S8.S0  per  hour,  with  increases  of 
50C  after  90  days  and  S0C  after  one  year 

• Consistent  Work  Schedule 

• Paid  Vacations 

• Weekly  Paychecks 

• Weekends  6 Holidays  Off 

■ Excellent  Benefits  (Medical/Dental/Life/401  k) 


•Program  guidelines  apply 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


To  learn  more  about  the  Part-Time  Package  Handler  Opportunities 
and  the  UPS  Earn  and  team*  Program  at  Joliet  Junior  College, 
contact  lewis  Strange  at: 

708-387-4884  ext.  5435 
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Mardi  Gras  2003  descends  on  JJC  Main  Street 


By  Traci  Rader 

Mardi  Gras  filled  the  halls  of  JJC 
on  Sept  17  and  18.  Mainstrect  once 
again  made  an  awesome  kickoff  with 
this  year’s  theme,  Mardi  Gras.  This 
annual  event  brought  to  you  by  the 
Student  Activities  Office  gives  stu- 
dents a chance  to  see  all  the  extra  ac- 
tivities that  are  available  to  them. 


Students  check  out  the  variety  of  clubs  and 
organizations  at  Mardi  Gras  2003. 


Libby  and  Pierre  display  their  photos  of  their 
artwork  hot  out  of  the  kiln. 


The  Vet  Tech  club  members  Tom  Guild.  Brande 
Maas  and  Rebecca  Britz  show  off  man 's  best 
friend,  Zeus. 


also  visit  the  OSA  office,  JJC 
website  or  checkout  you  monthly 
calendar  for  upcoming  news  on 
activities  and  clubs. 


There's  a club  for  everyone  at  JJC. 
Mainstrect  provided  information  on 
clubs,  career  related  organizations, 
special  interest  groups,  honorary 
organizations  and  some 
departmental  information.  Students 
had  a chance  to  meet  sponsors  and 
chat  with  other  members  to  get 


acquainted  with  others  who  have 
same  interests.  The  Student 
Activities  Office  treated  students  to 
refreshments,  giveaways,  Mardi 
Gras  beads  and  masks.  During  the 
two-day  Mainstrect  event,  students 
were  also  able  to  participate  in  a 
game  by  visiting  at  least  ten 


different  clubs  or  organization  tables 
to  qualify  for  door  prizes,  T-shirts, 
gift  certificates  and  phone  cards.  If 
you  happened  to  miss  this  two-day 
celebration,  contact  Pam  Dilday  at 
(815)  280-2202  in  the  Office  of 
Student  Activities  to  get  information 
on  what’s  available  to  you.  You  can 
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Thank  You  flC  Students! 


The  Historic 
(Renaissance  Center 
in  Joliet’s  City  Center 
presents  its  first  lOLIET 

Bridal  Expo 
Sunday,  September  28,  2003 
12:00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

Bridal  Show 

3:00  p.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Tickets  purchased  in  advance  ore 
Call  Susan  Stockwell  at  (815)  280^40^ 

214  North  Ottawa  Street  • Joliet,  Illinois  tj(.>432 

Our  Champagne  Brunch  with  selected  Hems  from  our  banquet  menu  will  bq  featured 


For  Reservations  call  Sarah  at  (815)  280-1443 


Why 

Joliet  Textbooks? 

• Cash  For  Your  Books 

• Easy  Parking 

• Easy  Return  Policy 

• Less  Crowded 

• Greater  Book  Buy  Back 
• FREE  Gift  Just  For  Conning  In 


Whether  you're  buying  or 
selling,  see  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 

Your  Off-Campus  Book  Store 

^TEXTBOOKS 

1106  Houbolt  Road  • Joliet 
Across  The  Street  From 
The  JJC  Main  Entrance 

815.773.1800 

www.jojotextbooks.com 


At  OeVry  University,  you  can  get 
a Bachelor's  Oegree  on  your  terms. 
Classes  are  offered  days,  nights, 
weekends  and  online  at  locations 
convenient  to  where  you  live  or  work. 

Our  goal  at  OeVry  is  to  give  you  the 
education,  skills  and  confidence  you 
need  to  reach  your  career  potential. 

DeVry  V7 

University 

O MOJ  QrtfY  JcaUM  t»  rt**  lnr-rfl  Cams  in 
»-d  • «<■■!»  a r»  km  Ore*  JO  K iCtum 


Joliet  Junior  College  lias  a broad  variety  of  extracurricular  clubs  for  students  to  join. 

From  culinary  arts  to  clog  dancing,  from  speech  to  sports  teams,  round  out  your  college  life  by  joining  a club! 


ARTS  & ENTERTAINMENT 
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JJC 

by  Brian  Delaney,  Co-Editor 

When  a problem  arises,  I take  it 
upon  myself  to  come  up  with  the  best 
possible  solution  through  a rigorous 
scientific  process  of  trial  and  error.  My 
latest  dilemma  that  I have  been  debat- 
ing over  is  Joliet  Junior  College,  as  a 
whole.  Everywhere  I look,  I hear 
people  bitching  about  anything  and 
everything.  For  example,  try  sitting  in 
the  cafeteria  during  lunch  and  eaves- 
drop on  what  people  are  complaining 
about.  It’s  always  the  same  stuff  over 
and  over:  “My  lunch  costs  too  much.” 

“I  can’t  find  a parking  spot."  “My 
teacher  is  gay."  “My  fat  ass  is  huge." 
Now  if  I didn't  know  any  better,  I 
would  say  that  students  and  faculty 
spend  what  little  free  time  they  have 
during  their  breaks  complaining  about 
JJC  and  such  related  issues.  Destruc- 
tive criticism  is  a very  dangerous  and 
degenerating  problem.  The  human 
brain  cannot  function  properly  in  an 
environment  that  subjects  it  to  continu- 
ous negativity.  Thus,  performance  lev- 
els of  both  students  and  staff  alike  are 
below  average  due  to  this  pessimistic 
bombardment  around  the  campus.  That 
is  the  problem  at  hand  for  this  issue. 
My  solution  entails  a broad  range  of 
tactics  to  eliminate  all  congenital  de- 
fects, both  physical  and  mental  at  Joliet 
Junior  College  campuses. 

Let’s  set  aside  the  technical  jar- 
gon, because  to  be  honest,  I don’t  have 
any  idea  as  to  what  I’m  talking  about. 
What  I do  have  is  a lot  of  ideas-  they're 
not  necessary  good  ideas-  but  that 
doesn’t  matter  right  now.  It  is  quite 
obvious  that  most  of  the  valid  com- 
plaints about  JJC  involve  something  to 
do  with  insufficient  funds  or  something 
related  to  that  matter,  right?  So  if  JJC 
were  to  sell  out  to  big  money  corpora- 
tions, all  troubles  should  go  away, 
right? 

WRONG! 

Despite  my  thinking  being  wrong, 
the  long  range  goal  of  my  plan  is  to 
entirely  eliminate  all  complaints 
throughout  the  entire  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege district.  There  will  be  no  more 
need  to  whine  about  the  book  store  rip- 
ping you  off,  or  that  bottles  of  pop  are 
over-priced.  It  sounds  impossible  to 
remove  all  discrepancies  in  such  a 
large  system,  but  if  my  three  pronged 
plan  of  attack  is  administered  correctly, 
all  problems  will  be  solved. 

By  now,  you  are  probably  asking 
what  is  this  great  big  plan  of  mine?  It’s 
quite  simple  and  I’m  insulted  that  no 
one  else  thought  of  doing  this  earlier. 
It’s  very  similar  to  what  Comiskey 
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should  seriously  sell-out 


Park  did  when  they  sold  out  to  U.S. 
Cellular.  The  main  idea  is  to  have 
various  corporations  come  through 
the  campus  and  divide  up  the 
property  and  buy  it  out.  And  when  1 
say  buy  out,  I mean  the  entire 
building  becomes  property  of  that 
company,  and  they  will  sponsor  the 
selected  area  they  bid  on. 

For  example,  the  J Building 
would  be  renamed  to  the  Bud  Lite 
Building.  The  C Building  could  be 
sold  to  Pepsi,  and  so  on.  Of  course, 
which  ever  corporation  owns  the 
building;  they  have  exclusive  rights  to 
advertise  wherever  they  please. 

“Money  is  not  only  the  root  of  all 
evil,  it’s  also  a source  of  wealth,"  com- 
mented a student  walking  from  Cen- 
tennial Commons. 

Although  the  idea  of  having  JJC 
sell  out  to  whoever  has  the  most  money 
sounds  like  a bad  idea,  it  would  cer- 
tainly remove  the  current  version  of 
communism  that  has  been  installed 
upon  us.  As  soon  as  these  big  corpo- 
rations start  pumping  their  money  into 
the  school,  it  will  be  the  best  junior 
college  in  the  county,  and  maybe  even 
the  state.  While  drafting  up  the  pos- 
sible corporate  budget  for  JJC,  I took 
the  liberty  of  using  fancy  Adobe  soft- 
ware to  generate  my  own  artistic  con- 
ception of  how  the  school  could  pos- 
sibly look.  See  figures  2b  and  3b. 

Look  at  it  this  way,  with  an  un- 
limited cash  flow  provided  to  the 
school,  a multitude  of  things  could  and 
would  happen,  thus  greatening  the  well 
being  of  everyone.  No  longer  will  we 
have  to  depend  on  endless  referendums 
and  tax  payer  money  to  pay  for  build- 
ing expansions  and  new  parking  lots. 
Plus,  tuition  rates  would  probably  drop 
so  low,  you  could  attend  for  free.  Pat 
Morita  was  unavailable  to  comment  on 
the  possibility  of  a free  tuition. 

When  various  students  were  asked 
about  the  latest  idea  to  sell  out,  a few 
negative  points  were  established. 

“Who  in  the  hell  wants  to  go  to 
die  only  junior  college  in  the  country 
that  relies  on  big  money  corporations 
to  bail  them  out?”  commented  a pessi- 
mistic know-it-all. 

“It  is  the  darkest  hour  right  before 
dusk,"  stated  resident  DJ  Stealth. 

"I  don’t  dunk  any  job  would  hire 
me  with  “Bud  Lite  Junior  College"  on 
my  resume.  Well  maybe  if  I want  to 
drive  a beer  truck,”  said  Trucker  Dan. 

All  in  all.  corporate  sponsorship 
is  just  one  possible  idea  to  end  the  cur- 
rent Juco  Poverty  Performance  Fron- 
tier. According  to  my  studies,  when 
compared  to  the  quantity  supplied 


To  The  JJC  Students,  Faculty,  and  Staff 

^tiank  You, 


from  Your  JJC  Bookstore 


Your  One  Stop  Source  for  All  Your  Books 
And  Course  Supplies,  As  Well  As  Candy,  Snacks,  Gift 
Ideas,  JJC  Imprinted  Clothing,  Book  Bags,  and  More! 


Located  in  J /Building  Across  from  the  Service  Center  and  Registration 

Don  }t  Forget  -The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  Day! 


versus  the  quantity  demanded,  the 
graph  would  look  something  similar 
to  figure  la.  (see  graph  below  left) 
After  studying  the  data,  it  can  be 
determined  that  I did  not  pay 
attention  in  economics.  Just 
kidding,  Cliff! 

In  short,  I have  presented  enough 
cold,  hard  facts  in  the  hope  that  some 
day,  my  dream  of  big  money  monopo- 
lies owning  our  schools  will  actually 
happen.  One  could  only  hope  for  such 
a fantasy  to  come  true. 


A vision  such  as  that  illustrated  (right ) 
could  only  be  achieved  by  the  generous 
corporate  sponsorship  that  Joliet  Junior 
College  should  open  itself  up  to. 

Artist's  conception  by  Brian  Delaney. 
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THE  CENTER.  FOR.  REPRODUCTIVE  HEALTH 
IS  LOOKING  FOR  WOMEN  WHO  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  GIVING  THE 

“GIFT  OF  LIFE" 

TO  PATIENTS  EXPERIENCING  INFERTILITY 


Resource 


IF  YOU  ARE  A WOMAN  WHO: 

9 IS  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  OF  2 1-32  YEARS  OLD? 

2 IS  A NON-SMOKER  7 
5 HAS  REGULAR  MENSES  ? 

YOU  MAY  BE  ELIGIBLE  TO  BE  COMPENSATED  FOR  YOUR  GIFT. 


YOU  MAY  CONTACT  US  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  BY: 

PHONE:  MS.  RONA  HUNTER,  RN  <9 
1 -630-262-9980 
OR 

EMAIL:  CRHJOLIETdATTGLOBAL.NET 


Center  lax  Reproductive  Healtli  SC 
Joliet  IVF,  LLC 


2240WeherR<L 
CiMtHilUL 60435 
813-72M101 

rvww.crhlvfjf.gni 


1703 South  St,  StaD 
Geaere.IL  00134 
030-262-9080 
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Book  Review:  Everything  is  Illuminated 


Cabin  Fever  ‘kicks  major  feverish  ass’ 


By  John  Ferrari 

Everything  is  Illuminated  is  the 
painfully  humorous  effort  of  first-time 
author  Jonathan  Safran  Foer.  It  is  pain- 
ful since  so  much  of  the  humor  stems 
from  such  unfunny  subjects  as  anti- 
Semitism,  Jewish  oppression,  and  pov- 
erty. The  novel  follows  the  journey 


of  the  author  through  both  the 
fictionalized  past  and  modem  day 
Ukraine. 

Along  for  the  ride  is  a translator 
with  broken  English  skills,  Alex;  a 
driver  haunted  by  the  war;  and  the 
driver's  insane  seeing-eye  dog  dubbed 
“Sammy  Davis  Junior,  Junior." 

This  delectable  treat  of  a novel  is 
not,  however,  smooth  or  consistent. 
Rather,  it  is  three  separate  narratives 
divided  and  layered  upon  one  another. 

Much  of  the  book  is  narrated  by 
Alex,  whose  English  resembles  that 
of  Boris  and  Natasha.  In  other  hands 
Alex  could  easily  have  been  a flat,  un- 
inspired character;  yet  Foer  was  able 
to  create  a multifaceted  personality. 
Alex  never  becomes  a caricature.  In- 
deed, Alex's  creative  phrasing  only 
adds  to  the  humor  and  charm  of  the 
novel.  His  shaky  English  lets  the 
reader  see  right  through  his  sometimes 
dishonest  ways;  and  every  so  often 
Alex  will  strong-arm  the  reader  into 


reflection  about  America  and  our 

values. 

The  other  half  of  the  novel  takes 
the  reader  to  a Jewish  village  in  the 
late  1700s,  which  serves  as  the  home 
of  Foer’s  Fictionalized  great-great- 
great-great  grandmother.  Told  as  folk- 
lore, this  second  tale  serves  only  to 
complement  the  main  storyline,  add- 
ing warmth  to  the  saga  and  its  char- 
acters. Dark  clouds  of  past  misdeeds 
and  guilt  often  hide  behind  the  humor, 
but  this  darkness  never  overcomes  the 
stream  of  hope  which  runs  through  the 
entire  work. 

Everything  is  Illuminated  is,  as 
Alex  would  put  it,  “a  truly  premium” 
novel.  With  dark  humor  on  a level  not 
often  found  outside  of  Kurt  Vonnegut, 
Foer  has  succeeded  in  crafting  a beau- 
tiful tale  that  will  make  you  both  laugh 
and  reflect.  Save  this  book  until  you 
have  time  to  savor  every  creative  turn 
of  phrase  and  twist  in  plot,  because  it 
is  well  worth  the  effort. 


Dude's  Pickle  O’  the  Month: 
Cabin  Fever 

By  Dude  Hollowhorne 

This  movie  kicked  some  major 
feverish  ass.  And  I'm  not  just  say- 
ing that  to  be  cool.  It  seriously  rocks, 
dudes.  I mean,  like,  hard  core  ass 
kickin'  fever  rash  good.  I haven't 
seen  a movie  so  damn  bad-ass  since 
The  Godfather  Part  III.  I mean  se- 
riously, what  the  hell  else  compares 
to  it?  Well  I change  my  mind,  1 kind 
of  thought  Terminator  3 was  about 
the  coolest  thing  on  film  that  I’ve 
ever  seen.  But,  it  comes  to  a close 
race  when  putting  it  up  against  Os- 
car- Nominee-worthy  Cabin  Fever. 
I can't  think  of  another  movie  with 
such  cinematic  brilliancy.  Did  I 
mention  I like  Cabin  Fever' ? Check 
out  this  hi-tech  motion  video  still 
[right]  image  I ripped  off  the  internet 


Nasty  special  effects! 
Photo  by  Lion's  Gale  Films. 


if  you  still  don’t  believe  me!  All 
the  chicks  in  this  movie  are 
feverishly  hot,  too!  And  one  dude 
is  drunk  through  the  entire 
movie.  Funny  stuff!  So  if  you 
need  a good  laugh  and  if  your 
girlfriend  needs  a good  scream, 
go  see  Cabin  Fever  as  soon  ass 
possible.  Rock  on.  brother! 


FINALLY,  WINDY  CITY  CHECKING 

THAT  DOESN’T  BLOW 


We  re  Washington  Mutual  and  we're  blowing  into  Chicago  with  a Free  Checking 
account  that  truly  is  free.  That  means  no  monthly  fee  no  matter  what  your  balance, 
no  direct  deposit  requirement,  and  no  charge  to  talk  to  a telephone  banker.  It’s 
a checking  account  with  no  hidden  fees,  period.  To  open  your  truly  Free  Checking 
account,  call  1-800-788-7000,  or  visit  any  Washington  Mutual  Financial  Center. 


NO  OIRECT  DEPOSIT  REQUIREMENT 
NO  PER-CHECK  CHARGES 
VISA*  CHECK  CARD  WITH  NO  ANNUAL  FEE 


Q|  Washington  Mutual 

MORE  HUMAN  INTEREST.' 


CD  Review 
Bouncing 
Souls: 
Anchors 
A weigh 


By  David  Cummings 


It’s  smooth  sailing  for  the  Bounc- 
ing Souls  with  the  release  of  their  lat- 
est album.  Anchors  Aweigh,  which  set 
sail  on  Aug.  25, 2003.  The  journey  for 
the  Souls  seemed  like  a rough  one,  but 
this  album  proves  that  there  are  better 
days  ahead. 

The  heartfelt,  16-track  CD  has  a 
little  something  for  everyone,  even  if 
you’re  not  into  the  whole  punk  rock 
scene.  Many  if  not  all  of  us  can  see 
eye  to  eye  with  the  Souls  based  on  per- 
sonal experiences  in  our  lives. 

You’ll  find  the  words  you  were 
looking  for  when  your  girlfriend  or 
boyfriend  just  decided  that  they  were 
going  to  leave  you  without  saying  a 
word.  Great  comfort  awaits  those  that 
try  so  hard  to  be  a part  of  a group,  not 
realizing  that  we’re  never  alone  be- 
cause we  are  all  a part  of  life.  If  you’re 
bummed  about  your  best  friend  mov- 
ing away  to  college  or  maybe  they 
moved  on  to  a better  place,  sing  along 
with  the  Bouncing  Souls  and  remi- 
nisce about  the  best  times  you’ve  had 
together. 

Energetic  riffs,  funky  bass  lines, 
and  just  all-out  kick-ass  drumming 
make  up  the  backbone  of  this  album. 
Anchors  Aweigh  goes  from  hardcore 
to  slowed  down  pop  punk,  and  the  only 
thing  it  lacks  is  a mediocre  song. 

The  disc  itself  is  an  enhanced  CD 
featuring  behind  the  scenes  footage 
and  a music  video  for  "Kids  and  He- 
roes.” If  that’s  not  enough  Bouncing 
Souls  for  you,  check  out  other  titles 
by  the  Souls  from  Epitaph  Records  and 
Chunksaah  Records. 
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Fall  filled  with  Oscar  bait;  Matrix, 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

They  turn  a bright  golden  yellow 
and  a rich  scarlet  red.  Gently  falling, 
the  leaves  float  as  if  gravity  does  not 
exist. 

Okay,  so  I'm  no  Walt  Whitman, 
but  fall  can  be  a beautiful  time,  espe- 
cially for  movies.  The  films  contained 
within  the  autumn  of  2003  are  no  ex- 
ception. Trilogies  will  come  to  a dra- 
matic and  climatic  end  and  just  like  all 
years  during  this  time,  there  will  be 
plenty  of  Oscar  bait.  Without  further 
ado,  shall  we  move  on? 

September  is  filled  with  action  and 
Oscar  worthy  films.  First,  Matchstick 
Men  (opened  Sept.  12)  is  the  first  film 
to  create  plenty  of  inside  buzz  in  terms 
of  Academy  Award  consideration. 
Nicolas  Cage  stars  as  a con  artist  who 
has  two  problems:  one — he  is  obses- 
sive compulsive  and  two — right  before 
a big  job,  his  estranged  daughter 
shows  up.  Directed  by  Ridley  Scott  and 
with  great  supporting  actor  Sam 
Rockwell  in  tow  this  flick  appears  to 
be  one  of  the  highest  of  quality.  On 
Sept.  19,  the  film  that  I for  some 


reason,  look  forward  to  is  the  Bram 
Stoker  version,  if  you  will,  of  Romeo 
& Juliet.  Underworld  has  Kate 
Beckinsdale  as  Selene,  a — get  this — 
vampire  who  hunts  down  and  kills 
the  lycen,  which  is  a fancy  word  for 
werewolves.  Yes,  werewolves. 
Vampires  are  the  aristocratic,  almost 
respectable  immortals,  while 
werewolves  are  the  continually 
spawning,  lower  class  perpetual 
beings.  Selene  falls  in  love  with  a 
lovely  human  that  just  happens  to  be 
a werewolf.  Shakespeare  ain’t  got 
nothing  on  this  flick. 

October  brings  us  equally  notable 
projects  on  tap.  On  Oct.  3,  three  flicks 
of  note  are  released — two  possible 
Oscar  contenders  and  one  funnyman’s 
solo  venture.  Out  of  Time  with  Denzel 
Washington  and  The  Human  Stain  with 
Anthony  Hopkins  and  Nicole  Kidman 
are  the  Oscar  bait.  School  of  Rock, 
with  Jack  Black,  is  the  comedy.  Boy, 
those  few  sentences  were  plain 
enough,  don't  you  think?  Anyways, 
Oct.  10  has  Clint  Eastwood’s  return  to 
directing  with  Mystic  River,  which  is 
gamering  considerable  attention  for 
star  Sean  Penn.  Also,  Quentin 
Tarantino  returns  with  his  long-waited 
Kill  Bill:  Volume  1 . Yes,  there  will  be 
a second  volume,  only  if  people  go  see 
the  first.  Apparently,  the  rumor  is  that 
Tarantino  really  felt  that  he  didn’t  need 
to  cut  the  footage  and  edit  it  into  one 
flick,  so  he  and  Miramax  head  Harvey 
Weinstein  agreed  to  split  it  into  two  90- 
films.  It’s  a risk  but  plenty  of  people 
will  go  to  see  it,  even  if  they're  a bit 
away  from  Quentin's.  On  Oct.  17, 


iiber-independent  film  distributor 
Lions  Gate  Films  releases 
Wonderland,  which  stars  Val  Kilmer 
as  pom  star  John  Holmes  (the  man 
who  inspired  Dirk  Diggler  in  Boogie 
Nights)  in  a semi-biographical  film 
on  Holmes  that  centers  on  his 
connection  to  the  infamous 
Wonderland  Murders.  Kate 
Bosworth  (Blue  Crush)  and  Lisa 
Kudrow  play  Holmes'  lover  and  wife 
respectively.  Word  has  it  that  Kilmer 
got  so  wrapped  up  and  involved  as 
his  character  that  people  almost 
became  sick  standing  around  him. 
November  7th  will  be  the  end  of  the 
matrices.  Matrix:  Revolutions  wraps 
up  Neo  & Co.'s  fight  against  the 
machines.  The  majority  of  this  film 
will  take  place  in  the  real  world,  or 
as  Morpheus  called  it  in  the  first 
Matrix,  "The  desert  of  real.”  Despite 
people  being  turned  off  by  Reloaded, 
Revolutions  will  still  be  a hit  and 
will  gamer  the  green.  Going  up 
against  Revolutions,  Will  Ferrell 
stars  as  a grown  man  who  was 
abandoned  as  a child  and  saved  by 
none  other  than  Santa  Claus  in  Elf. 
The  trailer  for  the  flick  is  hilarious. 
Check  this  one  out.  On  Nov.  14, 
Russell  Crowe  returns  to  action  form 
with  Master  & Commander:  The  Far 
Side  of  the  World,  an  adaptation  of 
author  Patrick  O'Brian’s  historical 
novels  about  the  19th  century  British 
Navy.  Despite  Hardcore  O' Brian 
fans  up  in  amis  over  such  things  as 
the  story,  to  the  casting  of  Crowe, 
this  looks  promising  and  could  be 
the  new  Gladiator  for  Crowe.  Also 
on  the  14th,  Bugs  Bunny  and  friends 
return  without  Michael  Jordan  in 
Looney  Times:  Back  in  Action.  Yes, 

I do  plan  on  seeing  this  because  1 
grew  up  watching  Looney  Tunes  on 
ABC  every  Saturday  morning,  even 
though  they  were  40-50  years  old. 

Go  see  it,  you  moron.  Mike  Myers 
will  don  more  makeup  this 
Thanksgiving.  No.  not  as  Fat 
Bastard,  but  as  the  beloved  Dr.  Seuss 
character.  The  Cat  in  the  Hal.  This 
is  a bit  of  a risk  considering  how  the 
Grinch  did.  And  this  is  an-even 
more  widely  recognized  and  liked 
Seussian  tale.  Nevertheless,  it  will 
make  something  the  Grinch  did, 
too — money.  There’s  yet  another 
Disney  attraction  lapped  to  be 
adapted  to  the  big  screen:  The 
Haunted  Mansion  stars  Eddie  "I 
need  a hit!”  Murphy  as  a workaholic 


Sam  Rockwell  helps  Nicholas  Cage  with  his  breathing  in  Matchstick  Men. 
Photo  from  Warner  Bros.  Pictures.  


Lord  of  the  Rings  end 


Keanu  kicks  some  ass  anil  takes  some  names  in  the  final  installment  of  The  Matrix 
trilogy.  Pholo  from  Warner  Bros.  Pictures. 


father  that  has  an  interview  at  the 
unlikeliest  of  places:  a haunted 
mansion.  Also  on  Nov.  28,  Big  Fish, 
the  latest  from  director  Tim  Burton, 
is  a film  that  I look  forward  to.  Billy 
Crudup  stars  as  a son  who  listens  to 
his  dying  father  (Albert  Finney)  tell 
his  baffling  life  story.  Ewan 
McGregor  plays  the  younger  version 
of  the  father  in  flashbacks.  With  a 
great  supporting  cast  that  includes 
Danny  DeVito,  Helena  Bonham 
Carter,  and  Jessica  Lange,  this  may 
just  be  Oscar  potential  for  Burton. 
Last  but  not  least,  December  has 
plenty  to  get  excited  about.  It  all 
starts  Dec.  5 with  the  Tom  Cruise 
epic.  The  Last  Samurai.  Cruise  plays 
a former  Civil  War  general  who  goes 
to  Japan  to  teach  the  emperor  the 
way  of  the  gun,  until  he  is  captured 
by  the  emperor's  enemies — the  last 
of  the  samurai.  While  with  them. 
Cruise  learns  their  code  of  honor 
and  is  tom  between  the  two  groups. 
Cruise  has  been  on  a roll  as  of  late 
and  this  will  not  disappoint.  Finally, 
the  greatest  film  to  not  yet  be 
released  comes  to  theaters  Dec.  19- 
The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  The  Return 
of  the  King.  Director  Peter  Jackson 
took  a gamble  with  filming  all  three 
back-to-back,  but  that  risk  has 


paid  off  with  over  1.8  billion  dollars 
grossed  worldwide  so  far.  The  only 
thing  left  is  that  damned  Academy, 
which  NEEDS  to  give  Jackson  and 
stars  Ian  McKellan  and  Viggo 
Mortcnsen  their  due.  I cannot  wail! 

Fall  films  can  be  funny,  adven- 
turous, or  dramatic.  Just  don't  fall  over 
yourself  from  hopping  from  one  the- 
ater to  the  next  checking  out  every- 
thing that  is  to  be  seen! 

Check  out  Matt’s  Movies  & TV 
for  more  Fall  Movie  preview  at 
www.gcocities.com/mjs914jijc/ 


OTHER  FILMS  OF 

NOTE  THIS  SEASON 

Once  Upon  a Tune 

in  Mexico 

Sept.  12 

Lost  in  Translation 

Sept.  12 

liuhba  Ho-Tep 

Sept.  19 

Scarfacc  ( rerelease) 

Sept.  19 

Under  the  Tuscan  Sun 

Sept.  26 

The  Rundown 

Sept.  26 

Runaway  Jury 
Texas  Chainsaw 

OcL  17 

Masscarc  ( remake ) 

Oct.  17 

Gothika 

Oct.  24 

Scary  Movie  3 

Oct.  24 

Alien  (re release) 

Oct.  31 

Stuck  oil  You 

Dec.  12 

JJC 


By  Holly  Caponi 

This  semester,  the  performing  arts 
department  will  present  two  fall  plays: 
"All  in  the  Timing"  by  David  Ives  and 
"Romeo  and  Juliet"  by  William 
Shakespeare.  Professor  Zach 
Bloomfield  directs  both  of  these  plays. 

According  to  Nicki  Blowers,  tech- 
nical advisor,  there  are  four  plays  in  a 
school  year.  This  does  not  included  the 
student  directed  play  or  the  summer 
touring  show. 

Auditions  for  the  plays  were  held 
August  28th  and  August  29th.  Audi- 
tions for  next  semester  will  be  held  in 
December  and  February. 

The  two  plays  next  semester  are 
“Guys  and  Dolls,"  by  Frank  Looser, 
Jo  Swerling,  and  Abe  Burrows,  which 
will  also  be  directed  by  Professor  Zach 
Bloomfield,  and  ‘Talking  With,”  by 
Jane  Martin  which  will  be  directed  by 
theater  manager  Nicki  Blowers.  More 
information  on  these  two  plays  will  be 
available  at  another  date.  "All  in  the 


Fine  Arts  performing  season  promises  to  be  entertaining 

individuals  planning  to  attend 
multiple  shows,  there  is  a 


Timing"  is  about  a very  odd  world  i 
which  Ives  creates  a virtual  stress 
test  of  the  English  language. 

The  characters  in  the  book  often 
plunge  into  black  holes  called 
"Philadelphias."  The  play  holds  twe 
characters  in  a locked  room,  which 
recreates  the  Hamlet  scene. 
According  to  the  press  release  the 
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play  is  six  short  comedies,  which 
combines  wit,  intellect,  satire,  and 
just  plain  fun.  The  play  opens  on 
October  2 and  runs  through  October 
5.  Romeo  and  Juliet  runs  November 
6th  through  the  9th.  Performance 
times  are  Thursdays  at  7:30  p.m., 
Fridays  and  Saturdays  at  8:00  p.m., 
and  Sundays  at  2:30  p.m.  Tickets 


n be  purchased  by  calling  (815) 
260-2200,  or  at  the  box  office 
located  next  to  K-1002.  Ticket  price 
for  the  general  public  is  $5.  JJC 
Faculty  and  staff  receive  the 
discounted  rate  of  $4,  and  JJC 
students  pay  only  $2.  Discounted 
tickets  are  available  for  Senior 
Citizens  and  non-JJC  Students.  For 


subscription  package  available. 
Students  interested  in  being  a part  of 
the  plays,  whether  as  actors  or 
technicians,  should  contact  Nicki 
Blowers  at  (815)  260-2200. 


Check  Out  Our  Assortment  of 
Fall  and  Halloween  Home  Decorations 

The  Only  Bookstore  Owned  and  Operated  by  Joliet  Junior  College! 

Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 


The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  DayJ. 

J/Building— Across  from  the  Service  Center  and  Registration 

Save  Now!  - 25%  Off  All  Backpacks  and  Clothing 

September  24th  thru  October  1st  Only! 

Prior  Sales  Excluded  - Quantities  Limited  - Sorry,  No  Hold  Orders 
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Men’s  soccer  kicks  off  second  season 


By  Steven  Krueger 

Fall  of  2002  marked  the  inaugu- 
ral season  for  the  JJC  Wolves  men’s 
soccer  team.  After  finishing  third  in 
the  region,  the  team  looks  to  improve 
on  last  year's  7-6  record.  Coach  Cris 
Trillo  is  excited  about  the  new  possi- 
bilities that  lie  before  him  in  his  sec- 
ond season  at  the  helm.  He  feels  that 
the  team  is  more  cohesive  than  last 
year  and  will  improve  only  improve 
on  last  season's  record.  In  a conference 
where  "anyone  can  beat  anyone,"  noth- 
ing is  impossible.  With  nine  players 
returning  from  last  year,  their  experi- 
ence will  help  propel  the  team  forward. 
Last  year  the  team  finished  with  a re- 
spectable record,  but  Trillo  hopes  to 
reach  the  quarterfinals,  or  maybe  even 
the  semifinals  this  year. 

The  soccer  team  started  out 
this  season  with  a 4-2  victory  over 
South  Suburban  College.  The  game 
was  heading  towards  a blowout  with 


the  Wolves  up  4-0  as  time  was 
running  out.  But  South  Suburban 
quickly  racked  up  two  goals  and  was 
on  the  move  again,  but  the  Wolves 
put  together  a wall  defense  and 
finished  out  the  match  with  the 
victory. 

The  following  three  games  came 
as  learning  process.  Disappointing 
losses  to  Elgin  and  Rock  Valley  Col- 
lege came  as  a result  of  missed  chances 
and  bad  bounces.  Putting  together  an 
outstanding  game  against  Moraine 
Valley  C.C.,  the  Wolves  lost  in  injury 
time  2-3.  Trillo  feels  that  this  game  was 
the  best  game  he  had  seen  out  of  the 
team  yet.  They  controlled  most  of  the 
game  until  the  very  end.  If  it  went  into 
overtime,  Trillo  felt  they  would  have 
pulled  out  the  victory.  A close  loss  like 
that  only  makes  the  team  pull  together 
closer  and  become  hungrier  for  an- 
other win. 

This  season  will  test  the  team's 


endurance  with  the  addition  of  four 
games  to  the  schedule.  One  of  the 
many  tests  of  the  season  came  Thurs 
day.  Sept.  11th  when  they  visited  the 
College  of  Dupage,  ranked  fifth  in 
the  nation  by  the  NJCAA. 
Unfortunately,  the  Wolves  fell  to 
COD  Chaparral  4-1. 

Having  to  play  at  the  Joliet  Park 
District  field  is  tough  considering  the 
Wolves  lose  the  aspect  of  home  field 
advantage. 

However,  the  Wolves  get  to  have 
two  games  played  at  JJC.  Playing  on 
the  school's  property  for  the  first  time 
in  two  years,  it  will  give  the  Wolves 
the  opportunity  to  show  off  their  skills 
in  front  of  there  home  crowd. 

Trillo  is  excited  about  having 
home  field  advantage  and  the  support 
from  the  fans. 

It's  a great  opportunity  to  show- 
case the  team's  efforts  and  to  help  sup- 
port your  local  sports  scene. 


Gridiron  heats  up  with  JJC  football  action 


By  Adam  Fox 

The  2002-2003  season  was  like  a 
dream  for  the  JJC  men's  football  team. 
First  they  went  undefeated  and  col- 
lected a 21  -game  winning  streak,  then 
they  finished  by  winning  the  national 
title,  a perfect  season. 

But  like  all  junior  colleges,  or 
two-year  programs,  there  is  a short 
window  of  opportunity  to  win  before 
your  players  transfer.  The  Wolves  had 
21  students  this  year  move  on  too  dif- 
ferent schools,  and  1 8 of  those  trans- 
fers were  starters.  So  this  means  that 
there  are  a lot  of  new  players  and  re- 
turning prospects.  But  one  question  is 
on  everyone's  mind:  Can  these  new 
players  keep  performing  at  the  intense 
level  that  last  year’s  squad  played  at? 

The  key  players  that  need  to  step 
up  this  year  in  order  to  replace  star 
quarterback  Jim  Peyton  and  receiver 
Kelvin  Hayden  arc  quarterback  Jeff 
Policy  and  receiver  Dareon  Spencer. 

Policy  played  last  year  for  the 
Wolves,  amounting  a quarterback  rat- 
ing of  57.7  percent,  16  for  28  with  351 
yards  and  two  touchdowns,  in  limited 
playing  time. 

The  defense  also  took  a toll  when 
stud  defensive  lineman  Josh 
Chrcstman,  who  set  the  all-time  sack 
record  for  JJC  hist  year  with  15,  trans- 
ferred to  Illinois  State  University 
Darryl  Smith,  another  defensive  pres- 
ence last  season,  has  moved  on  to 
Northern  Michigan  University.  In  or- 
der for  the  Wolves  to  replace 
Chreslman  and  Srailh-who  had  1 4 


sacks-sophomorc  Rob  Ninkovich 
will  need  to  come  in  and  be  the  sack 
freak  that  Chrcstman  and  Smith 

One  of  the  keys  to  the  Wolves 
young  offense  is  Kelly  Baraka.  Al- 
though he  is  not  the  starting  running 
back,  he  is  currently  splitting  time 
with  Antoine  Bagwell,  Brandon  White 
and  Ajarus  Jones.  But  Baraka  will  be 
leaned  on  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
game  and  to  help  out  the  young 
backficld.  Baraka  comes  to  JJC  with  a 
chip  on  his  shoulder  after  playing  for 
the  University  of  Michigan. 

Receiver/tailback  Antoine 
Bagwell  scored  three  times  in  this 


blowout  victory,  rushing  for  197 
yards  on  34  carries. 

Defensively,  Rob  Ninkovich 
helped  keep  the  College  of  Dupage  to 
97  yards  of  total  offense  (2.1yards  per 
play). 

Ninkovich  led  the  team  with  his 
passionate  play  as  the  Wolves  regis- 
tered five  sacks  on  the  Chaparrals. 

Ninkovich  leads  the  team  with  six 
in  three  games. 

The  Wolves  are  currently  ranked 
1 1 on  the  NJCAA  national  poll,  and 
they  want  to  prove  to  the  country  that 
they  are  for  real  and  are  a threat  to  re- 
peat the  title. 


Cubs  versus  Sox  in  the 


playoffs? 


By  Adam  Fox 

To  have  the  Chicago  White  Sox 
in  the  playoffs  would  take  some  real 
effort,  and  to  have  the  Chicago  Cubs 
in  the  playoffs  would  take  a miracle. 
But  to  have  them  both  in  the  playoffs, 
in  the  same  year,  would  take  an  act  of 
God.  But  this  year,  God  decided  to 
bless  Chicago  with  two  baseball  teams 
in  the  playoff  race,  with  each  having 
good  chances  to  get  to,  dare  1 say  it, 
the  World  Series. 

How  did  they  stay  in  the  race  this 
far  into  September?  Well  for  the  Cubs, 
they  have  relied  on  their  starting  pitch- 
ing, mainly  Mark  Prior.  Prior  has  been 
the  dominant  pitcher  that  they  knew 
he  would  be  when  they  drafted  him 
out  of  University  of  Southern  Califor- 
nia two  years  ago.  Each  time  he  goes 
out  to  pitch,  his  team  knows  that  he 
will  give  them  every  opportunity  to 
win.  Also,  Dusty  Baker  has  brought 


respect  and  dignity  to  an 
organization  known  for  losing. 

As  for  the  White  Sox,  the  team 
has  played  like  Jekyll  and  Hyde.  Gen- 
eral Manager  Kenny  Williams  has 
surrounded  the  team  with  talent,  and 
lots  of  it.  Pitchers  Bartolo  Colon, 
Esteban  Loaiza,  and  Billy  Koch, 
centerfieldcr  Carl  Everett,  and  second 
baseman  Robbie  Alomar  were  all  ac- 
quired to  push  the  Sox  into  October. 
Granted,  some  of  the  acquisitions 
have  faired  poorly.  But  over  all,  they 
have  kept  the  team  in  the  playoff  race. 

But  what  if  by  sheer  luck  both  the 
Sox  and  the  Cubs  make  it  to  the  World 
Scries?  Riots  and  fighting  would 
break  out  in  the  streets  of  Chicago. 

With  each  team,  as  it  currently 
stands,  the  final  games  for  each  team 
are  totally  different.  The  White  Sox 
arc  playing  the  best  of  the  best,  the 
New  York  Yankees  and  the  Royals. 


While  the  Cubs  feed  off  of  the  bad 
teams  like  the  New  York  Mets,  then 
the  lowly  Pittsburgh  Pirates,  then  the 
Cincinnati  Reds,  the  Pirates  again, 
all  in  all  a combined  winning 
percentage  of  .350. 

Each  schedule  favors  each  team. 
For  the  White  Sox,  it  gives  them  diffi- 
cult teams,  which  is  good  because  the 
Sox  beat  the  good  teams  but  suck  it  up 
against  the  bad  ones.  The  Cubs  finally 
get  a chance  to  cool  off  from  a hard 
schedule. 

The  last  time  the  Sox  and  Cubs 
were  in  a World  Series  together  was 
1906.  The  White  Sox  beat  the  Cubs 
then,  and  the  two  have  not  played  to- 
gether since.  So  the  Cubs  have  an  ex- 
tra motivation  to  get  there  and  beat  the 
Sox,  but  will  they? 


Athletes  ot 
The  Issue 


CJ  Abney 


Sophomore  captain  CJ  Abney  is  a volatile  part  of  the  men's  soccer 
team  at  JJC.  A first-team  All-Sectional  athlete  out  of  Reed  Custer,  Abney 
will  try  to  help  elevate  the  men's  soccer  team  to  a respectable  record  in 
what  is  only  the  team’s  second  season  at  JJC.  Abney,  who  has  played 
soccer  for  nearly  14  years,  was  part  of  the  Olympic  Developmental  Pro 
State  Select  Team.  In  order  to  prepare  for  games,  Abney  walks  around  the 
field  for  about  20  minutes  while  listening  to  his  walkman  to  get  a feel  for 
the  grass.  His  presence  on  the  field  will  surely  be  an  advantage  for  the 
Wolves. 

After  JJC.  Abney  plans  to  attend  Columbia  and  study  acoustic  and 
audio  arts. 


Niccos  Scott 


Scott,  the  freshman  running  back  from  Springfield  Lamphier  High 
School,  had  a break-out  game  against  College  of  Dupage.  He  rushed  for  43 
yards  on  nine  carries  (4.8  average)  and  two  touchdowns.  He  proved  to 
coaches  in  the  blowout  win  at  College  of  Dupage  that  he  can  be  a feature 
back.  Along  with  rushing  for  43  yards,  Scott  caught  two  passes  for  33 
yards  and  a touchdown.  With  sophomore  recciver/tailback  Antoine  Bagwell, 
and  former  Michigan  Wolverine  Kelly  Baraka  getting  all  of  the  glory,  it  is 
players  like  Scott  that  who  have  propelled  the  Wolves  to  victory. 

By  Andrew  Hrubec  and  Adam  Fox 


Women’s  volleyball  hopes  to 
rebound  for  a successful  season 


by  Andrew  Hrubec 

The  JJC  women’s  volleyball  team 
is  bound  and  determined  to  rebound 
from  last  year’s  less  than  stellar  sea- 
son. Entering  last  season  the  Lady 
Wolves  were  ranked  third  in  the  na- 
tion, but  fell  well  short  of  their  expec- 
tations, posting  a 12-28  record. 

Lead  by  captains  Rachael 
Devereaux  and  Natalie  Filetti,  the  Lady 
Wolves  are  a different  team  than  last 
season.  This  year’s  team  is  very  young, 
consisting  of  10  freshman  and  only 
three  sophomores.  That  doesn’t  con- 
cern coach  Valerie  Jones.  She  believes 
that  they  are  a very  athletic  team,  and 
as  they  mature  as  players,  they  will 
learn  to  compete  with  more  heart  and 
fire.  As  of  Sept.  1 2,  the  team  posted  a 


respectable  9-5  record. 

Jones  feels  that  for  the  team  to  be 
successful,  all  13  members  must  play 
as  a cohesive  unit  and  continue  to  de- 
velop their  skills. 

After  last  season’s  struggles,  ex- 
pectations for  the  2003  team  are  high. 
Anything  less  than  winning  confer- 
ence and  regionals  would  be  a disap- 
pointment. 

Jones  feels  that  the  first  match  of 
the  season  didn't  post  much  of  a chal- 
lenge for  the  Lady  Wolves,  but  the  re- 
mainder of  the  schedule  gets  more  dif- 
ficult as  the  season  progresses.  With 
many  big  tournaments  left  on  the 
schedule,  the  fate  of  the  season  rests 
in  their  own  hands. 
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Book 

By  Rosalie  Lewis 

Since  the  semester  began,  there 
have  been  a total  of  32  reports  involv- 
ing textbooks  or  backpacks  being  sto- 
len, according  to  campus  police 
records. 

“This  is  a campus-widc  problem," 
said  Campus  Police  Commander 
Melvin  Cornelius.  According  to  .the 
police  records,  books  or  backpacks 
have  been  taken  from  the  bridge, 
locker  rooms,  cars,  and  just  outside  the 
bookstore  as  well  as  other  places 
around  the  campus. 

“You  might  be  getting  a drink 
from  the  vending  machine,  or  set  your 
backpack  down  to  go  through  line  at 
the  cafeteria,  and  when  you  turn  back 
around  it'll  be  gone,”  said  Cornelius. 

“We  have  people  who  spend  the 
entire  day  on  campus,  just  looking  for 
opportunities  to  steal,”  said  Cornelius. 
He  noted  that  a few  arrests  had  been 
made,  but  the  problem  is  ongoing,  with 
thefts  being  reported  as  recently  as  the 
last  two  weeks. 

When  asked  who  is  committing 
the  crimes,  the  commander  referred  to 
a “matrix,”  composed  of  both  groups 
of  students  and  their  friends  and  also 
individuals  who  are  working  alone. 
Most  of  the  perpetrators  are  students, 
according  to  Cornelius,  but  there  are  a 
number  of  non-students  involved  also. 

Police  believe  the  books  are  be- 


JJC  campus 


Photo  by  Adam  Farcus. 

them  aware  of  the  problem. 

According  to  Textbook  Manager 
Brian  Campus,  the  JJC  bookstore  has 
recently  taken  steps  to  avoid  buying 
back  stolen  books. 


“We  now  require  anyone  who  is 
selling  back  a book  to  show  us  proof 
of  I D.,"  said  Campus.  He  explained 
that  anyone  who  buys  a book  from  the 
bookstore  gets  entered  into  a tracking 
system  which  is  referenced  by  name 
and  social  security  number,  and  the 
system  records  which  books  were  pur- 
chased. When  someone  wants  to  sell  a 
book  back,  the  system  is  updated  to 
show  how  much  money  they  were 
given  for  the  books  they  sold  back. 

“If  it  comes  back  later  that  they 
never  bought  those  books,  and  the 
same  books  were  reported  stolen,  we’ll 
be  able  to  make  the  connection,”  said 
Campus.  He  added  that  if  they  notice 
anything  suspicious,  they  will  imme- 
diately report  it  to  campus  police. 

“We  will  prosecute  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  law,"  said  Cornelius. 

“Be  mindful  of  your  surroundings 
and  where  you’re  putting  stuff."  said 
Campus,  who  said  that  he  knew  of  one 
student  who  was  doing  homework  on 
the  bridge  and  had  his  book  opened  to 
the  page  he  was  working  on.  The  stu- 
dent turned  around  for  two  minutes  to 
talk  to  friends  and  when  he  turned  back 
to  his  homework,  the  book  was  gone. 
Based  on  stories  like  this,  Campus 
says,  “Never  leave  anything  unat- 
tended for  even  the  shortest  period  of 
time."  To  contact  campus  police,  dial 
ext.  2234. 


A backpack  full  of  expensive  textbooks  just  waiting  for  a book  thief... 
ing  stolen  with  the  plan  to  sell  them,  certain  areas  more  closely,  and  they  are 
either  to  the  campus  bookstore  or  to  making  use  of  surveillance  cameras  as 
other  outlets  which  buy  used  books.  well.  In  addition,  the  commander  said 
Cornelius  said  that  the  campus  that  they  are  working  with  local  po- 
police  force  is  making  efforts  to  patrol  lice  and  also  local  bookstores  to  make 


Bookstores  battle  to  stay  competitive 


By  Kevin  Milligan 

As  students  finally  settle  into  the 
daily  grind  of  the  fall  semester,  with 
deferred  bookstore  loan  payments 
looming  eminently,  a realization  rees- 
tablishes itself  upon  the  masses: 

I paid  a lot  of  money  for  these 
books! 

Monetary  concerns  aside,  the 
stress  of  finding  the  right  books,  re- 
turns, buybacks  and  exchanges  can 
affect  students  well  into  the  school 
year. 

Fortunately,  students  have  more 
than  one  option  to  help  alleviate  their 
book  woes. 

Traditionally,  the  campus  book- 
store was  the  sole,  provider  of  books 
for  students.  That  is,  ’until  about  four 
years  ago.  Joliet  Textbooks,  the  off- 
campus  competitor  located  directly 
across  Houbolt  Road  from  the  college, 
offers  students  the  flexibility  for  price 
comparison  and  a more  lenient 
buyback  policy  that  helps  to  attract 
business. 

"I  tell  the  students  to  shop  around 
and  compare  the  prices,”  said  Andy 
Galatte,  owner  of  Joliet  Textbooks. 
Galette,  along  with  wife  Nancy,  owns 
and  operates  five  other  stores  in  the 
Chicagoland  area  and  realizes  the  ad- 
vantages of  being  a privately-owned 
bookstore. 

"This  isn’t  Russia.  We  don’t  have 
to  be  as  strict,"  commented  Galatte, 
referring  to  the  complaints  from  stu- 
dents about  the  campus  bookstore's 
strict  adherence  to  policy. 

Campus  bookstore  General  Man- 
ager Mike  Maier  said  that  since  the 
campus  bookstore  is  governed  by  the 
school  and  not  privately  owned,  all 
profits  go  back  to  the  college. 

“We’re  not  lining  our  pockets. 
Anything  we  make  goes  right  back  into 
the  college  to  help  with  the  programs 
and  departments,"  said  Maier.  “By 
shopping  at  the  bookstore,  you're  sup- 


porting your  school.” 

Galatte  believes  that  his  store  of- 
fers a “no-hassle  deal”  to  the  student 
that  the  campus  bookstore  cannot  pro- 
vide, with  convenient  parking,  mini- 
mal lines,  prices  that  are  often  lower 
and  the  ability  to  “barter”  with  stu- 
dents. For  example,  if  a student  wants 
to  purchase  a book  priced  at  S20  but 
only  has  $16,  he  may  allow  the  stu- 
dent to  purchase  the  book  anyway. 

“I  tell  the  students 
to  shop  around 
and  compare  the 
prices.” 

Andy  Galatte, 
Joliet  Textbooks 


Galatte  said  that  because  his  over- 
head is  a lot  lower  than  the  campus 
bookstore,  the  markup  is  lower,  allow- 
ing the  price  of  the  books  to  be  cheaper. 

“Students  spend  enough  money 
on  books.  We’re  not  trying  to  gouge 
them.”  he  added. 

Joliet  Textbooks’  buyback  policy 
may  be  its  most  attractive  feature. 
Joliet  Textbooks  will  sometimes  buy 
back  books  in  too  poor  of  a condition 
for  the  campus  bookstore  to  accept 
them.  Galatte  said.  While  he  says  that 
his  store  doesn't  pay  as  close  attention 
to  the  degree  of  condition  of  the  books, 
the  books  are  useable  for  resale,  with 
a larger  discount  given  to  books  with 
more  wear.  In  addition  to  paying  more 
for  the  books,  the  buyback  policy  is 
flexible  enough  to  accept  books  with 
slight  water  damage  and  book/CD- 
ROM  sets  with  a burned  copy  of  the 
program  substituting  for  the  original. 

Galette  feels  that  his  store's  pres- 
ence not  only  helps  the  student,  but  the 
campus  bookstore  as  well. 


“We  give  them  that  competitive 
edge  that  they  didn’t  have  before.”  said 
Galette.  “We  have  a niche.” 

Though  Joliet  Textbooks  has  its 
advantages,  the  campus  bookstore  has 
unique  benefits  of  its  own. 

Brian  Campus,  textbook  manager 
for  the  past  four  years  at  the  campus 
bookstore,  cites  exemplary  customer 
service  and  location  as  two  of  its  high- 
lights. 

“Students  feel  comfortable  deal- 
ing with  the  staff,"  Campus  said.  “And 
we’re  right  on  campus.” 

The  JJC  bookstore  is  also  the  only 
college  bookstore  in  America  to  offer 
a bookstore  loan,  said  Maier.  The  loan 
allows  $200  for  two  months — interest 
free — for  every  student,  and  up  to  $400 
for  students  enrolled  in  the  nursing 
program. 

Unlike  Joliet  Textbooks,  the  cam- 
pus bookstore’s  buyback  and  exchange 
policy  is  clearly  detailed  and  presented 
on  a flyer  stapled  to  every  receipt,  said 
Maier.  The  bookstore  now  offers  year- 
round  buyback  for  students,  which 
wasn’t  previously  available. 

Other  advantages  over  Joliet  Text- 
books include  longer  daily  hours,  ex- 
tensive online  inventories  for  quick 
turnarounds  for  custom  ordering  and 
a campus  bookstore  website  for  online 
purchases  with  free  shipping. 

Maier  also  notes  that  the  store 
serves  a higher  purpose  within  the 
broader  community. 

Many  non-students  come  in  to 
lake  advantage  of  the  bookstore's 
popular  holiday  displays  and  sales,  and 
are  often  influenced  to  sign  up  for  a 
class  or  two.  said  Maier. 

Ultimately,  though  both  book- 
stores have  their  own  little  nuances  that 
will  continue  to  both  delight  and  an- 
noy students  for  many  semesters  to 
come,  students  can  enjoy  the  freedom 
of  choices  that  exist  for  them  in  the 
“battle  of  the  bookstores.” 


Rally  attendees  demonstrate  for  rights.  Photo  courtesy  Maria  Zamudio. 


Freedom  Ride  Rally 

By  Maria  and  Rocio  Zamudio 

This  past  September  27,  2003, 
over  1,000  people  attended  the  Free- 
dom Ride  Rally  that  took  place  at  the 
Federal  Plaza  in  downtown  Chicago. 

The  freedom  ride  and  rally  were 
inspired  by  the  Civil  Rights  Movement 
in  the  '60s.  The  demonstrators  advo- 
cated legalization,  family  reunifica- 
tion, civil  rights  for  all  immigrants, 
driver's  licenses,  the  end  the  social 
security  "no  match  letters,”  immigrant 
access  to  higher  education,  and  the 
right  to  organize  in  the  workplace. 
Chicago  was  one  of  the  major  cities 
connecting  the  route  that  will  lead 
Freedom  Riders  to  meet  on  Oct.  1 and 
2 with  members  of  the  U.S.  Congress 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

Diversity  could  be  seen  through- 
out the  crowd.  Different  races  and 
ethnicities  gather  to  support  the  same 

Deborah  Molten  stated,  “I’m  here 
to  support  the  freedom  ride  rally.  I’m 
here  by  myself." 

"Immigrants  are  not  only  Hispan- 
ics,”  said  Jesus  Rodriguez,  a member 
of  Erie  Neighborhood  House.  "We 
would  like  to  see  more  Asians  and 
Europeans  involved  in  this  type  of  ac- 
tivities. not  only  Hispanics." 


fights  for  equality 

Among  the  speakers  there  were 
many  important  political  guest  speak- 
ers including  Secretary  of  State  Jesse 
White  and  Congressman  Luis 
Gutierrez.  Another  group  also  gath- 
ered in  opposition  of  the  Freedom  Ride 
Rally.  Approximately  20  people  met 
for  a period  of  around  two  hours.  Ten- 
sion was  felt  on  both  sides,  those 
people  supporting  the  freedom  rally 
and  those  against  it,  but  they  both 
manifested  peacefully. 

The  final  stop  for  the  Freedom 
•Riders  will  be  at  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
in  New  York,  the  international  symbol 
for  liberty. 

The  event  was  organized  by  the 
Immigrant  Workers  Freedom  Ride,  Il- 
linois Hunger  Coalition,  along  with 
several  local  organization  such  as  AC- 
CORD. AFL-CIO,  The  Archdiocese  of 
Chicago,  Centro  sin  Fronteras,  Chi- 
cago Coalition  for  the  Homeless,  Chi- 
cago Federation  of  Labor,  HERE.  Illi- 
nois Coalition  for  Immigrant  and  Refu- 
gee Rights,  Interfaith  Committee,  Jobs 
with  Justice.  Laborers  Union,  The 
Teacher's  Union,  LCLAA,  Metropoli- 
tan Alliance  of  Congregations,  Saint 
Sylvester’s  Catholic  Church,  SEIU, 
UFCW,  UNITE.  The  Erie  House,  as 
well  as  local  on-strike  workers. 
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Patriotism  more 
than  flag  waving 


They  who  would  give  up  an  essential  liberty  for  temporary 
security,  deserve  neither  liberty  or  security.  — Benjamin  Franklin 

Since  9/1 1/01,  a lot  has  changed  in  America.  First,  there  was 
the  surge  of  pseudo-patriotism,  characterized  by  public  displays 
of  affection  for  the  flag  and  attempts  to  work  up  a few  tears  every 
time  “God  Bless  America”  was  performed.  Many  people,  so-called 
journalists  included,  decided  the  best  way  to  prove  their  loyalty  to 
the  U.S.  of  A.  would  be  to  enshrine  our  president,  stopping  short 
of  changing  the  currency  to  read  “In  George  we  trust.” 

A bit  later,  people  decided  the  best  way  to  deal  with  9/1 1 would 
be  to  invent  a new  division  of  government,  the  department  of  Home- 
land Security.  The  formation  of  this  new  department  has  given  rise 
to  some  of  the  most  government  empowering,  unconstitutional, 
KGB-style  legislation  ever  introduced  in  this  country.  Apparently, 
the  best  way  to  prevent  terrorism  is  to  create  govemment-versus- 
the-people,  snitch-rewarding  society.  Due  process,  laws  regarding 
unlawful  search  and  seizure,  and  equal  protection  have  been  all 
but  abolished — all  in  the  name  of  a “safer  America.”  And  people 
are  buying  into  this  notion  with  the  gullibility  of  a teenager  bid- 
ding on  eBay  for  the  chance  to  marry  Orlando  Bloom.  Anyone 
who  speaks  out  in  opposition  to  the  current  administration  is  la- 
beled traitorous  and  anti-American. 

Well,  excuse  us,  but  when  did  America  suddenly  change  from 
being  the  “land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave”  to  the  land 
of  the  “freedom  fries”  and  home  of  the  naive? 

According  to  the  dictionary,  the  Greek  word  from  which  the 
term  “anthem”  is  derived  literally  means  ‘"to  voice  opposition.”  So 
why  is  it  un-American  to  point  out  that  our  nation  is  disintegrating 
into  a despotic  regime  before  our  eyes? 

Lots  of  flags  are  waving,  but  the  flag  stands  for  the  courage  of 
our  forefathers  to  fight  tyranny  and  injustice.  Where  is  that  fight- 
ing spirit  today? 

Plenty  of  people  love  America  just  as  much  as  Toby  Keith.  But 
it’s  wrong  to  translate  love  of  country  to  a blind  loyalty  for  an 
administration  which  has  tried  to  solve  our  nation's  problems  by 
adding  new  restrictions  to  its  citizens  and  spending  S87  billion  to 
rebuild  a country  we  declared  war  on  under  a flawed  premise. 
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LETTER  POLICY 

The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of 
the  letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit 
letters  for  space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail, 
email,  or  by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone  number: 

280-2313 

E-mail:  blazermail@jjc.edu 
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Early 
Childhood 
Center 
kicks  off  to 
a fun  year 

By  Traci  Rader 

Joliet  Junior  College’s  Early 
Childhood  Center  (B- 1001)  celebrated 
their  Ice  Cream  Social  Family  Night 
on  Sept.  16. 

Parents  and  preschoolers  were 
able  to  get  acquainted  while  kids  shared 
their  favorite  activity  with  their  fami- 
lies. 

"It’s  a great  ice-breaker,"  said  Barb 
Peterson,  director  of  the  center. 

The  preschool  houses  70  students 
at  the  moment,  making  it  possible  for 
JJC  students  who  are  parents  of 
preschoolers  to  attend  college. 

There  are  two  full-time  teachers 
and  six  student  assistants  who  love 


Two  teachers  'aides  enjoy  a treat  at  the  ice 


Photo  by  Traci  Rader. 


being  around  kids;  some  plan  to  make 
child  development  and  education  their 
career. 

At  the  end  of  the  ice-cream  social, 
Peterson  took  family  pictures  to 
give  as  a memento  of  the  evening. 

APPLE  PICKING 

Preschoolers  experienced  stories 
of  Johnny  Appleseed  the  last  week  in 
September  by  taking  a field  trip  on  JJC 


grounds  to  their  apple  orchard. 
Children  picked  apples  and  brought 
them  back  to  class  using  the  apples  for 
many  sensory  lessons  such  as  apple 
peeling,  coring,  applfe  printing,  baking 
apple  crisps  and  muffins. 

If  you  are  interested  in  enrolling 
your  son  or  daughter  in  this  pre-school 
program,  spring  enrollment  starts  in 
November.  For  more  information, 
contact  Barb  Peterson  at  (815)  280- 
2280  or  stop  by  B- 1001. 


: rn  eg 


Light  a fire  under  your  career,  and  complete 
your  degree  in  up  to  one-third  less  time  if  you're 
24  or  older.  Roosevelt  University  offers  the  time- 
shortened  Bachelor  of  General  Studies  degree 
in  more  than  25  majors  including: 


A complete  range  of  day, 
evening,  and  weekend  classes 
at  our  Loop  and  Schaumburg 
campuses — along  with  online 
options — lets  you  decide  when 
and  where  to  study.  So  check 
special  degree  comple- 
don  options  for  community 
college  graduates. 


BGS/BPS 

Information 

Sessions 

Monday,  Nov.  3 
5:30  to  6:30  pm 
Schaumburg  Campus 


Tuesday,  Nov.  1 1 
6 to  7 pm 
Chicago  Campus 


Roosevelt  University 

Chicago  • Schaumburg  • Online 
wm.roosevelt.edu  1-877-Apply-RU 
Where  you  want  to  be! 


Get  fired  up 

about  earning 

your  degree. 


College  changes  refund  policy 

By  Traci  Rader 

The  JJC  refund  policy  has  changed. 

"In  review  of  our  college  tuition  refund  policies,  we  found  out  we  were 
being  very  liberal  and  decided  to  clean  it  up  a bit " said  Dean  Kim  Dockus  of 
Enrollment  Services.  "We  are  trying  to  conform  to  the  state  tuition  policies. 
Students  are  responsible  to  drop  or  withdraw  in  an  appropriate  time."  said 
Dockus. 

7-16  weeks 

100%  refund:  within  the  first  5 calendar  days  of  the  start  of 
course 

50%  refund:  6-10  calendar  days 

6 weeks  or  less 

100%  refund:  first  two  calendar  days  of  the  start  of  course 
50%  refund:  none 

Specialized  programs** 

100%  refund:  one  business  day  prior  to  start  of  course 
50%  refund:  within  first  5 calendar  days  of  start  of  course 

Institute  of  Economic  Technology  (IET) 

100%  refund:  3 calendar  days  prior  to  the  start  of  the  course 
50%  refund:  none 


Nurse  Assistant  (NA) 

Lifelong  Learning  (LLC,  LLS) 

100%  refund:  one  business  day  prior  to  start  of  the  course 
50%  refund:  none 

**  Specialized  programs  arc  programs  that  use  selective  admissions  for  making  enrollment 
decisions.  They  include  Emergency  Medical  Technician  (EMS),  Fire  Science  Technology 
(FSC1),  Nursing  (NURS)  and  Veterinary  Technology  (VET). 

The  college  reserves  the  right  to  make  the  final  decision  on  all  refunds.  Refunds  for 
short-term  or  specialized  classes  may  vary;  consult  your  schcdulc/bill. 


More  details  on  the  new  policy  may  be  seen  on  the  JJC  website  or  the  end  of  the  next 
class  schedule  booklet. 


JJC  Police 

Reports 


A.  Vehicle  lockout  in  J student 
parking  lot 

8- 28  Unknown  persons  knocked  a 
hole  in  the  dry  wall  on  the  bridge  by 
the  Project  Achieve  Office 

9- 8  Bike  taken  from  outside  G 
Building.  Valued  under  S300. 

9-10  Burglary  to  motor  vehicle. 
Backpack  and  textbooks  stolen  out  of 
car  in  Centennials  Commons  parking 
lot.  Valued  under  S300. 

Burglary  to  motor  vehicle.  Books 
stolen  from  vehicle  in  Student  Lot  2. 

9-15  Textbooks  stolen  from  bridge 
area.  Valued  under  S300. 

9-16  Three  textbooks  stolen  from 
A Concourse.  Valued  under  S300. 


9-17  Books  stolen  from  outside 
bookstore  from  the  storage  shelf. 
Dana  Stevens  arrested. 

9-17  Smell  of  cannabis  reported 
at  Centennial  Commons. 

9-20  Disorderly  conduct  at  Cen- 
tennial Commons.  Subject  screaming 
about  being  stabbed.  Complaint  was 
unfounded. 

9- 22  Laptop  HP  2001  reported 
stolen  from  TV  area  on  bridge. 

10- 2  Backpack  reported  stolen 
from  men’s  locker  room.  Valued  un- 
der S300. 

10-2  Backpack  reported  stolen 
from  bridge  area.  Valued  under  S300. 

Prepared  by  Brian  Delaney 
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Chef’s  Table:  open  for  business 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

The  Chefs  Table,  located  in  J0004 
(near  the  cafeteria),  is  open  Mon.-Thu. 
From  10:30  a.m.  to  12:45  p.m.  This 
student-run  restaurant  has  been  oper- 
ating for  the  past  three  years  as  a divi- 
sion of  the  culinary  arts  program  here 
at  JJC. 

All  the  staff  of  Chef’s  Table  are 
students  at  the  college.  In  fact,  for  stu- 
dents in  the  culinary  arts  program, 
working  at  Chefs  Table  is  a require- 
ment. Freshmen  students  are  assigned 
to  work  in  the  cafeteria  kitchen,  before 
moving  on  to  Chefs  Table  their  sopho- 
more year. 

“The  students  get  hands-on  expe- 
rience in  cooking,  serving,  baking  and 
writing  menus,”  said  Joleen  Haviland, 
a sophomore  culinary  arts  student.  "We 
make  all  the  food  ourselves  from 
scratch.” 

According  to  Haviland,  the  menu 
changes  every  day.  A large  variety  of 
gourmet  food  is  served,  including 
soups,  salads,  sandwiches  and  ethnic 
items.  A sample  menu  included  Grilled 
Steak  with  Sauce  Beamaise,  Shrimp 
Bouillon,  Sauteed  Cod  Vera  Cruz  and 
Pork  Salad,  and  for  dessert.  Trio  of 
Citrus  Mousse  with  Tea  Poached  Pears. 
All  the  items  on  this  particular  menu 
were  priced  at  under  S6,  and 
according  to  the  menu,  all  tips  are 
donated  to  a charitable  organization. 

For  anyone  trying  to  decide  be- 
tween a meal  at  the  cafeteria  and  a meal 
at  the  Chef’s  Table,  Haviland  says, 
"Definitely  come  to  the  Chefs  Table! 
You'll  get  more  for  your  buck,  better 
food,  plus  a wide  variety  of  food  to 
choose  from." 

To  make  a reservation  or  phone 
order,  call  the  Chef's  Table  at  280- 
2343.  Menus  are  posted  online  at  http:/ 
Avww.jjc.edu/ChefsTable/menu.htm. 
For  further  information,  email 
kvonhofT@jjc.edu. 


JJC  enrollment  increases 
due  to  population  growth 


By  Traci  Rader 

Even  though  final  numbers  can- 
not be  tallied  until  midterm  for  spring 
2003.  student  enrollment  numbers  may 
hit  over  13,000,  a high  number  for  JJC. 

Dean  Kim  Dockus.  of  Enrollment 
Services,  attributes  the  rise  of  enroll- 
ment to  a combination  of  population 
growth,  the  increase  in  advertising,  and 
the  fact  JJC  is  a viable  alternative  to  a 
four-year  college.  The  increase  was  an 
estimated  2%  rise  from  last  year. 


“Looking  at  the  economics  of  it 
all,  we  are  a low  cost  college  in  a grow- 
ing area  where  students  find  it  a good 
college  to  come  to  as  a discovery 
place,”  said  Dockus. 

In  a Sept  22  issue  of  the  Herald 
News,  it  ranked  this  area  as  #1  in  in- 
creased home  ownership  in  spite  of  the 
economy. 

The  college  made  a great  effort 
this  year  to  accommodate  increased 
students  with  quick  and  efficient  park- 


ing. The  first  few  weeks  of  the  Fall 
term,  the  police  arranged  students  in 
stadium-like  parking  to  avoid  the  con- 
fusion. 

JJC  offerings  for  classes  have  also 
increased  with  20  or  so  satell  ite  sights 
and  a greater  offerings  of  the  basic 
classes  at  the  North  and  South  cam- 
pus’ . “In  the  next  few  years,  we  will 
probably  have  to  expound  on  the 
North  campus  evening  classes,”  con- 
tinued Dockus. 
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you! 


Eastern  Illinois  University 


Worried  about  transferring? 

Eastern's  proud  of  the  fact  that  40  percent  of  our  students  hare  transferred  from  oilier  colleges  and 
unirersities.  We  know  your  concerns  and  we're  committed  to  making  your  transition  an  easy  one. 
Eastern  offers: 

• arerage  class  size  of  22  students 

• full  acceptance  of  the  Illinois  Articulation  Initialise  and  the  Associate  in  Arts,  Associate 
in  Scienoe,  and  Associate  in  Science  and  Arts  degrees 

• courses  taught  by  faculty  committed  to  student  success 

• one  of  the  bet  educations  around  - one  of  America's  Bet  College  as  reported  for  die 
third  straight  year  by  U.SJVetrs  and  World  Report. 

Don't  be.  We  know  what  you  need  to  succeed. 

Tb  find  out  more  about  die  dungs  dial  make  Eastern  Illinois  Unirersity  the  perfect  place  to  con- 
tinue your  educadon,  call  our  Admissions  Office  today  at  1 -800-252-57 1 1 or  visit  us  on  die  web 
at  www.eiu.edu  You'll  be  glad  you  did. 
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Alcohol  awareness 

Peers  Promoting  Wellness  is  sponsoring  National  Collegiate  Alcohol 
Awareness  Week  for  the  week  of  Oct.  20.  The  Alcohol  Awareness 
activities  will  be  on  the  Main  Campus  Bridge  from  I lam- lpm. 

Homecoming  dance 

Black  Student  Union  presents  its  annual  Homecoming  Dance.  The 
Homecoming  Dance  will  be  on  Saturday,  Oct.  25,  in  the  JJC  Cafeteria 
from  7pm-  12am.  The  theme  for  this  year  is  “Spirit  of  the  Wolves." 
For  tickets  call  280-2357  extension  2302. 

State  college  fair 

On  Oct.  2 1 , JJC  will  be  hosting  a State  College  Fair.  From  1 1 am  - 
lpm  on  the  C and  D concourse.  Private  colleges  and  universities  will 
be  in  attendance. 

Private  Illinois  college  and  university  fair 

The  Multicultural  transfer  center  will  be  hosting  private  colleges  and 
universities  on  Oct.  31  from  I lam-  lpm,  on  the  C and  D concourses. 

Faculty  recital 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  19,  at  3 p.m.,  the  JJC  Fine  Arts  Department  will 
present  a faculty  recital  by  Dr.  Thomas  Liley,  Nancy  Liley  and  Mara 
Gallagher.  They  will  perfonn  the  music  of  Bach,  Mozart.  Brandon. 
Bencriscutto,  Larsen  and  Gershwin.  Admission  is  free.  For  further 
details,  please  call  the  Artsline  at  729-9020,  ext.  ARTS. 

Visiting  international  professors 

The  International  Students  Club  will  host  a meeting  and  reception  on 
Oct.  20  at  2 p.m.  in  C 1 053  for  two  visiting  professors.  Eeva-Liisa 
Juvoncn  will  be  visiting  from  Finland,  and  Antonie  Kuiper  is  coming 
from  the  Netherlands.  For  more  information,  contact  Berta  Arias  at 
280-2270. 

New  Clubs 

On  Oct.  1,  the  Collegiate  Club  Council  held  a meeting  to  determine 
what  new  clubs  would  be  chartered.  Five  new  clubs  were  up  for  JJC 
sponsorship,  and  all  but  one  w'ere  officially  chartered.  New  clubs  now 
active  are  the  Catholic  Campus  Ministry,  the  Philosophy  Club  and  the 
Independent  Filmmakers  Association  with  Local  Actors  (IFALA). 
Additionally,  the  Life  Science  Club  became  the  Natural  Science  Club, 
and  the  Interior  Design  Club  was  re-chartered  after  being  inactive  last 
year.  However,  the  Anglers'  Club  was  not  chartered  due  to  the 
absence  of  representation  at  the  Oct.  1 CCC  meeting.  k 
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Signals  Over  the  Air: 
Thursday  concert 


By  Jessica  E.  Perez 

On  Saturday  Sept.  20,  the  House 
of  Blues  in  Chicago  was  bombarded 
with  Thursday  fans.  Up  until  the  day 
of  the  show  there  were  tickets  avail- 
able, but  it  was  sold  out  by  the  time 
the  doors  opened. 

As  the  concertgoers  walked  into 
the  House  of  Blues  around  7 p.m.,  the 
first  band  was  already  into  their  set. 
The  band  was  called  Murder  by  Death. 
They  played  a short  set  of  about  15 
minutes  with  no  vocals.  Many  of  the 
concertgoers  looked  at  each  other  in 
shock  and  wondering  what  time  it  was 
after  Murder  by  Death  said  bye  and 
that  they  love  Chicago. 

The  second  band  that  erupted  on 
stage  was  Death  by  Stereo.  The  lead 
singer  had  a mohawk  and  began  to 
scream  on  stage  while  the  rest  of  the 
band  members  played  as  fast  as  they 
could.  They  had  one  loyal  fan  in  the 
balcony  that  repeated  every  lyric  that 
was  sung.  People  in  the  audience  be- 
gan to  mosh  a little  but  soon  gave  up. 
The  energy  was  definitely  there  for 
them,  but  the  music  was  lacking  in 
originality.  Towards  the  end  of  their 
45-minute,  set  some  chants  of  “You 
suck!"  began. 

The  next  band  was  Year  of  the 
Rabbit.  Their  set  was  about  30  min- 
utes. Many  of  the  concertgoers  got  into 
the  music  as  they  played.  Unfortu- 
nately, some  people  had  a hard  time 
seeing  because  of  the  fog  machine  be- 
hind the  lead  singer  and  the  bright  light 
shining  behind  him. 


Finally,  Thursday  came  to  the 
stage.  When  the  curtain  opened,  people 
on  the  floor  rushed  the  stage.  Every 
Thursday  fan  there  was  singing  to  ev- 
ery song.  They  did  the  best  versions 
of  “Understanding  in  a Car  Crash," 
“Cross  Out  the  Eyes”  and  For  the 
Workforce  Drowning. 

Thursday  just  released  their  new 
album.  War  All  the  Time,  and  the  lead 
singer  said,  “If  you  don’t  like  it,  the 
guys  from  Hatebreed  are  going  to  kick 
your  ass.” 

He  also  thanked  Q101  for  not  in- 
juring the  guitarist  this  time.  The  last 
time  Thursday  was  in  Chicago  was  for 
Q 10 l's  Jamboree  in  2000.  The  guitar- 
ist dove  off  the  stage  from  a seven  foot 
tower. 

They  had  a lot  of  energy  and  were 
genuinely  grateftil  to  feel  the  love  from 
Chicago.  They  played  music  from  their 
new  album  that  came  out  only  days  be- 
fore and  fans  already  knew  the  words 
to  the  songs.  Some  of  the  songs  off  of 
the  new  album  were  “Division  St.,” 
“Signals  Over  the  Air”  and  “War  All 
the  Time."  Plus,  they  also  did  two  en- 
cores. One  of  the  songs  they  played 
was  off  their  first  EP.  These  are  only 
just  a sample  of  some  of  the  songs  that 
played.  They  will  be  supporting  the 
Deftones  in  Chicago  when  they  come 
back  which  will  be  sometime  in  No- 
vember. This  reporter  will  be  there, 
will  you?  For  more  information  on 
Thursday  visit,  Thursday.net.  Next 
concerts:  The  Starting  Line(Oct  11. 
Riviera)  and  Marilyn  Manson(Oct.  18. 
Aragon  Brawlroom). 


Lion  King  DVD  ferociously  sucks,  again 

By  Dude  Hollowhorne 

Yo,  dudes!  What’s  goin  on  with 
my  all  brothers  out  there?  I’m  back 
and  badder  than  ever.  This  time.  I’ve 
got  a beef  with  the  Disney  cartoon 
dudes.  More  important,  whoever  is 
responsible  for  that  Lion  King  Special 
Edition  DVD;  those  fools  should  have 
to  answer  to  me. 


1 am  personally  offended  and  dis- 
graced by  the  repeat  appearance  of  this 
outrageous,  totally  degrading,  and  ul- 
tra-racist re-release  of  the  worst  ani- 
mated movie  ever.  I remember  when 
I was  in  sixth  grade  and  that  movie  was 
all  the  big  hype  with  all  those  wack 
computer  digital  stunts  and  everything. 
It  didn't  impress  then,  and  it  still 
doesn’t  impress  me  now-  no  matter 


how  many  times  you  repackage  it! 
Plus,  if  this  bogus  cartoon  wasn’t 
phony  enough,  some  big-money,  cor- 
porate big  shot  had  the  idea  to  pack  in 
as  many  stupid  extras  and  whatnot  that 
no  normal  kid  would  enjoy.  This  DVD 
has  music  videos  up  the  booty,  some 
even  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Lion 
King. 

Once  2 a.m.  rolled  around  I 
couldn’t  watch  anymore  of  22-hour 
long,  extra  features  DVD  crap.  Poor 
Walt  Disney  is  spinning  in  his  grave. 

In  other  news,  if  you're  like  me 
and  seriously  have  no  time  to  waste 
by  watching  the  Lion  King  DVD,  go 
see  House  of  the  Dead , or  Underworld, 
or  something  instead.  Underworld,  by 
the  way,  has  my  ultimate  dream 
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The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back 
Books  Every  Business  Day! 


Monday  thru  Thursday 
7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Fridays 

7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 
(815)  280-6767 
www.jjcbookstore.com 


Spring  2004  Books  Available 
December  8th  !! 


Beautiful  Fall  Home 
Decorations  - 
Selected  Items 


Now  on  Sale! 

While  Quantities  Last! 


Stop  In  and  See  Our 
Halloween,  Thanksgiving, 
& Christmas  Decorations 
As  Well! 


woman  cast  in  the  lead 
role.  I remember  when 
I first  fell  in  love  with 
Kate  Beckinsale  in  that 
dope  ass  Serendipity 
movie.  I give  it  the 
Pickle  of  Approval.  And 
to  the  Lion  King  DVD- 
I give  it  the  Cucumber  of 
Dishonor. 


Saint  Xavier  University  Open  House 


Chiropractic 

The  Choice  For 

Jason  Kucma  is  a Third-Year  student  from  Medford,  NJ,  He  graduated  from 
Ithaca  College  with  a Bachelor's  Degree  in  Exercise  Physiology  concentrating 
in  Cardiac  Rehabilitation. 

"The  only  thing  that  has  ever  captured  my  attention  was  studying  the  human  body. 
The  more  I learned  in  school,  the  more  I needed  to  know.  The  most  logical  step 
for  me  was  to  become  a Doctor  of  Chiropractic  so  I could  truly  help  people". 

Before  making  his  decision  to  attend  Logan,  Jason  visited  nearly  half 
of  the  chiropractic  colleges  in  the  United  States.  "Logan  is  in  the  perfect 
location  in  a safe,  residential  area.  The  Admissions  staff  are  very 
friendly  and  helpful  and  the  faculty  are  excellent." 

Logan  College  offers  students  an  incredible  learning  environment 
blending  a rigorous  chiropractic  program  with  diverse  and  active 
student  population.  If  you  are  looking  for  a healthcare  career  that 
offers  tremendous  personal  satisfaction,  professional  success  and 
income  commensurate  with  your  position  as  a Doctor  of  Chiropractic, 
contact  Logan  College  of  Chiropractic  today  and  explore  your  future. 


"Brownv’  is  going  to  pay  my  college  tuition. 

They  have  this  program  called  Earn  and  Learn'. 
I never  thought  I'd  be  able  to  go  to  college." 
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JJC  performing  arts  department  presents  David  Ives’  play  All  in  the  Timing 


but  isn’t  totally  unintelligible.  As 
Dawn  attempts  to  leam  the  language, 
her  speech  impediment  disappears  and 
she  fl  nal  ly  decides  to  swear  off  Engl  ish 
forever  in  favor  of  Unamunda.  At  this 
point,  a guilt-ridden  Don  admits  that 
it  was  just  a scam;  but  Dawn  is  quick 
to  forgive  because  she  has  fallen  in 
love  with  Don  and  the  two  apparently 
live  happily  ever  after.  Langlois  and 
Steffan  spoke  all  their  lines  with  ease 
and  fluidity,  an  impressive  feat  consid- 
ering the  oddity  of  Unamunda. 

“Foreplay,  or  The  Art  of  the 
Fugue"  provided  an  insightful  and  hu- 
morous look  at  a Chuck,  who  uses 
miniature  golf  to  seduce  women.  The 
audience  got  to  observe  Chuck  go  on 
three  dates  with  different  women,  with 
Chuck  being  played  by  three  different 
actors  (Daniel,  Kevin  Schaefer  and 
Schumacher).  Chuck’s  date  with  Amy 
(Stworzyjanek)  seemed  to  go 
smoothly;  but  when  Chuck  took  out 
Annie  (Rachel  Glim)  he  started  things 
off  badly  by  calling  her  "Amy”  repeat- 
edly, and  uses  the  same  jokes  and 
clever  lines  on  Annie  that  he  did  with 
Amy.  However,  Chuck  got  a payback 
when  he  took  Alma  (Langlois)  to  the 
golf  course.  Alma  upstaged  Chuck  by 
using  many  of  his  classic  lines  on  him, 
and  her  forwardness  and  hillbilly  per- 
sona took  him  by  surprise. 

My  favorite  act  of  the  play  had  to 
be  “The  Philadelphia."  Set  in  a restau- 
rant where  the  daily  specials  include 
pickled  pigs  feet  and  cream  of  kidney 
soup,  this  story  begins  with  Mark 
(Daniel)  joining  his  friend  A1  (Steffan) 
for  dinner.  Mark  explains  that  lie’s  hav- 
ing a horrible  day — he  tried  to  buy 
some  aspirin  but  the  drugstore  didn’t 
sell  it.  The  newsstand  sold  everything 
besides  the  paper  he  wanted.  The  taxi 
he  rode  in  didn’t  go  to  the  street  he 
needed.  AJ  listens  and  then  explains  to 
his  friend  that  it’s  not  just  a bad  day — 
Mark  has  been  caught  inside  a Phila- 


delphia, a pocket  of  existence  where 
the  only  way  to  cope  is  to  ask  for  the 
opposite  of  what  you  really  want.  Re- 
verse psychology  prevails  and  hilarity 
ensues  as  Mark  receives  excellent  ser- 
vice by  insulting  the  waitress  (Glim), 
and  proceeds  to  order  dinner  by  ask- 
ing for  the  opposite  of  his  actual 
wishes.  AI,  on  the  other  hand,  is  hav- 
ing a great  day.  a Los  Angeles  where 
nothing  can  bother  him  no  matter  how 
many  bad  things  happen.  Unfortu- 
nately, encountering  Mark  pulls  Al  into 
the  Philadelphia,  so  Al  is  now  upset 
when  he  remembers  that  his  wife  left 
him  this  morning  and  he  just  got  fired. 


The  final  act  of  the  play  was 
"Variations  on  the  Death  of  Trotsky." 
Schumacher  plays  Trotsky,  who  has  a 
mountain  climber's  ax  stuck  in  his 
head.  Mrs.  Trotsky,  played  by  Van  De 
Voort,  shows  Trotsky  an  article  she  has 
found  in  an  encyclopedia,  which  ex- 
pounds on  the  details  of  his  death  by 
the  ax. 

He  is  disturbed  by  the  article,  but 
appears  to  be  functioning  normally  and 
has  no  memory  of  the  incident  in  which 
the  ax  came  to  reside  in  his  skull.  The 
unusual  and  humorous  circumstances 
lead  up  to  a profound  moment,  as 
Trotsky  says,  “Eventually,  everyone 


enters  a room,  and  they  don’t  realize 
it,  but  that  is  the  last  room  they  will 
ever  enter.  Well,  I am  in  my  last  room." 

The  cast  of  All  in  the  Timing  de- 
livered stellar  performances,  and  direc- 
tor Zach  Bloomfield  can  be  proud  of 
yet  another  wonderful  production. 
Stage  manager  Amanda  Snead  and 
Nicki  Blowers,  who  was  in  charge  of 
scenic  and  lighting  design,  did  a great 
job  as  well. 

Be  sure  to  check  out  Romeo  and 
Juliet , which  will  be  running  Nov.  6-9 
and  14  & 15.  For  more  information  on 
upcoming  events,  call  the  Artsline  at 
(8 1 5)  729-9020  extension  ARTS. 
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By  Rosalie  Lewis 


Imagine  you’ve  just  struck  up  a 
conversation  with  a beautiful  stranger. 
Yet  somehow,  in  your  attempts  to  im- 
press and  charm  you  say  the  wrong 
thing  and  ruin  your  chances  for  ro- 
mance. Suddenly,  a bell  dings  and  you 
can  start  again,  erasing  your  faux  pas 
and  giving  you  the  chance  to  start  over. 

This  probably  doesn’t  sound  much 
like  the  world  you  live  in,  but  for  char- 
acters in  David  Ives’  All  in  the  Tim- 
ing, anything  is  possible,  including  the 
above  scenario,  which  is  the  basis  of 
the  opening  act  “Sure  Tiling,"  one  of 
six  one-acts  that  the  performing  arts 
department  presented  on  Oct.  2-5. 

Jenna  Stworzyjanek  and  Matt 
Steffan  played  Betty  and  Bill,  two 
strangers  who  go  through  many  comi- 
cal gaffes  before  finally  finding  com- 
mon ground.  Both  actors  brought  the 
quirky  storyline  to  life,  making  it  easy 
to  relate  to. 

In  “Words,  Words,  Words,”  Heidr 
Van  De  Voort,  Chad  Schumacher  and 
C.  J.  Daniel  starred  as  Kafka,  Swift  and 
Milton,  respectively,  three  monkeys 
who  arc  locked  in  a room  with  type- 
writers, in  an  experiment  to  see  if  one 
of  them  will  produce  Hamlet.  The 
three  actors  gave  a convincing  and  hi- 
larious performance  that  kept  the  au- 
dience laughing  throughout. 

In  "The  Universal  Language,” 
Taya  Langlois  portrayed  Dawn,  a 
young  girl  with  a speech  impediment 
who  is  checking  out  a course  in 
Unamunda.  The  instructor,  Don 
(Steffan),  has  advertised  this  as  the  new 
universal  language.  Don  speaks  almost 
all  his  lines  in  Unamunda,  a nonsensi- 
cal language  reminiscent  of  Lewis 
Carroll’s  “Jabberwocky.”  Consisting 
of  fragments  from  English,  German, 
French,  and  Latin,  as  well  as  some  ran- 
dom comedic  words  and  phrases, 
Unamunda  requires  listener  attention 


Matt  Steffan.  Taya  Langlois  and  Kevin  Schaeffer  in  The  Universal  Language 
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Nueva  Luz/New  Light  art 
exhibit  on  display  at  JJC 


The  Laura  A.  Sprague  Gallery  is  hosting  Nueva  Luz/New  Light,  an  exhibi- 
tion of  emerging  Latin  American  artists  from  October  6-October  3 1 . 

Featured  artists  Javier  Chavira,  Sergio  Gomez,  Dena  Cavazos  and  Jesus 
Rodriguez  will  be  present  on  Thursday,  October  23  from  6-8  p.m.  to  meet  the 
public. 

The  gallery,  located  on  the  second  floor  of  J-building,  is  open  from  8 a.m.- 

8 


"The  Watchman  " by  Sergio  Gomez 


"Untitled"  by  Jesus  Rodriguez 


At  our  next 
Open  House, 
see  your  future 

in  a new 
light. 


Still  in  the  dark  about  where  to  transfer  your  credits? 
Then  die  next  Roosevelt  Open  House  will  be  an 
enlightening  experience.  Talk  widi  faculty,  current  stu- 
dents, admission  counselors,  and  financial  aid  advisors. 
Find  out  about  everything  Roosevelt  has  to  offer: 

•126  degree  programs 

• Convenient  campuses,  flexible 
class  schedules 

• Affordable  tuition — and  a 
wide  range  of  financial  aid 
opportunities. 

your 


Open  House 

Sunday,  November  2 
1:00  to  3:30  pm 
Schaumlnirg  Campus 


We'll  shed  sonic  light 
future.  See  you 


Sunday,  November  9 
1:00  to  3:30  pm 
Chicago  Campus 


Chicago  • Schaumburg  • Online 
wvw.roosevelt.edu  1-877-Apply-RU 
Where  you  want  to  be! 
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Tuesday,  October  21, 2003 
5:30  - 8:30  p.m. 

Joliet  Junior  College  - Main  Campus 
1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  IL  60431 


Financial  Aid  Seminars  will  be  held  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theater  at  6 p.m.  and  7 p.m.  in  K-Buiiding 
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Murray,  Translation  anything  but  lost 


Book  Review: 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

A recent  Entertainment  Weekly 
article  posed  an  interesting  question. 
In  short,  it  asked,  "Who  would  have 
thought  that  the  groundskeeper  from 
Caddyshack  would  be  one  of  the  most 
sought-after  actors  and  prime  Oscar 
bait?"  , 

We  arc  talking,  of  course,  of  co- 
medic genius  and  Chicago  native  Bill 
Murray,  who  made  his  early  rounds  in 
showbiz  on  Saturday  Night  Live . and 
in  films  such  as  Ghostbusters  and 
Stripes.  However,  since  1 998 *s 
Rushmore,  Murray  has  proved  his 
subtle  comedic  and  dramatic  skills.  His 
performance  in  Rushmore  was  sheer 
brilliance.  Most  were  sure  he  would  get 
a much-deserved  Academy  Award 
nomination.  That  was  not  the  case. 
Ditto  for  The  Royal  Tenertbaums.  It 
was  only  a matter  of  time  when  his 
surefire  dramatic  chops  would  be  har- 
vested and  brought  to  Oscar  gem  qual- 
ity. Lost  in  Translation  is  just  this. 

Writer/director  Sofia  Coppola — 
daughter  of  famed  Godfather  director 
Francis  Ford  Coppola — penned  this 
fantastic  screenplay  about  Bob  Harris 
(Murray),  a down-on-his-luck,  middle- 
of-midlife-crisis  celebrity  in  Japan  to 
film  a single  commercial  for  Japanese 
audiences.  While  there,  he  becomes 
"lost"  in  the  ways  of  understanding  and 


communicating  with  the  Japanese, 
even  through  "translation”  (hence  the 
title).  In  addition,  Harris  meets  up  with 
Charlotte  (Scarlett  Johansson),  the 
young  wife  of  a photographer 
(Giovanni  Ribisi),  who  is  also  another 
American  in  Japan. 

Charlotte  is  equally  alone  in  the 
foreign  land  as  Harris  is,  and  going 
through  her  own  life  crisis — only  hers 
is  just  starting  and  Harris’  is  stuck  in 
the  middle. 

Together,  they  bond  into  a platonic 
friendship  while  attempting  to  figure 
out  what  everybody  is  saying  and  do- 
ing and  for  whatever  reasons.  They 
find  answers  to  each  others  problems 
while  roaming  the  streets  of  Tokyo,  in 
search  of  understanding. 


Bill  Murray  gives  an  undeniably 
astounding  performance  of  a lifetime 
of  an  equally  exceptional  screenplay 
by  Coppola,  who  also  does  well  with 
her  directing  style  in  her  sophomore 
outing  (her  first  as  a director  was 
2000 ’s  The  Virgin  Suicides). 

Scarlett  Johansson  (last  year's 
Ghost  World)  is  stunning  and  three- 
dimensional  in  her  luminous  presen- 
tation of  a believable  woman  who  is 
depressed,  lonely,  and  almost  vulner- 
able— she  has  a very  bright  future 
ahead  of  her. 

Altogether,  this  film  could, 
should,  and  most  certainly  will  give 
Murray  his  due — an  Oscar  nomination. 
And  to  steal  one  of  his  lines,  his  per- 
formance is  "in  the  hole!" 


A flashback  to  friendship  in  Solitude 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 


Jonathan  Lethem 
The  Fortress  of  Solitude 


Jonathan  Lethem ’s  most  recent 
release  The  Fortress  of  Solitude  is  the 
tale  of  two  motherless  young  men  over 
a span  of  30  years. 

It  is  in  the  early  ‘70s,  when  Dylan 
Ebdus,  the  son  of  an  aloof  hippie 
painter,  and  Mingus  Rude,  the  son  of 
an  equally  aloof  Motown  singer,  first 
form  their  friendship.  However,  the 
central  figures  of  the  work,  Dylan  and 
Mingus,  have  a complicated  relation- 
ship. The  complication  is  that  the  white 
Dylan  and  black  Mingus  do  not  exist 
in  a colorblind  world,  but  rather  a pre- 
dominately African-American  and 
Latino  section  of  Brooklyn.  This  back- 
drop of  racial  tension  forces  the  boys 
along  different  and  equally  dangerous 
paths.  While  Dylan  tries  to  survive 
daily  abuse,  Mingus  must  face  a world 
that  would  see  him  fail  and  fall  into 
obscurity. 


It  is  through  these  conflicted 
characters  that  Lethem  touches  on  a 
number  of  themes.  Race,  graffiti, 
gcntrification,  punk  rock,  abandon- 
ment, funk,  aging,  drugs,  crime,  and 
survival  are  all  seamlessly  included. 

Indeed,  subtly  is  perhaps  The  For- 
tress of  Solitude's  greatest  achieve- 
ment. In  contrast  with  many  other 
works,  the  plot  never  seams  to  descend 
on  the  reader  like  a flight  of  starving 
vultures.  The  characters  never  seam  to 
be  on  rails  forced  to  a follow  a certain 
fate. 

Rather,  it  would  seam  that  Lethem 
simply  creates  each  character  then  re- 
leases each  into  the  novel. 

While  packed  tight  with  symbol- 
ism, themes,  and  at  times  surreal  plot 
developments,  at  no  point  does  the 
novel  come  off  as  preachy  or  over-the- 
top.  Also,  while  nostalgia  and  pop  cul- 
ture play  a large  role,  the  author  pre- 
sents both  in  a way  that  is  easily  ac- 
cessible to  the  reader.  Rather  than 
write  a furious,  unrelenting  story  simi- 
lar to  Palahniuk  or  Coupland,  Lethem 
distinguishes  himself  with  a slow  yet 
engrossing  pace. 

Likewise,  the  sheer  detailed 
beauty  of  Lethem ’s  prose  permits  the 
reader  to  become  enveloped  in  both 
the  story  and  the  setting. 

Jonathan  Lethem  masterfully  cre- 
ated an  arduous  emotional  expedition 
through  three  decades,  that  stands  out 
as  being  one  the  best  novels  released 
this  year.  The  Fortress  of  Solitude,  as 
any  avid  reader  will  find  is  well  worth 
the  effort. 


Joe  Schmo  not 
your  ordinary 
reality  show 


By  Lisa  Frieri 

What  if  a show  was  centered 
around  you,  but  you  had  no  idea?  This 
is  the  life  of  Matt  Kennedy  Gould,  star 
of  the  Joe  Schmo  Show.  Writers,  pro- 
ducers, and  actors  have  spent  over  a 
year  creating  a reality  show  that  isn’t 
real.  In  addition,  the  show  centers  on 
a person  who  has  no  clue  it  was  fake. 

The  show  has  every  reality  tv  ar- 
chetype. Ralph  Garman  plays  the 
cheesy  host,  “Hutch"  Hutchinson  is 
"the  jerk,"  Gina,  the  "reality  expert," 
Carlos  "Kip"  the  "token  gay  guy,"  Earl 
the  "retired  veteran,"  Dr.  Pat,  the 
"therapist."  Ashleigh  the  "spoiled  brat,” 
Brian  the  "buddy"  and  Molly  the 
"sweet  virgin"  round  out  the  cast. 

Gould  thinks  lie’s  on  a new  reality 
TV  show  called  "Lap  of  Luxury," 
where  he  and  the  eight  others  are  com- 
peting for  $100,000.  Each  week  the 
contestants  compete  in  a game  and 
someone  gets  voted  off.  Unbeknownst 
to  Gould,  the  writers  and  producers 
have  planned  who  gets  to  leave  each 
week.  Once  the  contestants  "Lap  of 
Luxury"  plate  is  thrown  into  the  fire, 
they  give  a lengthy  speech,  often  be- 
coming melodramatic.  I’m  sure  the  ac- 
tors and  cameramen  have  to  restrain 
themselves  from  laughing,  while  the 
camera  zooms  on  Gould's  shocked 
face. 

The  best  part  of  the  show  is  watch- 
ing Gould's  reactions  at  the  elimination 
ceremonies.  Little  does  he  know,  the 
joke  is  on  him.  The  show  has  had  some 


close  calls,  with  a cast  member's 
exiting  speech  sounding  a little  too 
much  like  the  speech  given  by  Sue 
from  Survivor  One.  Also,  on  a recent 
episode,  Gould  could  not  take  the  exit 
of  Earl,  and  cried  unbearably. 

"It's  hard  when  you’re  dealing 
with  real  people  and  real  emotions," 
Gould  said.  As  pathetic  as  it  was  see- 
ing him  cry,  it  was  highly  humorous, 
which  is  the  whole  point  of  the  show, 
mocking  the  dozens  of  reality  TV 
shows  that  have  come  out  in  the  past 
couple  of  years. 

Scrambling  to  make  Gould  feel 
better  after  the  exit  of  Earl,  the  pro- 
ducers arranged  for  a "Sumo"  chal- 
lenge where  the  contestants  wear 
Sumo  suits  and  fight  for  a chance  at 
immunity. 

The  first  round  was  Matt  vs.  Dr. 
Pat,  in  which  Gould  slammed  down 
Dr.  Pat.  Dr.  Pat  suffered  a head  injury, 
which  wasn’t  part  of  the  script.  Now 
with  the  exit  of  Earl  and  hurting  Dr. 
Pat,  Gould  was  near  a breakdown.  But 
by  the  end  of  the  episode,  Matt  had 
won  the  Sumo  challenge  and  given  his 
prize  to  Dr.  Pat,  so  everything  was 
neatly  resolved. 

The  newly  christened  SpikeTV 
has  a funny  show  on  its  hands.  Al- 
though it  is  the  "First  Network  for 
Men,"  any  fan  of  reality  TV  shows  will 
enjoy  Joe  Schmo  and  his  mishaps  in 
this  fake  world. 

The  Joe  Schmo  Show  airs  Tues- 
day nights  at  8p.m.  on  SpikeTV. 
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HOROSCOPES 


Aries 

Don’t  listen  to  your 
V friends.  The  albino 
| gymnast  you  met  last  week 
is  perfect  for  you. 


Taurus 

You  should  really 
consider  challenging  the 
world  record  for  longest 
toenails. 


• JH.  xtjk'  Gemini 

G'vc  'n  ,0  t*lc  urEc  10 
shave  your  eyebrows. 

■ Ft  What can " huri? 


Cancer 

Now  would  be  a • 
great  time  to  try  squid- . 

flavored  ^ *. 
llama  cheese, 


Leo 

No  matter  how  bad  life 
is,  it  can  always  get 
JSt.  worse.  Remember  that 
when  you’re  getting 
chased  by  a rabid  wildebeest  this  week. 

Virgo 

Avoid  contact  with  any  vy  Vfi 
solids,  liquids  or  gases 
til  allergy  season  is  over,  /fy  ] \ 


Libra 

By  this  time  tomorrow, 
you  will  know  for 
certain  that  the 
boogieman  is  real. 


Scorpio 

Start  a new  trend  by 
accenting  every  outfit 
with  a big  yellow 

snorkel.  ' 


Sa9iMarius 

. Your  lifelong  dream  of 


w 


spontaneously 
combusting  is  about  to 


Capricorn 

Spend  the  week 
pretending  to  be  a 
dinosaur.  If  anyone 
questions  you, 
explain  that  you’re  conducting  a 
sociology  experiment. 

Aquarius 

rTjS-  -..^£  A mysterious  illness  will 
r A overtake  you,  and  the  only 
way  to  cure  it  is  by  bathing 
ft  precisely  53  times  a day  for 
the  next  year. 

Pisces 
You  will  cause  an 

avalanche  resulting  in  y . 

the  birth  of  a new  » yyf 
species  on  the  planet  ' ^ 
Jupiter. 


CD  REVIEW: 

MxPx  returns  with  a bang 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 


MxPx 

Before  and  Everything  After 
Rating. 


After  10  years  of  defining  the  pop- 
punk  genre,  MxPx  releases  Befoiv  Ev- 
erything and  After , an  album  that 
changes  the  pace  a bit.  Even  if  it  is  not 
quite  what  their  fans  are  used  to,  this 
album  is  so  much  fun  that  you  will  for- 
give them  for  departing  from  the  for- 
mula. 

With  flashier  producers  in  the  mix 
this  time  around  (Tom  and  Chris  Lord- 
Alge),  the  signature  MxPx  sound  gets 
tweaked  and  enhanced,  bringing  some 
unusual  but  welcome  variations  to  the 
standard  punk  fair. 
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Starting  things  off,  we  huve  the 
rallying  chorus  of  "Play  ft  Loud"  and 
the  playful  and  hook-heavy  “Well- 
Adjusted,"  which  many  fans  will  rec- 
ognize as  the  song  from  the  Diet  Pepsi 
commercial.  These  are  followed  up  by 
some  slower  (by  punk  standards) 
tracks,  but  Mike  Herrera  knows  how 
to  craft  songs  that  will  resonate  at  any 
tempo. 

“Brokenhearted"  is  sure  to  elicit 
both  sympathy  and  grins  with  lyrics 
like,  “You  said  you  never  really  fell  a 
thing,  you  said  you  didn’t  like  the  way 
I sing.  ..I'm  not  crying.  I’ve  got  some- 
thing in  my  eye.” 

"First  Day  of  the  Rest  of  Our 
Lives"  is  a romantic  confection  with  a 
chorus  that’s  sure  to  gel  stuck  in  your 
head,  and  it’s  followed  by  "Everything 
Sucks  (when  you’re  gone),"  a theme 
most  people  can  relate  to.  The  punchy 
rhythms  are  accented  by  a funky  gui- 
tar riff  that  almost  sounds  like  it 
could’ve  been  borrowed  from  a coun- 
try song.  But  don’t  let  that  scare  you! 
This  won’t  be  showing  up  on  CMT 
anytime  soon. 

"Quit  Your  Life"  features  acous- 
tic guitars,  piano  and  even  strings  as 
an  accompaniment  for  this  completely 
sweet  song  that  could  he  considered  a 
grownup  sequel  to  "Move  to 
Bremerton."  Even  though  this  is  the 
slowest  song  on  the  album,  it’s  my  fa- 
vorite from  this  album.  Just  the  per- 
fect love  song.  The  piano  resurfaces 
on  "Don’t  Walk  Away,"  another  bal- 
lad. 

"More  Everything"  is  about  want- 
ing “more  kissing  in  the  car.  more  star- 
ing at  llie  stars,  more  color  outside  the 
lines,  more  undivided  time.”  no  doubt 
inspired  by  life  on  the  road  that  takes 
the  band  away  from  their  loved  ones. 
"You’re  Not  Alone"  promises  that 
"The  lime  is  near  when  I won’t  need 
this  phone."  further  establishing  the 
difficulties  of  long  distance  relation- 
ships. 

However.  “Kings  of  Hollywood" 
proves  that  life  on  the  road  isn’t  all 
loneliness,  with  a killer  bass  groove 
and  lots  of  energy  as  it  tells  tales  of 
crazy  nights  on  the  road  and  on  the 
town.  "The  Capitol"  keeps  things 
moving  as  well,  and  sounds  like  it 
could’ve  been  a b-sidc  from  the  Ever 
Passing  Moment  sessions. 

The  album  closes  with  “You 
Make  Me,  Me,"  the  kind  of  song  ev- 
eryone wishes  someone  would  write 
about  them.  The  punk  vibe  we’ve 
learned  to  expect  from  MxPx  comes 
through  as  a backdrop  to  the  lyrics 
“You  make  me  laugh,  you  make  me 
cry,  you  make  me  live,  you  make  me 
die." 

This  is  definitely  MxPx’s  most 
mature  and  varied  effort  to  date.  It’s 
clear  that  they  put  a lot  of  work  into 
the  album,  and  diehard  fans  should  be 
just  as  pleased  as  new  listeners. 

Make  sure  you  check  out  the  en- 
hanced portion  of  the  CD  for  some 
humorous  and  enlightening  features, 
including  behind  the  scenes  video 
footage  and  the  music  video  for  “Ev- 
erything Sucks." 
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TV  Review:  The  O.C.:  not  just  another  teen  show 


By  Lisa  Frieri 

Ever  felt  like  an  outsider  looking 
in?  This  is  the  basis  for  the  new  show 
The  O.C.  (which  stands  for  Orange 
County).  The  show  centers  around 
Ryan  Atwood,  a good  kid  from  the 


wrong  side  of  the  tracks.  His 
mischievous  ways  have  put  him  in  the 
hands  of  Sandy  Cohen,  his  public 
defender. 

Ryan  is  set  to  go  to  juvenile  hall 
for  helping  his  brother  steal  a car  until 


Sandy  takes  him  in  at  his  posh  Newport 
Beach  home.  This  upsets  Sandy's  wife, 
Kirsten,  but  delights  his  17-year-old 
son,  Seth.  Ryan's  first  outing  at 
Newport  is  a fashion  show,  where 
everyone  is  wondering  about 


rJ!ool  low  far  ijouvc  come! 

finish  yotiT  degree  and  go  even  further 


Did  you  know  that  your  previous  college  credit, 
military  or  technical  credit  and  life  experience  can 
count  toward  your  bachelor's  degree?  And  that  you 
could  be  up  to  33%  closer  to  graduation? 

Talk  to  us  about  getting  into  an  accelerated  adult  degree 
completion  program  in  Applied  Behavioral  Sciences, 
Healthcare  Leadership,  Management  or  Management 
Information  Systems. 


National-Louis  University 

1.888.NLU.TODAY 


You’ll  benefit  from: 

▲ Small  class  sizes:  89%  have  20  or  fewer  students. 
Ranked  #2  by  U.S.  News  & World  Report* 

▲ Smallest  average  undergraduate  student  loan  debt: 
$8,840.  Ranked  #3  by  U.S.  News  & World  Report* 

▲ Convenient  classes  that  meet  one  evening  per  week 

▲ Accelerated  format  for  degree  completion  in  as 
little  as  12  months** 

▲ Faculty  with  extensive  practical  experience 

▲ Our  dedication  to  affordable  education  with 
financial  aid  and  scholarships  available 


You  may  be  closer  than  you  think  to  having 
your  degree.  You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  find  out! 
Call  1.888.NLU.TODAY  or  visit  nlyou.con 


attend  a 
transfer  admission  day: 
Tuesday,  October  28  • 5pm-7pm 

Wheaton  campus  • 200  S.  Naperville  Rd. 


For  more  information  call 

1.888.NLU.TODAY  or  go  to  nlyou.com. 


the  new  kid  in  town.  Ryan  befriends 
the  girl  next  door,  Marissa,  when  he 
goes  outside  for  a cigarette,  while  she 
is  waiting  for  her  boyfriend,  Luke  to 
pick  her  up.  Ryan  slowly  realizes  that 
Marissa,  much  like  everyone  else  in  the 
O.C.,  has  multiple  problems  although 
her  life  seems  picture  perfect. 

As  each  week  goes  on,  the  audi- 
ence gets  to  know  Ryan,  Marissa,  Seth, 
and  Summer,  Seth's  crush  who  is 
Marissa's  close  friend. 

Just  as  Ryan's  life  seems  to  get 
better,  Marissa's  seems  to  be  crum- 
bling. She  soon  realizes  her  father  has 
financial  troubles,  her  boyfriend  is  jeal- 
ous of  her  friendship  with  Ryan,  and 
her  parents'  marriage  is  falling  apart. 
As  her  friendship  with  Ryan  gets  stron- 
ger, she  starts  to  question  her 


relationship  with  boyfriend  Luke. 

Seth,  who  was  also  an  outsider,  is 
slowly  starting  to  find  the  social  scene 
thanks  to  Ryan.  With  his  bad  boy 
looks,  Ryan  soon  has  the  all  the  girls 
swooning,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  the 
guys,  including  Luke.  Although  the 
show  has  been  compared  to  other  Fox 
shows,  such  as  90210  and  Melrose 
Place,  it  doesn’t  throw  the  audience 
off  with  unintelligible  dialogue,  a la 
Dawson's  Creek.  The  O.C  does  not  try 
to  sugar  coat  the  party  lifestyle  in 
which  the  spoiled  kids  of  the  O.  C.  live 
in,  showing  kids  doing  cocaine,  and 
in  the  pilot  episode,  Seth  walking  in 
on  three  kids  in  a bath  tub. 

Unlike  the  other  fluff  shows  on 
Fox,  such  as.  Paradise  Hotel , The  O.C 
actually  has  substance. 


Inside  Sales/ 
Telemarketing 

Downtown  Joliet 
1 block  from  busline 

$8. hr.  + commission 

Flexible  hours. 

Call  Georgia  Lipp 
at  815-722-4750 


I 


GOVERNORS  STATE  UNIVERSITY 


"I  love  GSU. 
The  professors  treat 
you  with  respect. 
You're  not  just  another 
student.  You're  an 
individual." 


Adelicia  Garcia 
GSU  Undergraduate  Student  in 
Early  Childhood  Education 


empower 

yourself 

46  degree  programs 
Affordable  - financial  aid  for  part-time  students 
Small  class  sizes 

Convenient  - afternoon,  evening,  weekend  classes 
Web-based  instruction,  too 

Open  House 
Saturday,  November  8,  2003 


Governors 

State 

University 


empower  yourself 


708.534.4490 
www.govst.edu 
University  Park,  IL 


College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
College  of  Business  and  Public  Administration 
College  of  Education 
College  of  Health  Professions 
Board  of  Governors  Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  Program 
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Route  66  hosts 


nationals 


By  David  Cummings 

Welcome  Race  Fans!  That’s  the 
sign  you  see  when  you  know  you  are 
getting  close  to  the  quarter-  mile  drag 
strip  known  as  Route  66  in  Joliet  where 
the  NHRA  holds  one  of  their  biggest 
events,  the  CARQUEST  Auto  Parts 
NHRA  Nationals. 

Before  the  races  begin,  fans  walk 
around  the  pits  waiting  for  the  first  car 
to  be  fired  up  and  get  a few  souvenirs 
autographed  by  their  favorite  drivers. 
There  are  no  words  that  can  righteously 
describe  what  it’s  like  to  stand  behind 
a 7,000  horsepower  top  fuel  dragster 
when  they  test  the  engine.  You  can’t 
see,  you  can’t  hear,  and  you  can’t 
breathe.  The  nitro  racing  fuel  is  enough 
to  make  tears  fall  from  a grown  man’s 
eyes. 

“They  truly  are  tears  of  joy,”  said 
lifelong  race  fan  Rodney  Howe.  And 
when  the  crew  taps  the  throttle  the 
sound  is  loud  enough  to  make  more 
than  half  the  crowd  jump  and  wonder 
what  just  happened. 

The  first  division  to  race  is  the 
Nitro  Harley  bikes.  These  bikes  make 
everyday  motorcycles  look  like  a kid’s 
first  bicycle.  During  this  time,  how- 
ever, most  fans  are  still  lingering  in  the 
pits  getting  their  lungs  full  of  nitro.  The 
winner  of  the  finals  was  Mark  Conner, 
beating  Doug  Vancil  6.733  seconds  to 
16.818  seconds. 

The  pro-stock  cars  are  the  second 
group  of  racers  to  go  and  they  go  fast, 
reaching  speeds  close  to  250  mph.  In 
the  semi-finals,  Jeg  Coughlin  takes  the 
win  by  one  hundredth  of  a second  and 
qualifies  to  race  Greg  Anderson. 

The  final  race  for  pro-stock  cars- 
was  between  Coughlin  and  Anderson. 
The  race  was  so  close  that  most  of  the 
fans  in  the  stadium  thought  Anderson 
was  the  winner,  but  as  it  turned  out 


Coughlin  won  by  Anderson  redlining 
at  the  start  of  the  race. 

Funny  cars  mean  serious  business 
in  drag  racing.  The  stadium  is  nearly 
full  when  the  first  two  cars  do  their 
bum  outs  and  then  creep  up  to  the  start- 
ing line.  Suspense  fills  the  hearts  of  the 
fans  as  Castrol  Syntec  owner  John 
Force  races  against  his  own  teammate 
Tony  Pedregon.  The  lights  on  the  board 
turn  green  and  in  a matter  of  seconds, 


Force  is  beaten  by  his  own  driver. 

In  the  finals,  Pedregon  races 
against  the  driver  of  the  Checker 
Schucks  Kragcn  car,  Phil  Burkart. 
Pedregon  takes  off  leaving  the  oppo- 
sition at  the  starting  line.  It  turns  out 
that  the  Checker  car  had  a minor  oil 
leak  and  they  shut  it  down  for  safety 
purposes,  giving  away  the  race. 
Pedregon 's  score  was  4.769  seconds 
at  3 16.52  miles  per  hour. 


Finally  it’s  time  for  top  fuel 
dragsters,  the  bread  and  butter  of 
NHRA  drag  racing.  The  cars  bum  80 
gallons  of  nitro  per  race.  They  go  from 
zero  to  350  mph  in  4.5  seconds  or  less. 
The  stadium  is  now  filled  to  see  two 
7,000  horsepower  vehicles  take  off  at 
the  same  time.  During  the  semi-finals 
Miller  Light  driver  Larry  Dixon  almost 
flipped  his  car.  but  managed  to  stay  on 
track  and  win  in  the  finals  with  retired 


Budweiser  driver  Kenny  Bcrnstcir 
who  is  racing  for  his  son  Scott) 
Bernstein  after  a bad  crash  that  left 
Scotty  Bernstein  unable  to  race 
Bernstein  won  4.503  seconds  to  4.63f 
seconds  at  328  miles  per  hour  making 
this  race  his  36th  championship  in  top 
fuel  racing. 

2003  CarQuest  Auto  Parts  NHRA 
Nationals  was  a great  race  for  the 
winners  and  the  fans. 
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and  weekend  classes  at  our  Loop  and  Schaumburg  campuses — 
including  online  options — lets  you  decide  when  and  where  to  study. 
With  a Roosevelt  degree,  you'll  move  ahead  in  a flash. 
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Men's  football  takes  lunge  forward 


By  Andrew  Hrubec 

The  Wolves  are  back  on  track. 
After  a season  opening  loss  toWilliam 
Rainey  Hjrper  College,  the  Wolves 
seem  to  have  fixed  all  that  was  wrong 
in  the  world  and  put  together  a string 
of  impressive  wins. 

Running  backs  Antoine  Bagwell, 
Kelly  Baraka  and  Niccos  Scott  have 
been  outstanding.  Establishing  a solid 
running  game  is  a key  ingredient  to  a 
good  offense. 

With  (he  running  game  in  tact,  the 
Wolves  arc  able  to  keep  their  oppo- 
nents in  check  by  attacking  with  a good 
mix  of  running  and  passing. 

Sophomore  quarterback  Jeff 
Polley  has  taken  advantage  of  athletic 
wide  receivers  such  as  Dareon  Spen- 
cer and  Nathan  Hardwick. 

In  six  games,  Polley  already  has 
10  touchdown  passes.  While  only  see- 
ing limited  playing  time,  freshman 
quarterback  Kevin  Warner  has  com- 
piled 272  yards  on  14-19  passing  with 
two  touchdowns. 

Defensively,  the  Wolves  are  lead 
by  sophomore  Rob  Ninkovich. 

Through  six  games,  Ninkovich 
has  recorded  30  tackles  and  thirteen 
sacks. 


Wolves  are  flying  high  after  48-6  thrashing  of  COD.  Photo  by  Matt  Furlnne 


"At  the  mid-way  point  of  the  sea- 
son we  are  coming  together  as  a team, 
but  there  is  still  room  for  improve- 
ment," coach  Bob  MacDougall  said. 
"If  we  can  keep  our  focus  and  execute 
properly  these  next  couple  of  weeks, 
we  should  be  in  good  shape  towards 
the  end  of  the  season." 

With  remaining-games  left  against 
Air  Force  JV,Grand  Rapids  Commu- 
nity College  and- Harper  College,  it 
once  again  appears  that  the  Wolves  are 
the  team  to  beat. 


MEN’S  FOOTBALL  SCHEDULE 

S/30  Harper  College  22  - JJC  2 1 
9/6  JJC  55  - Rock  Valley  College  7 
9/13  JJC  34 -College of DuPage 0 
9/20  Ellswoth  C.C.  16 -JJC  40 
9/27  JJC  28  - Grand  Rapids  C.C  2 1 
10/4  Rock  Valley  College  0 - JJC  53 
1 0/1 1 College  of  DuPage  4 - JJC  8 
10/17  Air  Force  JV  @ JJC 
10/25  Grand  Rapids  C.C.  @ JJC 
11/1  JJC  @Harper  College 


Women’s  soccer  gets  their  kicks 


By  Adam  Fox 

When  the  United  States  Women’s 
Soccer  Team  entered  the  World  Cup 
this  year,  it  was  a continuation  of  an 
American  dynasty.  The  last  time 
America  hosted  the  women’s  World 
Cup,  the  home  team  came  away  with 
the  gold.  But  what  does  that  mean  for 
next  years  soccer  stars? 

Well  for  the  women’s  soccer  team 
at  JJC,  it  means  the  next  time  you  see 
a World  Cup  match  we  might  be  rep- 
resented highly. 

This  seasons  Women’s  soccer 
team  is  far  from  being  the  best  in  the 
nation,  but  they  are  doing  surprisingly 
well.  Leading  the  way  for  the  Lady 
Wolves  have  been  forwards  Ashley 
Mefferd  and  Jana  Underwood.  Mefferd 
is  leading  the  Lady  Wolves  with  10 
goals  and  three  assists,  and  Underwood 
currently  is  the  assist  leader  with  10 
assists  and  also  five  goals. 


Wolves  dominate  the  field.  Photo  by  Matt 

The  Lady  Wolves  have  a record 
of  four  and  five  as  of  Oct.  6,2003,  with 
seven  games  to  play.  That  is  double  the 
wins  form  last  year. 

So  what  has  been  the  key  to  vic- 
tory? Well  it  has  been  an  unstoppable 
offense,  and  a above-average  defense. 
Along  with  Mefferd  and  Underwood 
leading  the  charge  on  offense  it  has 
been  midfielder  Andrea  Hutson  and 
forward  Kim  Grzanka. 


Defensively,  Kristina 
and  Katrina  Kingman  have 
formed  into  a formidable  pair 
of  defenders 

However,  sometimes 
even  the  best  lose.  This  was 
the  case  when  the  Lady 
Wolves  lost  to  Moraine  Val- 
ley Community  College  on 
Thursday  Oct.  2. 

The  Wolves  were  domi- 
Furlane  na|ecj  j,y  a score  of  7- 1 . 

The  lone  goal  scorer  was 
Underwood,  with  Mefferd  on  the  as- 
sist. 

Will  this  mean  that  the  Lady 
Wolves  will  give  up?  Never,  not  as 
long  as  Dan  Furlan  is  there  head  coach. 
For  every  game  and  practice,  he  brings 
an  intensity  about  him,  that  helps  pro- 
pel his  team  to  victory.  Let’s  hope  he 
can  motivate  these  female  athletes  to 
many  more  wins. 


Men’s  soccer  keeps  on  kicking  away 


By  Adam  Fox 

The  men’s  soccer  team  started  the 
season  with  three  straight  looses  to 
Elgin  Community  College,  Rock  Val- 
ley College  and  then  to  Moraine  Val- 
ley Community  College.  They  did  not 
even  loose  with  dignity,  they  let  the 
three  teams  score  a combined  1 0 goals, 
while  they  only  scoring  three,  collec- 
tively. So  when  the  Wolves  played 
Rock  Valley  College  again  on  Sept.  30, 
they  were  looking  for  some  revenge. 

On  the  verge  of  a three  game  win 
streak,  the  longest  of  the  season,  the 
Wolves  were  hungry  for  some  revenge. 
With  this  in  mind,  the  Wolves  played 
one  of  there  best  games  of  the  season. 
Leading  the  charge  offensively  was 
Sophomore  Forward  Fernando  Garcia, 
who  scored  three  goals,  what  is  called 
a hat  trick,  his  first  of  the  season. 

By  the  end  of  the  first  half  the 
Wolves  were  leading  2-0,  but  in  the 
second  half,  the  Golden  Eagles  came 
back  with  an  attacking  style  offense. 
However,  a good  defense  always 
outplays  a good  offense.  And  this  was 
the  case  for  the  game,  the  Golden 
Eagles  could  only  manage  one  goal, 
while  the  Wolves  tallied  three  more. 


with  the  final  score  5- 1 . Also  amount-  Rothstein. 

ing  goals  for  the  Wolves  were  Fresh-  The  Wolves  now  have  a record  of 
man  Jose  Luis  Becerril  and  Tyler  6-5  overall,  and  4-1  in  the  N4C. 


Athletes’ 
antics  no 
model 
for  kids 


Athletes  were  at  one  time  re- 
spected for  their  hard  work  ethic  and 
athletic  ability.  People  could  respect 
what  athletes  did  because  they  were 
giving  their  respective  sport  everything 
that  they  had.  Oh,  how  times  have 
changed. 

The  days  of  hard-nosed  athletes 
like  Dick  Butkus,  Walter  Payton  and 
Michael  Jordan  are  gone.  There  are  still 
tremendous  athletes  in  every  sport,  but 
do  they  always  give  1 10  percent?  And 
for  those  who  don't  give  it  their  all, 
what's  their  motivation? 

"I  feel  that  pro  athletes  start  out 
playing  for  enjoyment  of  the  game,  but 
once  the  money  starts  rolling  in  they 
begin  to  do  it  more  for  the  money," 
stated  JJC  student  Mark  Perrine. 

Alex  Rodriguez,  the  premiere 
shortstop  in  baseball,  signed  the  rich- 
est contract  in  sports  history. 
Rodriguez's  $252  million  contract 
doubled  the  previous  mark  which  was 
held  by  NBA  star  Kevin  Garnett. 
Garnett  re-signed  with  the  Minnesota 
Timberwolves  in  1997  for  $126  mil- 
lion dollars. 

With  athletes  making  record 
amounts  of  money  in  every  sport,  it's 
no  wonder  that  many  of  our  favorite 
sports  arc  full  of  prima  donnas. 

Terrell  Owens,  wide  receiver  for 
theSan  Francisco  49ers,  is  a more  than 
adequate  example.  Owens,  whom  is  a 
terrific  athlete,  is  not  best  known  for 
his  athletic  ability  on  the  football  field. 

Instead,  Owens  is  known  for  his 
childish  antics  and  outbursts.  In  the 
2000  season,  Owens  proceeded  to 


celebrate  a touchdown  by  running  to 
the  middle  of  Texas  Stadium,  the  home 
of  the  Dallas  Cowboys,  and  place  the 
football  in  the  middle  of  the  team  logo 
while  looking  skyward.  The  2002 
season  lead  to  such  touchdown 
celebrations  as  the  infamous  Sharpie 
incident  and  the  "I'm  a cheerleader" 
routine. 

When  asked  how  he  feels  about 
athletes  showboating  during  games, 
JJC  student  Chris  Brownson  replied, 
"I  like  it.  I say  if  you  don't  like  them 
celebrating,  don't  let  them  score." 

It's  hard  to  believe  that  at  one  time 
an  athlete  would  hand  the  football  to 
an  official  after  scoring  a touchdown, 
or  a baseball  player  would  just  simply 
drop  his  bat  to  the  ground  and  chug 
around  the  bases.  These  days  it  seems 
like  a competition  amongst  athletes  to 
see  who  does  the  better  dance  or  taunt. 

It's  tough  to  say  that  youthful  exu- 
berance should  be  reprimanded  in 
sports,  but  when  does  it  cross  the  line? 

Regardless  of  whether  or  not  they 
accept  the  responsibility  of  being  role 
models,  they  are  in  fact  just  that.  Mil- 
lions of  children  watch  their  favorite 
superstars  perform  at  the  professional 
level  everyday.  Some  players  respect 
the  integrity  of  the  sport  in  which  they 
play.  But  there  are  so  many  athletes 
that  don't.  And  for  those  who  feel  the 
need  to  do  the  funky  chicken  after  ev- 
ery touchdown,  or  strut  down  the  court 
after  every  dunk,  they  should  think 
about  how  their  role  models  would  feel 
seeing  them  make  a mockery  out  of 
the  sports  in  which  they  helped  build. 


Athletes  of  the  Issue 


Shawn  McKeown 

When  critics  analyze  a football  team,  they  usually  never  mention  anything 
dbout  the  punter,  This  often  malign  position,  which  the  players  are  often 
labeled  as  “non-athletic".  But  despite  this  criticism,  the  position  of  punter 
is  critical  for  team.  And  for  are  Wolves,  Shawn  McKeown  is  one  of  those 
critical  players.  McKeown  has  punted  29  times  for  1 102  yards,  an  average 
of  38  yards  per  punt.  Which  may  not  seem  like  great  statistics  for  a punter, 
but  those  numbers  rank  him  number  1 1 in  the  NJCAA  ranking  of  punters. 
They  say  that  a strong  defense  and  great  field  position  wins  football  games, 
and  McKeown  does  half  of  that  for  the  Wolves. 


Janna  Underwood 

Every  team  needs  a hero  someone  they  can  count  on,  and  for  the  lady  Wolves 
soccer  team,  Janna  Underwood  is  one  of  those  special  players.  Underwood 
is  the  leading  the  team  in  assist  with  10,  and  is  also  the  has 
the  second  most  goals  on  the  team,  with  5.  Underwood  a Sophomore  who 
graduated  from  Lockport  Township,  plays  forward  for  the  team. 


See 

“In  this  issue” on 
page  2 for  contents 
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GSA 
sponsors 
drag  show 

By  Dave  Cummings 

and  Amanda  Stofko 

On  Oct.  1 1,  Joliet  has  conserva- 
tive foundation  was  given  quite  a shake 
when  Phoenix,  Alysha,  Jennifer, 
Victoria,  Sable  and  Sky,  the  drag  queen 
divas  from  Manuevers,  Joliet’s  gay  bar 
on  the  east  side,  and  a professional 
Chicago  drag  queen,  Babs,  strutted  and 
sang  from  7- 10  p.m.  in  the  cafeteria  to 
celebrate  National  Coming  Out  Day  in 
a way  Joliet’s  never  seen  before. 

"Fags  Outside"  was  what  the  sign 
read  by  the  doors  that  lead  outside. 
The  sign  wasn't  meant  to  be  taken  in  a 
homophobic  way,  but  in  regards  to  tak- 
ing cigarette  breaks  outside.  For  those 
who  are  unfamiliar,  "fag"  is  a term  the 
English  use  in  place  of  the  word  ciga- 
rette. but  in  America  the  word  is  com- 
monly used  to  ridicule  someone  with 
same-sex  preferences. 

The  Gay-Straight  Alliance  was  put 
together  to  stop  that  kind  of  negativ- 
ity and  to  make  homosexuals  and 
straights  more  comfortable  with  each 
other. 

The  17  and  over  show  was  spon- 
sored by  the  Gay  Straight  Alliance, 
which  charged  S3  and  a canned  good 
at  the  door.  All  the  canned  food  items 
and  half  of  the  proceeds  were-donated 
to  the  Aids  Ministry  ofillinois,  which 
will  be  known  in  the  future  as  AGAPE, 
Inc.  The  other  half  of  the  money  raised 
is  being  put  back  into  the  GSA  fund  to 
pay  for  a conference  trip  to  Iowa  in 
February,  sponsor  Kate  Lopez-Gilmore 
said. 

After  some  difficulty  with  the  make 
up,  which  kept  melting  off,  the  show 
started  as  scheduled  at  7 p.m.  The  first 
dancer  to  go  on  stage  was  Ms.  Jade 
who  came  out  in  a steel  bra  with  match- 
ing silver  shorts  and  then  lip-synced 
the  words  to  the  song  “Freakazoid" 
and  did  a provocative  dance  reminis- 
cent of  the  robot.  The  next  dancer  was 
Ms.  Veronica  who  did  the  song 
"Dirrty"  by  Christina  Aguilera.  Then 
came  Ms.  Skye  followed  by  Ms.  Sable, 
Ms.  Babs,  and  2002  Ms.  Gay  Joliet, 
“Ms.  Phoenix." 

Lopez-Gilmore  said  it  was  prima- 
rily advertised  through  the  gay  popu- 
lation to  make  the  event  secure  and 
“gay  friendly."  The  event  was  also 
publicized  sparsely  to  avoid  protest- 
ers, and  extra  security  was  brought  in 
to  prevent  trouble. 

However,  trouble  was  nowhere  to 
be  found,  as  the  show  drew  a crowd  of 
175  people  without  a single  fight.  At- 
tendees included  high  school  and  JJC 
students,  "groupies”  of  the  local  di- 
vas and  Babs,  and  other  people  in  the 
community.  Lopez-Gilmore  and  co- 
sponsor Jason  Fichtel  both  described 
die  show  as  a "success"  and  "fun.” 

Everyone  appeared  to  have  a great 
time.  The  event  was  more  than  just  en- 
tertainment, though;  it  was  about 
being  comfortable  with  who  you  are 
and  widi  different  types  of  people. 

According  to  Lopez-Gilmore,  one 
of  the  cops  present  said,  "This  is  ex- 
actly how  all  school  events  should  be.” 

Lopez-Gilmore  said  even  one  of 
the  divas'  mother  was  present  to  see 
her  son  perform  for  the  first  time. 
Lopez-Gilmore  said  she  thinks  it  may 

See  GSA  on  page  7 


Treats  aplenty  at  JJC! 


Speech 
team  wins 
at  tourney 

The  JJC  Speech  Team  went  to  its 
first  tournament  of  the  year  on  Satur- 
day, Oct.  25.  at  Moraine  Valley  Com- 
munity College. 

Seven  JJC  students  attended,  and 
three  of  them  won  awards.  Attending 
the  tournament  were  Jenna 
Stworzyjanek,  Kevin  Schaefer,  Matt 
Steffen,  Dan  Vergo.  Edwin  Alanis,  Chad 
Schumacher,  Julia  Romashko  and  Josh 
Diller. 

The  team  came  home  with  trophies 
in  the  five  events.  Stworzyjanek  took 
first  place  in  Dramatic  Oral  Interpreta- 
tion and  Intersquad  Extemporaneous 
Duo  Interpretation,  and  won  third 
place  in  Poetry  Interpretation. 

For  Programmed  Oral  Interpreta- 
tion, Shacfer  took  second  place  and 
Alanis  took  fifth. 

Other  schools  at  the  tournament 
included  Northern  Illinois  University, 
Northwestern  University,  North  Cen- 
tral College  (4-year  schools)  and  Col- 
lege of  DuPage,  College  of  Lake 
County.  Harper  College,  Kishwaukee 
Community  College,  McHenry  Com- 
munity College,  Prairie  State  and  Elgin 
Community  College. 

The  next  competition  will  be  Dec. 
6 at  the  College  of  Lake  County. 

Last  year,  the  JJC  speech  team  pul 
in  a strong  performance  at  the  Phi  Rho 
Pi  National  Convention  and  Tourna- 
ment, with  seven  JJC  students  compet- 
ing. One  JJC  student,  Jamie  Motz,  was 
awarded  a silver  medal  for  oral  presen- 
tation. He  was  the  first  JJC  medalist 
since  1987. 

Phi  Rho  Pi  is  a national  forensics 
honorary  society  for  speech  students 
attending  two-year  colleges. 


JJC  Foundation  hosts  annual  scholarship  awards 


Joliet  Junior  College  Foundation 
co-sponsored  the  20th  Annual  Schol- 
arship Awards  Recognition  and  Appre- 
ciation event  on  Sunday,  October  19. 

Over  450  persons  attended  the 
recognition  ceremony.  Students  who 
were  recipients  of  scholarships  were 
honored  for  their  dedication  to  the  pur- 
suit of  education. 

Also  in  attendance  were  scholar- 
ship donors,  JJC  administration,  JJC 
staff.  Foundation  board  members. 
Alumni  Association  Board  members 
and  friends  of  Joliet  Junior  College. 

President  J.D.  Ross  welcomed  re- 
cipients and  donors.  Dr.  Alan 
Hardersen,  vice  president  for  student 
services  delivered  a statement  of  pur- 
pose. Remarks  were  made  by  Ann 
O’Neill.  JJC  Foundation  board  member 
and  Dr.  Denis  Wright,  vice  president 
for  academic  affairs. 

In  academic  year  2003-2Q04,  the 
JJC  Foundation  raised  $295,639  to 
award  584  scholarships  to  students. 
The  Joliet  Junior  College  Foundation 
works  to  fund  scholarships  that  will 
enable  students  to  expand  opportunity 
through  education. 

The  Foundation’s  priority  is  to 
provide  students  within  the  college’s 
district  the  opportunity  to  better  them- 
selves through  education. 

Kristin  Mulvey.  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege executive  director  of  institutional 
advancement  explains,  ’The  impor- 
tance of  these  gifts  is  event  greater 


The  Blazer's  own  Steven  Await  chats  with  JJC  F ounduttah  member  Helen  Harslibarger.  Photo  courtesy  of  Mike  O'Brien 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

No  shortage  of 
candidates  for  2004 
presidential  election 

Just  when  you  thought  that  all  the  interesting  political  candi- 
dates were  fading  into  the  smoky  California  skyline,  along  comes 
the  race  for  a bigger  office  with  even  more  candidates — the  2004 
presidential  election. 

Voters  have  plenty  of  options.  Bush  is  running  again,  of  course, 
but  he's  not  the  only  one.  Widi  nine  democratic  candidates  and  no 
clear  front-runner,  this  race  is  shaping  up  to  be  an  interesting  one. 

Among  the  democrats,  we  have  Carol  Moseley  Braun,  whose 
victory  would  make  her  the  first  female  African-American  presi- 
dent. Or  how  about  Governor  Howard  Dean  of  Vermont,  whose 
website  features  a Halloween-themed  graphic  that  says,  “Bush 
frightens  me.  Frighten  Bush  back!  Contribute  today!”  The  site  goes 
on  to  say  that  the  first  1 0,000  people  to  give  $3 1 or  more  get  a 
“Bush  frightens  me — Vote  Dean"  button. 

And  then  there  are  the  independents  and  third-party  candi- 
dates. While  the  major  parties  would  like  to  persuade  the  public 
that  an  independent  has  no  chance  of  ever  winning  the  White  House, 
these  people  deserve  a chance  to  be  heard. 

These  days,  it  seems  like  Washington  is  overrun  by  blue  bloods 
and  good  ol’  boys,  with  corruption  seeping  into  both  parties.  Maybe 
it's  time  to  shake  things  up  a little  with  a new  party  and  a different 
perspective. 

Take  for  instance  Michael  Badnarik,  the  libertarian  candidate. 
According  to  his  website,  one  of  his  main  goals  is  to  reinstate  the 
rights  of  the  American  people  and  prosecute  any  unconstitutional 
acts.  For  example,  he  favors  decriminalizing  drugs  and  the  re- 
moval of  all  gun  control  laws. 

Then  there  are  whimsical  candidates,  such  as  Henri  Calitri, 
who  is  quoted  on  www.politics  1 .com  as  saying,  “I  am  looking 
forward  to  creating  a large  research  office  in  discovering  immor- 
tality for  a human  being  to  live  til  the  age  of 925  years.” 

With  candidates  like  these  in  the  running,  every  American  should 
be  anticipating  next  year’s  election.  Do  some  research  and  pick  a 
candidate  you  like.  There  are  plenty  to  choose  from. 
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Three  religions  meet 
at  crossroads  of  tolerance 


By  Jim  Allocco 

On  Oct.  20,  Joliet  Junior  College 
hosted  a lecture  presented  by  Rasheed 
Hosein,  titled  "People  of  the  Book." 
Hosein  is  the  director  of  Mid  East  Stud- 
ies at  the  University  of  Chicago  and 
his  speech  was  done  accordingly  on 
the  history  and  nature  of  Islam. 

Not  only  did  the  two-hour  speech 
contain  interesting  history  on  the 
Middle  East  region,  but  Hosein  also 
included  many  other  religions  and  cul- 
tures. Much  of  the  history  he  dis- 
cussed was  on  Christianity  and  Juda- 
ism, since  these  same  traditions  and 
beliefs  of  course  are  deeply  rooted  in 
the  Islamic  faith  and  culture.  Hosein 
constantly  supplied  evidence  of  the 
intersection  of  these  three  religions. 

One  such  example  is  when  Hosein 
provided  ten  passages  from  the  Torah 
(Old  Testament),  the  Bible  and  the 
Qur’an,  and  asked  the  audience  to 
guess  which  book  the  passages  came 
from.  Many  of  them  seemed  similar  to 
familiar  passages  from  the  Torah  and 
Bible,  but  to  almost  everyone’s  sur- 
prise, Hosein  had  copied  all  10  of  the 
passages  straight  from  the  Qur'an. 


That  is  the  overall  message  Hosein 
was  attempting  to  provide  at  the  event. 
He  said  that  he  wasn’t  trying  to  preach 
or  to  convert  anyone  to  Islam.  His  main 
goal  was  to  educate  everyone  in  the 
hopes  that  tolerance  of  other  religions 
will  soon  follow. 

Among  the  30  people  who 
dropped  by  the  lecture  were  two  pro- 
fessors visiting  JJC  from  Finland  and 
The  Netherlands.  Other  attendees  in- 
cluded many  JJC  staff  and  students. 

JJC  student  Carl  Guzman  attended 
the  event.  He  said  he  came  because 
the  speech  looked  interesting,  which 
seemed  to  be  the  case  for  most  partici- 
pants. Guzman  added  that  he  learned 
about  the  event  through  the  Interna- 
tional Students  Club  (ISC). 

The  ISC  sponsored  the  speech 
and  is  preparing  another  lecture  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  13.  Anyone  interested 
in  the  next  event  can  contact  Berta 
Arias,  head  of  the  ISC,  at  280-2270,  or 
drop  by  an  ISC  meeting  in  C-1058  ev- 
ery other  Monday  at  2 p.m. 

Anyone  interested  in  Rasheed 
Hosein’s  presentation  can  contact  him 
at  rihosein@midwav.uchicago.edu. 


Sociologist  addresses 
gender  equality  issues 


Michael  S.  Kimmel  is  a sociologist  and  author  who  has  received  international 
recognition  for  his  work  on  men  and  masculinity.  Kiinmel  is  National 
Spokesperson  for  the  National  Organization  for  Men  Against  Sexism  (NOMAS), 
and  has  lectured  at  over  200  colleges  and  universities. 


By  Maria  Zamudio 

On  Tuesday,  Oct.  28,  sociologist 
Michael  Kimmel  made  a presentation 
in  the  JJC  Theater.  The  author  of 
Gendered  Societies  talked  about  rela- 
tionships between  women  and  men. 
He  began  by  talking  about  his  16  mil- 
lion-selling  book.  Women  are  Venus 
Men  are  from  Mars.  This  book  empha- 
sized the  differences  between  both 
genders,  rather  than  the  similarities.  He 
compared  women’s  attitudes  towards 
men  from  1970  to  2000,  explaining  data 
from  a survey.  Nowadays,  women  ex- 
pect more  from  men  and  are  more  dis- 
appointed, said  Kimmel.  These  atti- 
tudes have  to  do  with  the  changes 
women  have  undergone  over  the  past 
30  years. 

Kimmel  identified  four  fundamen- 
tal areas  of  societal  change  that  have 
impacted  women. 

First,  women  made  gender  visible. 
Gender  is  one  of  the  fundamental  build- 
ing blocks  of  self  identity.  The  first 
study  focusing  on  women  took  place 
in  1 972.  The  second  area  of  change  was 
the  incorporation  of  women  into  the 
labor  force.  Third  is  the  balance  be- 
tween work  and  family.  Women  are 
forced  to  have  a second  shift;  this  re- 
fers to  the  household  tasks  women 
have  to  perform  And  finally,  attitudes 
have  changed  with  regard  to  women’s 
sexuality.  Women  today  feel  that  they 


are  entitled  to  pleasure. 

Kimmel  also  explained  the  mascu- 
line role  in  American  society.  American 
masculinity  is  linked  with  lack  of  emo- 
tional vulnerability.  Masculinity  is  also 
linked  to  economical  success.  Accord- 
ing to  Kimmel,  sexual  harassment, 
which  creates  a hostile  environment 
has  been  used  in  the  work  place  to  re- 
mind women  their  place  in  a "men’s 
world." 

However,  Kimmel  pointed  out  that 
women’s  equality  is  not  a loss  for  men, 
but  rather  a gain  for  men.  Men  would 
have  better  relationships  with  women, 
men,  sons,  and  daughters.  Regardless 
of  ethnic  background  or  traditions, 
men  want  to  be  good  fathers,  said 
Kimmel.  Men  would  be  better  parents 
if  they  would  spend  quantity  instead 
of  quality  time.  Kimmel  suggested  that 
if  men  started  to  assume  more  respon- 
sibility in  child-rearing,  women  would 
be  able  to  have  both  a career  and  a 
home. 

Other  topics  Kimmel  addressed 
were  date  and  acquaintance  rape  and 
AIDS.  He  slated  that  rape  would  stop 
all  together  if  men  would  make  better 
choices  about  their  bodies. 

Kimmel  closed  his  lecture  with  a 
quote  from  a New  York  journalist  dat- 
ing back  to  1917:  "Feminism  will  make 
it  possible  for  the  first  time  for  men  to 
be  free.” 
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Epicurean  Festival 

The  Culinary  Arts/Hospitality 
Management  Department's  Epicurean 
Festival  of  Food  and  Wine  will  be  held 
on  Friday,  Nov.  2 1 , at  the  Renaissance 
Center  on  the  City  Center  Campus.  The 
cost  is  S50  per  person,  and  all  are 
welcome.  Tickets  are  available  in  room 
J-0009. 

English  Faculty  Tenure 

Stacey  Murphy  of  the  English  and 
Foreign  Language  Department  and 
Michelle  Myer  of  the  Business 
Department  received  tenure  status 
beginning  January  2004. 

"Both  Ms.  Murphy  and  Ms.  Myer 
have  already  made  important 
contributions  to  Joliet  Junior  College 
and  provide  excellent  role  models  for 
other  new  faculty."  said  Dr.  Denis 
Wright,  vice  president  of  Academic 
Affairs. 

Romeo  and  Juliet 

The  Fine  Arts  Theatre  production  of 
William  Shakespeare’s  Romeo  and 
Juliet  are  now  on  sale.  The  play  runs 
from  Nov.  6-9  and  14-15.  The  cost  for 
this  epic  tale  is  S5  for  the  General  Public: 
$4  JJC  faculty.  Senior  Citizens  and  non- 
JJC  students;  and  $2  lor  JJC  students. 
Tickets  maybe  purchased  at  the  Fine 
Arts  Theater  Box  Office. 

Flu  Shots 

The  JJC  is  offering  Flu  Vaccinations  for 
JJC  students,  faculty  and  friends  on 
Nov.  12,  2003  from  llam-lpm.  The 
vaccination  will  be  open  to  anyone  18 
years  and  older,  and  will  be  given  out 
in  the  Cafeteria.  Prices  for  the  Flu 
Vaccinations  are  SI 6,  and  Pneumonia 
are  $25. 

The  Chef’s  Table 

The  Chef’s  Table  will  be  selling 
Starbucks  Coffee's  regular  fall  blend 
at  $ 1 per  cup  for  a limited  time.  Each 
cup  earns  a raffle  ticket  for  a free 


ticket  to  the  Third  Annual  Epicurean 
Festival  of  Food  and  Wine.  All 
proceeds  will  be  donated  to  a local 
charity. 

Your  Future 
Begins  Today 

International  speaker  and  motivator 
Jason  Dorsey  presents.  Your  Future 
Begins  Today  on  Tuesday.  Nov.  4.  from 
2:30  - 4:30  p.m.  in  the  T-Confcrencc 
Center.  A best-selling  author  of  two 
books  by  age  21,  Dorsey  has  also 
appeared  as  an  expert  on  NBC’s  Today 
Show  and  ABC’s  The  View.  Dorsey  will 
focus  on  how  students  should  set 
goals,  obtain  mentors,  Find  internships, 
and  how  to  market  skills  and  talent.  For 
more  information  or  to  make 
reservations,  contact  the  JJC  Career 
Services  Office  at  ext.  2756. 

Brown  Bag 

Fine  Arts  Professor  Sue  Malmberg 
gives  the  History  of  the  Broadway 
Musical  on  Thursday.  Nov.  6.  The 
Brown  Bag  presentation  takes  place  at 
noon  in  room  J-0006. 

R.I.C.H.  in 
Quality  winners 

September’s  RJ.C.H.  in  Quality  winners 
are  Dianne  Schmitt  of  Business 
Services;  Jan  Walters  of  Veterinary 
Technology:  Jewell  Dennis  of  Project 
Achieve;  Judic  Clark  of  Information 
Technology:  Kate  Lopez-Gilmore  of 
Project  Achieve;  Linda  Goody  of  the 
Business  Office;  Lori  Carpenter  of 
Business  Services;  Pam  Campbell  of  the 
Mail  Center;  and  Pam  Dilday  of  Student 
Services. 

Denise  Forrest  of  the  Physical  Plant 
recently  completed  a four- week  training 
program  in  facilities  management  by  the 
Association  of  Higher  Education 
Facilities  Officers. 

Film  Screenings 

I.F.A.L,  A.  (Independent  Filmmakers 


Alliance  with  Local  Actors)  will  be 
holding  a "screening"  on 
Wednesday.  Nov,  19  at  2 p.m.  in  E- 
1002.  This  club  was  formed  to 
provide  JJC  students  with  the 
opportunity  to  contact  and  network 
with  others  involved  in  and  interested 
in  working  together  on  existing  or 
future  film  media  projects. 

Anyone  interested  in  participating 
and  networking  with  others  interested 
in  film  media  projects  should  attend 
the  Nov.  19  meeting  where  several  club 
members  will  be  showing  and 
discussing  their  projects.  Whether 
you  have  worked  with  film  media  or 
not,  plan  to  attend!  Popcorn,  treats 
and  fun  arc  guaranteed! 

Native  American 
Coffee  House 

November  is  Native  American  Heritage 
Month  at  Joliet  Junior  College. 

In  recoginition  of  this  event,  the  JJC 
Native  American  club  will  hold  its 
annual  Native  American  Coffee  House 
(which  includes  food,  music  and 
storytelling).  The  event  lakes  place 
Wednesday,  Nov  12,  7-9  p.m.  on  the 
bridge.  It's  free  and  everyone  is  invited! 

Fine  Arts  Music  Recital 

Wednesday,  Nov.  26  at  II  a.m.,  there 
will  be  a music  recital  by  the  fine  arts 
music  students , 

It  will  he  held  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre 
and  all  are  invited  to  attend.  For  more 
information,  please  conuict  Jerry  Lewis 
at  ext.  2232. 

Pumpkin  contest  winners 

The  Culinary  Aris/Hospitality 
Management  department  recently  held 
a pumpkin  carving  contest.  Entries 
were  judged  by  Food  Service  and 
Community  Relations,  and  the  winners 
have  been  announced. 

First  place  went  to  Academic  Affairs, 
while  Culinary  Arts  students  Rob 
Robinson  and  Penny  Eller  look  second 
and  third  place,  respectively. 


The  next  issue  of 
Blazer 

hits  newsstands 
on  November  19. 
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Vet  Tech  students 
keep  K-9  safe 


Joliet  Junior  College's  veterinary 
technology  students  recently  pre- 
sented Rex,  a German  Shepherd  police 
dog  from  Czechoslovakia  for  the 
Wilmington  Police  Department,  with  a 
bulletproof  vest.  His  owner  and  part- 
ner, Officer  Kevin  Delaney,  was  very 
thankful  for  the  donation. 

Vet  tech  students  raised  $ 1 ,000  to 
buy  the  vest. 

"I  am  a big  advocate  of  police  dogs 
since  I got  Rex,”  said  Delaney.  “You 
have  to  pick  the  right  dog  for  the  envi- 
ronment you  are  working  in,  but  1 rec- 
ommend dogs  for  community  colleges, 
or  for  anybody." 

Rex  is  a multi-task  dog  that  is  not 
only  highly  trained  to  find  drugs  and 
track  criminals,  but  also  is  excellent  with 
children.  He  currently  takes  part  in  a 
reading  program  in  Wilmington.  Stu- 
dents in  the  second  and  third  grade 
take  turns  reading  to  the  dog  three 


hours  a week  to  help  develop  their 
skills. 

"The  students  don’t  feel  pressure 
from  the  dog  when  reading,"  said 
Delaney.  ‘Teachers  have  seen  big  dif- 
ferences in  the  reading  ability  of  the  1 5 

- 20  students  that  have  already  read  to 
the  dog." 

"1  am  really  proud  of  the  students 
and  sponsors  of  the  vet  tech  program,” 
said  Dr.  Scott  Keller,  coordinator  and 
professor  of  veterinary  technology,  “A 
lot  of  people  talk  about  doing  things, 
but  our  students  actually  do  them.  This 
is  the  fifth  dog  vest  they  have  donated 

- we’re  talking  $5,000.  Most  student 
clubs  that  raise  money  have  pizza  par- 
ties, but  our  students  distribute  the 
money  to  good  causes,  and  that  makes 
me  so  proud,"  said  Keller. 

Information  courtesy  Diana  M. 
Rusch,  Public  Information  Specialist 


From  left.  Chief  Peter  Comanda.  Commander  Melvin  Cornelius  and  Officer  Kevin  Delaney  pose  with  Rex. 

Photo  by  Brian  Delaney 
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JJC 

Police 

Reports 

Tues.  10-7  Fire  Alarm.  Pulled 
box  in  Centennial  Commons,  Building 
5.  No  suspects  or  witnesses. 

Tues.  10-7  Theft.  Subject  tried 
to  pass  counterfeit  $20  bill  in  cafeteria. 

Wed.  10-8  Medical.  Gravy 
bum  on  hand  in  cafeteria.  Person  trans- 
ported to  St.  Joseph  Hospital. 

Fri.  10-10  Medical.  Hydro- 
chloric acid  in  face  at  D 2001  chemistry 
lab. 

Tues.  10-14  Cannabis  use  re- 
ported at  Centennial  Commons.  Inci- 
dent was  unfounded. 

Wed.  10-15  Disorderly  subjects 
reported  on  bridge. 

Thurs.  10-16  Theft.  A psychol- 
ogy text  book  reported  stolen  from  the 
bridge.  Valued  under  $300. 

Thurs.  10-16  Agency  assist  to 
Joliet  Police  Dept.  Report  of  fight  at 
Centennial  Commons  Room  327  Build- 


ing 3.  Unknown  number  of  partici- 
pants. RA  reported  hearing  someone 
had  a knife.  Carl  Johnson  arrested. 

Mon.  10-20  Theft.  Purse  re- 
ported missing  from  in  D-2001.  Valued 
under  $300. 

Mon.  10-20  Theft  from  motor 
vehicle.  Purse  reported  missing  from 
vehicle  in  the  South  Lot  1 . 

Tues.  10-21  Medical  Assist. 
Complaint  of  dizziness.  Joliet  Fire 
Dept,  transported  person  to  St.  Joseph 
Hospital. 

Fri.  10-24  Theft.  Microsoft 
XP  textbook  reported  stolen  from 
bridge.  Valued  under  $300. 

Fri.  10-24  Medical  Assist. 
Dog  bite  reported  from  Vet  Tech  pro- 
gram. 

Mon.  10-27  Possession  of  Can- 
nabis. Maintenance  personnel  found 
cannabis  in  Centennial  Commons. 


Prepared  by  Brian  Delaney. 


The  Blazer  is  looking 
for  a photographer  or 
two.  If  you  have  photo 
skills  and  want  to 
publish  in  your  student 
newspaper,  contact  Bob 
Marcink  at  280-2607. 
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Professor  Profile:  Dr.  Jason  Fichtel  and  Stacey  Murphy 
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By  Kevin  Milligan 

Their  office  is  a fluny  of  activity 
during  any  given  time  of  the  school 
day.  Their  open  door  serves  as  both 
constant  invitation  and  welcome  re- 
treat to  discuss  a wide  array  of  topics, 
ranging  from  the  literary  to  the  in- 
tensely personal,  oftentimes  covering 
both  in  the  same  sitting. 

Yet  for  Dr.  Jason  Fichtel  and 
Stacey  Murphy,  two  of  the  English  and 
Foreign  Language  Department's  prom- 
ising young  minds,  one  gets  the  sense 
that  actual  classroom  instruction  is 
only  a mere  fraction  of  their  vision  of 
the  teaching  experience. 

“We’re  breaking  down  the  ‘po- 
dium barrier,’  and  the  comfort  level 
breeds  confidence  in  students." 
Murphy  commented.  “We  don’t  just 
teach  our  classes  and  go  home." 

Fichtel,  a former  Oswego  High 
School  graduate,  went  on  to  Illinois 
State  University  to  complete  his  un- 
dergraduate and  master's  work,  while 
attaining  his  doctorate  degree  at  the 
University  of  New  Mexico. 

Murphy,  a product  of  JJC,  trans- 
ferred to  Eastern  Illinois  University  to 
complete  both  her  bachelor’s  and 
master’s  programs. 

The  teachers'  affection  for  litera- 


ture is  evident  in  their  schedules,  with 
both  shouldering  a myriad  of  course 
work  that  includes  ENG  120,  Creative 
Writing,  and  ENG  105-106,  British  Lit- 
erature (Murphy),  and  ENG  107-108 
Contemporary  Literature  (Fichtel). 
Both  also  teach  several  rhetoric 
classes. 

Murphy  and  Fichtel  agree  that  stu- 
dents connect  with  characters  and  ele- 
ments in  literature  that  may  apply  to 
their  own  individual  lives,  thus  creat- 
ing a very  intimate  interaction  with  the 
subject  matter. 

“They  identify  with  it,  and  see 
things  in  their  own  lives.  That  encour- 
ages them  to  come  and  talk  about  it,” 
Murphy  explained. 

She  adds  that  intense  gratification 
from  the  teaching  standpoint  comes 
from  the  “a-ha  moments,"  or  times  of 
enlightenment  and  understanding  in 
the  material,  especially  for  struggling 
students. 

Fichtel  concurs.  “The  best  days 
for  me  are  when  I can  sit  back  and  watch 
students  take  over  and  take  off  with 
the  material,"  he  said.  “The  conversa- 
tions are  always  continuing.  Literature 
is  never  closed." 

Their  passion  for  leaching  doesn’t 
stop  at  the  classroom.  Fichtel  and 


Murphy  maintain  an  active  presence 
among  the  student  body  serving  as 
advisors  for  student-run  organizations. 
Fichtel  advises  the  Gay/Straight  Alli- 
ance, while  Murphy  is  in  her  first  year 
of  overseeing  the  Wordeater,  the  cam- 
pus’ creative  writing  magazine.  Both  are 
also  involved  in  the  Writers’  Guild. 

They  believe  that  by  participating 
in  extracurricular  activities,  they  show 
students  a commitment  to  the  students’ 
lives  outside  the  classroom  and  a gen- 
eral concern  for  their  well-being. 

They  also  believe  the  clubs  and 
Writers  Guild  provide  creative  outlets 
for  students.  The  work  outside  the 
classroom  also  helps  to  create  a bond 
between  students  and  teachers  that 
benefits  both  sides. 

With  teachers  like  Murphy  and 
Fichtel  “breaking’down  the  podium 
barrier,”  the  educational  experience  at 
JJC  continues  to  evolve. 

Have  a suggestion  for  a 
Professor  Profile? 

What  JJC  teacher  would  you 
like  to  get  to  know  better? 
email  your  ideas  to 
blazermail  @jjc.edu 
or  call  us  at  280-2313. 


Dr.  Jason  Fichtel  (above)  and  Stacey  Murphy.  English  department  faculty  members. 

Photos  by  Rosalie  Lewis 


2 MILLION  INVESTORS. 

80  YEARS’  EXPERIENCE. 

1 WEIRD  NAME 

TlAA-CREf  has  a long  history  ol  managing  portfolios  for  the  world's  sharpest  minds. 
Contact  us  for  Ideas,  strategies,  and,  at  the  very  least,  proper  pronunciation. 

TIAA-CREF.org  or  call  800. 842. 2776 


Managing  money  for  people 

with  other  things  to  think  about."' 


Aurora  University 

The  Place  To  Be 


Choose  from  40 
undergraduate  programs 

Earn  or  complete  your 
bachelor’s  degree 

Jump-start  your  career  with 
day  or  evening  dasses 


Learn  about  oi 
scholarships 


Call  800-742-5281 
or  630-844-5533 
for  more  information 
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EVENTS  AROUND 
CAMPUS 


Phi  Tlicia  Kappa  members  Jcnn  Warwick r,  Saeltleh  Sliooshlari 
Zadeli  and  Shannon  Com  sell  taffy  apples  to  raise  money  for  their 
club. 


Photos  by  Adam  Fare  us  and  Brian  Delaney 


Scooby-Doo  and  liis  friends  from  the  child  care  center  get  into  the 
Halloween  spirit  as  they  line  up  for  treats  in  the  halls  of  JJC. 


Johnnie  McKinney  and  Officer  Davis 
demonstrate  ' The  Drunk  Goggles"  during 
Alcohol  Awareness  Week. 


"Brown'"  is  going  lo  pay  my  college  tuition. 

They  have  this  program  called  Earn  and  Learn  . . 
I never  thought  I'd  be  able  to  go  to  college." 


rEam. 

Learn- 


Get « much  as 
$23,000*  in  College 
Financial  Assistance! 


Where  llictc'%  a w\ft,  Ihcio'i  UPS.  II  you  have  the  dome  lo  belief 
your  life  wrlli  a college  degree,  this  Is  ltie  opportunity  lor  you 
tarn  and  learn*1  from  UPS  pr crude-,  up  In  $23,000  in  college 
favandal  assistance  Go  ahead  - sit  at  Die  head  ul  the  class 

PART-TIME  PACKAGE  HANDLERS 

• Earn  $850  per  hour,  with  increases  ol  50C  after  50  days 
and  SIX  after  cue  year 

- Consistent  Weak  Schedule 

• Paid  Vau&ccb 

- Weekly  Paychecks 

■ Weekends  b tfcSdays  Olf 

• Excellent  (knoll is  (Medlcal/Dental/llfe/dOlk) 

To  team  more  cfcoul  Die  Part-Time  Package  Handler  opportunities 
and  the  UPS  Earn  aid  learn fr  Program  al  Joliet  Junior  College, 
please  contact  Lewis  Stnnge  aL 

708-387-4884  ext.  5435 

or  e-mail:  lstrange@ups.ci 


LAWYER'S  ASSISTANT  PROGRAM 


Earn  your  bachelor's 
degree  and  your 
paralegal  certificate 
at  the  same  lime 


get  with  the 
program 


Our  ABA-approved 
program  gives  you  tho 
skills  you  noed  to 


. 


Keep  Going. 

A Bachelor’s  Degree  Is 
Within  Your  Reach! 


At  Trinity  Christian  College,  ywi  can 
finish  your  bachelor's  degree  and/or 
earn  your  teaching  certification  in 

' less  than  two  years. 

AMI  Stirtiw.  Accelerated  Program*. 

This  unique  program  is  designed  tot 
aMts  who  flaw  completed  some  «•**« 
ooursewrt  and  would  li  to  to  earn  a. 
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Ifjdirtf  CorWicalton 
■ Bade**  at  Science  in  Btcinesi 
Trinity's  AMI  Stadia*  profran  I*: 
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attmMtdtsus 

Li  AlfartMa-feiiim  includes  Che  cost  at  hoots  and 
a laptop  computer*  Financial  aid  is  miiVe 
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IwMt  mtftcahcn  in  tm  than  tin  yttn 
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Discount  card  benefits  students 


By  Kevin  Milligan 

The  student  government  un- 
veiled its  newest  idea  during  the  two- 
week  welcoming  session  at  the  onset 
of  the  fall  semester:  the  student  dis- 
count card. 

'The  card  provides  a unique  dis- 
count for  JJC  students  at  various  lo- 
cal businesses,"  said  Anissa  Jones, 
Director  of  Student  Activities. 

The  idea  was  developed  by  the 
student  government  over  the  summer, 
with  Jones  providing  guidance  for 
development.  She  got  the  idea  from  a 
friend  who  was  attending  another 
community  college  that  employed  a 
similar  service  for  students. 


While  the  discount  card  has  been 
well-received  by  the  students  so  far, 
Jones  warned  that  the  process  is  still 
in  a “trial  phase,”  and  still  requires 
some  fine  tuning. 

Jones  recalled  a particular  incident 
where  a student  presented  her  dis- 
count card  at  an  auto  shop  that  had  no 
idea  that  they  were  included  on  the  list. 

Each  business  pays  a fee  to  be 
included  on  the  discount  card  for  the 
duration  of  the  school  year,  with  more 
businesses  being  added  to  the  dis- 
count list  on  a consistent  basis. 

Students  with  any  questions  can 
consult  the  list  by  visiting  the  website 
at  www.studentsavingscluh.com. 


Jones  remarked  that  the  collabo- 
ration of  the  student  government  and 
the  Students  Saving  Club  was  seam- 
less. 

“We  provided  them  with  a list  of 
businesses  that  we  were  interested  in, 
and  they  did  all  of  the  leg  work  in  talk- 
ing with  the  vendors  of  the  particular 
business." 

With  the  anticipated  success,  the 
student  government  will  continue  to 
add  more  businesses  next  year. 

Students  can  pick  up  the  discount 
cards  at  the  student  government  of- 
fice and  the  student  center  (D  1010). 

The  card  is  valid  for  the  entire 
school  year. 


1 Student  Government  & 

Office  of  Student  Activities 

Joliet  Junior  College I 

Discounts  Ever y Time  You  Show  This  Card 

Cri/DFA/T  Chjz'Caru 


www.studentsavingsclub.com 


Eastern  Illinois  University 


JJC  hosts  college  fair 


GSA- 

(continued  from  mine  I) 


Former  Miss  Coy  Joliet  "Phoenix  " perfonns  at  GS/\  s dray  sho 

Photo  courtesy  of  Maneuvers 


have  been  more  comfortable  for  the 
mother  lo  see  her  son  perform  in  u 
school  environment,  rather  than  a bar. 
She  added  that  going  into  a gay  bar 
may  not  always  be  comfortable  for 
someone  who's  straight. 

“At  least  at  the  drag  show,  you'll 
know  other  straight  people  will  be 
there,"  she  said. 

Fichtel  said  the  group  was  highly 
encouraged  by  the  turnout  and  plans 
to  make  it  an  annual  event.  The  enter- 
tainers also  expressed  an  interest  in 
performing  again  next  year. 

Fichtel  said  the  event  gave  stu- 
dents a sense  of  community  and  made 
them  feel  like  they  had  a safe  place  to 
on  the  weekend  without  drinking 


lo  have  fun. 

Lopc/.-Gilmore  said  the  GSA  was 
approached  with  the  idea  last  year  by 
one  of  the  local  drag  queens,  but  pre- 
sented it  this  year  because  the  group 
was  larger  and  "more  proactive." 

She  said  Phoenix,  one  of  the 
Manuevcrs  divas,  "set  everything 
up." 

Lopcz-Gilmore  added  Maneuvers 
donated  its  sound  system,  talent,  DJ. 
lime,  divas  and  MC  for  the  event. 

GSA  member  Chris  Ratuszny  took 
care  of  the  rest,  renting  the  lights  and 
publicizing  the  event. 

Ratuszny  said  it  was  great  to  see 
the  response  and  expose  the  under- 
ground culture  in  Joliet. 


Don  t 


Experience 

* the  Benedictine  DiHerence. 


Worried  about  transferring? 

ppHid  rf tW-  fuel  Ikil  10  petrol  ii r,ur  flihJml j h» w tHtufrml  firm  other  inlkjr*  and 
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• full  tovptwv  of  to  Minch  Mwtitiw  InltlMw  i*l  tin  In  Art.  A»x1iU- 

IliSrvarr  aul  Asaxiltr  In  »i  A/Is  drjtjm 

• .-iHiivs’tmHcJil  by  fivnty  omroiillifd  lo  jlndrJ  uvxwj 

« oOecf  llit  hs  oluanem  unjuul  - urn  ul  Aiiarfci's  Uel  Qilkps  n wfofljal  fc*  tie 
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Don't  be  We  know  what  you  need  lo  succeed. 

lb  find  out  row  Ik  things  tint  rmb-  Bw  wr*  IIUdo*  UnlwoUy  Uv  prfvi  pine  io  mu 
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Greg  Wonnley  signs  up  for  more  information  with  Susan  Thomas  of  University  oj  Illinois. 


By  Amanda  Stofko 

Hundreds  of  prospective  college 
students  swarmed  into  JJC’s  con- 
courses from  5:30-8:30  p.m.  on  Oct.  2 1 
for  the  annual  college  fair  sponsored 
by  Will  County  high  schools. 

As  visitors  arrived,  they  received 
a program  outlining  the  location  of  all 
the  colleges  and  universities  in  atten- 
dance and  information  about  where 
counselors  would  be  available  to  an- 
swer questions  and  give  information 
about  colleges  and  career  schools. 

In  the  Fine  Arts  Theater  from  6-7, 


an  informational  Financial  aid  seminar 
was  offered,  giving  an  overview  of  ap- 
plying for  Financial  aid,  tips  and  dates 
to  remember. 

Representatives  from  almost  all 
major  state  and  private  universities  and 
colleges  in  Illinois  were  available  to 
answer  students’  questions  and  con- 
cerns. 

Other  state  and  private  schools 
from  the  midwest  area  were  in  atten- 
dance as  well,  and  others  ranged  from 
as  far  away  as  Hawaii  PaciFic  Univer- 
sity to  Virginia  Intermont  University. 


Some  school  representatives  pro- 
moted their  schools  by  offering  schol- 
arship information  and  offered  to  waive 
application  fees  for  qualiFied  students 
primarily  based  upon  their  current  GPA 
and/or  ACT  scores. 

Military  academies  such  as  West 
Point  Military  Academy  and  the  United 
States  Air  Force  Academy  were  present 
to  recruit  students  as  well.  One  of  the 
representatives  for  the  Air  Force  Acad- 
emy said  college  fairs  help  get  their 
name  out  and  show  there  are  military 
schools  available. 


Register 


for  JJC 
spring 
semester 
classes 
today! 


miss 

out!!! 
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Howie  Day 


live  at  The  Vic  Theatre 


BOOK  REVIEW: 
THEM:  Adventures 


With  Extremists 


By  Andrew  Hrubec 

The  city  of  Chicago  was  flooded 
with  excited  people  on  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 1 1 . After  all , the  Chicago  Cubs  were 
in  the  MLB  playoffs  and  were  doing 
damn  good.  Not  to  mention  the  Vic 
Theatre,  which  is  located  in 
Wrigleyville,  was  full  of  college  stu- 
dents anxiously  wailing  for  Howie  Day 
to  hit  the  stage. 

It  was  hard  for  many  of  us  in  at- 
tendance to  watch  opening  perform- 
ers Charlotte  Martin — even  though 
she  is  very  talented  and  extremely 
hot — and  Jump  Lillie  Children  because 
the  bar  on  the  second  level  had  cover- 
age of  the  Cubs  game.  But  once  Day 
hit  the  stage,  the  Cubs  were  merely  an 
afterthought. 

With  the  strumming  of  his  guitar, 
the  show  was  underway  with  one  of 
his  many  new  songs,  “Brace  Yourself.” 
The  set  list  also  included:  “Secret,” 
"Numbness  for  Sound,"  “Sunday 
Morning  Song,"  "You  and  a Promise,” 
“Collide,"  "Sorry.  So  Sorry,"  “Ghost” 
with  the  outtro  "Beams  of  Light,”  'Ter- 
fectTime  of  Day,"  ‘Trouble  in  Here," 
"I'll  Take  You  On"  and  "She  Says." 

Prior  to  this  tour,  Day  usually  per- 
formed alone  on  stage.  With  the  release 
of  his  new  album  Stop  All  the  World 
Now,  Day  began  to  tour  with  a band 
beside  him.  For  those  who  have  seen 
Day  perform  live,  they  know  that  he 
has  a unique  way  of  making  up  for  the 
lack  of  a band.  In  layman’s  terms,  he 
uses  foot  pedals  to  record  himself  play- 
ing various  chords,  hitting  the  side  of 
his  guitar,  singing  and  so  on  to  make  it 
sound  as  though  there  is  a band  play- 
ing behind  him.  But  not  to  fear, — Day 
performed  crowd  favorites  "Sorry,  So 
Sorry"  and  "Ghosi"  with  the  outtro 
“Beams  of  Light”  solo. 

During  the  encore,  Day  played 
“Morning  After"  and  "End  of  Days." 
And  if  the  show  weren't  interesting 
enough,  during  "Morning  After,"  one 
of  Day's  guitar  strings  broke,  and  he 


somehow  managed  to  retune  the 
strings  of  his  guitar  while  he  performed. 

The  show  was  outstanding.  It 
won’t  be  long  until  Day  becomes  a 
household  name. 

His  unique  style  allows  for  music 
fans  to  enjoy  a sound  that  is  different 
from  the  average  songs  on  the  radio 
today.  As  Day  continues  to  get  expo- 
sure on  such  shows  as  The  Late  Show 


with  Craig  Kilbom  and  Last  Call  with 
Carson  Daly,  Day  will  soon  become  a 
huge  star  in  the  music  world. 

And  just  in  case  you're  interested 
in  seeing  Howie  Day  live,  he  will  be 
headed  back  to  our  area  when  he  per- 
forms at  Alumni  Hall  in  Bloomington. 
Ind.  on  1 1/16,  Southern  Illinois  Univer- 
sity on  11/17,  and  the  University  of 
Iowa  on  11/20. 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 

In  the  post  9/1 1 world,  the  subject 
of  extremism  has  become  a marquee 
issue  for  the  media  and  a source  of  fear 
for  ordinary  men  and  women  around 
the  world.  Fueled  by  the  media  and 
opposed  by  any  number  of  institutions, 
many  would  consider  extremism  the 
great  threat  of  our  era. 

This  being  said,  I was  a bit  wor- 
ried when  1 heard  that  a British  humor- 
ist had  written  a novel  chronicling  his 
exploits  with  various  extremist  groups. 
Certainly  this  was  one  subject  that 
would  not  be  benefited  by  a touch  of 
humor,  I thought. 

I am  afraid  I was  wrong. 

In  his  journey,  Ronson  spends 
time  with  an  Islamic  extremist  in  Brit- 
ain, PR-obsessed  Klansmen,  the  par- 
ticipants in  Ruby  Ridge,  neo-Nazis,  as 
well  as  a former  soccer  broadcaster 
from  the  U.K.  that  thinks  the  world  is 
run  by  12-foot-tall  lizard  men.  While 
each  of  the  groups  is  unique  in  demo- 
graphic makeup  and  ideological  vision, 
they  all  seem  to  have  one  similar  con- 
cern: That  a small  group  of  men  rule 
the  world  from  a secret  hotel  room. 

From  chapter  one  onward,  the 
novel  becomes  increasingly  surreal.  At 
one  point  the  author  is  revealed  to  be  a 
Jew  at  a Jihad  training  camp  and  is  told 
to  embrace  his  heritage. 

One  of  the  Ruby  Ridge  children 
takes  him  out  to  shoot  at  tin  cans. 

Later  Ronson  himself  discovers  a 


By  Lisa  Frieri 

After  receiving  critical  and  com- 
mercial acclaim  for  his  album,  Room  for 
Squares,  John  Mayer  releases  his 
sophomore  effort.  Heavier  Things. 
Mayer  experiments  with  a variety  of 
different  sounds,  using  saxophones, 
trumpets  and  various  percussions. 

The  first  song  off  the  album  is 
"Clarity,"  which  was  recently  per- 
formed on  the  SNL  season  premiere. 
It's  an  upbeat  song  that  begins  with 
clapping  and  horns  and  has  the  most 
thought  provoking  lyric  on  the  album 
"The  rock  candy  melted/only  dia- 
monds now  remain.” 

The  second  song  is  the  current 
single,  "Bigger  Than  My  Body,"  which 
has  a catchy  hook  and  is  easy  to  sing 
along  to. 

The  next  song  off  the  album  is 
"Something’s  Missing,"  which  di- 
vulges the  private  side  of  Mayer.  "I 
can't  be  sure  that  this  state  of  mind  is 
not  of  my  own  design/I  wish  there  was 
an  over-the  counter-test  for  loneliness 
like  this."  Although  he  is  famous,  he 
gets  lonely  like  everyone  else. 

"New  Deep"  is  a catchy  song  and 
has  potential  for  being  the  next  single. 
With  the  lyric,  "Cause  ever  since  I tried/ 
Trying  not  to  find/Every  little  meaning 
in  my  life/It's  been  cool/With  my  new 
golden  rule,”  Mayer  explains  he’s  not 


mysterious  man  in  a green  Lancia  is 
monitoring  him.  While  disturbing,  the 
author  is  able  to  diffuse  most  incidents 
with  humor. 

This  novel  will  most  likely  not 
change  your  life  or  worldview.  That 
being  said,  Ronson's  great  achieve- 
ment is  his  ability  to  strip  away  the 
demonized  image  we  currently  hold 
towards  extremists  and  grant  them  a 
more  human  face. 

Fear,  it  would  seem,  is  what  every 
extremist  hopes  to  instill  in  those  who 
would  disagree.  By  revealing  their  hu- 
manity and  by  humorously  describing 
their  true  nature,  Ronson  denies  them 
the  weapon  of  fear. 

Likewise  Them  does  a wonderful 
job  of  showing  how.  by  their  very  na- 
ture, extremists  can  force  the  groups 
who  oppose  them  to  take  a polar  op- 
posite view,  becoming  extremists  as 
well,  creating  as  the  title  suggests  an 
“Us"  against  "Them"  approach  to  the 
problem. 

In  the  end.  Them  excellently  dis- 
plays the  first  and  most  valuable  trait 
of  humor,  which  is  its  ability  to  cut 
through  the  rhetoric  and  examine  an 
issue  with  honesty. 

Them  is  a short  novel  that  moves 
very  quickly.  As  a piece  of  humor,  it 
does  not  suffer  from  the  lack  of  poetic 
elements  and  flowery  language. 

A great  conversation  starter.  Them 
is  a worthwhile  way  to  kill  time  in  be- 
tween classes. 


the  same  man  as  he  was  a few  years 
ago.  This  is  the  most  introspective 
song,  taking  after  the  singer- 
songwriters  of  the  1970s,  such  as  James 
Taylor. 

“Come  Back  to  Bed”  is  a slow  love 
song  with  bluesy  undertones,  featur- 
ing sax  and  trumpet  in  the  background. 

Another  love  song  is  “Split  Screen 
Sadness.”  Mayer  pours  his  heart  out 
about  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  love 
lost.  "So  I'll  check  the  weather  wher- 
ever you  are/’Cause  I wanna  know  if 
you  can  see  the  stars  tonight/  It  might 
be  my  only  right."  Anyone  who  has 
ever  been  through  a difficult  breakup 
can  relate  to  the  numbness  Mayer  feels 
in  this  song. 

"Daughters”  is  the  advice  song  of 
the  album,  where  Mayer  looks  outside 
of  his  own  life  for  inspiration.  Girls  are 
not  as  strong  with  matters  of  the  heart 
and  need  their  fathers  to  look  out  for 
them,  or  so  Mayer  believes. 

The  most  upbeat  song  of  the  CD 
is  “Only  Heart.”  Although  he  is  away 
from  the  girl  he  loves,  she  is  the  only 
one  for  him. 

The  album  ends  with  the  song 
"Wheel".  Mayer  believes  the  wheel  of 
love  will  go  on  in  his  life.  Just  as  one 
door  closes,  another  opens.  It  is  the 
perfect  theme  to  end  this  love  infused 
album. 

In  the  CD  booklet,  Mayer  breaks 
the  songs  down,  describing  every- 
thing from  locations  where  songs  were 
written  to  the  keys  in  which  they  are 
played. 

The  enhanced  CD  features 
unreleased  songs,  a must  for  anyone 
who  is  a hardcore  Mayer  fan. 

"Heavier  Things"  isn’t  as  good  as 
"Room  for  Squares"  but  is  still  a pretty 
good  sophomore  effort.  The  album 
shows  how  Mayer  has  matured  as  a 
lyricist  and  musician. 
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Scary  Movie  3 falls  just  short  of  spoof  classic 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Taking  a popular  film  and  making  a 
mockery  of  it  is  no  easy  task.  From 
Young  Frankenstein  to  Hot  Shots!,  a 
filmmaker  must  take  careful  precaution 
to  satisfy  both  followers  of  the  spoof 
sub-genre  and  the  general  movie-go- 
ing public.  Luckily,  the  Scary  Movie 
franchise  has  been  taken  from  the 
hands  of  the  damned  and  given  to  the 
powers  of  spoof  mastery. 

1 had  no  previous  desire  to  see  the 
first  two  Scary  Movie  films,  but  the  third 
installment  takes  place  shortly  after  the 
end  of  part  two.  The  only  reason  1 saw 
Scary  Movie  3 is  because  of  who  made 
it — part  of  the  screenplay  is  written  by 
Kevin  “Silent  Bob”  Smith  and  is  directed 
by  master  of  the  mockery,  David  Zucker 
(Airplane!,  The  Naked  Gun). 

Cindy  Campbell  (a  blonde-haired 
Anna  Farris — the  only  participant  from 
the  previous  films  to  reprise  her  role)  is 
a reporter  who  begins  to  investigate 
mysterious  crop  circles  on  Tom  Logan’s 
(Charlie  Sheen)  farm.  Another  mystery 
involves  the  bizarre  death  of  a close 
friend,  who  watched  a strange  video- 
tape. Mmm,  sound  familiar? 

Now,  Airplane!  is  one  of  the  fun- 
niest movies  ever  made.  Zucker  at- 
tempts with  Scary  Movie  3 to  aim  to- 
ward his  film  of  comedic  pinnacle  ge- 
nius, but  ends  up  grabbing  a bit  of  the 
less  popular  Airplane!  2.  That  notwith- 
standing, Scary  Movie  3 strays  away 
from  the  obscene  humor  of  the  first  two 
movies  and  instead  focuses  on  the  dry, 
subtle  humor  and  pratfalls  of  slapstick. 
Sure,  there  is  a bit  of  toilet  humor  and 
many  groin  shots,  but  the  rating  of  PG- 
13 — compared  to  the  R rating  on 'the 


first  two — make  this  more  family  ori- 
ented, even  if  that  family  is  the 
Osbournes  or  the  Bundys  from 
Married. ..With  Ch ildren . 

Like  Airplane!,  Scary  Movie  3 
focuses  on  the  many  celebrity  appear- 
ances and  cameos  that  are  speckled 
and  sprinkled  within,  most  notably 
George  Carlin,  Jeremy  Piven,  and  man- 
of-a-thousand-spoofs  Leslie  Nielsen, 
especially  when  Carlin  plays  a lonely 
and  semi-excited  "architect”  (hint, 
hint!).  The  comic  gold  of  Nielsen  shar- 
ing his  scenes  with  rapper  Ja  Rule. 
Additionally,  Nielsen  "reprises”  a line 
from  Airplane!  That  is  one  of  the  fun- 
niest moments  from  Scary  Movie  3. 
Of  course,  about  a third  of  the  funny 
scenes  were  already  in  the  trailer. 
Therefore,  the  effect  that  it  had  was 
lessened.  I still  laughed,  though,  so 
don’t  let  that  diminish  your  hopes  for 
laughter.  I laughed  wholeheartedly,  in 
fact,  and  very  often.  Yes,  it’s  true,  I 
laughed  and  cried,  but  the  latter  was 
only  because  of  the  nature  of  the 
former. 

When  Scary  Movie  3 opened  a 
week  or  two  ago,  its  gross  at  the  box 
office  from  Friday  through  Sunday  was 
the  highest  October  opening  ever.  And 
Scary  Movie  4 is  on  the  way,  with 
Zucker  still  in  place  of  the  Wayans, 
who  ironically  still  get  credited  in  the 
credits  (duh!)  even  though  they 
dropped  out  of  one  of  their  creations. 
Too  bad.  I had  fun  without  them.  Okay, 
I’m  glad  they  weren’t  involved,  so 
bring  on  part  four,  Zucker!  And  remem- 
ber, 1 want  to  wish  you  good  luck; 
we’re  all  counting  on  you. 

Visit  Matt’s  Movies  & TV  online 
at  www.matts-movies.com. 


Scary  Movie  3 is  packed  full  of  irrelevant  cameo  appearances  (such  as  these  two...).  Photo  from  Dimension  Films 


The  Blazer  regrets  to  break  the  following  tragic  news  to 
students:  Classes  will  not  be  held  on  November  11 
(Veteran’s  Day)  or  November  27-30  (Thanksgiving). 
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Did  you  know  th*t  your  previous  college  credit,  military’  or  technical  credit  and  life  experience  can  count 
toward  your  Itachelor's  degree*  And  that  you  coold  be  up  to  33%  do*et  to  graduation?  Talk  to  u»  about 
getting  into  an  accelerated  ad  nil  degree  completion  program  in  Applied  Behavioral  Sciences.  Healthcare 
Leadership,  .Management  or  Management  Information  Systems. 

Yooll  benefit  from: 

▲ Small  das*  sixes:  B9%  have  20  or  fewer  KudenD.  Ranked  92  by  US.  News  World  Report' 

A Smallest  average  undergraduate  undent  loan  debt  S&MOi  Ranked  by  US.  News  dr  World  Report' 

A Convenient  that  meet  one  evening  per  week 

▲ Accelerated  format  for  degree  completion  in  as  little  s 12  months*" 

▲ Faculty  with  extensive  practical  experience 

▲ Our  dedication  to  affonbble  education  with  financial  aid  and  acholanhips  available 


Nationai-Louis  University 


1.888.  NLU  .TODAY 

CHICAGO  • 

ELGIN  EVANSTON  WHEATON  WHEELING 

HOROSCOPES 

Aries 

Your  subscriptions  to  Tigerbcat  and  Bop  are  running  out.  Time  to  renew! 

Taurus 

Checking  your  oil  should  be  a weekly  ritual,  not  an  annual  one. 

Gemini 

It  is  up  to  you  to  boycott  technology  and  bring  back  carrier  pigeons  and 
the  pony  express. 

Cancer 

Next  Monday,  see  what  happens  when  you  run  through  the  school  halls 
yelling  ‘The  matrix  has  you!" 


If  you  don't  start  returning  movies  on  lime,  you’ll  have  to  find  a second 
job  to  pay  for  all  those  late  fees. 

Virgo 

Asparagus  makes  an  excellent  last-minute  anniversary  gift. 

Libra 

If  you  ever  wanted  to  run  for  governor,  you  should've  moved  to  California 
sooner. 

Scorpio 

Put  on  the  wading  books — you’ll  need  them  when  you  go  alligator 
hunting  later  this  week. 

Sagittarius 

An  unexpected  encounter  with  an  old  classmate  will  leave  you 
flabbergasted  and  sullen  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Capricorn 

The  opportunity  to  hunt  mongoose  gets  smaller  by  the  day. 

Aquarius 

Your  true  love  awaits  you  in  a cave  in  Afghanistan. 

Pisces 

You  will  soon  discover  the  many  uses  of  salami  in  every  day  life. 
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JJC  archaeologists  harvest  past 


By  Brian  Delaney 

Symerton,  IL.  - Early  this  semes- 
ter, Joliet  Junior  College’s  fraud  archae- 
ologist Patrick  Morita  and  his  student 
assistants  trudged  through  a waste- 
filled  container  near  Symerton,  Illinois 
looking  for  hints  of  history. 

They  found  some  very  intriguing 
items,  all  located  in  a concentrated  area 
of  the  metal  trash  bin.  To  the  untrained 
eye,  the  discoveries  would  seem  worth- 
less, almost  comparable  to  garbage,  but 
Morita  knew  he  hit  the  jackpot. 

Within  weeks,  Morita  and  fellow 
gynecologists  from  JJC’s  Adjunct  Ar- 
chaeology Group  turned  a small  sec- 
tion of  the  dumpster  behind  a bar,  in 
downtown  Symerton,  into  a dig  site. 
They  also  transformed  the  dumpster 
into  an  outdoor  laboratory  for  visiting 
students,  Cub  Scouts  and  octogenar- 
ians from  Joliet  suburbs. 

Surprising  to  some,  the  common- 
place dumpster  once  accommodated 
the  waste  of  one  of  Will  County's  early 
settlers  and  belonged  to  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  1800s.  The 
wealthy  trash  barons,  Sir  Wilton  Cen- 
tre, and  William  Nington  II.  were  often 
times  spotted  by  their  prized 
dumpsters  making  sure  things  were  in 
order. 

“There's  history  right  in  our  own 
waste  containers,"  Morita  said. 
“People  got  to  know  their  past  before 
time  runs  out." 

When  the  digging  began  in  Sep- 
tember, archaeologists  uncovered  a 
glass  liquor  bottle  and  two  wooden 
pallets  hidden  beneath  the  dumpster. 
They  also  unearthed  fragments  of  20th 
century  farm  life:  plastic  cutlery,  paper 
towels,  hypodermic  needles,  beer  cans, 
old  boots,  beer  bottles,  tractor  parts, 
remnants  of  a horse,  a 1987  penny,  and 
pieces  of  poop.  Each  artifact  is  a piece 


to  a larger  puzzle,  which  in  turn  is  a 
part  of  a 3-D  puzzle. 

'The  paper  towels  were  probably 
part  of  a roof,”  Morita  said,  stepping 
down  into  a portion  of  the  dug-out 


dumpster  behind  Quigley’s  Pub.  "Only 
the  wealthy  could  afford  paper  towels." 

JJC's  Adjunct  Archaeology  Group 
has  been  serving  the  Joliet  region  for 
more  than  a month  now.  State  and  fed- 


eral laws  mandate  that  garbage  barrels 
of  twenty  pounds  or  more  designated 
for  disposal  must  be  surveyed  for  po- 
tential historical  significance.  Waste 
Management  Firms,  when  not  on  strike, 


and  governmental  agencies  now  tum 
to  JJC,  which  could  possibly  conducts 
as  many  as  two  surveys  every  year. 

The  Adjunct  Archaeology  Group 
employs  a volunteer  staff  of  introverts 
who  identify,  explicate  and  extricate 
items  of  interest.  It  also  offers  a chance 
for  the  elderly  to  get  outdoors.  A ma- 
jority of  time  is  spent  at  bars,  like 
Quigley’s  in  Symerton  or  Fritz’s  in 
Manhattan,  drinking  heavily  and  look- 
ing for  clues  to  the  past. 

In  the  past  month,  JJC  fraud  ar- 
chaeologists have  discovered  every- 
thing from  ancient  1930's  burial 
grounds  to  settlements  dating  back  to 
the  time  of  the  Cold  War.  Significant 
sites  must  either  be  fully  excavated  or 
preserved.  Pat  Morita  said  the  current 
dumpster  site  should  be  preserved  as 
a park  or  something. 

Morita  said  his  colleagues  had 
never  been  exposed  to  a dig  this  mas- 
sive. “They  really  don’t  know  anything 
when  it  comes  to  archeology.  Well, 
I'm  no  Paul  Sereno,  either,”  he  said, 
making  reference  to  NIU’s  alumnus 
fossil  digger. 

Morita  and  his  fraudulent  crew 
taught  local  Cub  Scouts  and  students 
that  it's  important  to  dig  into  people’s 
private  files  as  well.  They  studied  tax 
records,  census  data,  newspaper  ar- 
ticles and  bank  records  to  leam  more 
about  various  topics. 

More  than  100  artifacts  retrieved 
from  the  Symerton  dig  were  taken  to 
the  JJC  Archeological  dumpster,  where 
they  will  be  properly  disposed  of  after 
being  looked  at  for  some  time.  The  Ad- 
junct Archaeology  Group  keeps  a small 
folder  in  the  Blazer  Office  that  contains 
a brief  mentioning  of  artifacts  and  pic- 
tures of  female  archeological  students. 
Morita  stated,  in  the  end,  he  hopes  he 
can  find  a better  job  before  it's  too'  late. 
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Photos  from  the  field 


Defensive  cooridinator  Joe  Roman 
talks  [left]  his  players  in  between 
plays. 

Sophomore  tackle  Robert  Blocker 
(79)  gets  set  for  the  play  [below], 

"This  is  Thriller,  Thriller  Night..." 
The  JJC  cheerleading  squad  gets 
the  crowd  into  the  spirit  of  the 
season  with  a choreographed  cheer 
to  Michael  Jackson's 
“Thriller" [bottom  left]. 

The  Wolves  offense  struggles  hard 
to  stay  ahead  of  Grand  Rapids 
Community  College  on  October  25. 
Despite  ferocious  effort,  the  Wolves 
lost  13-6. 


Photos  by  Brian  Ddancy  and  Andrew  Hrubec 
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All  or  nothin 


By  Adam  Fox 

When  is  it  too  late  to  call  the  2003 
football  team  unsuccessful?  After  all, 
they  were  the  National  Junior  College 
Champions  and  many  of  the  important 
position  players  from  last  years'  team 
returned. 

During  the  season,  the  Wolves 
went  on  a tear,  a six-game  winning 
streak  in  which  they  limited  their  six 
opponents  to  just  50  points,  while  the 
Wolves  potent  offenses  tacked  up  258. 
In  that  stretch  the  Wolves  looked  like 
they  hadn't  missed  a step  from  their 
dream  season  of  a year  ago. 

However,  when  Air  Force  Junior 
Varsity  came  to  town,  an  easy  win 
turned  into  calamity.  Last  year  the 
Wolves  beat  Air  Force  like  a drum.  The 
final  score  of  the  slaughter  was  24-7. 
This  year  when  the  two  teams 
rematched,  Air  Force  used  that  to  mo- 
tivate them  and  it  worked.  Air  Force 
beat  the  Wolves  by  a score  of  35-18. 

After  that  loss  to  Air  Force,  the 
season  seemed  to  take  a little  plunge. 
Instead  of  making  a push  for  the  play- 
offs the  Wolves  dropped  another  cru- 
cial game,  this  time  to  Grand  Rapids 
Community  College.  The  Wolves  lost 
to  the  Raiders  13-6. 

This  game  paired  one  phenomenal 
defense  against  another,  and  the  Raid- 

The  lone  bright  spots  for  the 
Wolves  were  safety  Gamar  Diamond 
and  wide-receiver  Dareon  Spencer. 
Diamond  intercepted  two  Raider  balls 
and  ran  them  back  for  39  yards.  Spen- 
cer brought  down  six  passes  for  61 
yards,  he  was  the  leading  receiver  for 
the  Wolves. 

In  their  final  game  versus  William 
Rainey  Harper,  the  Wolves  bounced 
back  and  saved  there  season.  The 
Wolves  held  the  Hawks  to  13  points, 
in  a 34- 13  victory. 

The  Wolves  were  led  by  freshman 
quarterback  Kevin  Warner,  who  ran  the 
offense  like  a seasoned  pro. 

The  offense  was  not  the  only 
thing  worth  noting.  Sophomore  defen- 


Ken  Warner  drops  back  to  pass. 


Photo  by  Andrew  Hrubec 


sive-end  Rob  Ninkovich  became  the 
all-time  single  season  sack  leader,  with 
16.  Ninkovich  surpassed  2002  gradu- 
ate Josh  Chrestman. 


In  a season  with  very  high  expec- 
tations, 2003  gave  us  many  highlights 
and  disappointments. 

A season  we  will  never  forget. 


Changes  ahead  for  Lady 
Wolves  tennis  next  season 


By  Andrew  Hrubec 

The  JJC  women’s  tennis  team  fin- 
ished what  coach  Tim  Vanderwall  be- 
lieved was  a much-improved  season. 
Last  season  the  Lady  Wolves  posted 
a dismal  record,  but  behind  the  play  of 
Katherine  Williams  and  Rebecca 
Newcomb,  the  team  finished  with  a re- 
spectable record  of  5-6. 

"It  was  one  of  those  years  when 
we  beat  all  the  division  II  teams  in 
northern  Illinois.  We  were  5-0," 
Vanderwall  said.  “But  unfortunately 
the  two  teams  we  needed  to  beat 


which  were  Rock  Valley  and  DuPage, 
division  III  teams,  were  both  good  this 
year."  With  two  of  the  team’s  losses 
coming  to  four-year  schools  and  two 
losses  to  good  teams  down  in  south- 
ern Illinois,  Vanderwall  is  proud  of 
what  his  team  accomplished. 

“1  feel  that  we  improved  a lot," 
Vanderwall  stated.  “Overall  we  had  a 
pretty  good  year.” 

Williams,  a freshman  out  of 
Bloomington,  finished  the  season  with 
a record  of  7-4.  And  Newcomb,  who 
played  for  the  Lady  Wolves  two  years 


ago,  finished  with  a record  of  5-3. 

Next  year’s  team  will  have  a differ- 
ent feel  when  the  season  starts.  With 
many  of  the  players  leaving  this  year’s, 
it  will  be  difficult  to  continue  improv- 
ing as  they  have.  The  Lady  Wolves  will 
be  losing  sophomores  Amanda  Dinges, 
Bridgette  Johnson,  Kierra  Richardson 
and  Rebecca  Newcomb;  so  freshman 
Katherine  Williams  and  Khara  Lukancic 
will  be  the  vocal  part  of  next  year’s  team. 

“We're  rebuilding  again," 
Vanderwall  said.  “We've  lost  a lot  of 
sophomores.” 


Women’s  soccer  looks  for  improvement 


By  Andrew  Hrubec 

The  JJC  women’s  soccer  team 
ended  their  season  on  Tuesday,  Octo- 
ber 21  with  a 3-0  loss  to  Harper  College 
in  the  Division  III  Regional  Tournament. 
Lead  by  sophomore  captains  Ashley 
Mefferd  and  Janna  Underwood,  the 
team  finished  the  season  with  a record 
of 5-9. 

Mefferd  lead  the  team  with  15 
goals  this  season,  giving  her  a total  of 
24  in  her  stint  at  JJC.  Underwood  was 
second  on  the  team  in  scoring  with 


nine  goals  and  led  the  team  with  1 1 
assists. 

After  finishing  last  season  with  a 
record  of  2-10,  it  appears  as  though 
the  Lady  Wolves  are  on  the  verge  of 
turning  the  soccer  program  around. 
Next  season  the  team  will  depend  on 
the  experience  of  returning  players 
Alison  Floto,  Kim  Grzanka,  Andrea 
Hutson  and  Gina  Ranieri,  just  to  name 
a few.  In  order  for  the  team  to  con- 
tinue to  improve,  they  must  get  the 
athletes  necessary  to  do  so.  Because 


students  are  busy  with  school  and 
work,  many  athletes  turn  down  the  op- 
portunity to  play  soccer  with  the  team. 

This  year’s  team  consisted  of  only 
6 girls  that  played  varsity  soccer  in  high 
school. 

"There  are  quite  a few  good  play- 
ers here  if  we  could  just  get  them  out 
for  the  team,"  said  coach  Dan  Furlan. 

For  the  Lady  Wolves  this  season, 
Mefferd,  Underwood  and  Floto  made 
All  Conference  and  All  Regional  Divi- 
sion III. 


Gamar  Diamond 


Doing  the  Fox  Trot 


Athlete  of 
The  Issue 


Every  player  has  a break-out  game,  and  for  Gamar  Diamond,  his  game 
was  against  Grand  Rapids  Community  College.  In  this  game  Diamond  inter- 
cepted two  Raider  passes  for  39  yards.  This  brings  his  total  to  four  this 
season,  with  only  one  game  left  to  play.  Diamond,  the  team  interception 
leader,  has  four  interceptions  for  81  yards  (20.3  average). 

With  just  one  more  interception,  this  freshman  from  Rich  East  High 
School  will  be  tied  for  third  place  on  the  all  time  Single-Season  Record 
holders. 


Hockey:  We’ll  miss  you 


Sports  purists  will  argue  until  the 
sun  falls  out  of  the  sky  about  which 
sport  is  America’s  true  national  pas- 
time. Baseball  has  been  the  nation’s 
pastime  since  the  days  of  Mickey 
Mantle,  Babe  Ruth  and  Joe  Jackson. 
But  in  the  last  30  years,  football  has 
taken  the  country — and  the  world — 
by  storm.  Basketball  is  at  its  peak  of 
popularity  now.  with  the  rise  of  play- 
ers like  Lcbron  James,  Carmelo  An- 
thony and  Yao  Ming  and  the  fall  of 
players  like  Michael  Jordan. 

But  what  about  hockey?  Can  the 
average  fan  even  name  the  leading  goal 
scorers  from  last  year?  Probably  not. 
Does  anyone  care  about  this  once 
proud  sport?  Obviously  not,  since  the 
National  Hockey  Leagues  fan  base  is 
dwindling  down. 

Whatever  happened  to  this  once 
great  sport,  where  having  no  front  teeth 
was  a symbol  of  greatness? 

Last  year  countless  teams  lost 
money,  not  in  the  hundreds  or  thou- 
sands but  in  the  millions.  Chicago 
Blackhawks  owner  Bill  Wirtz  lost  a re- 
ported $15  million. 

But  it  gets  worse  for  the  Ottawa 
Senators  and  the  Buffalo  Sabers.  The 
Senators,  one  of  die  best  teams  in  the 
league,  had  to  raise  money  last  year  to 
pay  their  players’  salaries  and  the  gen- 
eral cost  of  running  the  team.  Is  diis 
how  a thriving  sport  should  be? 

In  a way,  to  correct  die  wild  spend- 
ing that  is  taking  place  on  the  ice  rink. 
Commissioner  Gary  Bettman  is  attempt- 


ing to  install  a salary  cap.  A salary  cap 
would  be  an  attempt  to  manage  rising 
salaries  despite  dwindling  attendance. 
For  instance,  Bettman  could  install  a 
cap  of  around  $40  million  and  a pen- 
alty of  50  cents  for  every  dollar  over 
the  cap.  For  the  NY  Rangers'  payroll 
is  around  $80  million,  so  with  penal- 
ties they  would  pay  $100  million. 

As  the  NHL  stands  right  now,  no 
one  cares  about  overpaid  eastern  Eu- 
ropean players,  who  speak  little  to  no 
English.  The  only  way  Wirtz  and  the 
rest  of  the  owners  could  draw  more 
interest  in  the  sport  would  be  to  start 
making  some  radical  changes  to  it.  For 
instance,  every  time  an  American 
hockey  player  scores  a goal,  they  get 
three  points  instead  of  one. 

Better  yet,  instead  of  Detroit  Red- 
wing fans  throwing  octopi,  they  chuck 
car  parts.  Simple  changes  like  these 
would  make  fans  want  to  go  to  games. 
And  besides,  wouldn't  you  want  to 
see  a muffler  chucked  at  Chris  Chelios? 

After  this  season,  owners  and 
players  are  expecting  a long  holdout 
because  the  current  agreement  ended 
on  Sept.  15. 

This  standoff  between  the  own- 
ers and  the  players  probably  will  not 
be  a quick  one,  so  we  can  expect 
hockey  to  be  absent  from  Chicago  and 
every  other  city  for  a long  time. 

Until  we  meet  again,  ashes  to 
ashes,  dust  to  dust. 

Fair  thee  well  NHL,  we  hardly 
knew  thee. 
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Fine  arts  winter  concert 
honors  retiring  chair  Lewis 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

On  Sunday,  Dec.  7,  at  3:00  p.m., 
the  Joliet  Junior  College  Community 
Band  will  celebrate  its  twenty-sixth 
season  with  a winter  concert  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

The  band  is  under  the  direction 
of  Jerry  E.  Lewis.  Chairman  of  the 
Fine  Arts  Department  at  JJC/This  will 
be  the  next  to  last  concert  under  the 
direction  of  Lewis,  who  will  retire  in 
May  2004.  Lewis  has  been  band  di- 
rector at  JJC  for  33  years,  and  has  con- 
ducted JJC's  Community  Band  for  the 
last  26  years. 

“I  have  never  presented  an  entire 
winter  concert  of  seasonal  music;  how- 
ever, the  second  half  of  this  concert 
consists  entirely  of  seasonal  favorites,” 
said  Lewis.  “1  believe  the  audience  will 
Find  the  music  enjoyable  and  appro- 
priate to  the  celebration  of  the  many 
holidays  at  this  time  of  the  year." 

Lewis  explained  that  in  the  past 
he  has  not  included  much  seasonal 
music.  But  since  this  is  his  last  year, 
the  band  convinced  him  to  include 
more  holiday  selections  to  the  concert. 

This  concert  will  include  selec- 
tions which  represent  some  of  Lewis' 
favorite  repertoire  for  the  symphonic 
band.  It  should  also  offer  something 
for  nearly  everyone:  marches,  origi- 
nal compositions  for  band,  transcrip- 
tions and  seasonal  selections. 

The  concert  opens  with  The 
Klaxon,  a march  by  Henry  Fillmore, 
one  of  America's  greatest  march  com- 
posers. 

The  next  selection  is  the  overture 
to  The  Marriage  of  Figaro  by  Mozart, 
a transcription  by  Earl  Slocum.  “Pro- 
cession of  Nobles"  from  Mlacla  by 
Rimsky-Korsahov  will  be  performed 
next. 

Lucian  Cailliet  transcribed  the 
next  selection  to  be  played,  Wagner's 
“Elsa’s  Procession  to  the  Cathedral” 
from  Lohengrin,  a beautiful  work 
which  builds  to  a dramatic  climax.  The 
first  half  of  the  concert  will  conclude 
with  excerpts  from  Giusippe  Verdi's 


Manzoni  Requiem,  composed  in  honor 
of  Allesandra  Manzoni,  a dear  friend 
of  Verdi.  This  work  includes  solo  pas- 
sages for  two  trumpets  and  euphonium 
as  well  as  some  of  the  greatest  cli- 
maxes in  all  music. 

The  second  half  of  the  program 
begins  with  Leroy  Anderson’s  A 
Christmas  Festival,  a collection  of 
carols  and  secular  pieces.  Russian 
Christmas  Music  by  Alfred  Reed,  is 
based  upon  the  liturgical  music  of  the 


Eastern  Orthodox  Church.  This  favor- 
ite in  the  symphonic  band  repertoire 
creates  an  overwhelming  sound  pic- 
ture of  tone  color,  power  and  sonority. 
The  band  will  next  perform  "Prayer 
and  Dream  Pantomime"  from  Hansel 
and  Gretel,  an  opera  by  Englebcrl 
Humperdinck.  This  selection  is  the 
memorable  picture  of  the  two  children, 
who,  lost  in  the  woods,  kneel  down, 
say  their  prayers  and  fall  asleep.  Sud- 
denly breaks  a light — a staircase  is 


seen  which  angels  descend  to  protect 
the  children. 

Newell  H.  Long,  a long-time  as- 
sociate at  Indiana  University,  com- 
posed a delightful  setting  of  Tvas  the 
Night  Before  Christinas  for  narrator 
and  band.  The  narrator  will  be  J.D. 
Ross,  President  of  JJC.  The  concert 
concludes  with  Leroy  Anderson's 
Sleigh  Ride,  a favorite  of  everyone  at 
this  time  of  year. 

Last  year,  for  the  band's  25th  win- 


ter concert,  Ross  an'd  the  music  fac- 
ulty presented  Lewis  with  a commis- 
sioned piece  in  his  honor.  The  band 
will  perform  this  piece  on  May  4.  dur- 
ing the  last  band  concert  before  Lewis' 
retirement. 

Admission  to  the  winter  concert 
is  $5  for  adults;  $4  for  JJC  faculty  and 
staff,  non-JJC  students  and  senior  citi- 
zens; and  $2  for  JJC  students. 

All  proceeds  go  to  music  scholarships. 


Brown  Bag  lunch  series: 
Malmberg  talks  Broadway 


By  Traci  Rader 

The  Nov  6,  Brown  Bag  Series 
featured  Sue  Malmberg,  JJC  profes- 
sor of  music,  discussing  the  “History 
of  Broadway." 

Malmberg  covered  famous  influ- 
ences in  Broadway  such  as  Irving  Ber- 
lin, who  wrote  “God  Bless  America.” 

Berlin  also  wrote  famous  songs 
such  as  “White  Christmas,  Easter  Pa- 
rade, Always  and  Putting  on  the  Ritz. 

According  to  Mahlmberg,  the 
songwriter  led  a remarkable  rags-to- 
riches  life.  He  was  a Russian-Jewish 
immigrant  who  grew  up  in  a New  York 
City  tenement;  he  made  a fortune  in 
the  music  business  before  eloping  with 
a glamorous  Roman  Catholic  social- 
ite in  1926. 

He  died  an  immensely  wealthy 
man  in  1989 — at  the  epic  age  of  101. 

A contemporary  of  Berlin’s, 


George  Gershwin  was  an  American 
composer  who  had  a talent  for  pop 
music  and  concert  music. 

He  innovated  in  both  writing 
songs  and  Broadway  musicals  which 
not  only  defined  the  20s  and  30s  (es- 
pecially "Oh,  Kay!,  Girl  Crazy,  and 
Lady  Be  Good)  but  blazed  paths  which 
would  be  fully  exploited  only  later 
with  the  Rodgers  and  Hammerstein 
“book”  musicals  of  the  40s. 

The  list  goes  on.  For  those  of  you 
who  missed  Malmberg's  presentation, 
you  can  reach  her  at  her  extension 
2287  or  her  office  in  room  K-2014. 

Malmberg  has  directed  more  than 
20  musicals  at  JJC  and  will  be  direct- 
ing "Guys  & Dolls"  on  March  4,  5,  6 
and  7 in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

The  next  Brown  Bag  lunch  topic. 
"Where  Have  our  Manners  Gone?" 
will  be  presented  by  Bobette 


Wolesensky  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  19, 
at  noori  in  room  J-0006. 

The  final  Brown  Bag  presentation 
for  this  semester  will  be  "The  Ecol- 
ogy of  Grasslands  Birds.”  presented 
by  Andy  Neill  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  2,  at 
noon  in  room  J-0006. 

The  Brown  Bag  series  is  spon- 
sored by  the  Joliet  Junior  College  Pro- 
fessional and  Personal  Development 
Committee. 

Brown  Bag  is  a program  brought 
to  JJC  twice  a month  by  Fred  Harris, 
Instructional  Media  Services  Supervi- 
sor. 

You  can  stop  by  once  or  twice  a 
month  to  listen  to  a presentation  given 
to  a noontime  audience. 

The  subject  differs  and  is  selected 
by  a poll  given  to  staff.  Take  a look 
and  bring  a lunch  next  Brown  Bag  at 
J-0006. 


Sue  Malmberg.  professor  of  music  at  JJC 

Photo  courtesy  of  Community  Relations 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Is  cellular  technology 
eclipsing  good,  old- 
fashioned  conversation? 

Walk  down  the  hallways  of  JJC  today  and  see  the  phenom- 
enon. Drive  on  1-80  during  rush  hour  and  marvel  at  it.  Go  to 
the  mall  or  a football  game  or  even  a rock  climbing  trip — 
there’s  no  escaping  it.  Cell  phone  technology  is  everywhere. 

Back  in  the  day,  cell  phones  were  marketed  as  an  item  to 
use  in  emergencies.  Whatever  the  situation — whether  your  car 
broke  down,  your  wallet  got  stolen  or  you  forgot  what  your 
mom  wanted  at  the  store — if  you  were  one  of  the  privileged 
elite  folks  who  carried  a cell  phone  in  those  days,  you  could 
call  home  at  a very  reasonable  rate  of  $5  per  minute  or  there- 
abouts and  get  someone  to  come  to  your  rescue. 

Of  course,  there  were  fewer  towers  back  then,  so  even  if 
you  had  a cell  phone  you  were  lucky  to  get  a signal.  If  you  got 
stuck  out  in  the  wilderness,  you  might  have  to  hitchhike  back 
to  civilization  before  your  phone  would  work. 

We’ve  come  a long  way  since  that  long-forgotten  era.  These 
days,  it’s  not  unusual  to  see  a group  of  students  standing  around 
talking  in  front  of  the  TV  on  the  bridge — but  they’re  not  talk- 
ing to  each  other,  oh  no.  They’re  talking  on  their  cell  phones, 
using  up  their  precious  minutes  to  talk  about  who  knows  what. 

But  what  is  wrong  with  this  picture?  Some  people  claim 
that  the  cell  phone  revolution  brings  people  together,  bridging 
the  distance  of  miles  between  friends  and  loved  ones.  This  may 
be  true,  but  in  the  process  it  seems  that  our  society  is  becom- 
ing more  and  more  fragmented.  Think  about  it:  If  we  go  through 
life  only  talking  to  people  we  know,  our  circles  of  acquain- 
tance will  shrink.  In  a few  generations,  we’ll  be  a culture  of 
people  who  only  talk  to  themselves. 

So  should  we  abandon  cell  phones  altogether?  Of  course 

not.  But  maybe  we  shouldn’t  abandon  normal  human  contact 
either.  Maybe  sometimes  we  should  talk  to  strangers. 
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Question  of  the  Issue 

What  are  you  thankful  for? 


Celia  Mynoc,  18 
Freshman,  Psychology 


"Being  at  school  and  my  family  for  their 
support. " 

Kierra  L.  J.  Wright,  18 
Freshman,  Psychology 


"For  getting  into  Western  and  working  hard 
to  get  there. " 

Fred  Housman,  21 
Sophomore,  History 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter 
and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for 
space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping 
them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F- 1 009. 


To  contact  the  Blazer: 

Office  F- 1009 
Phone:  280-2313 
blazermail@jjc.edu 
www.jjc.edu/Blazer 

The  Blazer  is  a student-run  publication. 
Opinions  expressed  in  the  Blazer  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  views  of  the  faculty  or  administration. 
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1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  6043 1 
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280-2313 

E-mail:  blazermail@jjc.edu 
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GUEST  OPINION 

Everybody 
must  get  stoned 


Rush  Limbaugh  joins  llie  masses  of  drug 

By  Matt  Furlane 

Drugs  have  been  around  since  the 
mid- 1800s.  They  were  almost  elimi- 
nated from  society  during  the  WWLI 
era  and  stayed  quiet  until  the  '60s 
when  marijuana,  LSD.  and  other 
weird  stuff  erupted  into  the  main- 
stream of  society.  In  the  '70s,  a lava 
flow  of  “harder"  drugs  like  cocaine, 
PCP,  and  heroin  made  life  miserable 
and  sent  crime  rates  through  the  roof. 
Another  drug  eruption  marked  the 
‘80s  with  ‘Crack  is  whack'.  And  in 
the  ‘90s,  meth,  club  drugs  and  a stub- 
born return  of  marijuana  revealed  that 
the  next  generation  was  going  to  pick 
up  where  mom  and  dad  left  off.  Now, 
the  misuse  of  commonly  prescribed 
drugs  like  painkillers  is  entering  the 
spotlight. 

Last  month,  after  being  canned  at 
ESPN,  ultra-conservative  Rush  “told 
you  so”  Limbaugh  (AM  890),  admit- 
ted on  air  that  he  was  addicted  to  pain 
killers  and  would  be  taking  a volun- 
tary leave  of  absence  in  order  to  re- 
hab. A few  weeks  later,  the  beloved 
Courtney  Love  was  arrested  for  ille- 
gal possession  of  painkillers.  For  Love 
to  get  caught  with  drugs  is  hardly  a 
surprise.  She's  a rock  musician  and 
must  find  a way  to  escape  her  own 
music.  But  the  recent  stumbling  of 
popular  conservatives  like  Limbaugh 
is  a serious,  head-turning  glitch  in  the 
matrix.  Conservatives  are  supposed  to 
be  champions  of  morals  and  family 
values.  What's  going  on? 

“We  have  become  a nation  float- 
ing in  a sea  of  Jack  Daniels,  punctu- 
ated by  bobbing  capsules  of  Prozac, 
adrift  on  rafts  in  a catatonic  sea,”  states 
author  A1  Martin.  America  has  a crav- 
ing for  drugs  that  keeps  poppy  fields 
in  Afghanistan  popping  and  the  coca 
Fields  in  Columbia  cracking.  Drugs 
are  used  everywhere  from  the  country 
to  the  suburb  to  the  ghetto.  Politicians, 
priests,  pets,  movie  stars,  rock  stars, 
jock  stars,  and  students  all  do  drugs. 
According  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice,  the  rate  of  drug  use  on  college 
campuses  has  been  steadily  increas- 
ing over  the  past  ten  years — stand 
down  wind  of  a certain  nearby  apart- 
ment complex  and  you’ll  get  a whiff 
of  ‘higher'  education.  Supply  and  de- 
mand economics  keep  drugs  a peren- 
nial part  of  our  culture. 

I'm  not  trying  to  excuse 
Limbaugh.  As  a good  republican,  he 
must  take  full  responsibility  for  his 
actions  and  not  blame  society;  and 
admit  that  he  enjoyed  himself.  But  it 
must  be  noted  that  everyone  seems  to 
be  taking  some  kind  of  drug  for  some 


kind  of  problem.  Popping  pills  is  the 
favorite  secret  pastime. 

Of  course  publicly  we  agree  with 
President  Bush  when  he  states,  “One 
of  the  interesting  questions  facing 
baby  boomers  is,  have  we  grown  up? 
Are  we  willing  to  share  the  wisdom 
of  past  mistakes?  And  I think  the  mes- 
sage ought  to  be  to  all  children,  don’t 
use  drugs.  Don’t  abuse  alcohol.  That’s 
what  leadership  is  all  about.”  But  pri- 
vately we  sing  with  Marilyn  Manson. 
‘There's  a hole  in  our  soul  that  we  fill 
with  dope  and  we’re  feeling  fine.  I 
don’t  like  the  drugs  but  the  drugs  like 
me."  Why  are  we  so  bipolar  about  drug 
use? 

I believe  our  cultural  duplicity  is 
the  result  of  the  terrorism  of  the  ‘60s. 
The  “counter  revolution”  wanted  ev- 
erything tom  apart  and  it  brought  the 
liberal  arts  university  down  into  a heap 
of  smoking  rubble.  The  university,  as 
much  as  the  Christian  church,  is  sup- 
posed to  give  us  hope  for  civilization, 
a sense  of  transcendence,  and  contrast 
to  the  world.  But  now,  stripped  of  au- 
thority, our  universities  can  only  train 
us  to  be  well  paid,  amoral  profession- 
als. Why  was  everyone  so  surprised 
about  Clinton's  behavior  and  the 
Enron  scandal?  Would  you  have  be- 
haved differently? 

Over  a decade  ago,  author  and 
professor  Allan  Bloom  stated  his  fear 
that  the  American  mind  was  closing. 
If  he  was  alive  today  he  would  no 
longer  have  to  wony.  It’s  sealed  shut. 
The  American  consumer  culture  pre- 
determines everything  for  us,  includ- 
ing our  thoughts,  loves,  and  friends. 
And  like  any  good  fascist  regime, 
today's  society  seeks  to  eliminate  the 
imperfect  people  (the  disabled,  over- 
weight, elderly).  It’s  the  new  matrix. 
Environmentalists,  democrats,  hip- 
pies, and  punks  have  emptied  entire 
clips  at  it  and  hit  nothing  but  air.  Our 
40-year  experiment  with  sex,  drugs 
and  rock  ‘n‘  roll  succeeded  only  in 
upsetting  grandpa  and  did  not  solve 
one  social  problem.  War  is  still  with 
us.  Women  are  being  used  like  cattle. 
Racism  is  still  an  unsolved  mystery. 
Poverty,  disease  and  hunger  plague  the 
world.  And  the  big  questions  still  go 
unanswered. 

1 think  the  time  has  come  for  a 
new  generation  to  step  forward  and 
begin  the  rebuilding  process.  We  need 
boldness  of  thought  and  major  ideas 
in  our  universities  now.  Binge  drink- 
ing, careerism,  hedonism  and  drug 
abuse  are  all  a betrayal  of  the  privi- 
lege of  being  able  to  go  to  college.  The 
world  is  what  we  make  of  it. 
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McGuire  first  woman  to  be  honored  by  hospital 

Lora  McGuire,  professor  of  Nursing,  was  presented  with  the  Silver  Cross  Sehring  Medal  of 
Excellence  by  Silver  Cross  Hospital.  The  award,  which  is  the  highest  recognition  fora  health 
professional,  recognizes  her  outstanding  leadership  and  service  in  healthcare. 

“I  think  what  makes  it  so  special  is  the  fact  that  I am  the  First  nurse  and  woman  to  ever  receive  the 
award,”  said  McGuire. 

McGuire  has  worked  at  JJC  for  21  years.  She  received  her  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Nursing 
from  Northern  Illinois  University,  and  her  Master  of  Science  degree  in  Nursing  from  Rush  College 
of  Nursing. 

Epicurean  Festival 

The  Culinary  Arts  and  Hospitality  Management  departments  sponsor  the  Third  Annual  Epicurean  Festival 
of  Fond  and  Wine  on  Friday,  Nov.  21  from  7 - 10  p.m.,  at  the  Renaissance  Center.  Tickets  are  $50  per 
person.  Proceeds  go  to  the  Culinary  Arts  Education  Fund.  For  more  information,  contact  Don  Miller  at 
(815)  280-2255. 

Culture  Night 

Latinos  Unidos.  ENLACE  and  Tech  Prep  are  sponsoring  Culture  Night  OB  Friday,  Nov.  2 1,  at  7 p.m.  in  the 
Theatre.  Performing  are  Vanessa  Martinez,  who  will  sing  a Latin  American  music  medley,  and  guitarist 
Nelson  Sosa,  who  will  perform  and  instrumental  musical  tour  through  1 2 countries.  Refreshments  will  he 
provided  after  the  concert.  For  more  information,  contact  Betty  Lurch  at  ext.  2407. 

Rock  Against  Rape 

JJC  hosts  its  Fifth  Rock  Against  Rape  benefit  concert  on  Saturday.  Nov.  22.  beginning  at  5:30  p.m.  in  the 
cafeteria.  Sponsored  by  the  student  organization.  Action  for  Freedom,  proceeds  benefit  the  Sexual  Assault 
Sendees  Center  and  the  Crisis  Line  of  Joliet.  The  concert  features  local  bands  and  Slam  Poetty  by  Reality. 
Admission  is  a canned  food,  hygienic  supplies,  new  clothing,  or  a $3  to  $5  donation.  Tickets  will  be  sold  at 
the  door  on  the  day  of  the  event.  For  more  information  contact  Howard  at  815-280-2745  or  at 
mhoward@jjc.edu,  or  log  on  to  www.joliettua.tk. 

Musica  Viva  Presents  Free  Concert 

Musica  Viva  presents  pianist  Alasdair  Beatson  on  Sunday.  Nov.  23,  at  3 p.m.  in  the  Theatre.  A prc-conccrt 
discussion  will  take  place  at  2:30  p.m.  Admission  is  free.  He  will  perform  music  of  Beethoven.  Brahms. 
Debussy  and  Ravel. 

Fine  Arts  Professor  performs  in  Nashville 

Professor  of  Fine  Arts  Sue  Malmberg  recently  attended  the  World  Piano  Pedagogy  conference  in 
Nashville,  TN  where  she  performed  passages  from  George  Gershwin's  Rhapsody  in  Blue.  Great 
Debate  2003:  Health  or  Pain  was  designed  to  help  musicians  work  through  technical  passages  and 
learn  new  performance  methods  without  pain. 


JJC  fine  arts  department  looking 
for  a few  good  ‘Guys  and  Dolls’ 


By  Rose  Lewis 

On  December  16  and  17,  the  JJC 
fine  arts  department  will  be  holding 
auditions  for  their  upcoming  produc- 
tion of  Guys  and  Dolls.  The  play  will 
be  presented  on  March  4-7  as  part  of 
the  spring  performing  arts  series. 

"People  who  wish  to  audition 
should  prepare  a song  from  the  golden 
age  of  the  musical  and  an  accompa- 
nist will  be  provided,"  said  Nicki 
Blowers,  technical  supervisor  of  the 
fine  arts  department. 

The  auditions  are  not  limited  to 
staff  and  students  of  the  college — any- 


one residing  in  District  525  is  welcome 
to  participate. 

According  to  Blowers,  the  cast 
calls  for  fifteen  men,  four  women  and 
a chorus.  Director  Dr.  Zachary 
Bloomfield  and  music  director  Sue 
Malmberg  will  be  making  all  casting 
decisions.  For  anyone  who  might  be  in- 
terested in  trying  out  but  worried  about 
fitting  practice  time  into  their  already 
crowded  schedule,  there’s  good  news. 

"We  try  to  schedule  around  the 
student's  schedule,”  said  Blowers.  "On 
the  average,  they  rehearse  5 to  6 times 
a week,  with  any  dance  and  singing 


rehearsals  as  well  scheduled  in."  She 
added  that  the  last  two  weeks  of  re- 
hearsal, cast  members  are  required  to 
attend  all  the  rehearsals,  including 
technical  and  cue-to-cue. 

This  is  not  the  last  opportunity  to 
get  involved  in  theater  for  this  year. 
In  February,  Blowers  will  be  casting 
Talking  With,  a series  of  women’s 
monologues  by  Jane  Martin. 

After  the  auditions  take  place, 
people  can  find  out  if  they  have  been 
cast  by  checking  the  theater  bulletin 
board  located  outside  of  K- 1 004  or  by 
calling  the  theatre  at  ext.  2200. 


JJC  International  Students  Club 
set  to  host  Thanksgiving  dinner 


By  Adam  Fox 

On  Saturday,  Nov.  22  at  noon,  the  International 
Students  Club  will  host  a Thanksgiving  dinner  at  Grace 
Bible  Church  at  114  Channahon  St.  in  Shorewood. 

This  Thanksgiving  dinner  is  targeted  towards  JJC's 
ntemational  students,  but  everyone  is  welcome.  The 


goal  is  to  let  JJC  international  get  a feeling  of  a true  Ameri- 
can thanksgiving  dinner. 

The  International  Students  Club  asks  that  the  interna- 
tional students  bring  a dish  from  their  native  country 

This  International  Thanksgiving  Dinner  is  free,  and  is 
open  to  anyone  who  wants  to  come. 
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Coffeehouse  celebrates  native  culture 


Annorul  Esai  (I).  Lurry  Lockwood  and  Robert  "R.  J".  Smith  perform  at  the  Native  American  Coffeehouse. 

Photo  by  Fred  Housman 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

On  Wednesday,  Nov.  1 2,  from  7- 
9 p.m.,  students  and  faculty  of  JJC  got 
a taste  of  another  culture  when  the 
Native  American  Club  presented  their 
coffeehouse  in  honor  of  Native  Ameri- 
can Heritage  month. 

The  event  was  held  on  the  bridge, 
and  included  music  and  stories  from 
four  Native  American  performers.  Free 
food  and  drinks  made  the  event  even 
more  appealing. 

Larry  Lockwood.  Armand  Esai 
and  Robert  Smith  started  the  evening 
off  with  ceremonial  drumming.  The 
three  performers  sat  around  a large 
drum  and  performed  a rhythmic  song 
that  set  the  tone  for  a meaningful,  fun 
and  interesting  evening. 

The  second  song  they  performed 
for  the  audience  of  ar  ound  forty  people 
was  called  "The  Flag  Song"  in  honor 
of  Veteran's  Day.  The  performers 
asked  audience  members  to  stand  as  a 
salute  to  their  friends  or  relatives  who 
have  fought  to  defend  the  ones  they 
love. 

Esai  and  Smith,  who  arc  both 
Ojibway,  performed  together  on 
smaller  drums,  singing  songs  in  their 
native  language  for  "Rounding  Time." 

"The  beat  you’re  hearing  in  our 
songs  is  really  the  universal  heart- 
beat," explained  Smith.  "It's  the  first 
thing  you  ever  experience."  He  ex- 
plained that  the  high  tone  songs  were 
northern  style,  which  in  his  words  is 
"Indian  country  western"  music. 

“The  songs  are  about  heartbreak, 
many  of  them  celebrating  the  lives  of 
those  who  didn’t  make  it  back  from 
wherever  they  went  to  defend  their 
families."  Smith  said.  Tire  deep  feel- 
ing and  meaning  in  the  songs  re- 
sounded with  the  audience,  connect- 
ing the  performers  with  the  listeners 


no  matter  what  their  cultural  back- 
grounds were. 

Some  of  the  songs  mixed  frag- 
ments of  English  with  the  traditional 
native  language.  "Don't  you  cry  for 
me;  I'll  be  back  someday,"  sang  Smith 
and  Esai.  This  and  other  songs  re- 
flected hardships  that  have  been  faced 
courageously. 

Next  on  the  stage  was  Lockwood, 
a member  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
nation.  In  addition  to  playing  his  drum 
and  singing,  he  also  told  several  sto- 

One  story  he  told  described  a tribe 
who  learned  from  the  Great  Teacher 
of  Tradition,  the  four  seasons,  about 
how  to  store  up  food  and  supplies  for 
the  winter.  One  year,  some  travelers 
came  over  the  hill  looking  for  food 
right  before  winter,  so  the  tribe  kindly 
gave  them  from  their  own  storehouses. 

Tire  next  year,  the  travelers  came 
back,  demanding  food  in  a much  less 
friendly  manner.  Once  again,  the  tribe 


gave  them  what  they  asked  for,  even 
though  it  cut  into  their  own  supply. 

By  this  time,  the  tribe  decided  that 
they  needed  to  help  the  travelers  learn 
to  prepare  for  themselves.  So  they  sent 
Patient  Listener,  the  person  from  their 
tribe  that  they  felt  would  be  the  best 
teacher  for  the  travelers. 

Patient  Listener  went  and  tried  to 
help  the  travelers,  but  only  a few 
trusted  his  advice  and  methods.  Some 
people  weren’t  sure  whether  to  trust 
him  or  not.  But  the  majority  of  the 
travelers  disregarded  Patient  Listener 
altogether.  Despite  his  attempts  to  be 
the  thread  that  wove  them  all  together, 
eventually  lie  had  to  leave  and  go  back 
to  his  own  tribe. 

Patient  Listener  told  his  tribe  that 
he  hadn’t  made  much  progress  and 
that  the  travelers  would  most  likely  be 
back  again  and  that  this  time  they 
would  probably  be  hostile.  The  tribe 
decided  to  move  to  a different  region, 
but  they  would  leave  behind  a buck 


fixed  with  poisonous  herbs,  so  that  if 
the  travelers  at  it  they  woudl  die.  Pa- 
tient Listener  didn’t  want  them  to  do 
this,  but  they  did  anyway  so  he  decided 
to  stay  behind  to  try  and  warn  the  trav- 
elers of  the  danger. 

Sure  enough,  when  the  travelers 
arrived  they  were  ready  to  go  to  war. 
But  finding  no  one  except  Patient  Lis- 
tener, they  took  the  poisoned  buck  back 
to  their  people  despite  his  protests. 

He  followed  them  to  their  homes, 
and  all  the  while  he  warned  them  that 
the  meat  had  been  poisoned,  but  very 
few  listened  to  him.  The  ones  who  lis- 
tened and  trusted  him  didn’t  eat  any. 
The  group  who  had  previously  not 
been  sure  if  he  was  trustworthy  ate  a 
little.  But  most  people  ate  their  fill.  The 
next  morning,  those  who  ate  their  fill 
were  dead.  Those  who  ate  a little  were 
sick.  And  those  who  trusted  Patient 
Listener  survived  and  learned  from 
him  about  the  Great  Teacher  of  Tradi- 
tion. so  they  were  prepared  for  the  next 


winter  season. 

Lockwood  performed  a number 
of  songs  with  Regina  Tsosic,  of  the 
Navajo  nation.  Tsosie  also  sang  and 
played  guitar  alone  for  several  selec- 
tions, including  "Angels  for  Mont- 
gomery" by  John  Denver  and  “Long 
Black  Bell"  by  Johnny  Cash. 

‘This  is  an  annual  event  we've 
done  for  almost  ten  years,"  said  Fred 
Harris,  adviser  of  the  Native  Ameri- 
can club.  “We  try  to  bring  out  a vari- 
ety of  performers.  It's  our  way  of  hon- 
oring Native  American  Heritage 
month  at  JJC.  It’s  a chance  to  expose 
a wide  variety  of  students  to  Native 
American  culture." 

"I  was  there  from  beginning  to 
end  and  my  favorite  part  was  the  story 
about  Patient  Listener,"  said  JJC  stu- 
dent Nathan  Isaacson.  “Later  on  I'll 
be  able  to  recite  that  story  to  my  own 
children.  I’ve  heard  lots  of  stories  at 
different  reservations,  but  my  favor- 
ite story  came  tonight." 

Megan  Costello,  a pre-med  ma- 
jor at  JJC.  is  president  of  the  Native 
American  club. 

"I  loved  it.  I thought  it  was  fasci- 
nating," said  Costello.  “It’s  a good 
way  to  get  in  touch  with  our  culture." 

"I  loved  the  singing,"  said  fellow 
student  Donnie  Brown.  “They  were 
great  singers.  It  felt  great  to  be  a part 
of  this." 

Ashley  Wells,  who  is  one-quar- 
ter Cherokee,  serves  as  vice  president 
and  secretary  of  the  club. 

“I'm  glad  we  were  able  to  give 
students  at  JJC  this  opportunity," 
Wells  said. 

She  added  that  in  honor  of  Na- 
tive American  Awareness  month 
people  can  pick  up  feathers  from  the 
student  center  and  other  places  around 
campus  to  wear  as  a tribute. 


Mentalist  intrigues  JJC  students  with 
his  clever  powers  of  the  paranormal 


By  Brian  Delaney 

JJC  students  were  recently  privi- 
leged on  Nov.  12  to  witness  one  of  the 
most  mentally  intriguing  artists  per- 
form his  act  of  psychic  blasphemy. 
Advertised  around  campus  as  being  a 
mentalist,  students  were  curious  as 
to  what  exactly  Christopher  Carter's 
professional  title  meant. 

Some  thought  he  was  an  artist 
who  works  with  metals. 

Others  thought  he  was  the  X- 
Files  creator.  But  instead,  Christopher 
Carter  is  just  a clever  man  who  has 
mastered  the  art  forms  of  pseudo-psy- 
chology. 

According  to  Carter’s  official 
website,  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
world’s  most  skilled,  "thought  read- 
ers" or  "mind  readers,"  as  well  as  one 
of  the  world’s  most  creative  and  origi- 
nal hypnotists. 

Watch  out  David  Copperfield, 
your  days  are  numbered. 

Unlike  performers  who  freeze 
themselves  in  ice  or  live  in  a glass  box, 
Christopher  Carter  manages  to  deliver 
an  entertaining  show  without  coming 
across  as  a self-loving  introvert,  like 
David  Blaine. 

He  was  professionally  dressed 
and  had  a sense  of  humor  that  worked 
well  on  a college  level.  Although  he 
magically  appeared  an  hour  late,  a 
large  number  of  students  still  gathered 


on  the  bridge  when  he  could  be  seen 
with  his  head  wrapped  in  duct  tape 
during  one  of  his  mind  reading  dem- 
onstrations. 

Carter  interacted  with  a variety  of 
students  during  his  mind-reading 
demonstrations  by  making  generali- 
zations that  sounded  accurate  but  were 


pretty  vague. 

"1  felt  a little  uncomfortable 
around  him  when  he  stood  by  me.  I 
knew  he  was  reading  my  thoughts.  I 
wanted  to  leave,"  stated  Sports  Editor 
Andrew  Hrubec,  who  was  one  of  the 
active  participants  in  the  audience. 

Carter  makes  his  rounds  across 


the  country,  visiting  nearly  1 50  college 
campuses  and  other  events  every  year. 
Such  a task  would  be  impossible  for  a 
person  with  average  mental  powers, 
but  not  for  Mr.  Carter-  mentalist. 

Besides  mind  reading,  and  other 
such  related  paranormal  activities, 
Christopher  Carter  performed  the  clas- 


sic tricks  of  contorting  solid  metal, 
moving  inanimate  objects  with  his 
thoughts,  and  telling  random  people 
their  social  security  numbers. 

"I  make  predictions  which  come 
true  in  detail;  I influence  other 
peoples'  thoughts;  I cause  objects  to 
move  using  the  power  of  my  mind, 
and  even  teach  audience  members 
how  to  read  the  thoughts  of  others. . ." 
states  Carter. 

Mentalists,  or  new  age  magicians 
like  Carter,  thrive  upon  delving  into 
people’s  selective  attention  and  under- 
standing body  language. 

In  other  words,  look  over  here 
while  I remove  your  wallet  and  run 
away. 

All  in  all,  it  was  a very  humor- 
ous, entertaining  show,  albeit  a little 
unnerving  that  someone  is  possibly 
reading  my  thoughts  right  now.  Carter 
admits  he  never  uses  his  powers  for 
wrong-doings. 

In  any  case,  for  those  of  you  who 
refuse  to  accept  the  fact  that  Christo- 
pher Carter  does  not  possess  any  su- 
pernatural powers,  one  should  prob- 
ably look  into  taking  a Psychology  101 
class  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  you  would  like  to  leant  more 
about  Carter  and  his  supernatural 
abilities,  visit  his  website  at 
www.mindcramp.com  where  you  or- 
der your  own  essential  Carter  t-shirt. 
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JJC 

POUCE 
REPORTS 

Tues.  10-28  Currency  reported  missing  from  cantina  and  Pepsi  boxes.  Valued  under  $300. 

Wed.  10-29  Baby  accidentally  locked  in  vehicle. 

Wed.  1 0-29  Traffic  stop  at  Centennial  Commons  for  suspicious  vehicle. 

Fri.  10-3 1 Theft.  Four  multimeters  reported  missing  from  the  E 2012  class  room. 

Fri.  10-31  Unauthorized  Area  Access.  Several  JJC  football  players  were  playing  basketball 
in  main  campus  gym  after  being  informed  not  to  do  so. 

Tues.  11-4  Property  Damage.  C-concourse  entrance  door  was  accidentally  slammed  shut, 
glass  pane  in  one  door  shattered. 

Thurs.  1 1 -6  Cat  Bite.  Victim  sustained  bite  from  a cat  in  the  Vet  Tech  Program. 

No  ambulance  necessary. 

Thurs.  11-6  Theft.  Silverware  reported  missing  at  the  City  Center  Campus.  Valued  under  $300. 

Mon.  11-10  Fire.  JFD  responded  to  a fire  reported  in  the  kitchen  of  unit  521  in  the 
Centennial  Commons. 

Fri.  11-7  Lost  Article.  Subject  reported  jacket  missing  at  the  fitness  center. 

Prepared  by  Brian  Delaney 


KeprodCct^ve  . V 

^Health  JolietJB 

5 Egg  (DONOQtf  VMBD&D 

THE  CENTER.  FOR.  REPRODUCTIVE  HEALTH 
IS  LOOKING  FOR.  WOMEN  WHO  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  GIVING  THE 


CORRECTION  TO  NOVEMBER  5 ISSUE 

In  the  last  issue  of  Blazer,  we  credited  Dr.  Michael  Kimmel 
with  authoring  Men  Are  From  Mars,  Women  Are  From 
Venus.  The  actual  author  is  John  Gray. 


Spring  2004 
Books  Available 
Online  and  In  Store 
Monday.  December  8th! 


Before  Then,  Check  Out  the  Holiday 
Gift  Ideas  ai  theJ.IC  Bookstore! 

Order  Your  Books  Online  at 
www.jjcbookstore.com 
Between  December  8th 


and  January  20th  - 
And  Have  Them  Shipped 
To  Your  Home  For  Only 

$1.95! 
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Staff,  and  you*  fhunltUo  - 

Sloppy  Jilawfeyhiy* 
fham.  you*  fhtUndo 
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Stopping  by  for  the  Holiday  Buffet  on 
Tuesday,  November  25th?- 
Stop  by  the  JJC  Bookstore  Too! 


“GIFT  OF  LIFE" 

TO  PATIENTS  EXPERIENCING  INFERTILITY 


IF  YOU  ARE  A WOMAN  WHO: 

$ IS  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  OF  21-32  YEARS  OLD? 

2 IS  A NONSMOKER  7 
9 HAS  REGULAR  MENSES  7 

YOU  MAY  BE  ELIGIBLE  TO  BE  COMPENSATED  FOR  YOUR  GIFT. 


YOU  MAY  CONTACT  US  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  BY: 

PHONE:  MS.  RONA  HUNTER,  RN  @ 

1-630-262-9980 

OR 

EMAIL:  CRHJOUET@ATTGLOBAL.NET 


Center  tar  Reproductive  Health  SC 
Joliet  rvp,  LLC 


2248W«braiU 
Cra.tHiU.EL  60435 
813-723-4161 


mBSo.tiSt.St.D 
GranO.  60134 
630-262-9980 


Shop  for  Holiday  Gifts  and 
Sample  Our  Assortment  of 
Soups,  Dips,  and  Desserts! 


You  Know  the  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back 
Books  Every  Business  Day  - 
But  Check-out  Our  Full  GeneralBuyback! 


Main  Campus 

Thursday,  December  ilth  9:00  am  to  6:31)  pm 
Friday.  December  / 2th  9:00  am  to  3:00  pm 
Saturday.  December  / 3th  9:00  am  to  1:00  pm^ 

Monday  thru  Thursday,  December  15th  -18th 
9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 

Friday,  December  19th  9:00  am  to  2:00  pm 

D/Mail  Contours*  - Monday  thru  Thursday' 
December  / 5th  - 18th  9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 
* North  Campus  - Wednesday,  December  17th 
6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 


Don’t  Forget  - $1.95  Shipping  At 
www.jjcbookstore.com 
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‘Revolutions’  should’ve  just  been  televised 


By  Malt  Sheehan 

The  Matrix  is  everywhere. 

You  see  it  when  you  turn  on  your 
television.  When  you  go  to  church. 
Maybe  even  when  you  pay  your  taxes. 
Nevertheless,  thank  goodness  the  hype 

The  Matrix:  Revolutions  is  the  fi- 
nal chapter  in  the  story  of  Neo'&  Co.’s 
war  against  the  machines  that  was 
filmed  concurrently  with  the  mediocre 
Reloaded,  which  came  out  this  past 
spring,  By  the  way,  did  I mention  that 
it  is  the  LAST  one?  1 guess  I didn't 
stress  that  enough,  considering  my 
feelings  toward  Revolutions. 

Neo  (Keanu  Reeves)  continues  to 
explore  his  "One"  true  self,  while  con- 
tinuing his  junior  high  romance  with 
Trinity  (Carrie-Anne  Moss);  and 
Morpheus  (Laurence  Fishburne) 
stands  around  waiting  for  something 
to  happen  while  looking  like  he's  not 
sure  what  the  hell  he  is  doing  there. 
Quite  simply,  this  was  a bit  of  a snore 
fest.  Sure,  it  looked  good.  The  Matrix 
series  has  always  had  superior  special 
effects  (still  second  to  ILM’s  work). 
But  just  because  a book  cover  looks 
good  doesn't  mean  the  story  and  dia- 
logue will  be.  While  watching  Revo- 
lutions, I got  bored  during  all  the  talk- 
ing, excited  when  things  picked  up,  and 
snoozed  when  the  dialogue  started 
again.  I'm  not  saying  this  as  a superfi- 
cial human  being  who  likes  all  flash 
and  no  cash  (like  the  people  who  saw 
Bad  Boys  11).  I’m  just  saying  that  all 
the  dialogue  was  “blah-blah-bleeb- 
blueb-blup-blce-blah.” 

Not  all  of  Revolutions  is  bad. 
Hugo  Weaving,  as  Agent  Smith,  solidi- 
fies his  character's  ranking  as  one  of 
the  most  thoroughly  evil  and  diaboli- 
cal villains  ever  (o  be  projected  in  a 
multigoogeplex.  Also,  the  character 
expansion  of  Niobe  (a  buff  and  some- 
what sexy  Jada  Pinkett  Smith)  was  a 
great  addition.  But  where  the  hell  was 
more  Monica  Bellucci,  damnit?!?  She 


was  in  there  for,  what,  approximately 
17.6942  seconds? 

Anyways,  the  film  seems  to  also 
suffer  from  the  lacking  of  one  indi- 
vidual: Gloria  Foster,  who  played  the 
Oracle  in  the  first  and  Reloaded. 

Unfortunately,  she  died  shortly 


after  her  scenes  for  Reloaded  were 
completed  from  complications  to  dia- 
betes. 

Now,  Mary  Alice  does  do  her  best 
with  the  all-knowing  Oracle  and  even 
talks  like  her,  so  1 do  give  her  credit. 
However,  she  does  not  have  the  same 


charming.  Grandmotherly  quality  that 
the  great  Foster  did. 

1 do  admit  that  I will  see  Revolu- 
tions again  (in  1MAX,  of  course!).  I 
want  to  like  it — especially  after  Re- 
loaded— but  I guess  I may  feel  like 
Cypher  from  the  first  Matrix:  “Why. 


oh,  why  didn't  I take  the  blue  pill?" 

Check  out  Matt's  Movies  & TV 
for  coming  reviews  of  Elf,  Kill  Bill: 
Volume  1 , Master  & Commander:  The 
Far  Side  of  the  World,  and  my  alter- 
nate endings  for  Matrix:  Revolutions! 
http://www.matts-movies.com/ 


JJC  theater  presents  Shakespeare’s 
‘Romeo  and  Juliet’  with  a cajun  twist 


Simple  pleasure: 

‘The  Wolves  in  the  Walls’ 


Bv  Rosalie  Lewis 

When  most  people  think  of 
Shakespeare’s  Romeo  and  Juliet , they 
probably  don’t  associate  it  with  loud 
whoops  and  Mardi  Gras  beads  being 
thrown  into  the  audience,  or  blue- 
haired cross-dressers  and  Bourbon 
Street  brawls.  But  as  anyone  who  at- 
tended the  recent  JJC  theatre  produc- 
tion discovered,  Shakespeare's  time- 
less play  can  be  adapted  to  fit  many 
different  settings. 

Set  in  contemporary  New  Orleans 
a few  weeks  before  Mardi  Gras, 
Romeo  and  Juliet  was  directed  by  Clay 
Kirkland,  with  veterans  of  the  stage 
Steve  Elmore  and  Taya  Langlois  tak- 
ing the  roles  of  the  title  characters. 

While  the  setting  was  modem,  the 
dialogue  remained  completely 
Shakespearean,  similar  to  Baz 
Luhrmann’s  1996  movie.  The  cast 
made  the  old-style  language  more  ac- 
cessible by  their  gestures  and  body  lan- 
guage. however;  and  even  those  who 
weren't  well-versed  in  Old  English 
could  understand  what  was  going  on 
and  being  said  with  no  trouble  at  all. 

Elmore  and  Langlois  gave  con- 
vincing performances,  their  passion 
evident  in  every  syllable  and  wistful 
glance.  Much  more  likable  than  the 
Leonardo  DiCaprio/Clare  Danes  ver- 
sion of  these  classic  characters,  the  two 
really  brought  the  story  to  life,  rein- 


forcing the  humanity  of  their  roles. 

The  supporting  cast  also  turned 
in  remarkable  performances. 
Mercutio,  played  by  Matt  Stcffan,  gen- 
erated lots  of  laughter  from  the  crowd 
with  his  over-the-top  portrayal  of  this 
already  amusing  character.  Jenna 
Slworzyjanek,  who  has  appeared  in 
numerous  JJC  productions,  breathed 
new  life  into  the  role  of  Juliet’s  nurse, 
a character  who  could  have  been  bor- 
ing but  was  transformed  into  a memo- 
rable comedic  element  of  the  produc- 

Also  impressive  were  Benvolio, 
played  by  Kevin  Schaefer,  Tybalt,  por- 
trayed by  Nathan  Martin  and  Paris, 
played  by  Eric  Thompson.  And  of 


Photo  courtesy  Nicki  Blowers 
course  Friar  Lawrence,  who  was 
played  by  Zach  Bloomfield,  was  an 
integral  part  of  the  play  and  very  lik- 
able as  a character. 

The  rest  of  the  large  cast  ensemble 
also  did  a great  job  in  their  various 
roles,  making  the  play  a success. 

Though  the  story  was  a familiar 
one,  this  telling  of  it  was  outstanding. 
In  fact,  1 liked  this  version  of  Romeo 
and  Juliet  better  than  any  other  I have 
seen  so  far.  So  if  you  have  yet  to  see  a 
JJC  theatre  production,  go  see  one  the 
next  chance  you  get!  Because  before 
you  know  it,  today’s  JJC  theatre  stars 
will  become  tomorrow's  movie  stars 
and  you’ll  wish  you  had  seen  them 
here  first. 


Book  review 

‘The  Wolves  in  the  Walls’ 
Written  by  Neil  Gaiman 
Illustrations  by  Dave  McKean 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 

It  is  a sad  trend  that  as  a society 
we  too  often  devalue  simplicity.  We 
forget  that  literature  need  not  be  overly 
complex  to  be  both  satisfying  and 
touching.  How  strange  that  as  we  age, 
we  forget  what  inspired  our  love  for 
reading. 

Simple  stories  are  created  to  en- 
tertain young  minds  and  hearts.  How- 
ever, The  Wolves  in  the  Walls  by  Neil 
Gaiman  reminds  us  that  even  a picture 
book  can  entertain  an  adult  mind. 

In  The  Wolves  in  the  Walls  the 
reader  follows  the  trail  of  Lucy,  who 
discovers  that  wolves  are  living  in  her 
walls.  Her  attempts  to  warn  her  family 
are  utterly  futile,  since  each  member 
seams  to  believe  that  it  is  all  a creation 
of  her  childish  mind.  However,  their 
denial  is  always  followed  by  the  warn- 
ing, "When  the  wolves  come  out  of  the 
walls  it's  all  over." 

But  is  it?  Not  if  Lucy  has  anything 
to  do  about  it.  Showing  the  sort  of  brav- 
ery and  clarity  of  mind  only  a child  may 
possess,  Lucy  then  must  attempt  to  lead 
her  family  in  a fight  to  retake  the  house. 

The  story  itself  is  complimented 


by  the  art  of  Dave  McKean  who  has 
previously  worked  with  Gaiman  on 
The  Day  l Swapped  My  Dad  for  Two 
Goldfish. 

An  established  artist,  McKean's 
work  has  donned  the  covers  of  numer- 
ous books,  comics  and  CDs. 

He  creates  images  that  are  haunt- 
ing and  ominous,  and  only  add  to  the 
suspense.  The  art  of  McKean  is  unique 
in  that  it  is  able  to  stand  on  its  own 
merits,  unlike  illustrations  of  many 
other  books  for  the  young  reader. 

Overall,  The  Wolves  in  the  Walls 
■ is  a wonderful  change  of  pace  for  both 
the  adult  and  young  reader.  Being  such 
a stress-free  read,  this  book  is  a per- 
fect outlet  for  the  pressures  of  the  holi- 
day season. 

Likewise  Wolves  may  help  the 
reader  recapture  a more  youthful 
mindset  and  peel  away  the  jaded  adult 
perceptions,  if  only  for  a moment. 

The  Wolves  in  the  Walls  can  be 
found  in  the  youth  section  of  most 
bookstores.  If  the  reader  happens  to 
rediscover  their  love  for  picture  books, 
I also  recommend  Where  the  Wild 
Things  Are  for  a more  nostalgic  read. 
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Beauty  and  the  Beasts 

Can  a former  NFL  cheerleader  find  love  with  an  ordinary  guy? 


By  Lisa  Frieri 

Many  beauties,  including  Heather 
Locklear  and  Kate  Hudson,  have  fallen 
for  bland  rock  stars.  But  can  a beauty 
fall  for  an  "Average  Joe"? 

This  show  features  a young,  pretty 
girl  hoping  to  find  the  man  of  her 
dreams  on  reality  TV.  Here's  the  catch: 
Unlike  the  rest  of  the  reality  shows, 
with  guys  who  are  tall,  dark  and  hand- 
some, the  guys  of  “Average  Joe”  are 
clumsy,  goofy,  short  and  fat. 

Melana,  the  woman  caught  in  the 
middle  of  this  show,  said  she  was  look- 
ing for  a personality  over  looks.  NBC 
took  her  at  her  word. 

Before  any  of  the  hopefuls  ar- 
rived, an  attractive  man  stepped  out  of 
a limo,  but  only  to  say  the  men  were 
arriving  shortly.  A bus  drove  up  to  the 
driveway  (some  were  too  big  to  fit  in 
a limo)  and  the  look  on  Melana's  face 
went  from  excitement  to  horror  as  she 
saw  her  potential  suitors  arriving  one 
by  one.  Another  woman  was  standing 
by  if  Melana  was  unable  to  go  on  with 
the  show,  but  she  stuck  with  it. 

By  the  second  episode,  egos 
started  flaring  as  the  men  vied  for 
Melana's  affections.  Zach,  a 28  year 
old  real  estate  agent,  and  one  of  the 
more  attractive  guys,  picked  a fight 
with  John,  one  of  the  more  nerdy  guys. 

"John  is  a nerd.  John  is  boring.  I 
guess  it's  just  me  being  an  ass,"  Zach 
said. 

John  is  not  the  only  one  that  has  a 
problem  with  Zach.  In  the  first  episode, 
Zach  smashed  an  egg  on  Marc's  head 
just  because  of  his  5'4"  stature.  Later 


Smiles  and  smooches  - Melena  and  contestant  Adam  cozy  up  for  a couple  of  publicity  shots. 


in  the  second  episode,  Zach  scored  a 
one-on-one  date  with  Melana  after 
winning  a rock  climbing  competition, 
much  to  the  other  guys’  dismay. 

"The  energy  that  comes  out  of 
Zach  just  grabs  me  in.  the  right  way," 
Melena  explained,  after  making  out 
with  Zach  on  their  date. 

After  his  high  point  with  Melana, 
Zach  faced  embarrassment  when 
Adam  tells  Melana  he's  prepared  for 
his  date  with  her,  showing  her  gum  and 
breath  mints  after  hearing  about  her 
date  with  Zach. 

Zach  got  what  was  coming  to  him 


for  ripping  on  several  other  guys. 

Melena’s  next  date  did  not  go  so 
smoothly.  John,  a 28  year  old  director's 
assistant,  started  singing  in  Austrian, 
which  came  across  as  more  awkward 
than  endearing.  As  if  this,  wasn't  bad 
enough,  he  overreacted  to  Melana’s 
polite,  quick  peck  by  proclaming  he's 
in  love. 

In  the  elimination  ceremony,  six 
guys  were  eliminated  and  some  even 
learned  a lesson  or  two.  Dennis 
touched  everyone’s  hearts  and  taught 
Zach  a lesson  in  humanity. 

“Dennis  definalely  made  Zach 


more  of  a man."  Melana  later  said. 

He  tried  his  best  at  winning  her 
heart,  commenting  "I  didn’t  gel  the  girl 
in  this  experience,  but  1 got  a whole  lot 

An  average  joe  that  stands  out  is 
Tarcq,  a 21 -year-old  college  professor 
of  comparative  religion  from  Harare, 
Zimbabwe.  He  has  been  playing  it  coy 
and  has  been  winning  points  with 
Melana.  He  was  even  one  of  the  four 
picked  for  a one-on  -one  date. 

Kathy  Griffin  is  the  host  of  show, 
nnd  is  a die  hard  reality  TV  show  ft  in 
herself,  even  appearing  on  "Celebrity 


Photos  courtesy  of  NBC 
Mole"  last  year. 

On  a recent  TV  Guide  channel 
interview,  Griffin  put  her  spin  on  the 
show. 

"Half  [of  the  guys]  in  the  bag 
think  they  have  a shot."  She  also  com- 
mented that  she  had  to  tone  down  her 
humor  for  the  show  and  not  rip  on  the 
guys  so  much. 

So  will  a beauty  find  love  with  an 
"Average  Joe?” 

America  will  just  have  to  watch 
and  find  out. 

"Average  Joe"  conics  on  Mon- 
days at  9 on  NBC. 
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‘Threat  Matrix’ 

TV  thriller  capitalizes  on  post-9/11  tensions 


Photo  courtesy  of  ABC 


By  Traci  Rader 

Many  who  scroll  through  the  TV 
guide  and  see  the  "Threat  Matrix"  may 
sigh  and  say,  “another  reality  show,  no 
thank  you ! ' ' Or  maybe  a spin-off  of  The 
Matrix  with  hunky  star  Keanu  Reeves? 
But  as  I sat  there  one  night  watching 
it,  I couldn’t  keep  my  eyes  off  of  the 
TV.  Definitely  a series  for  the  post-9/ 
11  generation,  ABC's  Threat  Matrix 
detailed  the  exploits  of  an  elite  task- 
force unit  of  Homeland  Security. 
Headed  by  John  Kilmer  (Jamie 
Denton),  the  unit,  comprised  of  the 
only  the  best  of  the  FBI,  CIA,  and 
NSA,  was  dedicated  to  stopping  ter- 
rorism before  it  started,  using  the  mul- 
titude of  threats  and  warnings  received 
on  a constant  basis  by  the  White  House 
as  (heir  guide.  Threat  Matrix  debuted 
September  18,  2003. 

The  show  draws  you  in  with  ex- 
citement the  minute  it  starts.  Action, 
drama  and  a hint  of  truth.  It  has  de- 
rived from  the  fact  that  there  actually 
is  a Threat  Matrix  — a Irue-to-life, 
alarming  top-secret  document  that 
warns  the  president  of  daily  threats 
against  the  United  States.  It  has  al- 
ways been  a mystery  to  most  Ameri- 
cans. But  this  new  ABC  prime-time 


series  by  the  same  name  could  shed 
more  light  on  just  what  the  document 
is  about. 

Richard  Clarke,  former  counter- 
terrorism czar  for  the  Bush  adminis- 
tration says  in  an  interview  on  ABC 
News,  the  daily  Threat  Matrix  is  re- 
served for  review  each  morning  by  a 
very  small  group,  which  includes  the 
president.  It  actually  looks  like  a 
spreadsheet.  The  15-to-20-page 
spreadsheet  of  potential  threats  from 
around  the  globe  typically  focuses  on 
a dozen  or  so  threats. 

It  was  created  four  years  ago  when 
intelligence  officials  say  they  started 
to  become  overwhelmed  by  the  vol- 
ume of  incoming  intelligence  on  po- 
tential threats.  The  point  of  the  Matrix 
is  to  help  experts  detect  critical  patterns 
that  might  be  missed  Otherwise. 

The  Threat  Matrix  is  comprised  of 
all  the  different  threats  that  might  be 
happening  around  the  world  and  put 
together  then  turned  into  an  equation. 
At  one  stage,  the  CIA  put  the  Matrix 
together.  Now  it's  a multi-agency  ef- 
fort, in  an  attempt  to  make  sure  noth- 
ing is  missed  simply  because  bureau- 
cracies might  not  be  talking. 

In  the  series,  Kilmer's  squad  in- 


cludes his  headstrong  ex-wife.  Frankie 
Elroy  Kilmer  (Kelly  Rutherford),  a 
gorgeous  blonde  who's  as  tough  as  a 
combat  bool.  She  relies  on  her  gut  in- 
stinct and  has  criminal  behavioral 
knowledge  to  predict  what  might  hap- 
pen; a CIA-trained  Egyptian-American 
named  Mo  Adassi  (Anthony  Azizi); 
Jelani  Harper  (Mahershalalhashbaz 
Ali.  "Crossing  Jordan"),  an  African- 
American  computer  genius  formerly 
with  the  National  Security  Agency,  al- 
ways breaking  code,  using  satellite 
cameras,  tracking  emails  and  retriev- 
ing data  for  the  team;  and  a lip-read- 
ing specialist  named  Holly  (deaf  ac- 
tress Shoshannah  Stem).  They're  the 
best  there  is  at  what  they  do. 

The  high-tech  team  goes  through 
and  verifies  a threat  situation  showing 
the  world  in  great  detail  what  our  gov- 
ernment does  to  protect  us.  And  you 
thought  we  were  behind  times  in  tech- 
nology? I don’t  think  so. 

Could  this  be  good  to  show  on  TV, 
giving  ideas  to  potential  bad  guys? 
They  show  everything  else,  so  why 
not?  It  gave  me  a great  respect  for 
Homeland  Security  and  what  we  will 
do  to  protect  ourselves.  Yes,  this  is  sort 
of  a mixture  of  "24,"  "Alias,"  and 
"CSI"  showing  terrorism,  threats,  ana- 
lytical processes  and  high-tech  equip- 
ment. But  I have  to  say,  it  is  exciting 
knowing  this  all  actually  happens  here 
in  the  USA. 

Maybe  our  fellow  Americans  will 
show  more  support  and  happily  par- 
ticipate in  the  long  drawn-out  security 
checks  at  airports  and  security  check- 
points at  our  nation’s  Capital  and  tour- 
ist attractions  instead  of  complaining 
and  pointing  fingers  at  all  the  people 
who  have  worked  hard  to  guarantee 
our  saftey. 

Working  on  cutting  edge  technol- 
ogy, this  secret  team  fights  the  many 
faces  of  terrorism  to  keep  America 
safe.  The  one  flaw  in  Kilmer's  dream 
team  is  his  ex-wife,  Frankie.  Together 
they’ve  dodged  devastating  outcomes 
of  all  varieties,  except  their  marriage. 


The  buzz  is  back! 


‘Texas  Chainsaw  Massacre’ 
remake  rips  into  theaters 


Leatherface  returns:  the  face  that 's  launched  a thousand  nightmares. 

Photo  courtesy  New  Line 


By  Trista  Pennington 

You  would  think  it  would  be  hard 
to  sneak  up  on  someone  with  a 
chainsaw  buzzing,  but  director  Marcus 
Nispel  finds  a way  to  install  fear  into 
his  audience  with  a remake  of  the  1974 
classic  "Texas  Chainsaw  Massacre." 

This  time  around,  the  plot  line  is 
varied  slightly.  For  the  first  time  since 
the  original  movie,  the  only  survivor 
of  what  many  consider  to  be  the  most 
gruesome  mass  murder  case  ever  has 
come  forward. 

The  story  opens  as  a group  of  teen- 
agers are  driving  home  from  Mexico 
to  attend  a Lynard  Skynard  concert. 
Suddenly  they  pass  a very  distraught- 


looking  girl,  and  they  decide  to  pull 
over  and  help  her.  They  soon  discover 
that  this  action  will  change  their  lives, 
or  what's  left  of  them,  forever. 

Jessica  Biel  gives  the  leading  role 
as  "Erin"  a fresh  appeal  by  not  por- 
traying the  typical  "dumb  chick"  in  this 
horror  film  while  Andrew  Bryniarski 
gives  justice  to  her  counterpart  as  the 
crazed  "Leatherface." 

The  movie  is  rated  R,  and  right- 
fully so,  for  its  graphic  scenes  of  hor- 
rific violence.  This  film  is  not  intended 
for  people  who  have  a weak  stomach, 
so  stay  clear  if  you  cannot  handle  gore. 
Otherwise,  grab  some  friends  and  head 
out  to  see  this  suspense  thriller! 


The  Blazer  is  seeking  writers  for 
spring  semester.  Interested  in 
seeing  your  work  in  print? 
Contact  our  editors  at  280-2313 
or  blazermail@jjc.edu 


2143  W.  Jefferson  St.,  Joliet,  IL  60435 
815-729-0606 


Acrylic  Full  Set $25.00 

Fill $15.00 

Manicure  $15.00 

Solar  Full  Set  $50.00 

Fill  Pink $20.00 

Fill  White $35.00 

Gel  Full  Set  $35.00 

Fill $25.00 


We  have  a 

Professional  Nail  Technician 
here  to  Serve  YOU! 

Hours  Open: 

Monday  - Saturday  9A.M.  to  9P.M. 
Sunday  11:00  A.M.  - 7P.M. 

Como  In  10  times,  got  one  freo. 


Facial  tor  Your  Legs  . . $35.00 

Spa  Pedicures $25.00 

Nail  Art $ 8.00 

Nail  Airbrush  $ 8.00 

Facial $50.00 

Eye  Brow  Wax  $ 8.00 

Up  Wax  $ 5.00 

Leg  Wax $25.00 


“““'‘SnS  ,0%  Oft  ,0r  lhe  lirSl 

Month  of  Grand  Opening 


EARN  EXTRA  MONEY 
THIS  HOLIDAY  SEASON 
WITH  UPS! 


Now  Hiring, 

SEASONAL  PART-TIME 
PACKAGE  HANDLERS  , 

• Earn  $8.50  per  hour,  with  poUmtl.il  for 
permanent  job  placement  in  the  New  Year 

• Consistent  Work  Schedule 

• Weekly  Paychecks 

• Weekend;  !i  Holidays  Off 


HODGKINS 

l-SS  b 1-294  ■ So«lh  Suburbs 
(79lh  b VfUtow  Sprites  Rd.) 

Night  Shift  • 10:OOPM-3:OOAM 
StinrHe  Shill  • 3:30AM-&30AM 
Day  Shift  • 10.0QAM-3:00PM 
Twilight  Shift  • S;0DPM-10:0OPM 

To  team  mote  rfcout  Seasonal  Part-Time  Package  Handler 
opportunities  and  the  UPS  Earn  and  LeanvA  Program  at  Joliet 
Junioi  College,  plcaso  contact  Lewis  Strange  aL 

708-387-4884  ext.  S435 


www.upsjobs.com/chicago 


'Program  gukv*im»  *wiy 


Egjal  CtoarhJfly  EmpSy/w 
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Concert  Review 

The  Golden 


Age  of  Grotesque 


. By  Jessica  E.  Perez 

Were  you  out  on  Friday.  Oct.  17 
and  wondered.  Where  did  all  of  the 
gothic  people  go?  Well,  many  of  them 
stormed  the  Aragon  Ballroom  to  see 
Marilyn  Manson. 

There  were  many  people  sporting 
Manson  T-shirts  and  many  like  me 
dressed  semi-normal,  anticipating  not 
only  the  music  but  the  antics  of  the 
antichrist  superstar. 

The  opening  band  called  S.T.U.N. 
ran  onto  the  stage.  They  were  heckled 
by  the  crowd  almost  instantly.  The  lead 
singer  screamed,  “Give  me  your  hate!" 
And  the  crowd  did. 

After  a forty-five  minute  wait  for 
the  always  cool  but  controversial  per- 
former to  appear  onstage,  the  curtain 
finally  dropped  and  he  appeared  sit- 
ting on  a chair  and  being  lowered  onto 
the  stage. 

He  opened  with  ‘This  is  the  New 
Sh*t,"  followed  by  amazing  versions 
of  "Dope  Show,"  “Use  Your  Fist  and 
Not  Your  Mouth”  and  "Beautiful 
People.” 

During  the  “Fight  Song,"  some 
people  next  to  me  took  it  a little  too 
seriously  and  an  actual  fight  broke  out. 

Overall  though,  the  crowd  was 
unusually  tame  for  a Manson  show,  at 
least  until  "Beautiful  People"  came  on. 
This  may  have  been  due  to  the  diverse 
age  group  in  the  audience,  because 
there  was  a good  mix  of  both  younger 
and  older  fans  at  the  show. 

The  stage  antic'  y • also  tame. 
But  that  didr.  » del-  m the  show. 
In  my  opinion  tills  a great  con- 
cert with  a lot  of  cncrg 

The  most  memoral  ; quote  of  the 
evening  came  when  Ma.  n addressed 
some  protests  taking  pi.  in  Mexico. 

“I  don’t  worship  tan,"  said 

Manson.  “He  worship  !" 


Transfermg  to  Columbia  makes  sense.  You'll  be  o 
tour  way  to  » <y«rtwo  cares*  that  you'll  I ova  And, 
ive  make  the  proof**  really,  really  e=asy.  Lea*n  more 
it  colum.ecij. 


Columbia  college  c « , c . . 

OE  rMTKWS  MEMEG  MiaWL  KRKXMMC.  ME£MMt>CU*MUMUn}«1  AflB  OCU££E 
iOO  S Michigan  Avanua.  Chicago.  IL  60605  pfc.  <3121  344-7130 


IJou,  * associate  J Jeejn 
r/j/  the  heq 


finish  what  you  started 


Improve  your*df,  Improve  your  career  outlook.  It’s  really  llw  Mrnfilc-  t>|*n  'Ik 
door  lo  0 better  life  with  a cull  tn  National-I  xmii  Urmmitr  You'll  find  out  about  our 
very  ipecial  IcaramBenvirernnent  with  teaching  centered  around  )ou.You  can  d«™» 
from  a variety  of  undergraduate  degnxx  tadi  one  a tribute  lo  our  1 17-year  history. 

And  youll  benefit  from; 

▲ Small  dais  sires:  have  20  or  fewer  student*.  Ranked  32  by 

US,  Nms  <S-  Mtrftf  Jtejwr* 

▲ Smallca  average  undergraduate  student  loan  dcht:  $R,MD. 

Ranked  l»r  VS  Newt  & VvWW  ilrpwr* 

▲ Claste*  tlwt  meet  only  one  evening  per  wtk 
A Location#  dote  to  you 
A Family  with  extensive  practical  experience 
A Our  dedication  to  affordable  education  with  fiimKMl  aid  and 

scholarships  available 


You  may  be  do«»  than  you  think  to  luring  >v>ur  degree. 
You  owe  it  to  yuundf  lo  find  out!  Call  1 JJtt-NLU.TODAY 
or  visit  wwwJilado 


lui \n*U  0<gr»»OimpUlW»« 
Prayrxnt  Ur  W-rktni  Adullt 

Apjt  W iahirioH  ScUiuw 
lUihk  l.irr  Imlmblp 
v.inv'fTKW  (ahoimttohWonhi*) 
V.inv*owii  t«tnrwa»inSK*ru 

TraAOnul  LfedwgraJluW  hrogram* 
hwrwu  itilmiiwInlVw 
AcoiunUrg 
lourrullnml  IoWim 
VlirVwnv 

CniTfuUr  tatnf mwon  "’lUmt 
f.-rtr  CUU boat  Btuallon 
Hmwrrtirr  Eitusilkw 

EM* 
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CD  REVIEW: 
Rufus 

Wainwright’s 
‘Want  One’ 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 

Want  One,  the  third  effort  by 
Rufus  Wainwright,  is  in  many  ways  a 
letdown.  In  his  third  effort,  the  singer- 
songwriter  seems  to  forget  what  made 
his  previous  work  wonderful. 

Want  One,  like  Wainwright’s  pre- 
vious work.  Poses  is  mainly  about  love 
and  reflection  on  both  the  past  and 
present.  However,  unlike  Poses,  Wain- 
wright is  unable  create  any  type  of  flow 
to  the  recording.  The  stronger  tracks 
are  oddly  spaced,  forcing  the  listener 
to  trudge  through  the  less  thoughtful 
songs.  When  speaking  of  Wainwright, 
flow  cannot  be  overstated,  since  atmo- 
sphere has  long  been  a keystone  of  his 
recordings. 

Despite  the  flaws,  Wainwright 
does  deliver  in  terms  of  vocals.  Lis- 
tening to  Wainwright  sing  is  like  tak- 
ing a lazy  carousel  ride.  With  gracious, 
soft  tones,  filled  with  empathy,  Wain- 
wright is  undoubtedly  able  to  sell  a 
song. 

Lyrically,  however.  Want  One  is 
lacking.  Previously,  Wainwright  devel- 
oped a mood  lhat,-whilc  poignant,  was 
at  the  same  time  a bit  raunchy — love 
songs  with  a bit  of  "Sex  in  the  City" 
humor  thrown  into  the  mix.  Wain- 
wright injected  his  songs  with  the  sort 
of  irreverence  that  is  sorely  lacking  in 
most  modem  music.  But  with  this  al- 
bum, this  humor  has  all  but  disap- 
peared. It's  as  if  the  CD  has  been 
overly  scrubbed  for  a mass  audience. 
Unfortunately,  this  attempt  at  becom- 
ing more  mainstream  results  in  a num- 
ber of  songs  that  are  flat  and  boring, 

Thankfully,  Wainwright  does 
manage  to  retain  his  love  for  instru- 
mentation. Perhaps  it  is  the  influence 
of  Bob  Dylan,  but  for  some  unknown 
reason  modern  singer/songwriters' 
overwhelmingly  use  the  acoustic  gui- 
tar as  their  chosen  instrument.  Immune 
to  this  i rend,  Want  One  is  full  of  rich 
piano  music.  Complimented  by  a num- 
ber of  oilier  instruments,  Wainwright 
does  manage  to  retain  some  of  the  ele- 
ments that  drew  music  lovers  to  him 
in  the  beginning. 

All  in  all,  Want  One  is  just  ok. 
This  is  a CD  you  throw  on  when  you 
want  soft  background  music  that  you 
don't  pay  much  attention  to. 

If  you  happen  to  be  a music  lover 
and  are  presently  unfamiliar  with 
Rufus  Wainwright,  I recommend  you 
pick  up  his  other  recordings  first  for  a 
much  more  satisfying  musical  experi- 
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Puddle  of  Mud:  Life  on  Display 


By  Jessica  E.  Perez 

On  a cold  October  night.  Puddle 
of  Mudd  fans  stormed  the  House  of 
Blues  to  make  it  a sold-out  show. 

The  crowd  was  mainly  over  21 
and  ready  to  have  a good  time. 

This  group  seemed  relatively 
lame  compared  to  the  last  time  Puddle 
of  Mudd  was  in  Chicago. 

The  last  time  they  were  opening 
up  for  Kom,  in  a larger  venue  and  in 
front  of  a younger  crowd. 

This  time  at  the  House  of  Bues, 
there  were  stools  for  people  to  sit  on, 
which  definitely  affected  the  environ- 
ment and  tone  of  the  show. 

The  opening  band  was  called  Left 
Setter,  a local  band. 

The  lead  singer  had  tons  of  en- 
ergy, but  the  rest  of  the  band  seemed 


less  enthusiastic. 

Their  hard  rock  style  was  acces- 
sible but  not  very  original. 

However,  they  had  some  fans  in 
the  audience  who  requested  songs 
throughout  their  set. 

After  they  played,  they  encour- 
aged the  crowd  to  "support  your  local 
music!” 

After  Left  Setter  earned  Puddle  of 
Mudd,  the  band  everyone  had  come  to 

When  they  first  came  on  stage, 
they  had  a curtain  reveal  them  play- 
ing and  singing. 

They  also  had  an  elaborate  stage 
design  that  looked  like  a shipwreck. 

After  the  first  couple  of  songs, 
Wes  decided  to  get  the  crowd  going. 

“F***  the  Yankees!”  he  said. 


“The  Cubs  were  robbed."  Then  he 
dedicated  their  song  “Drift  and  Die" 
to  the  guy  that  caught  the  foul  ball. 

They  played  many  of  their  songs 
from  their  first  album  and  some  from 
the  upcoming  Life  on  Display. 

Some  of  the  more  memorable 
songs  were  "Away  From  Me,"  "Bring 
Me  Down,”  "Out  of  my  Head,"  "She 
Hates  Me”  and  “Control." 

The  energy  from  the  band  was 
contagious,  and  the  crowd  got  really 
pumped  up. 

At  the  end  of  the  show,  the  House 
of  Blues  played  a different  version  of 
“She  Hates  Me"  as  people  exited  the 
venue  still  singing. 

Next  concert: 

Deftones,  Thrice  and  Thursday  at 
the  Aragon,  Nov.  30  at  7:00  p.m. 


LAYOUT/WEB  DESIGN 
If  you  have  layout/web 
design  skills  and  want  to 
make  some  extra 
money,  the  Blazer  may 
be  able  to  use  you. 
Contact  adviser  Bob 
Marcink  at  280-2607  if 
you  are  interested  in  a 
position  with  the  Blazer 
next  semester. 

If  you  applied  for  the 
position  previously  and 
have  not  been 
contacted,  please 
recontact  Mr.  Marcink. 


IF  TOUR  BANK  HAS  A DIRECT  DEPOSIT 

REQUIREMENT 

YOU  HAVE  FAKE  FREE  CHECKING 

truly  free  checking 

Ii  d (Han’t  semi  fair.  Your  payduck  bypattw  you  and  gins  ttraigl*  io  your  bank,  just  w 
you  can  "qualify"  fox  file  ficc  checking?  Weird.  Thankfully,  limit's  Washingron  Mutuals 
truly  Free  Checking  account.  If  you  want  direct  deposit,  fine.  If  not,  fin*.  Ether  way,  it* 

Mill  truly  free.  Plus,  we  hue  no  fees  to  talk  to  Telephone  hankers  and  no  monthly  Irr  no 
matter  wlut  your  balance.  Stop  jumping  through  hoops.  Go  to  any  Washington  Mutual 
Financial  Center  or  call  l-8(l<l-788-700«  and  switch  lo  truly  Free  Checking  today. 

^ Washington  Mutual 

MORE  NMUN  INTEREST. 

mnuixon 
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Board  games  become  new  craze: 
Scrabble  makes  itself  at  home  on  ESPN 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

There  has  never  been  a sport 
quite  like  it.  The  intensity  and  vigor 
exuded  by  these  stellar  competitors  is 
unlike  anything  that  anyone  has  ever 
seen  before.  These  athletes  may  not 
have  the  physical  strength  that  a foot- 
ball player  has  or  the  athletic  ability 
that  a basketball  player  has,  but  they 
do  have  the  intelligence  that  can  only 
be  found  in  one  sport — Scrabble. 

Following  a shocking  Bears  loss 
on  Nov.  9,  I found  myself  tuning  to 
ESPN  to  add  to  my  Sunday  sports  fix. 
To  my  dismay,  I didn’t  find  any  foot- 
ball, basketball  or  even  bass  fishing. 
Instead,  1 saw  a group  of  Star  Trek 
geeks  huddled  around  a board  game 
scurrying  to  find  words  that  even 
Merriam- Webster  would  need  to  look 
up. 

Sure,  any  reasonable  person  can 
argue  that  Scrabble  isn’t  a sport,  but 
tell  that  to  ESPN.  Following  the  suc- 
cess of  the  World  Series  of  Poker, 
ESPN  needed  to  find  another  up-and- 
coming  sport  to  help  rejuvenate  an 


almost  nonexistent  fan  base.  What’s 
belter  than  watching  middle  aged  vir- 
gins struggle  to  get  a triple  word  score? 

1 don't  know  if  you  can  consider 
any  competition  a sport  when  a per- 
son can  eat  or  drink  while  actively 
participating,  but  maybe  that's  what 
other  sports  are  missing.  I know  I’d 
enjoy  watching  Eddy  Curry  scarf  down 
a cheeseburger  while  attempting  a 
dunk.  Better  yet,  why  not  allow  Chi- 
cago Bears  running  back  Rabih 
Abdullah  the  chance  to  drink  on  the 
field  as  opposed  to  behind  the  wheel 
of  his  car? 

JJC  student  Christopher 
Brownson  is  a sports  fanatic.  When 
asked  how  he  feels  about  the  sudden 
Scrabble  craze,  he  responded  by  say- 
ing that  “It’s  word-a-riffic." 

Just  picture  a world  where  sports 
as  we  know  them  will  become  pass6 
and  we  are  all  subjected  to  heavy  doses 
of  Monopoly  and  Uno  tournaments 
broadcast  live  on  ESPN.  Children  will 
be  forced  by  their  parents  to  become 
the  Michael  Jordan  of  Guess  Who. 


And  as  opposed  to  the  NBA  and  NFL, 
the  only  age  restrictions  would  be  the 
ones  labeled  on  the  box,  for  ages  six 
and  up.  Also,  because  there  is  no  ac- 
tual physical  activity  involved  in  play- 
ing board  games,  women  could  par- 
ticipate against  men.  Annika 
Sorenstam  would  be  just  another  pretty 
face  amongst  these  great  competitors. 
Could  there  be  a more  perfect  scenario? 

The  days  of  watching  grown  men 
frolic  around  a football  field  are  over. 
The  new  wave  of  sports  entertainment 
has  come  with  a careless  disregard  for 
any  sport  that  may  interfere  with  its 
hostile  takeover.  The  board  game  phe- 
nomenon is  not  just  another  fad,  and 
just  as  JJC  student  Mark  Penine  stated. 
Scrabble  is  better  than  football  any  day. 

"I  would  rather  watch  a game  of 
Scrabble  than  watch  a Chicago  Bears 
game  because  watching  the  Bears  is 
like  watching  that  kid  Corky  from 
‘Life  Goes  On’  try  to  play  football,” 
Perrine  said. 

With  that,  all  1 can  say  is, 
YAHTZEE!  Game  on! 


JJC  BASKETBALL  SCHEDULES 


Men's  Basketball 

•Nov.  22  Milwaukee  Area  Technical 
College  at  home  3 p.tn. 

•Nov.  28  JJC  Thanksgiving 
Tournament  St.  Xavier  JV  at  home 
lp.m. 

•Nov.  29  JJC  Thanksgiving 
Tournament  Consolation  Game  at 
home  5 p.m. 

•Nov.  29  Championship  Game  at 
7 pm 

•Dec.  2 Olivet  Nazarenc  University 
JV  at  home  7 p,m. 

•Dec  6 Madison  Tech  College  at 
home  3 p.m, 

•Dec  12-14  Kankakee  Community 
College  Tournament  away  TBA 
•Dec  19-20  Kennedy-King  College 
Classic  away  TBA 


Women's  Basketball 

•Nov.  21  Anoka-Ramsey  at  home 
6:00  p.m. 

•Nov.  22  Milwaukee  Area 
Technical  College  at  home  1 p.m. 
•Nov.  28-29  JJC  Thanksgiving 
Tournament  at  home  TBA 
•Dec.  2 Wilbur  Wright  College 
Home  5 p.m. 

•Dec.  4 Moraine  Valley 
Community  College  away  5 p.m. 
•Dec.  9 Waubonsee  College  at 
home  5 p.m. 

•Dec.  11  Kennedy-King  College  at 
away  5 p.m. 

•Dec.  13  Carthage  College  JV  at 
away  10:30  a.m. 
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LIVE  UP  TO 

YOURS. 

A*  taodato  0*gra«  is  |uit  to  bajlnrmg 
How  hr  i os  it  ant) tB  V up  Id  / (w 

At  Dw'/cy  Uibanitr.  you  can  get  a 
Bactolcs's  Degro*  on  your  CJnewia 
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University 


Keep  Going. 

A Bachelor’s  Degree  Is 
Within  Your  Reach! 


At  Trinity  Christian  College,  you  can 
finish  your  bachelor’s  degree  and/or 
earn  your  teaching  certification  in 

less  than  two  years. 

Adull  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 

This  unique  program  is  designed  to 
adults  who  have  completed  some  college 
course  twit  and  would  like  to  earn  a: 

■ Bachelor  at  Arts  in  Education  with 
Teaching  Certification 
■ Bachelor  of  Science  in  Bcraness 
Trinity’s  Adult  Studies  program  It 
ID  ConiMiMt-disses  mat  onfr  one  right  a week 
111  MaufeaMa-continB  wurtang  while 
attuaif  classes 

IQ  After4alii-Mkn  includes  Vie  cost  el  books  and 
a computer*  financial  aid  is  nailaWe 

to  those  who  taafifr 

LU  Timatr-constete  jam  bachelor's  degree  tmiMt 
teaching  certificatwi  in  fas  than  two  jam 

can  B May  at  708.239.47GB  lor  owe 
MormaBM  «r  to  rectfn  a trarwrtpt  ovamuon. 

ISTRI N ITYcHUSIIAN  COLLEGE 
mat  u t u h rot  lift 

WIMBMMMm 

tea 


For  more  information,  call  (708)  802-6200  or 

visit  www.sxu.edu/orbmdporkcampus/openhouse 

18230  Orland  Parkway 


Campus 

November  23,  2003 
Noon  - 3 p.m. 

Sessions: 

• Graham  School  of  Management 
Graduate  Programs  12:15  * 2 P m- 

• School  of  Education  Graduate 
Programs  1:15  - 2 p.m. 

• Adult  College*  Undergraduate 
Programs  (Business-Fast  Track, 
Computer  Studies,  and  Liberal 
Studies)  2:15 -3  p.m. 


Saint  • Xavier  * University 

Chicago  ♦ Orland  Park 


November  19,  2003 
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JJC  men’s  soccer  gets  the  boot — 
Wolves  lose  to  COD  in  tournament 


try  to  corral  a COD  Mustang. 


By  Adam  Fox 

On  Oct.  29,  the  JJC  Men’s  soc- 
cer team  played  their  first  playoff 
game  against  Morton  College.  Al- 
though it  was  a blistering  cold 
Wednesday  afternoon,  JJC  was  spec- 
tacular. The  team  was  led  by  fresh- 
man goalkeeper  Marcos  Rodriguez, 
who  had  one  of  his  best  games  against 
Morton.  He  consistently  made  great 
saves  that  kept  the  Wolves  in  the 
game.  Rodriguez  was  able  to  shutout 
Morion;  but  just  like  their  counterpart, 
the  Wolves  were  shutout  by  Morton 
as  well. 

Despite  a lack  of  offense  in  regu- 
lation, the  Wolves  turned  it  on  in  both 
overtime  periods.  Since  the  regulation 
period  ended  in  a draw,  the  Wolves 
and  Morion  were  forced  into  a shoot- 
out. The  Wolves  scored  four  times. 
The  scorers  were  Fernando  Garcia,  C 
J Abney,  Eduardo  Jiminez  and  Derek 
Beckham.  However,  Morion  also  al- 
located four  goals,  so  a second  over- 
time was  played.  And  in  this  shoot- 
out, the  Wolves  dominated  Morton  by 
a final  score  of  9-7. 

This  was  a huge  game  for  the 
Wolves.  The  performance  from 
Rodriguez  was  no  surprise,  as  he  had 
been  dominating  all  season  long. 


Robert  Coesel  (left)  and  Eduardo  Jimenez 

However,  every  beginning  must 
have  an  end.  On  Saturday,  Nov.  1,  the 
Wolves  lost  a heartbreaker  to  the  Col- 
lege of  DuPage  by  the  final  score  of  5- 
0.  The  Chaparrals,  ranked  number 
three  by  the  NJCAA,  capitalized  on 
the  mistakes  made  by  the  Wolves.  With 
that  loss,  thfe  Chaparrals  kicked  the 


Photo  courtesy  JJC  Media  Services 
Wolves  out  of  the  playoffs. 

The  loss  to  COD  ended  a very 
good  season  in  which  they  finished 
with  an  overall  record  of  10-7 

Will  next  years  team  be  just  as 
good  or  will  they  be  better  then  this 
year's  team?  We  can  only  hope  for  the 
latter. 


Tip  Off 

Men’s  basketball  begins  with  bounce 


Miclial  Varek  (44)  and  Earl  Hughes  (15)  jockey  for  position  in  the  paint. 

Photo  courtesy  JJC  Athletic  Deparment 


By  Andrew  Hrubec 

The  Wolves  are  well  on  their  way 
to  putting  together  a great  season. 
After  there  Madison  Tech  College 
Tournament  the  Wolves  are  unde- 
feated. a perfect  5-0. Behind  the  play 
of  sophomores  Miclial  Vavrek  and 
Earl  Hughes,  the  team  has  a lethal 
combination  of  size,  strength,  speed 
and  pure  athletic  ability. 

The  season  opener  pinned  JJC 
against  Morton  College.  The  Wolves 
won  that  contest  92-80  behind  the 
scoring  onslaught  of  Vavrek  and 
Hughes  The  tandem  combined  for  49 
of  the  teams  92  points. 

"After  getting  the  first  game  un- 
der our  belts,  we  just  have  to  continue 
to  improve,"  coach  Joe  Kuhn  said. 

Using  their  height  as  an  advan- 
tage, the  Wolves  dominated  the  Uni- 
versity of  St.  Francis  JV  in  an  80-57 
win.  Vavrek  recorded  a team  high  26 
points,  and  13  rebounds,  and  fellow 
sophomore  Troy  Shanks  contributed 
13  points. 

After  another  stellar  performance 
from  Vavrek  and  Hughes,  the  Wolves 
beat  Oaklon  College  72-66.  Oakton 
was  a tough  team  to  put  away.  After 
JJC  would  gain  a sizeable  lead, 
Oakton  was  able  to  use  rebounding  to 
help  close  the  gap. 

But  in  the  end,  the  Wolves  proved 
to  be  the  better  team. 


In  the  Madison  Tech  College 
Tournament,  the  Wolves  defeated 
Madison  Technical  College  85-74  on 
Friday,  November  14.  Following,  they 
defeated  Rochester  Community  Col- 
lege 78-75  on  Saturday,  November  15. 

The  leading  scorer  for  the  Wolves 
was  sophomore  shooting  guard  Troy 
Shanks.  Shanks  hooked  up  on  seven 
three-pointers  against  Madison  Tech., 
to  lead  all  scorers  with  21  points. 
Shanks,  along  with  freshman  point 


guard  Jawand  Gage,  were  named  to  the 
All-Tournament  Team. 

The  Wolves  are  currently  ranked 
No.  13  among  Division  III  schools  and 
Kuhn  believes  that  as  long  as  they  con- 
tinue to  improve  from  one  game  to  the 
next,  the  team  will  be  in  great  shape 
down  the  stretch. 

With  the  Wolves  entering  a stretch 
in  which  they  play  10  of  12  games  at 
home,  they  should  be  able  to  remain 
among  the  top  in  their  division. 


Rob  Ninkovieh 

Ninkovich,  a sophomore  defensive  end,  led  the  Wolves  all 
season  long.  His  awe-inspiring  play  on  the  field  and  passionate 
leadership  helped  lead  the  Wolves  to  a record  of  7-3.  Despite  a 
disappointing  season.  Ninkovich  led  the  team  in  sacks.  Not  only 
did  he  lead  the  team,  but  he  also  broke  the  school's  all-time 
single  season  sack  record  with  16.  Ninkovich  surpassed  last 
year's  record  holder  Josh  Chrestman. 


Michal  Vavrek 

Sophomore  Michal  Vavrek  is  truly  a force  for  the  JJC  Wolves 
men's  basketball  team. 

A native  of  Bystrica,  Slovakia,  Vavrek  attended  Highland 
High  School  in  Indiana  and  is  currently  in  his  second  year  as  a 
member  ot  the  Wolves'  basketball  team. 

The  6-foot- 8^  225-pound  center — after  the  first  three  games 
of  the  season — is  averaging  23.3  points  and  13.3  rebounds  per 
game.  Vavrek's  size  and  ability  to  score  will  be  a key  to  the 
success  of  this  year’s  team. 


Breaking  out:  The  Lady 


By  Adam  Fox 

On  Tuesday,  Nov.  4,  the  JJC  Lady 
Wolves  started  their  third  season  un- 
der head  coach  Tony  Giese.This  sea- 
son appears  to  be  a breakout  year  for 
the  Lady  Wolves. 

With  hopes  of  breaking  .500,  the 
team  looks  to  build  a respectable  pro- 
gram. 

But  this  year’s  team  is  a predomi- 
nantly young  squad  made  up  of  mostly 
freshman.  The  only  returning  sopho- 
more starter  is  Kelly  Pero. 

“Last  year  she  had  outstanding 


numbers.  She  just,  got  elected  to  the 
first  team  all-American  this  year. 

Which  is  a great,  great  honor  and 
is  real  difficult  to  do,"  said  Giese  in 
regards  to  team  captain  Pero. 

This  season,  unlike  last  year,  is 
more  of  a fast  pace  offense  where  pass- 
ing and  agility  are  the  keys  to  success, 
as  opposed  to  the  low-post  style  that 
they  played  with  last  season. 

This  year  the  freshman  will  have 
to  lead  the  team  in  order  for  them  to 
have  any  success. 

Guards  Julie  Schmidt  and 


Wolves  look  to  make  a slam  dunk 


NEXT  UP: 

Nov.  21  JJC  home  game 
vs.  Anoka-Ramsey 
Community  College,  6 p.m.. 
Kathryn  Burbank  will  be  the  deadly 
scoring  one-two  punch  that  this  team 
needs. 

"Julie  Schmidt  has  already 
emerged  as  a star  within  herself.  She 
is  emerging  already  as  possibly  an  up- 
per echelon  athlete,"  said  Giese  on  his 
star  freshman  guard. 

The  goal  for  this  year’s  team  is  to 


get  above  .500,  which  would  be  around 
15  to  16  wins. 

And  if  the  first  two  games  of  the 
season  were  any  keys  to  how  the  year 
will  be,  expect  them  to  meet  their  goal. 
In  the  Lady  Wolves  first  game  versus 
Morton  College,  the  girls  lost  to 
Morton  63-75.  The  leading  scorer  was 
Schmidt  who  scored  17  points  and  also 
played  some  excellent  defense,  with 
seven  steals. 

After  coming  together  in  their  first 
game  the  Lady  Wolves  put  a thump- 
ing on  Oakton  Community  College  by 


a final  score  of  56-27. 

Leading  the  way  once  again,  was 
Schmidt  with  16.  followed  by  Pero 
with  12.  But  more  importantly,  the 
team  has  aspirations  of  making  it  to  a 
national  tournament.  Although  this 
might  seem  like  a lofty  goal  for  such 
a young  team,  nothing  is  impossible 
if  you  have  the  determination  and  skill 
to  do  it. 

And  with  Giese  having  these  girls 
believing  in  themselves  and  playing 
with  passion,  great  things  may  be 
ahead  of  them. 
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Campus  community  strives 
to  reach  ‘Common’  ground 

Student  housing  complex  ironing  out  wrinkles;  making  adjustments  for  the  future 


December  10, 2003 


By  Kevin  Milligan  & Jim  Allocco 

It  is  no  secret  that  Centennial 
Commons  has  its  problems. 

Since  the  Commons  opened  in  the 
fall  of  2002,  stories  featured  in  both 
the  Herald-News  and  the  Blazer  have 
included  accounts  of  assault,  armed 
robbery,  shots  fired  and  even  arson. 
One  story  reported  a fight  involving 
300  people  that  spilled  over  to  the 
Commons  after  the  conclusion  of  a rap 
concert  held  on  campus.  Each  incident 
added  fuel  to  the  growing  concerns 
over  an  idea  initially  gone  wrong. 

In  the  past  nine  months,  JJC  has 
made  a number  of  improvements  to 
smooth  out  the  problems  that  occurred 
last  year.  Among  the  changes  imple- 
mented were  the  hiring  of  a new  man- 
agement and  Residential  Assistant 
(RA)  staff,  including  Connoiley,  the 
addition  of  16  security  cameras,  in- 
creased routine  patrols  by  both  police 
forces,  rigorous  background  checks  for 
potential  residents  and  a consistent 
enforcement  of  pre-existing  policies 
relating  to  visitors  and  alcohol.  Both 
the  administration  and  the  manage- 
ment feel  the  changes  demonstrate  an 
effort  to  head  off  potential  problems 
before  they  start. 

So  far,  the  changes  have  helped. 
Though  the  problems  haven’t  com- 
pletely ceased,  the  nature  and  fre- 
quency of  the  complaints  have  dimin- 
ished noticeably.  Common  complaints 
this  semester  range  from  noise  viola- 
tions, alcohol  infractions  and  small- 
time thefts,  things  that  any  four-year 
institutional  dorm  would  compare  to, 
said  Judy  Munroe,  interim  vice  presi- 
dent of  Business  Sendees.  “[The  na- 
ture of]  problems  are  much  more  typi- 
cal now,"  she  added. 

However,  some  Centennial  Com- 
mons residents  say  many  problems 
still  exist. 

Every  student  interviewed  for  this 
article  requested  anonymity,  saying 
they  feared  repercussions  from  other 
residents. 

A number  of  interviewees  stated 
that  they  had  been  harassed  or  threat- 


Alllioiigli it  has  subtle  problems.  Centennial  Commons  provides  convenient  Housing  Jar 


ened  at  the  Commons  before.  One  fe- 
male student  reported  to  the  RA’s  that 
her  former  roommate  threatened  her 
with  a knife.  Although  the  student  was 
later  moved  into  a different  room,  she 
said  she  still  doesn’t  feel  safe.  Another 
female  resident  reported  that  her  door 
had  been  kicked  in  and  several  items 
stolen.  One  male  student  even  reported 
getting  shot  in  the  ear  by  a BB  gun. 

It  wasn’t  supposed  to  be  this  way. 

Proposed  around  the  summer  of 
2000  and  breaking  ground  in  the  fall 


of  2001,  the  board  of  trustees  voted 
on  the  idea  of  providing  students  with 
housing  adjacent  to  the  campus,  ac- 
cording to  Munroe.  Illinois  State  law 
prohibits  junior  and  community  col- 
leges from  having  student  housing  or 
dorms  on  campus  grounds.  JJC.  work- 
ing in  conjunction  with  the  Houston- 
based  Century  Campus  Housing  Man- 
agement, developed  the  apartment- 
style  housing  on  private  land.  Its  tar- 
get was  initially  to  draw  students  who 
majored  in  culinary  arts,  agriculture 


many  stuaenis. 

Photo  by  Brian  Delaney 
and  horticulture,  nursing  and  other 
programs  that  JJC  is  regionally  and 
nationally  renowned  for,  Munroe  said. 
The  first  residents  matriculated  in  the 
fall  of  2002. 

The  college  and  Century  Campus 
Housing  appeared  to  be  caught  by  sur- 
prise by  some  of  the  problems  at  the 
facility.  Munroe  attributes  some  of  the 
problems  in  the  past  to  typical  grow- 
ing pains  that  any  new  project  would 
experience.  Few  other  community  col- 
leges around  the  slate  have  attempted 


a similar  idea. 

'There  was  no  blueprint  for  what 
we  were  doing  here,"  she  stated. 
“We're  still  working  out  the  bugs." 

Another  snag  the  project  experi- 
enced was  determining  whether  the 
campus  police  or  the  Joliet  city  police 
would  have  primary  jurisdiction.  Be- 
cause the  Commons  is  situated  off  of- 
ficial campus  property,  it  produces 
jurisdictional  issues  between  the  law 
enforcement  bodies. 

Technically,  the  Joliet  Police  De- 
partment is  supposed  to  be  the  first 
unit  to  respond  to  problems,  although 
the  campus  police  can  take  action  as 
per  the  situation,  said  campus  police 
Chief  Pete  Comanda.  “1  think  we  un- 
derstood what  our  responsibilities 
were  [as  Campus  Police],  but  were  just 
trying  to  figure  out  what  works  best,” 
he  commented. 

Another  issue  was  the  functional 
cohesion  between  the  two  separate 
legal  entities,  Munroe  explained.  The 
“division  of  ownership”  between  the 
privately  owned  housing  management 
company  and  the  publicly-funded 
school  created  difficulties  in  the 
smoovh  managcmciU  of  affairs  of  vhc 

students  and  the  facility.  Christina 
Connoiley.  the  interim  managing  di- 
rector for  Centennial  Commons,  ac- 
knowledges the  difficult  task  for  both 
sides  in  her  own  day-to-day  dealings, 
bridging  the  gap  between  the  campus 
and  Century  Housing, 

"1  wear  two  hats,  the  business  hat 
and  the  student  affairs  hat,"  Connoiley 
said. 

In  spite  of  the  Centennial  Com- 
mons’ tarnished  past,  the  faculty  and 
management  staff  insist  that  things 
have  gotten  remarkably  better. 

However,  several  of  the  students 
interviewed  said  that  drug  use  is  still 
a big  problem.  When  asked  about  the 
frequency,  one  female  student  replied 
that  it  was  "an  everyday  occurrence." 
She  also  said  that  another  student, 
who  she  claims  sells  drugs,  has  ha- 
rassed her.  Yet  another  male  student 


Holiday  cheer  brightens  up  Joliet  junior  college 

Holiday  decorations  have  begun  popping  up  throughout  the  halls  of  Joliet  Junior  College,  helping  students,  staff  and  faculty  get  in  the  mood tht™ .H^chrismlas 
of  another  semester  and  partake  in  some  post-finals  holiday  festivities.  To  help  get  you  in  that  yuleude  spurt,  be  sure  to  check  out  our  photo  spread  of  Christmas 
happenings  around  campus  on  page  10. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 


JJC  In  December 

Textbooks  roasting  on  an  open  fire 
Report  cards  nipping  at  your  ego 
Yuletide  carols  being  sung  by  JJC  chorale, 
And  many  cars  stuck  in  ditches  of  snow. 
Everybody  fails  a final  and  some 
Caffeine  pills  help  to  make  the  drowsy  right 
Tiny  tots  with  their  smokes  all  aglow 
Will  find  it  hard  to  study  tonight 
They  know  that  J.D.  Ross  is  on  his  way 
He’s  loaded  heaps  of  tariffs  and  fees 
On  your  holiday  bill  to  pay. 

And  ev’ry  li’l  boy  and  girl’s 
Parent  gonna  flip  to  see 
A past  due  notice,  to  their  dismay. 

And  so,  I’m  offering  this 
Simple  cliche  to  students  from 
One  to  twelve-thousand-two 
Altho’  it’s  been  said  many  times,  many  ways; 

“Merry  Christmas, 

Feiiz  Navidad,  Happy  Hanukah, 

Happy  Kwanzaa,  Happy  Ramadan,  to  you” 
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“An  acoustic  guitar.” 

Jared  Pillbeam,  23 
Political  Science 


“An  espresso  machine.” 

Olivia  Hendershott,  25 
Art 


“A  new  tower  for  my  computer.” 

Erin  Molburg,  23 
Special  Education 


Jason  Sossong,  24 
Network  Specifications/ 
Computer  Science 
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The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter 
and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for 
space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping 
them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 
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LETTERS  TO 
THE  EDITOR 


Dear  Editor: 

I realize  this  letter  is  a little 
late,  but  I needed  to  address 
something  that  I read 
regarding  patriotism.  This  is 
neither  going  to  be  a rant 
against  or  a song  of  praise  for 
the  Bush  Administration.  It  is 
also  not  a statement  as  to 
whether  or  not  we  were  right 
to  go  to  war  with  Iraq  or 
Afghanistan. 

There  was  one  issue 
mentioned  that  caught  my 
attention,  because  it’s  an  issue 
that  our  nation  has  been 
struggling  with  long  before 
Bush  took  office.  That  is  the 
issue  of  sacrificing  personal 
freedom  for  safety.  That  one 
concept  covers  a lot  of  law  that 
were  passed,  ranging  from 
mandatory  seat  belt  and  helmet 
laws,  to  gun  control  and  the 
state  of  Illinois  prohibition  of 
fireworks. 

I have  nothing  against 
common  sense  safety  rules.  In 
fact,  I always  wear  my  seat 
belt  when  I drive  anywhere, 
and  I always  wear  my  helmet 
when  I ride  my  motorcycle.  I 
made  the  decision  as  an  adult 
to  do  that  because  it  makes 


Everyone  at  the  Blazer: 

On  behalf  of  the  Speech  Team 
at  Joliet  Junior  College  I want 
to  say  THANKS  for  the  great 
article  about  our  first 
tournament  this  year!  The 
students  on  the  team  invest  a 
significant  amount  of  time  in 


good  sense  to  do  so.  I do  not 
need  the  government’s  help  in 
making  those  decisions.  In 
fact,  I resent  the  increasing 
level  of  intrusiveness  on  their 
part  into  my  personal  life.  I do 
not  need  surrogate  parents  and 
I resent  them  telling  me  what  I 
can  and  cannot  have  in  the 
name  of  safety  and  security. 

It  is  not  the  place  of  our 
elected  officials  to  look  over 
our  shoulders,  making  sure 
that  we  wear  our  seatbelts, 
don’t  play  with  fire  crackers 
on  the  Fourth  of  July,  or  watch 
too  much  violent  TV. 

Whether  I own  a gun,  or  make 
any  other  decision  that  may  be 
deemed  “unsafe”  is  my  own 
personal  business.  The 
government  has  nothing  to  say 
about  it.  I will  not  give  up  my 
personal  liberty.  In  fact,  I will 
even  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  it's 
worth  sacrificing  safety  to 
keep  our  freedoms.  Besides, 
who  was  it  who  said  “If  we 
give  up  our  freedom  to  be  safe, 
we  will  be  neither  free  nor 
safe.” 

Michael  D.  O’Brien 
Media  Services 


preparing  for  each  trip  - and 
it’s  wonderful  when  they  get 
some  public  recognition  for 
their  efforts. 

So,  thanks! 

Bobette  Wolesensky 
Director  of  Forensics 
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Madrigal  Feaste 

JJC’s  26th  Annual  Madrigal  Feaste  promises  to  be  an  outstanding  evening  of  food,  service,  drama, 
and  music.  The  event  begins  at  6 p.m.  on  Friday.  Dec.  12  with  a reception  in  the  Atrium.  Philip 
Spencer  serves  as  musical  director  of  the  2003  JJC  Chamber  Singers.  The  JJC  Brass  Quintet, 
under  the  direction  of  Jerry  E.  Lewis,  will  provide  Renaissance,  Baroque  and  traditional  music  of 
the  season  throughout  the  evening.  Tickers  are  $38  per  person  with  all  proceeds  benefiting  music 
scholarships.  Call  ext.  2223  for  reservations. 

Carols  and  Chocolate  winter  concert 

Led  by  Philip  Spencer,  director  of  Choral  and  Vocal  Music,  the  JJC  Chorale  will  present  its 
annual  winter  concert,  Carols  and  Chocolate,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  14,  at  3 p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre.  The  concert  will  be  followed  by  a complimentary  buffet  of  chocolate  delights  provided 
by  the  Chorale  members  and  other  donors.  Tickets  will  be  sold  at  the  box  office  on  the  day  of 
the  concert  from  2-3  p.m.  The  cost  is  $5  for  adults,  $4  for  senior  citizens,  non- JJC  students. 
JJC  faculty  and  staff  and  $2  for  JJC  students. 

Staff  members  graduate  from  leadership  school 

Congratulations  to  Kim  Dockus.  dean  of  Enrollment  Services:  Yolanda  Isaacs,  director  of  the 
Office  of  Minority  Student  Affairs;  and  Ryan  Smith,  dean  of  Institutional  Effectiveness.  All  three 
JJC  staff  members  are  recent  graduates  of  the  Joliet  Region  Chamber  of  Commerce  Community 
Leadership  School.  The  graduation  banquet  took  place  at  the  Rialto  Square  Theatre. 

New  Board  Members 

New  Board  of  Trustee  officers  were  voted  in  at  the  November  18  JJC  Board  of  Trustee 
meeting  held  at  North  Campus.  Trustee  Jeff  May  of  Minooka  is  the  new  chairman.  Jim 
McFarland  of  Joliet  is  vice-chairman,  and  Judy  DeVriendl  of  New  Lenox  is  secretary.  They 
will  serve  in  this  capacity  for  one  year. 

Percussion  Ensemble 

The  JJC  Percussion  Ensemble  will  present  their  Winter  Conceit  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  16,  2003  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  The  ensemble  is  under  tire  direction  of  Terry  Peoples . The 
concert  will  present  a variety  of  percussion  music  featuring  graduates  of  area  high  schools. 
Admission  is  free. 

Speech  Team  Wins  Awards 

At  the  competition  held  Saturday,  Dec.  6,  at  College  of  Lake  County  in  Grayslake,  the  JJC 
Speech  Team  competed  against  1 1 other  schools,  including  North  Central  College  anti  Illinois 
State  University.  They  received  a total  of  three  trophies.  Jenna  Stworzyjanek  and  Kevin  Schafer 
took  third  place  in  Duo  Interpretation,  Matt  Steffan  won  fifth  place  in  Dramatic  Interpretation 
and  Chad  Schumacher  brought  home  fifth  place  trophy  in  Speech  to  Entertain.  The  next 
tournament  is  January  23  and  24  at  College  of  DuPage. 


Blazer  staff  holiday  favorites  revealed! 


What's  your  favorite 
Christmas  movie? 

Brian  Delaney:  I know  1 can  al- 
ways watch  Chistmas  Story  at  least  10 
times  a day  on  HBO  with  a glass  of 
rich,  chocolately  Ovaltine  and  my 
bitchin'  decoder  ring. 

Rose  Lewis:  Tim  Burton’s  “The 
Nightmare  Before  Christmas” 

Steven  Await:  Rankin/Bass 
Christmas  specials:  "Rudolph  the  Red 
Nosed  Reindeer,"  "Santa  Claus  is 
Coming  to  Town"  and  "Year  Without 
a Santa  Claus."  Growing  up  with  these 
on  TV  annually,  the  films  just  mean 
Christmas  to  me. 

Andrew  Hrubec:  I had  always 
been  a huge  fan  of  Christmas  classics 
like  “National  Lampoon’s  Christmas 
Vacation"  and  “scrooged.”  But  “Bad 
Santa"  has  quickly  moved  up  to 
numero  uno  on  my  all  time  list. 
Adam  Fox:  "A  Christmas  Story" 
Adam  Farcus:  “It's  A Wonderful 
Life" 

TYista  Pennington:  "A  Christ- 
mas Story” 


What's  your  favorite  holiday 
song/Christmas  carol? 

Rose  Lewis:  Joy  to  the  World;  any 
song  from  Hanson’s  Snowed  In  album 
(No,  I have  not  sought  professional 
help  for  this.) 

Brian  Delaney:  “Wonderful 
Christmas  Time"  by  Paul  McCartney. 
If  I'm  gonna  listen  to  holiday  music. 
I'm  gonna  rock  on! 

Steven  Await:  Carol  of  the  Bells 

Andrew  Hrubec:  "Happy  Christ- 
mas (War  is  Over)"  by  John  Lennon 

Adam  Fox:  Silent  Night 

Adam  Farcus:  “Christmastime 
for  my  Penis" 

TYista  Pennington:  Silent  Night 

Does  your  family  have  a 
particular  holiday  tradition? 

Brian  Delaney:  I,  along  with 
many  other  traditional  families,  un- 
wrap American  made  gifts  and  pre- 
sents from  Santa  Claus  under  an 
American  grown  Christmas  tree  on 
December  25th. 

Rose  Lewis:  My  family  goes  car- 


oling every  year  with  a group  of  people 
from  church.  No  matter  how  cold  it  is 
or  how  many  people  can  actually  carry 
a tune,  we  always  have  a good  time. 
Afterwards  we  have  hot  cider  and 
Christmas  cookies. 

Steven  Await:  We  watch  the 
Rankin/Bass  Christmas  specials  men- 
tioned above-and  now  I have  the  joy 
of  sharing  these  films  with  my  kids! 

Andrew  Hrubec:  Our  only  fam- 
ily tradition  is  that  everyone  is  together 
no  matter  what  the  circumstances. 

Adam  Fox:  Go  over  to  my  aunt’s 
on  Christmas  Eve  and  all  the  family 
opens  gifts  and  eats  a big  meal.  One 
person  each  year  reads  the  story  of 
Christ’s  birth. 

Adam  Farcus:  Opening  gifts 
Christmas  morning  in  my  underwear. 

Trista  Pennington:  The  only  ha- 
bitual ritual  we  have  is  making  sure 
the  tree  is  up  the  weekend  after 
Thanksgiving. 

What  do  you  want  for 
Christmas  this  year? 


Brian  Delaney:  Dear  Santa,  In- 
stead of  gifts  this  year,  all  I want  is  for 
you  to  please  bring  my  brother  back 
for  me.  I would  like  to  see  him  just 
one  more  time.  It  would  mean  a lot  to 
me.  It's  been  very  hard,  with  just  my 
parents  and  me  at  home.  I miss  him 
so  much,  and  he's  gone  now.  He 
spends  all  of  his  time  with  his  girl- 
friend at  school  and  he  never  comes 
home  anymore.  Good  luck  trying  to  get 
a hold  of  him.  The  jerk  never  calls 
back.  Say  hi  to  Rudolph  and  the  oth- 
ers for  me.  Yours  Truly,  Brian 
Delaney. 

Rose  Lewis:  Trivial  Pursuit:  Lord 
of  the  Rings  edition  and  a new  car  ste- 

Steven  Await:  Only  one  thing:  the 
"Alien  Quadrilogy"  DVD  boxset. 

Andrew  Hrubec:  The  Olson 
Twins 

Adam  Fox:  Besides  the  tradi- 
tional things,  CDs,  movies...  I guess 
it  doesn't  matter. 

Adam  Farcus:  A Penguin 

TYista  Pennington:  A new  printer 
and  scanner  for  my  computer. 


Happy 

holidays 

from 

the 

Blazer 
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Deconstructing  Christmas  traditions 


By  Malt  Furlane 

1 received  a call  last  week  from 
my  friend  Jack  Derrida,  who  works  in 
the  Ministry  of  Culture  (MOC).  He 
informed  me  that  a local  socially 
marginalized  sub-group  was  upset  by 
the  American  media’s  use  of  the  word 
‘Christmas.’ 

‘They  were  perturbed  because  the 
word  conferred  upon  the  public  a re- 
stricting meta-narrative,"  Jack  said. 
"They  found  Christmas  to  be  problem- 
atic to  underpowered  sub-groups  in 
the  United  States  because  they  encoded 
dominant  ethnographic  and  gyno-hos- 
tile  ideologies  and  legitimized  a ‘To- 
talizing Discourse’  with  phrases  like 
‘WE  wish  YOU  a merry  Christmas.’" 

According  to  Jack  the  MOC  has 
responded  by  ordering  the  word 
‘Christmas’  removed  from  all  movies, 
web  sites,  and  newspapers  and  re- 
placed with  the  officially  sanctioned 
term.  "MID-WINTER  FESTIVAL" 
(MWF).  Anyone  caught  using  the  old 
word  will  be  fined  or  imprisoned.  So, 
from  now  on  it's,  “Ho,  Ho.  Ho,  merry 
Mid-Winter  Festival.” 

The  sub-group  also  said  there  was 
a hidden  ‘subtext’  in  the  holiday  nar- 
ratives. 

"Both  secular  and  Christian 
meanings  of  MWF  are  well  known," 
said  Jack.  “The  traditional  Christian 
meaning  was  rooted  in  both  pagan  and 
Roman  practices  of  sun  worship  dat- 
ing back  centuries.  It  was  incorporated 
into  Christianity  around  320  AD. 
when  Pope  Julius  chose  December  25th 
as  the  day  to  celebrate  the  birth  of 
Christ.  The  secular  version  of  MWF 
is  an  ever  evolving  story  rooted  in  sev- 
eral traditions  and  centers  around 
Santa  and  toys.  And  oddly  it’s  this 
version  that  the  sub-group  was  most 
suspicious  because  of  its  unique  sym- 
bology." 

According  to  Jack  the  MOC  has 
spent  months  trying  to  find  the  hid- 
den ‘meanings’  of  the  secular  MWF 
narrative.  “We’vediscoveredahost  of 


problems,”  he  said.  "The  narrative  is 
logocentric  and  a transitory  social  con- 
struct that  problematizes  societal  prob- 
lems by  imposing  a hegemonic  narra- 
tive upon  its  adherents  by  using  vague 
cultural  signifiers." 

Which  ones?  I asked.  "First, 
Santa  Claus  is  dressed  in  red.  This 
color  has  been  used  by  authoritarian 
regimes  such  as  the  old  Soviet  Union. 
This  color  signifies  the  'Red  Army’ 
and  thus  excludes  other  armies.  Also 
the  color  symbolizes  a representative 
of  the  State  employed  by  the  current 
power  structure  to  spy  on  its  citizens. 
This  interpretation  coincides  with  the 
lyrics  in  the  famous  song  "Santa  Claus 
is  coming  to  town,” 

"He's  making  a list  (A  Black  list) 
And  checking  it  twice  (FBI.  CIA 
Data  Bases) 

Gonna  find  out  who’s  naughty  or 
nice  (Ibid) 

He  knows  when  you  are  sleeping 
(Satellite  imagery) 

He  knows  when  you're  awake 


(Ibid.) 

He  knows  when  you  've  been  bad 
or  good  (Ibid.) 

So  be  good  for  goodness  sake  (or 
for  the  good  of  the  state)" 

“Although  some  have  argued  that 
a man  dressed  in  red  velvet  at  night 
signifies  a cultural  shift  concerning 
received  notions  of  masculinity,  the 
traditional  communist  use  of  red  and 
the  lyrics,  confirm  a Stalin  like  signi- 
fication.” 

"Second,  Santa’s  labor  policies 
are  problematic.  The  use  of  reindeer 
for  commercial  transport  says  to  the 
world  that  it’s  ‘OK’  to  ignore  local 
labor  unions  and  violate  animal  rights 
if  it  helps  cut  costs.  Also  the  use  of 
elves,  a small  and  obscure  ethnically 
uniform  people,  for  cheap  labor  has 
been  coming  under  wider  public  scru- 
tiny for  encouraging  the  exploitation 
of  loopholes  in  the  NAFTA  agreement. 
After  eons  of  living  peacefully  in  the 
forest  and  cultivating  a culture  of 
craftsmanship,  elves  are  now  working 


year  round  for  no  wages  in  a soulless 
global  corporation.  This  says  to  the 
world  business  community  that  it’s  OK 
to  send  your  labor  to  a third  world 
country  and  economically  enslave  in- 
digenous peoples." 

"Lastly,  Santa  is  a large  male  of 
Anglo-Saxon  or  Nordic  descent  who 
goes  into  people’s  homes  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  expecting  milk  and  cook- 
ies. I must  admit  as  an  Italian  Ameri- 
can this  part  of  the  narrative  is  cultur- 
ally difficult  to  Mediterranean  peoples. 
A strange  person  showing  up  in  your 
home  uninvited  wearing  a red  suit  with 
a sack  over  his  shoulder  could  find 
himself  under  six  feet  of  snow.  For 
many  people  Santa  is  a signifter  of  past 
European  colonialism  and  forced  ho- 
mogeneity. The  lyrics  from  the  song 
“I'm  Dreaming  of  a White  Christmas" 
confirm  this  interpretation, 

"I'm  dreaming  of  a white  Christ- 
mas (Ethnically  Uniform) 

With  every  Christmas  card  I write. 


(To  select  people  only) 

May  your  days  be  merry  and 
bright  (Free  of  non-white  peoples) 

And  may  all  your  Christmases  be 
white.f Ethnically  Uniform)" 

The  entire  Santa  Clause  myth  is 
a cultural  attempt  to  systematize  hi- 
erarchal  social  structures  that  teach 
children  that  it’s  ‘OK’  to  appropriate 
Elvish  history  and  recontextualize  a 
holiday  in  order  to  reinforce  inher- 
ently problematic  notions  of  labor  so 
long  as  you  give  gifts  and  codify  it  in 
a narrative." 

Jack  said  much  more  was  in  the 
narrative  that  was  problematic,  in- 
cluding the  use  of  pine  trees  as  a vali- 
dation of  deforestation.  But  an  ‘offi- 
cial’ revision  of  MWF  would  be  pub- 
lished for  the  ‘official’  MWF  season 
that  would  help  make  angry  sub- 
groups more  comfortable  this  holiday 
season.  I thanked  him  and  he  wished 
me  and  JJC  a holly  jolly  Mid- Winter 
Festival  from  everyone  at  the  MOC. 


Commons 
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says  that  the  odor  of  marijuana  is 
prevalent  on  a regular  basis. 

Maintenance  issues  accumulate 
as  well.  Centennial  Commons  has  one 
maintenance  man  and  a part-time  as- 
sistant for  250  residents.  Trash  and 
broken  bottles  litter  the  courtyard  and 
volleyball  court.  Window  screens  are 
strewn  about  the  stairs  and  hallways, 
along  with  shattered  remains  of  light 
bulbs  and  fixtures.  One  porch  light 
appears  to  have  been  shot  out.  Sev- 
eral of  the  emergency  hallway  flood- 
lights have  been  broken  off,  as  well  as 
a few  of  the  illuminated  exit  signs.  One 
student’s  apartment  had  a broken  light 
fixture,  several  faulty  power  outlets,  a 
non-functional  garbage  disposal  and 
a weekly  half-hour  power  outage  prob- 
lem. 

Most  of  the  students  interviewed 
seem  to  have  a common  complaint: 
They  feel  that  the  staff  arc  not  doing 
their  jobs.  Some  said  they  no  longer 
bother  reporting  problems  because 
previous  attempts  to  report  things  met 
with  little  or  no  response.  Other  resi- 
dents hinted  that  certain  RA’s  are 
friends  with  "troublemakers,"  and 
tend  to  turn  a blind  eye  to  policy  in- 
fractions, from  visitors  to  fights  to  al- 
cohol. 

“How  can  you  not  hear  75  people 
screaming  'Kill  Him!'  in  the  court- 


yard, or  smell  when  a door  has  been 
set  on  fire?”  one  student  wondered. 

Others  feel  that  the  current  RA's 
just  don’t  care  enough  to  enforce  the 
rules,  or  don't  enforce  them  consis- 
tently. The  majority  of  the  students 
interviewed  didn’t  even  know  who 
their  building  RA  was.  This  may  be 
due  to  an  inability  to  keep  a perma- 
nent staff.  Centennial  Commons  has 
gone  through  2 other  managers  in  the 
past  8 months,  as  well  as  several  RA’s. 
Several  residents  interviewed  said  that 
they  don’t  feel  safe  living  there,  and 
will  not  be  returning  next  year. 

Comanda,  Connollcy  and  Munroe 
are  quick  to  point  out  that  the  entire 
fault  doesn't  lie  solely  with  the  Com- 
mons staff,  and  that  things  won’t 
change  overnight. 

"People  need  to  take  a vested  in- 
terest if  they  want  to  change  things,” 
Connolley  declared.  She  said  that  if 
reports  aren’t  lodged,  it  is  difficult  to 
remedy  them.  She  also  adds  that  stu- 
dents can  lodge  anonymous  com- 
plaints to  any  of  the  RA's  or  herself, 
or  go  to  the  website  and  lodge  a com- 
plaint. 

Connolley  and  Munroe  also  stress 
the  need  to  establish  a communal  feel- 
ing. They  feel  that  many  students  don’t 
know  who  their  neighbors  or  RA's  are 
because  they  don’t  take  the  initiative 


to  attend  the  meetings  and  other 
events. 

“Students  don't  have  a sense  of 
community  here,”  Connolley  con- 
tended, ‘The  apartment-style  living 
situations  create  a very  individualis- 
tic society.  They  don’t  have  to  inter- 
act if  they  don't  want  to." 

The  Commons  plans  on  adding 
to  the  community  feeling  by  planning 
more  events  in  the  future  that  they 
hope  more  students  will  attend. 


“We  can't  do  this  [student  events) 
only  once  in  a while,"  Munroe  said. 

Comanda  says  that  in  an  addi- 
tional effort  to  bring  the  campus  and 
management  together  on  the  same 
page,  the  school  is  starting  to  bring 
violators  up  on  Code  of  Conduct 
charges. 

“Sometimes  court  doesn't  mean 
anything  to  people,"  Comanda  said. 
"This  is  an  additional  measure  that  we 
can  take  to  hold  people  more  account- 


able for  their  actions," 

Comanda,  Connolley  and 
Munroe  are  confident  that  these  mea- 
sures will  continue  to  help  the  prob- 
lems decrease  in  the  future. 

As  JJC  and  Centennial  Commons 
prepares  for  the  spring  semester,  the 
campus  community  hopes  that  things 
will  continue  to  improve. 

As  RA  Cassandra  Calvert  puts  it, 
“A  lot  of  people  like  it,  a lot  of  people 
don’t.  It’s  what  you  make  of  it." 
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JJC’s 

By  Matt  Furlane 

If  there  is  any  one  person  in  the 
computer  industry  that  has  done  more 
to  innovate  and  spur  the  competition 
to  better  design  it's  Apple  co-founder 
Steve  Jobs.  A very  astute  business  man, 
he  has  over  the  last  few  years,  in  the 
midst  of  a poor  economy  and  angry 
customers,  made  Apple  Computers  at- 
tractive, stable,  and  profitable. 

One  of  the  Apple  products  that 
epitomizes  Steve  Jobs  ethos,  is  the  el- 
egant and  affordabl&eMac,  which  can 
now  be  found  in  the  JJC  Mac  Lab  lo- 
cated in  E 1001. 

"Complete  and  ready  to  use  right 
out  of  the  box,  eMac  is  the  most  af- 
fordable SuperDrive-equipped  Mac 
ever  offered,"  said  Greg  Joswiak, 
Apple's  vice  president  of  Hardware 
Product  Marketing.  “A  brilliant  com- 
bination of  performance  and  value,  it's 
the  ultimate  computer  for  home  and 
schools.” 

The  eMacs  in  the  Mac  lab  are 
loaded  with  plenty  of  software  for  stu- 
dents including,  Microsoft  Office  X, 
Adobe  photoshop,  software  specifi- 
cally for  biology,  geography,  and  math 
majors,  and  Netscape  Navigator/ 
Intenct  Explorer  for  web  browsing. 
According  to  supervisor  Betty  Zarske 
the  Academic  Computing  Department 
has  267  computers  on  campus  spread 
out  in  5 labs.  Of  these  only  23  are 
eMacs,  which  makes  the  Mac  Lab  the 
only  place  on  campus  to  see  these  new 
machines. 

Among  the  many  reasons  the 
eMac,  which  sell  for  under  a $1,000, 
is  popular  the  fast  PowerPC  G4  with 
Velocity  Engine,  the  same  technology 
featured  in  some  supercomputers.  It 
has  a 1GHz  PowerPC  G4  processor 
that  lets  you  encode  DVDs  in  real  time. 
The  eMac  comes  with  Mac  OS  X Pan- 


Mac  Lab  gets  the  eMac 


The  new  eMacs  power  up  in  the  Mac  lab  located  in  E-IOOI.  23  new  eMacs  are  ready  to  assist  students  with  their  studies.  The  lab  is  open  Monday- Thursday  from  7:30  a.m. 
to  7 p.m.,  Friday  7:30  a.m, -3  p.m.  and  Saturday  8 a.m.  to  I p.m. 

Photo  by  Matt  Furlane 


ther,  Apple’s  operating  system  that’s  problem  with  them  crashing  at  all,"  Additionally  the  eMac  the  eMac  It  also  comes  with  5 different 
as  stable  as  a UNIX-based  system,  states  Academic  Computing  lab  assis-  also  has  a 17-inch  flat  CRT  display  that  screen  resolutions  for  various  applica- 
Many  applications  take  full  advantage  tant  Rich  Bcrrill  “The  looks  axe  very  offers  40%  more  viewing  area  than  a lions. 

of  its  power  and  versatility,  including  good.  And  the  amount  of  space  it  takes  15-inch  CRT.  Stop  by  to  see  these  new  nw- 

Microsoft  Office.  up  on  the  table  is  much  smaller  than  With  a fiat  screen  there  is  less  glare  chines.  The  Mac  Lab  is  open  Mon. - 

Tm  really  happy  with  their  speed  the  older  beige  G3’s.  We  would  like  to  and  image  distortion  than  curved  CRTs  Thurs.  from  7:30am  to  7p.m.  and  Fri. 

and  stability.  We’ve  haven't  had  a have  them  for  at  least  5 years.”  making  it  easier  to  work  with.  from 7:30am -3pm,  Sat.  8am  to  lpm. 


Main  Campus  General  Buyback 
Begins  Thursday,  December  11th  and  Continues 
Through  Saturday,  December  20th! 

Can  V Make  The  Above  Dates?  - The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books 
Every  Business  Day! 

Check  Our  Website  at  www.jjcbookstore.com  for  Saturday  and  Extended  Hours! 

Don  V Forget  - 

Spring  Books  Are  Now  Available 

In  Store  (Right  Here  On  Campus)  & Online 

At  www.jjcbookstore.com 

Through  January  20th 

Pay  Only  $1.95  to  have  your  books 

Shipped  to  Your  Home ! 


25%  Off 

All  Remaining 

Christmas  Trim! 

15%  Off 

All  Remaining 

Christmas  Trees! 


J/Building 

Across  from  The  Service  Center  & 
Registration 


The  JJC  Bookstore  has  a Complete  Assortment 
Of  Holiday  Gift  (Including  Newly  Arrived  JJC  Clothing) 
and  Snack  Ideas! 

Slappiy  3te£idatps  puun  the  Staff  of  She  fJC  Slaohitoxe! 


Sale  Starts  Wednesday,  December  10th 
While  Quantities  Last! 

Prior  Sales  Excluded 
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Drew  Duzinskas:  student  voice 


Drew  Duzinskas.  the  current  student  trustee  serves  until  April  2004. 

Photo  by  Kevin  Milligan 


By  Kevin  Milligan 

You  may  not  know  this,  but  Drew 
Duzinskas  is  working  for  you  right 

As  the  sole  student  delegate  on 
the  board  of  trustees,  Duzinskas  is  re- 
sponsible for  attending  board  meetings 
and  workshops,  presenting  student  is- 
sues and  concerns  before  the  board, 
as  well  as  offering  his  own  unique 
perspective  on  other  board  matters.  He 
believes  this  vantage  point  provides  a 
different  angle  from  other  board  mem- 
bers. 

“Because  I don't  have  any  politi- 
cal agendas,  my  input  is  unbiased  and 
can  be  taken  more  at  face  value,”  he 
said. 

His  role  as  “the  intermediary  be- 
tween students  and  the  board"  is  vital 
in  the  board's  functioning.  In  essence, 
Drew  Duzinskas  is  the  voice  of  the 
students  (on  the  board). 

Duzinskas'  ascension  to  his  board 
position  was  decidedly  untraditional. 
He  earned  his  G.E.D.  via  the  "early- 
leavcrs  program"  at  the  beginning  of 


his  senior  year  at  Lincoln-Way.  The 
JJC  program,  designed  for  1 6-  to  1 8- 
year-old  students  who  have  left  high 
school  before  graduation,  allows  stu- 
dents to  continue  their  education  plans 
into  college. 

‘The  program  was  for  students 
who  have  fallen  through  the  cracks  of 
traditional  education,”  he  commented 
as  he  sat  at  one  of  the  tables  on  the 
JJC  bridge. 

Since  coming  to  JJC,  Duzinskas 
has  established  an  active  presence 
about  campus.  In  addition  to  student 
trustee,  he  is  a tutor  in  the  Academic 
Skills  Center,  student  groundskeeper 
for  the  JJC  Road  and  Grounds  Divi- 
sion, and  is  involved  with  the  Action 
For  Freedom  group.  Duzinskas  is  also 
a representative  on  the  JJC  Student 
Government,  a separate  position  from 
his  board  of  trustees  position.  His  fa- 
miliar face  and  affable  manner  induces 
greetings  and  conversations  wherever 
he  may  be. 

Duzinskas  says  his  involvement 
with  student  government  was  unex- 


pected. His  friendship  with  a former 
student  trustee  provoked  his  curiosity. 
He  was  voted  onto  student  government 
last  spring  and  later  decided  to  cam- 
paign on  a “tie-dye"  platform  for  stu- 
dent trustee.  Duzinskas  won  by  a nar- 
row vote  via  a two-day  online  election 
open  to  all  students,  and  has  been  rep- 
resenting the  students  ever  since. 

Duzinskas  is  the  eighth  member 
of  the  board.  Because  the  other  board 
members  are  publicly-elected  officials 
(and  he  is  elected  solely  by  the  stu- 
dent body).  Duzinskas  doesn't  get  an 
actual  vote.  However,  he  does  have 
considerable  influence  on  issues  at 
hand.  He  believes  that  his  understand- 
ing and  respect  for  all  walks  of  life 
and  his  ability  to  view  issues  with  an 
objective  eye  lends  credibility  to  his 
advice  for  the  board. 

“If  you  get  in  and  really  try  to  do 
what  you're  elected  to  do,  you  get  more 
respect,"  Duzinskas  remarked. 

(Although  the  student  represen- 
tative doesn’t  have  a vote,  the  posi- 
tion still  has  to  be  taken  seriously).  Jim 


McFarland,  a former  student  trustee  in 
the  late  90s,  returned  (two  years)  later 
to  be  elected  to  a regular  board  posi- 
tion. 

Duzinskas  says  his  most  difficult 
challenges  as  student  trustee  are 
changing  student  apathy;  dealing  with 


the  lack  of  awareness  on  campus;  and 
providing  equal  representation  to  ev- 
ery student  and  group. 

His  philosophy  is  that  all  students 
need  to  be  represented  equally,  and 
diversity  should  be  celebrated  in  all 
its  forms,  not  just  in  specific  groups. 


Student  government  raises 
money  for  childcare  center 


By  Dave  Cummings 

The  JJC  Student  Government  sold 
Krispy  Kreme  donuts  to  raise  money 
for  a great  cause,  the  kids.  On  Decem- 
ber 1,  the  Childcare  Center  received  a 
check  for  $67 1 .55  which  will  be  used 
for  new  supplies. 

Nathan  Isaacson,  a member  of 
Svudcm  Government,  said  that  they 
were  continuing  a tradition  which  was 
started  last  year,  to  set  the  standard  for 
next  year's  group. 

Student  Government  tries  to  pro- 
vide as  much  service  to  the  commu- 
nity as  possible. 

According  to  Anissa  Jones,  ad- 
viser for  student  government,  some- 
times it’s  difficult  to  do  things  off  cam- 


pus so  this  was  something  they  could 
do  right  here  in  school. 

Isaacson  added  that  it  was  a 
chance  to  work  as  a team  to  help  oth- 
ers in  need. 

The  Childcare  Center  was  pleased 
by  the  student  government's  efforts  to 
lend  a helping  hand.  Barbara  Peterson, 
one  of  the  teachers  at  the  Childcare 
Center,  will  meet  with  a selection  com- 
mittee composed  of  the  other  two 
teachers  to  decide  what  kind  of  sup- 
plies are  needed  such  as  new  outdoor 
equipment,  pillows  and  other  toys  that 
have  been  worn  out. 

The  children,  who  were  also  asked 
to  voice  their  opinions,  were  in  favor 
of  buying  a horse. 


The  Blazer  returns  next  semester 
with  our  February  4,  2004  issue. 
Be  sure  to  get  your  copy! 


2143  W.  Jefferson  St.,  Joliet,  IL  60435 
815-729-0606 


Acrylic  Full  Set $25.00 

Fill $15.00 

Manicure  $15.00 

Solar  Full  Set  $50.00 

Fill  Pink $20.00 

Fill  White $35.00 

Gel  Full  Set  $35.00 

Fill $25.00 

Facial  for  Your  Legs  , . .$35.00 

Spa  Pedicures $25.00 

Nail  Art $ e.OO 

Nail  Airbrush  $ 8.00 

Facial $50.00 

Eye  Brow  Wax $8.00 

Lip  Wax  S 5.00 

Leg  Wax $25.00 


We  have  a 

Professional  Nail  Technician 
here  to  Serve  YOU! 

Hours  Open: 

Monday  - Saturday  9A.M.  to  9P.M. 
Sunday  11:00  A.M.  -7P.M. 


Como  In  10  times,  get  one  tree. 


*w‘Sn9  10%  Off  for  the  first 

Month  of  Grand  Opening 


m — and  to  finish 
»evelt.  We  accept 
tble  Joliet  Junior 


If  you've  gut  a burning  desire  to  te; 
what  you've  started — transfer  to  Ro 
up  to  00  semester  hours  of  transfer 
College  credits.  We  offer; 

• l‘2(V degree  programs 

• Ojnveuient  day,  evening,  weekend,  and  online  chttses 

• Campuses  in  downtown  Chicago  and  Schaumburg 

• Fast-track  degrees  (in  adults  with  an  AA  oi  A- S. 

• Generous  scholarship*  and  financial  aid 
Our  Admission  offices  at  either 
campus  can  arrange  fora  personal 
transcript  evaluation.  You'll  get 
information  about  financial  aid 
just  for  transfer students,  too, 

So  let  us  light  the  way  to  your 
personal  finish  fine. 


Chicago  • Schaumburg  • Online 
wivw.rottscvclt.cdu  1-S77-Apply-RL' 
Wheif  you  want  to  bt! 


of  us  as 

the  light 

at  the  end 
of  the  tunnel. 
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Comfort  Zone  provides  oasis  of  relaxation 


Laurie  Biennan  senes  up  a little  cup  o'  comfort  at  the  JJC  Student  Activities  Comfort  Zone 


By  Kevin  Milligan 

Come  for  the  food,  stay  for  the 
calm. 

As  the  weather  outside  takes  a 
turn  straight  down  south  the  mercury 
dial.  Student  Activities  has  come  up 
with  a solution  to  the  cold  weather 
conundrum:  the  Comfort  Zone. 

For  about  the  past  two  years,  start- 
ing in  October  and  lasting  the  dura- 
tion of  the  "cold  months”  until  March, 
Student  Services,  in  conjunction  with 
Food  Services,  provides  a cozy  haven 
on  the  bridge  for  evening  students  to 
come,  enjoy  some  flavored  coffee  and 
soups  or  chili,  and  most  importantly, 
unwind. 

"This  is  a stress-free  event,”  said 
Anissa  Jones.  Jones  is  the  director  of 
Student  Activities  at  JJC.  She  got  the 
inspiration  for  the  idea  from  another 
institution  that  implemented  a simi- 
lar program  for  students,  except  that 
it  took  place  during  the  daytime.  Jones 
said  that  it  just  seemed  to  work  better 
at  night  here,  becoming  a nice  evening 
program  that  really  benefits  the 
evening  students. 

Jones  emphasized  that  Comfort 


Zone's  main  focus  is  on  the  "three  R's: 
Relax,  Relate,  Regroup."  She  feels  that 
students  should  be  able  to  come  in, 
kick  back  for  a little  while  to  break  up 
the  hustle  and  bustle  between  classes, 
have  something  warm  and  soothing  to 
eat  and  drink  and  maybe  pick  up  a 
good  conversation  with  a fellow  stu- 
dent. » 

Student  Activities  provides  the 


different  flavored  coffees  and  cider, 
while  Food  SerVices  tempts  the  palate 
with  soup  and  chili. 

“Your  student  activities  dollars  at 
work,”  Jones  said. 

Last  year  the  Comfort  Zone 
printed  up  "Member  Cards,”  that  con- 
tained the  dates  of  all  the  meeting 
times.  After  the  sixth  visit,  members 
could  receive  a free  gift.  Last  year  the 


Photo  by  Fred  Housman 

gift  was  a nifty  soup  mug.  Jones  said 
they  have  not  printed  up  member  cards 
this  year,  and  aren't  sure  if  they  will. 
Member  cards  are  not  required  to  at- 
tend the  Comfort  Zone. 

The  Comfort  Zone  takes  place  on 
the  bridge  on  alternating  Tuesdays  and 
Wednesdays,  unless  it  falls  on  a holi- 
day, from  5:30  to  7:00,  or  at  least  until 
the  food  runs  out,  Jones  added. 


Complete  Your  Associate  Degree  at  Joliet  Junior  College. 

Stay  at  JJC  to  Earn  Your 
Bachelor’s  Degree  from  Robert  Morris  College. 


Adult  Bachelor  Degree  Completion 
Concentration: 

• Management 

Call  Robert  Morris  College  Today) 

815.467.1737 


Robert  Morris  College  is  accredited  by  the  Higher  teaming  Commission  and  is  a member  of  the  North  Centred  Association 
(30  North  LoSoile  Street.  Suite  2AOO.  C/ueogo,  tttmoii  60602,  (312)  263  0456 ) 


Custodian’s 
attentiveness 
leads  to 
capture 
of  thief 

By  Amanda  Stofko 

As  the  workers  in  President  J.D. 
Ross's  office  packed  up  their  things 
for  the  weekend  ahead  they  made  sure 
they  had  their  belongings  before  leav- 
ing. 

However,  the  one  vital  thing  they 
forgot  was  to  lock  the  door  behind 
them. 

This  allowed  JJC  student  John 
Paul  Getto,  to  enter  the  office  and  help 
himself  to  more  than  $1000  worth  of 
items,  making  this  a felony  case. 

If  convicted,  the  suspect  could 
face  one  or  more  years  in  prison. 

Commander  Melvin  Cornelius 
said  the  suspect  was  detained  around 
8:20  p.m.  by  campus  police  and  ad- 
mitted to  the  crime. 

He  added  that  while  the 
individual’s  motive  for  the  robbery 
remains  unclear,  the  individual  has  a 
previous  arrest  and  criminal  record. 

Cornelius  said  the  police  wouldn’t 
have  been  able  to  retrieve  the  stolen 
property  and  bring  the  perpetrator  lo 
justice  if  it  hadn't  been  for  the  brav- 
ery of  one  person.  Second-floor  cus- 
todian Dorana  Musson,  a Physical 
Plant  employee  just  happened  to  be 
working  a different  shift  that  night  and 
wasn’t  afraid  lo  pick  up  the  phone. 

"J  can 't  praise  her  enough  for  her 
courage  to  speak  up.  We  live  in  a time 
of  retaliation,"  Cornelius  said. 

Musson  said  she  didn't  have  time 
to  think  about  being  afraid  at  the  time, 
but  knew  she  had  to  react. 

She  explained  that  she  knows 
which  people  are  around  during  times 
of  the  night,  such  as  teachers  who 
regularly  leave  later  in  evening. 

She  became  wary  when  she  heard 
the  office  door  open  and  saw  a person 
she  didn’t  recognize  near  Ross's  of- 
fice. 

At  this  point  she  called  campus 
police,  who  sent  offers  Tommy  Barnes 
and  Daniel  Amsden  in  response  to  the 
call,  leading  to  the  arrest  of  the  in- 
truder. 

In  a situation  like  this,  "You  im- 
mediately suspect  something,” 
Musson  said. 

For  Musson’s  quick  thinking,  a 
ceremony  was  held  in  her  honor  where 
she  received  a plaque.  She  was  also 
awarded  a certificate  and  letter  of  con- 
gratulations. 

Musson  has  been  at  JJC  for  al- 
most 14  years. 
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City  Center  open  house 
draws  praise,  big  crowds 


With  more  than  150  people  in  at- 
tendance at  an  Open  House  at  JJC’s 
City  Center  Campus,  a strong  founda- 
tion has  been  established  for  future 
community  outreach  programs  at  the 
downtown  Joliet  location. 

The  event,  which  took  place  on 
November  25,  featured  a book  fair,  free 
refreshments,  on-the-spot  class  regis- 
trations, program  information  and 

‘This  was  a valuable  event  be- 
cause my  community  really  needs 
more  information  on  the  many  oppor- 
tunities that  exist  at  JJC,"  said  student 
Norma  Reyna. 

In  addition  to  opening  comments 
by  President  J.D,  Ross  and  a presenta- 
tion of  the  Vet  Tech  program,  partici- 
pants like  Reyna  learned  about  the 
College’s  GED,  ESL  and  other  DAFS 
programs. 

Students  also  discovered  a vari- 


ety of  other  JJC  services  and  programs 
by  meeting  individually  with  a num- 
ber of  college  representatives,  includ- 
ing career  services  director  Mary  Jo 
Wolfersberger,  1ET  representative 
John  Nemanich,  Associate  Vice  Presi- 
dent Andy  Mihelich  and  Professional 
Service  Director  Rowena  Klcin- 
Robarts. 

"With  free  movies,  food  and 
games,  we’ve  blended  a lot  of  fun 
along  with  important  information 
about  opportunities  at  the  college,” 
said  Extended  Campus  Coordinator 
Amy  Luck. 

“This  raises  our  profile  in  the 
downtown  neighborhood  and  sur- 
rounding areas,  which  helps  JJC  meet 
its  mission  of  service  to  students." 

According  to  Luck,  personal  in- 
teraction with  participants  can  also  re- 
veal other  community  needs,  which 
creates  even  more  opportunities. 


"Rather  than  simply  hanging  up 
a sign  with  JJC's  name  and  hoping 
students  take  classes  here,  we  decide 
to  throw  open  the  doors,  invite  people 
in  and  discuss  their  needs. 

"It’s  a positive  give-and-take  that 
will  prove  beneficial  to  the  students 
and  the  College." 

Next  on  the  calendar  at  City  Cen- 
ter is  a January  Welcome  Wagon  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  Spring  2004 
classes,  an  event  that  will  be  bolstered 
by  the  overwhelmingly  positive  re- 
sponse to  the  Open  House. 

City  Center's  Open  House,  which 
was  sponsored  in  part  by  the  JJC  Bev- 
erage Grant,  was  coordinated  by  Pat 
Adaranijo,  who  expresses  a genuine 
"thank  you"  to  everyone  who  played  a 
part  in  making  the  event  a success. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Open  House  or  about  the  upcoming 
Welcome  Wagon,  call  Pat  at  280-155 1 . 


Fall  Book  Buyback 
Main  Campus-  Bookstore 


Thursday,  December  11th  9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 
Friday,  December  12th  9:00  am  to  3:00  pm 
Saturday,  December  13th  9:00  am  to  T.00  pm 
Monday  thru  Thursday,  December  15th  to  1 8th 
9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 

Friday,  December  19th  9:00  am  to  2:00  pm 


Books,  Gifts, 
Book  Bags, 
JJC  Clothing, 
Software, 
Class  Supplies, 
Cards,  Snacks, 
And  More! 

At  Your 
JJC  Bookstore! 


D/Mall  Concourse-  Monday  thru  Thursday 
December  ISth  - 18th  9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 
North  Campus - Wednesday.  December  17th  6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 


Miss  the  Above  Dates?  The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  Day 


Your  JJC  Bookstore  - 

J/Building  - Across  from  the  Service  Center  & Registration 
www.jjcbookstore.com 

Phone  815-280-6767  or  Email  bookstore@jjc.edu 


UNIVERSITY  OF 

T.  FRANC.T 


Founded  in  1920,  the  University  of  St.  Francis 
offers  a rich  tradition  of  excellence  in  higher 
education.  Pari  of  that  tradition  includes 
doing  whatever  necessary  to  make  the 
transition  as  seamless  as  possible  for  those 
looking  to  transfer  to  USF. 

★ More  than  60  academic  areas  of  study 

★ Generous  transfer  scholarship  and  finonciol 
aid  packages 

★ Day,  evening,  and  weekend  classes 


University  of  St.  Francis 

Respect.  Service.  Integrity.  Compassion. 


JJC 

POLICE  REPORTS 

All  police  reports  arc  copied  directly  from  JJC  Police  Department  records. 
Not  all  reports  filed  are  disclosed  in  the  Blazer.  The  names  of  the  innocent 
have  been  withheld. 

Mon.  11-17  Fire  Alarm.  Smoke  from  burning  paper  in  second  floor  of- 
fice in  the  B-Building. 


Fri.  11-21  Forgery.  A woman  subject  used  a counterfeit  $20  bill  to  pay 
for  items  at  the  food  court  in  the  D Concourse.  Marker  pen  confirmed  forgery. 

Fri.  11-21  Public  Problems.  Violation  of  student  code  at  Centennial 
Commons.  Subject  kicking  and  breaking  furniture  in  apartment. 

Fri.  11-21  Domestic  Dispute.  Argument  between  roommates  in  Cen- 
tennial Commons. 

Sat.  11-22  Warrant  Arrest.  Edward  R.  Lewis  was  arrested  in  Centen- 
nial Commons  for  failure  to  appear  in  court  for  a DUI,  on  a warrant  from 
Sangamon  County.  Lewis  posted  bond  and  was  released. 

Mon.  1 1-24  Criminal  Damage  to  Property.  Bum  on  the  men’s  urinal  la- 
bel and  on  back  of  desk  in  welding  classroom. 

Tues.  11-25  Property  Damage.  Centennial  Commons  roommates  reported 
the  door  to  their  apartment  was  kicked  in  on  11-24.  Authorized  by  RA  on  duty 
to  access  apartment. 


Wed.  11-26  Criminal  Trespass  to  Land.  Unwanted  subject  reported  at 
apartment  in  Centennial  Commons. 

Sat.  11-29  Trespass  / Anest.  Dante  B.  Simpson  was  arrested  in  Cen- 
tennial Commons,  apartment  433  on  a warrant  from  Will  County. 

Mon.  12-1  Burglary.  Sony  Playstation  system  and  ten  games,  and  vari- 
ous other  items  were  reported  stolen  from  Centennial  Commons  apartment. 

Mon.  12-1  Burglary.  Radio,  DVD  player,  other  items  reported  stolen 
from  another  Centennial  Commons  apartment. 

Wed.  12-3  Possession  of  Cannabis.  Plastic  baggy  with  cannabis  residue 
and  rolling  papers  found  in  Centennial  Commons  apartment. 

Wed.  12-3  Damage  to  property.  Subject  reported  to  have  kicked  his 
own  door  in,  at  Centennial  Common  apartment. 

Thurs.  12-4  Fire  Alarm.  RA  at  Centennial  Commons  reported  a fire  alarm 
at  3:18AM.  Alarm  box  was  ripped  from  wall. 


Thurs.  12-4  Possession  of  Cannabis.  Subject  with  drug  paraphernalia  at 
Centennial  Commons  apartment. 

Prepared  by  Brian  Delaney 

Culture  night  celebrates 
Latin  musical  heritage 


By  Rocio  Zamudio 

On  Nov.  2 1 , Latinos  Unidos,  with 
the  cooperation  of  Tech  Prep  and  EN- 
LACE Program,  presented  La  Culture 
Musical  Latina  with  performances  by 
JJC  student  Vanessa  Martinez  and 
Chilean  singer  Nelson  Sosa. 

Martinez  started  off  the  event, 
holding  the  audience  captive  with  her 
beautiful  voice.  She  performed  a se- 
lection of  some  of  her  favorite  Span- 
ish songs  as  well  English  ones  includ- 
ing “Contigo  en  la  Distancia,"  a ver- 
sion of  a Christina  Aguilera  song.  Al- 
though Martinez  has  been  part  of  the 
Cinco  de  Mayo  celebrations  at  JJC. 
and  participated  and  won  1st  place  at 
the  Grundy  County  Talent  Show,  she 
expressed  feeling  a little  bit  nervous 
since  it  was  her  first  time  performing 
at  the  campus  theater. 

Following  Martinez’  perfor- 
mance, Sosa  look  over  the  stage  and 
invited  the  audience  to  a journey  to  12 
countries  in  the  course  of  one  hour. 
Sosa,  native  of  Los  Andes  Chile,  has 
been  singing  and  performing  ever 
since  he  arrived  in  the  Windy  City  of 
Chicago  in  the  early  1970s.  He  has 
worked  with  Old  Town  School  of  Folk 
Music,  Urban  Gateways,  Streets  Free 
Programs  and  Growing  Together  Inc. 


in  Chicago,  as  well  as  many  other 
community  programs. 

Sosa  gave  the  audience  a history 
lecture,  but  this  was  no  ordinary  his- 
tory class.  Sosa's  class  agenda  in- 
cluded having  people  singing  and 
dancing  on  stage.  From  Chile  to 
Mexico,  Sosa  explored  and  traced 
each  country's  background,  letting  the 
audience  experience  various  instru- 
ments he  brought  in  with  him. 

From  polka  to  merengue,  from 
Argentina  to  Africa,  Sosa  managed  to 
convert  his  audience  into 
multicultural  spectators. 

“I  really  enjoyed  Nelson  Sosa’s 
performance  because  he  taught  us  his- 
tory through  music,"  said  former 
Latinos  Unidos  vice-president  Nelson 
Antunez. 

Macbeth  Cruz,  Latinos  Unidos 
president  said  ‘The  outcomes  were 
better  than  I expected,  I was  very 
pleased."  Cruz  also  commented  she 
hoped  the  people  who  came  to  the 
show  left  with  more  cultural  aware- 
ness than  when  they  came. 

Latinos  Unidos  thanks  club  ad- 
visors, Betty  Lorch  and  Hector  Lopez 
for  their  continuous  help  and  all  who 
supports  and  appreciate  cultural  di- 
versity. 
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Professor  Profile:  Mike  McCraith 


McCraith  loves  the 
quadratic  equation, 
the  Pythagorean 
theorem,  and 
Spongebob 
Squarepants 

By  Kevin  Milligan 

Yeah,  that’s  right.  No  fundamen- 
tal kindergarten  editing  error  here.  Say 
it  with  me: 

Spongebob  Squarepants. 

"It’s  just  so  stupid  and  funny  at 
the  same  time,"  he  proclaims,  referring 
to  his  affinity  for  the  Nickelodeon  car- 
toon, laughing  infectiously  all  the 
while. 

McCraith,  a math  professor  at  JJC 
since  2000,  brings  his  sense  of  humor, 
along  with  an  unbridled  joy  for  teach- 
ing, into  his  classroom  on  a daily  ba- 
sis. Well  aware  of  the  stigma  that  many 
students  attach  to  math,  McCraith 
battles  it  by  creating  a comfortable  stu- 
dent environment,  often  times  helping 
students  connect  with  challenging  con- 
cepts by  using  examples  that  are  both 
humorous  and  memorable.  It’s  not  un- 
common for  characters  like  Silly  Billy, 
Dampy  Lampy,  Stinky  Cheese  Man 
and  even  Spongebob  himself  to  make 
appearances  in  math  problems  within 
McCraith’s  math  realm. 

"It  breaks  the  tension  of  math  as 
concrete  and  boring,"  he  said.  “There 
can  be  more  to  it.” 

Welcome  to  math,  McCraith- 
style. 

The  27-year-old  Cleveland-area 
native  recognized  his  calling  at  an  early 
age,  citing  second  grade  when  he  knew 
it  would  be  teaching,  and  eighth  grade 
when  he  knew  it  would  be  math.  Even 
as  a young  student,  he  used  to  take  note 
of  his  insturctors’  various  teaching 
styles,  remembering  what  he  liked  and 
didn’t  to  apply  as  a future  teacher  him- 
self. He  also  recalls  a game  he  played 
with  himself  as  a second  grader  by  tak- 
ing even  and  odd  numbers  and  pitting 
them  in  "math  battles”  against  each 
other. 

“1  did  it  because  it  was  fun,”  he 
reminisced. 

McCraith  also  drew  inspiration 
from  another  powerful  source:  His 
mother.  A self-proclaimed  mama’s  boy, 
he  remembers  his  mom  as  a simple 
school  janitor  before  the  school  she 
worked  for  approached  her  about  be- 
coming a teaching  aide  for  the  hearing 


■ — ujjnuty  jut  uu  'tilings  jpongeooo  aemonsirates  his  Jun-loving  approach  in  the  classroom. 


AN  ASSOCIATE 
DEGREE  IS 

JUST  THE 
BEGINNING. 


impaired  students.  She  learned  to  sign 
fluently  and  made  the  transition  shortly 
after. 

McCraith  attended  both  Lakeland 
Community  College  and  Cleveland 
State  University  to  earn  his  Bachelor’s 
degree  in  mathematics,  then  went  on 
to  the  University  of  Kentucky  to  com- 
plete his  math  graduate  coursework. 
He  plans  to  earn  an  additional  degree 
in  web-design. 

As  a professor  in  the  Mathemat- 
ics dept.,  McCraith  teaches  MATH 
098,  150  (business  calculus),  153  (fi- 
nite math),  107  (technical  math),  135 
(trigonometry)  and  CIS  224. 

An  artist  in  his  spare  time, 
McCraith  gives  math  a balance  of  the 
left  brain  functions  of  logic  and  rea- 
soning with  a healthy  dose  of  creative 
right  brain  flair.  His  teaching  style  re- 
flects his  creativity. 

“I  answer  questions  with  ques- 
tions in  an  effort  to  provoke  an  active 


|^k 


problem-solving  thought  process."  He 
says.  Likening  himself  to  a “mother 
hen  leading  her  chicks,”  he  leads  his 
students  until  they  can  go  do  it  on  their 
own  or  “letting  them  leave  the  nest,” 
as  McCraith  puts  it.  This  approach 
breeds  confidence  in  his  students. 

“We  know  mathematics.  We  just 
need  to  know  we  know,”  he  adds. 

McCraith’s  enthusiasm  provides 
him  with  immense  job  satisfaction,  and 


his  students  gravitate  towards  it  like  a 
satellite  towards  a planet.  On  any  given 
day,  he  can  be  found  in  his  office  as- 
sisting students  with  homework,  or  out 
in  the  corridor,  tutoring  students  that 
aren’t  even  in  his  classes. 

"I’ll  never  call  it  work.  Usually 
work  has  this  derogatory,  hard  mean- 
ing. This  is  a good  gig.” 

In  addition  to  painting  and 
Spongebob,  McCraith  enjoys  playing 


Photo  by  Kevin  Milligan 


computer  games,  especially  the  popu- 
lar Myst  series,  frisbcc  golf  and 
rollerblading. 

McCraith  is  quite  popular  with  the 
rest  of  the  faculty  as  well.  During  the 
course  of  the  interview,  a female  col- 
league pops  her  head  in  and  starts  a 
lively  conversation. 

“Isn’t  he  great?!”  she  says  smil- 
ing, “He’s  like  my  big  brother." 

Mom  would  be  proud,  Mike. 
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Christmas  decorations  lighten  the 
spirits  around  Joliet  Junior  College 


Christmas  trees, 
gingerbread  houses  and 
Madigral  singers  can  be 
found  spreading 
holiday  cheer  around 
the  campus  this  month 
as  JJC  students,  staff 
and  faculty  prepare  for 
the  holidays. 

Above  photos  by  Adam  Farcus. 

Madrigal  photo  by  Adam  Fox. 
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FEATURED  CLUB: 

Independent  film  makers  alliance 
with  local  actors  leads  to  new  club 


By  Amanda  Stofko 

The  next  Stanley  Kubrick  may  be 
in  our  midst  at  JJC  and  lingering  about 
at  the  next  Indepehdent  Film  Makers 
Alliance  with  Local  Actors  on  Decem- 
ber 10  at  2 p.m.  in  the  Media  Center. 

At  the  introductory  meeting  on 
November  20.  the  obligatory  ritual  of 
choosing  officers  led  to  Rich  Zerbian 
as  president  and  the  one  responsible  for 
the  original  idea  of  the  club,  Chad 
Schumacher  as  vice-president,  and 
Matt  Sheehan  doubling  up  his  duties 
as  the  treasurer  and  secretary. 

After  the  formalities,  the  20  or  so 
members  in  attendance  viewed  a short 
political  film  presented  by  Joe  Tessone 
on  protests. 

Adviser  Jeff  Fisher  said  that  they 
aren’t  critiquing  films  yet,  since  many 
members  do  not  have  enough  experi- 
ence in  film  making,  but  it's  a chance 
get  an  idea  of  what  members  in  the 
organization  have  already  done  on  their 
own.  Even  those  who  have  works  in 
progress  and/or  unedited  projects  are 
encouraged  to  show  off. 

The  important  thing,  Fisher  said, 
is  for  students  to  “get  a feel  for  the  cam- 

Zerbian  said  one  of  his  personal 
goals,  which  extends  to  the  club  as 
well,  is  to  start  using  the  camera  and 
gain  hands-on  experience  before  trans- 
ferring to  an  art  school  to  further  study . 
filmmaking. 

“It’s  alternative  to  film  classes,” 


original  sponsor  Bobette  Wolesensky 
adds,  explaining  that  some  informa- 
tion can’t  be  taught  in  the  classroom 
and  this  allows  those  who  are  inter- 
ested in  film,  a chance  to  get  an  idea 
ofiwhat  they  want  to  study. 

In  the  future,  the  group  would  like 
to  invite  professionals  and/or  people 
who  have  experience  with  the  film- 
making  process  to  come  speak,  relate 
their  personal  experiences  and  provide 


some  insider  tricks  of  the  trade. 

By  meeting  outside  professionals 
and  providing  a place  where  directors 
and  actors  can  meet,  Zerbian  said  the 
club  will  also  function  as  a network- 
ing tool. 

The  group  will  have  a chance  to 
flex  their  filming  skills  because 
Zerbian  said  one  of  the  projects  he’d 
like  to  do  this  year  would  be  a docu- 
mentary following  the  production  of 


“Guys  and  Dolls”  at  JJC. 

He  hopes  to  cover  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, including  auditions,  set  and  scen- 
ery building  and  the  backstage  chaos 
during  show  time.  If  the  group  is  con- 
tent with  the  final  product,  he’d  like  to 
enter  it  in  one  of  the  smaller  film  festi- 
vals. Even  though  the  club  seems 
geared  towards  people  with  an  inter- 
est in  "hnything  across  the  audio  and 
visual  spectrum,”  Zerbian  said,  this 


isn't  a limiting  factor  as  to  who  can 
join. 

Wolesensky  agrees. 

"It's  open  to  anyone  who  has  an 
appreciation  for  the  independent  film 
making  process,"  or  those  who  like 
movies  in  general. 

Zerbian  initially  came  up  with  the 
idea  after  talking  to  a fellow  student 
whom  he  went  to  high  school  with. 
Both  were  interested  in  making  mov- 
ies, and  talked  about  being  able  to  have 
a central  place  to  meet  for  people  who 
were  also  interested. 

Zerbian’s  interest  started  to  be- 
come a reality  after  he  contacted 
Wolesensky,  asking  her  to  sponsor  the 
club.  Wolesensky  said  she  saw 
Zerbian’s  enthusiasim  and  wanted  to 
help  as  much  as  she  could  because  she 
strongly  believes  in  student  clubs. 

Even  though  Zerbian  admits  there 
was  a lot  of  paperwork,  getting  the  club 
off  the  ground  wasn't  “too  bad." 

He  said  Wolesensky  was  a huge 
help  in  directing  what  paperwork  was 
needed,  who  it  needed  to  go  to  and 
when  deadlines  were  approaching. 

After  the  club  was  formed, 
Wolesensky  asked  Fisher  to  take  over 
the  club  because  she  fell  the  media 
department  would  be  able  to  assist 
better  since  they  already  had  knowl- 
edge of  the  filmmaking  process,  access 
to  equipment  and  the  club  reflects  ac- 
tivities that  the  department  regularly 
carries  out. 
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Billy  Bob  Thornton  plays  a boozin',  womanizing  Father  Christmas  in  director  Terry 
Zwigoff's  “Bad  Santa."  Photo  courtesy  Miramax  Pictures 


Bad  Santa  follows  in 
the  dysfunctional 
holiday  tradition 


Cast 

Billy  Bob  Thornton 
Tony  Cox 
Brett  Kelly 
Lauren  Graham 
Bemie  Mac 
John  Ritter 

Director 

Terry  Zwigoff 

Running  Time 

93  minutes 

Rated  R for  pervasive  language, 
strong  sexual  content  and  some 
violence 


By  Malt  Sheehan 

Holiday  films  have  traditionally 
been  known  to  give  a happy  tone. 
Nothing  weird  or  outrageous  or  even 
damn-near  insulting.  Well,  that  was 
during  the  time  of  "It’s  A Wonderful 
Life"  and  “Miracle  on  34th  Street" 
While  these  films  are  certainly  endur- 
ing classics,  today’s  holiday  entertain- 
ment has  been  a bit  more  . . . dysfunc- 
tional. It  all  started  in  the  '80s  with 
"National  Lampoon’s  Christmas  Vaca- 
tion" and  “A  Christmas  Story".  The 
holiday  movie  season  of  2003  is  no 
exception. 

"Bad  Santa”  stars  Billy  Bob 
Thornton  as  Willie,  a homy,  foul- 
mouthed  con  man  who  dresses  up  as 
Santa  during  the  holiday  season  for 
shopping  malls  and,  with  his  “trusty 
elf’  Marcus  (Tony  Cox),  robs  them. 
Then,  they  get  a 10-month  long  vaca- 
tion and  come  back  the  following  No- 
vember. However,  during  one  certain 
shopping  mall  scam  Willie  meets  a boy 
(newcomer  Brett  Kelly)  who  really 
believes  that  he  is  Santa  Claus  and  at- 
taches to  him  like  a leech.  The  boy  fol- 
lows Willie  around,  brings  him  home 
(which  he  shares  with  Granny,  played 
by  Cloris  Leachman)  and  lets  him  stay 
there  and  even  walks  in  on  Willie  get- 
ting it  on  with  Sue  (the  gorgeous 
Lauren  Graham),  a bartender  with  a 


Santa  fetish.  Hey,  YOU  figure  out  what 
1 mean.  Okay,  let's  just  say  she  likes 
the  hat. 

Anyways,  mall  manager  Bob 
Chipeska  (the  late  John  Ritter)  be- 
comes suspicious  of  Willie  and  Marcus 
and  asks  the  mall’s  head  of  security 
Gin  (Bemie  Mac)  to  check  them  out. 

Now,  I will  stop  there.  That  is  the 
set-up.  Let  me  say  thought  that  the  film 
is  filled  with  more  four-letter  words 
than  the  mouth  of  a sailor.  But  don't 
let  that  discourage  you — that  is,  unless 
you  want  to  take  your  kids  (WARN- 
ING: This  movie  is  NOT  for  ANY- 
ONE under  the  age  of  10!) — for  "Bad 
Santa”  follows  in  the  dysfunctional, 
holiday  tradition  as  "National 
Lampoon’s  Christmas  Vacation"  and 
"A  Christmas  Story”.  The  late,  great 
Ritter  makes  the  most  of  his  smaller 
role,  providing  some  hilarious  bits,  as 
do  Bemie  Mac  and  Tony  Cox.  Lauren 
Graham  casts  aside  her  goodie-two- 
shoes  image  from  her  WB  series 
“Gilmore  Girls"  to  play,  in  essence,  a 
Santa  slut.  But  it  is  Billy  Bob  Thornton 
as  Willie  and  Brett  Kelly  as  The  Kid 
who  make  this  worthwhile.  Thornton 
really  carries  this  film  well  with  his 
cursing  and  drinking  and  more  curs- 
ing, even  though  he  is  not  the  typical 
leading  man  (in  fact,  he's  normally  a 
supporting  character).  Newcomer 
Kelly  helps  give  the  audience  a con- 
trast to  the  hellhound  Willie  by  play- 
ing a good-hearted  child  who,  in  the 
end,  teaches  both  Willie  and  the  audi- 
ence the  true  meaning  of  Christmas. 
And  that  is  what  makes  this  even  more 
worthwhile — its  sucker-punches  in  the 
balls,  then  to  your  heart.  When  1 
watched  this  movie,  not  only  did  1 cry 
from  laughing  so  hard — I cried  at  all 
the  tenderhearted  moments,  too.  "Bad 
Santa"  is  certainly  a soon-to-be  holi- 
day classic,  even  if  this  Santa  doesn’t 
care  if  you've  been  naughty  or  nice. 

Visit  Matt’s  Movies  & TV  for  ad- 
ditional reviews,  opinions,  polls,  and 
other  crap: 

www.matts-movies.com 


The  Blazer  is  looking  for 
writers  for  the  spring 
semester.  Think  you’ve  got 
the  write  stuff?  Contact  us  at 
blazermail  @ jjc.edu 
or  280-2313 
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Apply  online  at  www.northpark.edu 


Focus  on  the  Important 

NORTH  PARK 
UNIVERSITY 

CHICAGO 


For  more  information,  can  1630)  829-6300,  e-mail 
admissions€foen.edu  or  visil  us  on  ihe  Web  at  www.ben.edu. 


Kate  McDcnoutfi  rilorcatcd  in  attending  Bcncdctme  UnwBraity’s 
lour-yaar  liberal  arts  program,  but  decided  to  attend  a twoyear  conmniTy 
college  first  Kata  was  impressed  to  team  tfiat  Benedictine  admissions 
qouneetox  would  continue  to  work  with  her  to  bhcltb  a smooth  irauiticn 
when  sho  woo  reed/  to  transter 

T had  planned  to  attend  BeredctrB  Unrrertity  right  alter  high  school 
bul  my  plans  changed  end  I altended  community  college  for  two  years,' 
Kate  said.  ‘I  worked  wilh  an  admissions  carualor  at  BenBdiclina  white  I 
was  slill  attenSng  community  college  to  ensure  that  all  my  courses  would 
irenofer  My  Banarhon  in  Benedchre  was  as  easy  as  they  said  it  waJd  be 1 

The  doff  at  Bertstetme  Utwerslty  In  lisfe  knows  that  eedi  student's 
situation  ic  unique  That  is  why  wb  take  the  time  to  give  each  student  and 
each  applicant  the  Indfwdal  attention  friey  deserve. 

Appty  today  and  Espar/ecce  the  Beoedrclive  Differente. 


Experience 

■ the  Benedictine  Difference. 
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‘Strangers  with  Candy’  DVD  Review 


‘Strangers  with  Candy'  seasons  I and  2 are  now  available  in  DVD  boxed  sets  from 
Wea  Corp.  Each  set  includes  two  DVDs  that  span  every  episode  of  the  two  seasons. 


By  Thomas  Drugas 

After-school  specials  have  devel- 
oped into  a whole  new  comical  and 
deranged  level  with  the  release  of  the 
second  edition  of  Comedy  Central's 
Strangers  with  Candy  on  DVD.  The 
series  revolves  around  Jerri  Blank 
played  by  Amy  Sedans,  a 46-year-old 
self  described  "Boozer,  user,  and 
loser,"  who,  after  running  away  from 
home,  takes  up  prostitution,  drug  use, 
and  theft.  After  a short  20  year  stint 
in  prison  she  has  decided  to  re-enroll 
in  high  school  as  a freshman,  experi- 
encing all  the  trials  and  tribulations 
that  any  normal  student  would  at  that 

Along  with  Jerri,  is  cast  of  self- 
absorbed.  neurotic,  clueless,  and  caus- 
tic teachers  family  members  and  stu- 
dents who,  in  the  worst  possible  way, 
aid  Jem  in  her  quest  to  deal  with  her 
post  teenage  angst,  and  societal  prob- 
lems. They  include  Jerri’s  English 
teacher  Mr.  Noblet,  played  by  The 
Daily  Show’s  Stephen  Colbert,  who 
has  the  tendency  to  intenupt  his  class 
sessions  with  hilariously  non-sequitor 
outbursts  at  students,  including  Jerri. 
There  is  also  Mr.  Jellineck,  played  by 
Paul  Dinello,  an  egocentric  art  teacher 
with  no  real  art  talent  whatsoever. 
And,  of  course,  you  can't  have  a parody 
of  every  corny  after  school  special  ever 
broadcasted  without  the  archetypal 
principal,  performed  by  Greg 
Holliman,  who  plays  the  character  of 
Principal  Blackman,  as  a deep 
throated,  pompous  authoritarian  who 
is  all  at  once  oblivious,  and  keenly 
aware  of  how  his  school  is  run,  and 
knows  who  is  to  blame  for  any  of  the 
mischief  done  during  school  hours, 
which  is  usually  Jerri. 

Included  in  the  school  mayhem 
is  Jerri’s  family.  Her  half  brother 
Derek  (Lark  Spies)  trades  acerbic  ver- 
bal volleys  with  Jerri.  Her  step  mom, 
Sara  Blank  played  by  Debra  Rush, 
regularly  peppers  the  conversations 


she  has  with  her  darling  46-year-old 
step  daughter  with  underhanded  in- 
sults, and  has  no  problems  inferring 
both  subtly  and  overtly  that  she 
wouldn’t  bat  an  eyelash  if  Jerri's  pic- 
ture ended  up  on  the  side  of  a milk 
carton  someday!  As  for  Jerri's  loving 
father  (Roberto  Gari),  he  might  as  well 
double  for  a mannequin,  because  ev- 
ery shot  of  Guy  Blank  is  a silent  freeze 
frame  of  a most  bizarre  pose  or  facial 
expression. 

What's  truly  enjoyable  about  this 
comedy  series  is  that  creators  Sedaris, 
Colbert  and  Dinello  relish  in  orches- 
trating demented  situations  for  their 
characters  out  of  the  conventional 
moral  stories  of  after  school  specials. 
Not  unlike  any  bad  episode  of  a very 
special  Blossom,  or  Full  House,  or  the 
myriad  of  "safe  for  the  family"  pro- 
gramming, the  young  attractive  main 
characters  deal  with  seemingly  real  life 
situations  including  anything  from 


Photo  courtesy  Wea  Corp. 

drug  use,  decisions  about  sex,  or  the 
school  bully,  and,  with  the  help  of 
some  concerned  faculty  member,  and 
family  member  usually  reach  a satis- 
fying conclusion  at  the  end  of  the  hour. 

Strangers  with  Candy  is  the  ex- 
act antithesis  of  the  moralist  genre. 
Jerri  is  quite  possibly  the  most  unat- 
tractive, post-teen  main  character  the 
series  has  to  offer,  with  a dreadfully 
bleak  family  life  rivaling  that  of  the 
Manson  Family.  The  faculty  at  the  fic- 
tional Flat  Point  High  is  nothing  like 
the  caring  model  teachers  in  a con- 
ventional after-school  special.  Instead 
they  are  mean,  selfish  and  completely 
unconcerned  with  Jeri's  well  being. 

Although  at  first  I didn't  like  the 
series  because  it  didn't  fit  my  precon- 
ceived ideas  a parody,  that  quickly 
changed  as  I allowed  the  show  to  grow 
on  me,  much  like  the  mustache  that 
grows  on  Jerri's  upper  lip! 


I was  glad  the  commentary  with 
Sedaris,  Colbert,  and  Dinello  gave 
some  insight  as  to  the  premise  of  some 
of  the  episodes.  They  also  explained 
where  a lot  of  their  ideas  for  the  series 
originated  from,  which  was  primarily 
from  them  working  together  at  Second 
City  in  Chicago,  and  on  tire  HBO  tele- 
vision series  Exit  57. 

What's  even-more  enticing  about 
the  series  is  that  it  is  unlike  much  of 
what  is  currently  out  on  TV  today. 
There  are  so  many  good-looking,  po- 
litically correct  TV  characters,  and  per- 
sonalities trying  to  appease  the  masses 
of  TV  viewers  with  heart  warming  sto- 
ries that  it's  a breath  of  fresh  air  to  see 
a character  with  nicotine-stained  teeth, 
wrinkled  skin  and  a moral  center  as 
twisted  as  a tree  limb.  Jerri  is  not  afraid 
to  take  advantage  of  a fellow  student 
or  friend  if  it  means  she  gets  popular 
with  the  "cool  kids".  She  can  black- 
mail a student,  a teacher,  her  brother, 
and  in  the  first  sign  of  trouble  will  re- 
vert to  her  old  ways  to  get  out,  includ- 
ing offering  sex,  or  whatever  drugs  she 
has  in  her  locker,  and  yet  there  is  a 
certain  innocent  quality  about  her  that 
actually  makes  her  endearing,  albeit 
pathetic.  And  in  this  after  school  spe- 
cial there  is  no  real  meaningful  heart- 
felt message  being  delivered  in  each 
episode,  except  that  Jerri  is  still  a 
"Boozer,  user,  and  a loser’  and  she's 
just  fine  with  that. 

Strangers  with  Candy  does  have 
some  pretty  strong  language  and 
graphic  sexuality,  including  scenes  of 
Jerri  fantasizing,  and  sexually  pursu- 
ing both  male  and  female  students,  and 
nudity  is  commonplace.  Drug  use  is 
also  talked  about. 

So  if  you  can  handle  that,  and  you 
don't  have  an  aversion  to  ugliness,  both 
physical  or  otherwise,  you  will  appre- 
ciate the  twisted  humor  of  the  creators, 
how  well  each  actor  plays  their  part, 
and  you  just  might  get  a few  laughs 
from  this  series  as  well. 


Williams  provides 
Hollywood  thrills 

By  Matt  Sheehan 

Composer  John  Williams  has 
provided  the  world  with  some  of  the 
most  recognizable  film  scores  and 
themes.  Whether  it's  Star  Wars  or  In- 
diana Jones.  Williams  is  noted  for  his 
film  scores  and  other  music. 

On  Nov,  29,  John  Williams  guest- 
conductcd  the  Chicago  Symphony. 
After  treating  the  audience  to  his  com- 
positions Sound  the  Bells!  and  Trib- 
utes!, John  Williams  welcomed  prin- 
cipal French  horn  Dale  Clevenger  Ur 
world  premiere  Williams'  Concerto 
for  Horn  and  Orchestra,  commis- 
sioned exclusively  by  the  CSO  for 
Clevenger  to  premiere.  Its  dancing 
strings  and  resounding  woodwinds, 
especially  Clevenger’s  virtuosity,  al- 
most told  a story. 

Following  intermission,  Williams 
started  with  excerpts  from  Close  En- 
counters of  the  Third  Kind,  one  of  his 
five  Academy  Award-winning  scores. 
Next  came  the  suite  from  JFK  and 
selections  from  Far  Away.  Afterward, 
Schindler's  List,  with  its  lonely  vio- 
lin, drew  a respecting  silence  from  the 
crowd.  Then  Williams  told  a story 
about  when  he  first  saw  a rough  cut 
of  Schindler's  List  with  Spielberg  in 
his  private  studio. 

After  viewing  the  film,  Williams 
told  Spielberg  that  he  “wasn’t  the 
right  composer  of  music  for  this  film," 
to  which  Spielbuig  replied,  “I  know, 
but  everybody  else  is  dead."  The  sym- 
phony then  went  right  into  E.  T.  After 
stepping  off  stage,  Williams  came 
back  to  give  three  encores,  including 
"Across  the  Stars,”  the  love  theme 
from  Attack  of  the  Clones. 

At  last,  the  symphony  jumped 
into.  Star  Wars  drawing  cheers  from 
the  crowd.  For  his  lost  encore.  Will- 
iams chose  a mediocre  finale — the 
theme  to  NBC  Nightly  News. 

This  night  was  unforgettable  for 
anyone  lucky  enough  to  attend. 


Book  Review 

‘...Lambshead  Pocket 
Guide’  a humorous  book 
to  tickle  your  funny  bone 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferarri 

Are  you  afflicted  with  chronic 
boredom?  Have  you  been  unable  to 
find  suitable  medication  for  this  disor- 
der? Well  Night  Shade  Books  has  a 
sure-fire  remedy  for  you.  Created  by 
some  of  the  finest  names  in  fiction,  side 
effects  make  include  but  are  not  lim- 
ited too.  Laughter,  disgust,  paper  cuts, 
and/or  bouts  of  introspective  thought. 

Edited  by  Jeff  Vandermeer  and 
Mark  Roberts  the  83rd  edition  of  “The 
Thackery  T.  Lambshead  Guide  to  Ec- 
centric and  Discredited  Diseases"  is  a 
remarkably  entertaining  anthology. 

Formatted  like  a typical  medical 
guide  each  entry  includes  symptoms, 
remedies,  and  case  histories.  Rather 
then  be  formulaic  the  strict  construc- 
tion actually  serves  enhance  the  over- 
all content. 

Like  most  great  work  of  humor  the 
"guide"  also  serves  as  a scathing  com- 
mentary on  our  modem  society.  The 
central  theme  reveals  our  obsession 
with  health  and  our  wiliness  to  catego- 
rize almost  anything  as  a disease.  With 
various  other  themes  and  ideas  pre- 
sented over  the  course  of  the  anthol- 


ogy, the  guide  is  a book  that  can  be 
read  on  numerous  levels. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  asset  of  "the 
Guide”  is  the  list  of  authors  who  con- 
tributed. Neil  Gaiman,  Alan  Moore, 
China  Mieville,  Michael  Moorccock, 
and  a number  of  other  talented  authors 
are  all  present. 

In  many  ways  this  book  serves  to 
introduce  the  new  guard  of  Sci-Fi  and 
fantasy  to  the  casual  reader. 

While  often  dark  and  always 
funny  "The  Thackery  T.  Lambshead 
Guide  to  Eccentric  and  Discredited 
Diseases”  is  a very  enjoyable  read  for 
almost  any  type  reader. 

The  format  allows  for  the  casual 
reader  to  peruse  various  authors  at  their 
leisure. 

At  the  same  time  however,  the  afi- 
cionado will  be  more  then  content  with 
the  depth  of  each  entry. 

If  you  enjoy  the  fiction  found  in 
“The  Thackery  T.  Lambshead  Guide 
to  Eccentric  and  Discredited  Dis- 
eases,” I would  also  recommend 
“American  Gods"  by  Neil  Gaiman  or 
“Perdido  Street  Station"  by  China 
Mievelle. 
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The  year  in  music:  something  for  everyone’s  tastes  in  2003 


By  Lisa  Frieri 

2003  has  been  a crazy  year  for 
music.  We  all  remember  the  infamous 
Britney/Madonna  kiss  at  the  VMA’s 
and  the  R.  Kelly  scandal,  but  all  con- 
troversy aside,  2003  was  filled  with 
music  to  remember. 

ROCK 

Rock  broadened  its  horizons  in 
2003.  Goth  rock  became  popular  with 
groups  such  as  Evanescence.  Pop  punk 
became  the  rage  with  groups  like  Good 
Charlotte  and  Simple  Plan.  Many  al- 
ready known  bands  released  new  al- 
bums and  some  new  bands  surfaced. 
Early  in  the  year,  Foo  Fighters  won  a 
Grammy  for  "One  by  One"  and  also 
released  the  singles,  "Times  Like 
These"  and  "Low." 

Evanescence  had  two  huge  hits, 
"Bring  Me  To  Life"  and  "Going  Un- 
der," with  Iheir  current  single  "My 
Immortal"  gaining  momentum. 

Trapt  was  another  new  band  that 
came  onto  the  scene  with  the  single 
"Headstrong,"  which  refuses  to  go 
away.  Santana,  who  had  a hit  last  year 


collaborating  with  Michelle  Branch  on 
"Game  of  Love,"  wrote  a song  with 
Chad  Kroegar  of  Nickelback.  “Why 
Don’t  You  and  I."  The  record  brought 
in  Alex  Band  of  The  Calling  the  song, 
and  it  quickly  made  its  way  to  the  top 
of  the  charts. 

Fountains  of  Wayne,  a band  that 
has  been  around  for  many  years,  has 
been  making  waves  lately  with  their 
poppy  song  "Stacy's  Mom."  Maroon 
5 is  another  new  band  from  Califor- 
nia. After  touring  with  Sugar  Ray  and 
Matchbox  20  earlier  in  the  summer, 
their  song  "Harder  to-Brcathe"  began 
to  climb  the  charts. 

Indie  queen  and  Chicago  native 
Liz  Phair  went  pop  this  year  and  re- 
leased the  single  “Why  Can't  I."  gar- 
nering massive  appeal,  surfacing  as 
background  music  in  TV  shows  in  re- 
cent months. 

Good  Charlotte  and  Simple  Plan 
gave  birth  to  a new  generation  of  punk- 
influenced  music  and  fashion  in  2003. 

Good  Charlotte  broke  out  with 
their  songs  "Lifestyles  of  the  Rich  and 


the  Famous,"  and  “The  Anthem," 
while  Simple  Plan  charmed  with  "Ad- 
dicted" and  "Perfect." 

British  band  Coldplay  won  big  at 
the  Grammys  this  year  and  had  another 
hit  off  their  2001  album,  "A  Rush  of 
Blood  to  the  Head"  with  "Clocks."  3 
Doors  Down  became  synonymous 
with  an  anthem  with  the  troops  in  Iraq 
with  "When  I'm  Gone.”  Later  in  the 
year,  the  romantic  “Here  Without  You” 
rose  to  top  of  the  charts  the  charts. 

Audioslave,  a fusion  of  Rage 
Against  the  Machine  and  Chris  Cornell 
of  Soundgarden  had  several  hits  off 
their  debut  album.  "Show  Me  How  to 
Live,"  "I  am  the  Highway"  and 
"Cochise”  all  climbed  to  the  top  of  the 
rock  charts, 

Jason  Mraz  brought  his  quirky 
style  of  folk  rock  to  the  music  scene 
with  his  summer  smash,  "The  Remedy 
(I  Won’t  Worry).” 

Matchbox  20  had  an  enormous 
year  with  the  song  “Unwell"  and  the 
recent  hit  “Bright  Lights"  is  climbing 
to  the  top  of  the  charts  and  was  recently 


performed  at  VHl's  "Big  in  2003.” 

R&B/RAP 

Beyonce,  Sean  Paul  and  Justin 
Timberlake  all  had  big  years  in  the 
world  of  R&B.  Sean  Paul  collaborated 
with  Sean  Paul  for  "Baby  Boy"  and  had 
a hit  of  his  own  with  "Get  Busy." 

Beyonce  also  collaborated  with 
Jay-Z  for  the  colossal  summer  hit. 
"Crazy  in  Love."  Beyonce  seemed  to 
be  everywhere  in  2003,  not  only  com- 
ing out  with  an  album,  but  also  star- 
ring in  "The  Fighting  Temptations.” 

Justin  Timberlake  was  also  all  over 
the  place.  He  started  out  2003  with  the 
eerie  song  and  video,  “Cry  Me  a River." 
"Rock  Your  Body"  soon  followed  and 
after,  "Senorita."  He  also  had  a bit  part 
in  the  song,  "Where  is  the  Love?"  by 
Black  Eye  Peas. 

R.  Kelly,  despite  being  in  the  news 
for  alleged  sex  scandals,  still  had  two 
hits,  “Ignition"  and  “Step  in  the  Name 
of  Love.” 

Nelly  also  had  a big  year,  with  his 
song  on  the  “Bad  Boys  2"  soundtrack, 


"Shake  Ya  Tailfeather"  featuring  P. 
Diddy  and  Murphy  Lee. 

Newcomer  Chingy  also  had  a big 
year  with  the  songs  "Right  Thurr”  and 
the  song,  "Holidae  In"  featuring 
Ludacris  and  Snoop  Dogg.  Snoop 
Dogg  also  had  a part  in  the  song 
"Beautiful"  along  side  Pharrell  from 
the  Neptunes. 

POP 

The  American  Idols  not  only  had 
success  on  the  show  of  the  same  name, 
but  also  in  the  music  charts.  Kelly 
Clarkson  came  out  with  her  debut  al- 
bum, 'Thankful”  featuring  the  single, 
“Miss  Independent." 

Second  place  winner  of  this  year’s 
American  Idol,  Clay  Aiken  sang  the 
ballad,  "This  is  the  Night."  Ruben 
Studdard,  winner  of  American  Idol, 
also  released  a single,  “Flying  With- 
out Wing." 

2003  was  filled  with  many  crazy 
moments,  but  the  music  is  memorable. 

In  memory  of  Chris  Lynch,  1984- 
2003. 
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We  also  have  a FREE  GIFT  for  you  just  for  coming  in. 

Want  to  SAVE  MONEY?  See  us. 

Want  to  PAY  MORE?  See  them. 


3360208  B 


CD  REVIEW 


Kings  Of  Leon’s 
‘Youth’  ‘immune  to  the 
threat  of  nostalgia’ 


distinguishable  from  one  another. 
Most  are  mindless  and  formulaic  with 
little  or  no  value  to  the  true  music 
lover. 

There  are,  however,  jewels  to  be 
found  in  this  musical  wasteland.  One 
such  jewel  would  be  Youth  and  Young 
Manhood  by  Kings  of  Leon. 

Musically,  Kings  of  Leon  is  a soni- 
cally  unpretentious  blend  of  70s  Brit 
rock  with  a southern  soul.  While  other 
rock  acts  strive  to  be  unique,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  Kings  of  Leon  strive  only  to 
be  themselves.  What  they  are  is  a 
group  of  men  bound  by  family  ties  and 
an  intense  love  for  music. 

This  familial  connection  is  per- 
haps the  key  to  the  band's  exceptional 
sound.  Through  each  track  there  is  a 
very  tangible  sense  of  comfort. 

Vocally,  front  man  Caleb  Followill 


fusion  adds  a richness  and  depth  to 
the  entire  album. 

Most  refreshingly.  Kings  of  Leon 
does  not  sound  like  the  incarnation 
of  any  certain  time  period.  While  other 
bands  become  quickly  dated,  Kings  of 
Leon  has  a sound  that  is  almost  im- 
mune to  the  threat  of  nostalgia. 

It  is  easy  to  imagine  that  Youth 
and  Young  Manhood  will  sound  as 
fresh  10  years  from  now  as  it  does  to- 
day. 

As  far  as  singles  go,  track  eight, 
"Molly  Chambers”  is  a very  strong 
song  but  far  from  the  best  the  album 
has  to  offer.  Also  “Joe’s  Head”  and 
'Talihina  Sky"  are  adequate  represen- 
tatives of  Kings  of  Leon's  talent. 

If  you  are  chafing  from  the  end- 
less pop  punk/pop  rock  infested  ra- 
dio. Kings  of  Leon  is  your  sweet  re- 
lease. 
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JJC  Lady  Wolves 
continue  to  dominate 


By  Adam  Fox 

Coach  Tony  Giese’s  goal  for  this 
year's  team  is  a mere  15  or  16  wins. 
After  three  years  on  the  job  as  head 
basketball  coach  for  the  JJC  Lady 
Wolves,  he  is  hoping  to  break  500  for 
the  first  time. 

Thus  far,  with  just  11  games 
played,  JJC  has  a record  of  5 and  6 
overall.  Since  the  JJC  Thanksgiving 
Tournament,  which  was  held  on  Nov. 
28  and  29,  JJC  has  gone  an  impres- 
sive 3 and  I . With  the  help  of  sopho- 
more standout  Kelly  Pero,  Geise’s 
team  is  finally  playing  like  he  had 
hoped  they  would. 

In  the  first  game  of  the  Thanks- 
giving Tournament  versus  Morton 
College,  the  Lady  Wolves  squeaked  out 
a victory,  37-35.  This  dramatic  team 
victory  was  lead  by  Pero  who  had  15 
points.  In  the  second  game  of  the  tour- 
nament the  Lady  Wolves  had  an  easy 
victory  65-61.  Leading  the  way  once 
again  was  Pero  with  22  points.  Also 
making  a very  substantial  contribution 
were  freshman  Melinda  Jones  and 
Kathryn  Burbank,  who  both  chipped 
in  1 1 points.  Pero  was  named  Tourna- 
ment MVP,  while  Jones  was  named  to 
the  All-Tournament  team,  a great 
honor  for  JJC. 

On  Dec.  2 the  Wolves  fought  hard 
with  Wilbur  Wright  College,  and  gave 
them  the  beating  of  a life  time.  In  this 
dominating  victory  freshman  forward 
Jenna  Barghahn  had 

15  points  and  7 rebounds,  While 
Pero  contributed  with  13  points  and 
Julie  Schmidt  had  10  points’ and  12 
steals.  JJC  won  by  the  final  of  68-26. 


Maybe  the  Lady  Wolves  put  too 
much  in  this  humiliating  victory,  be- 
cause on  their  next  game  versus  Mo- 
raine Valley  Community  College  on 
Dec  4 the  Wolves  lost  a heartbreaker 
56-54. 

Leading  the  way  was  Jenna 


Barghahn  who  had  19  points,  7 as- 
sists and  7 rebounds.  Barghahn  also 
went  4-of-5  from  three-point  land. 

With  this  team  unity  concept  in 
place,  all  the  players  are  proving  that 
there  is  no  T in  the  word  'TEAM." 


Women’s 

Basketball 

Schedule 

December  13 

Carthage  Valley  Community  College 
Away,  10:30a.m. 

December  18 

Illinois  Valley  Community  College 
Away,  5:00  p.m. 

January  6 

South  Suburban  College 
Home,  5:00  p.m. 

January  10 

Moraine  Valley  Community  College 
Home,  5:00  p.m. 

January  13 

Triton  College 
Home,  5:00  p.m. 

January  15 

William  Rainey  Harper  College 
Away,  7:00  p.m. 

January  20 

College  of  DuPage 
Away,  7:00  p.m. 


JJC  All-Conference  Athletes 


FOOTBALL 

Offensive  Line  1 11  Team 
Keith  Holden 

Offensive  Line  2nd  Team 
Robert  Blocker 

Wide  Receiver  1 'Team 
Dareon  Spencer 

Running  Back  L'Team 
Antoine  Bagwell 

Defensive  Line  L'Team 
Rob  Ninkovich 

Defensive  Back  L'Team 
Josh  Taylor 
Gamar  Diamond 

Defensive  Back  2nd  Team 
Martel  Taylor 

Linebacker  1 41  Team 
Todd  Cowan 

Lineback  2nd  Team 
Richard  Davis 
DeSean  Davidson 


VOLLEYBALL 

All  Conference  L'  Team 
Stephanie  Hankosky 
Shanette  Dorsey 

All  Conference  2nd  Team 
Ashley  Van  Waard 

All  Conference  Honorary  - 

Mention 

Stacy  Yates 

All  Regional 
Stepahnie  Hankosky 
Ashley  Van  Waard 

All  Tournament  Team 
Stacy  Yates 


The  Blazer  is  seeking  a photographer  with  an  eye 
for  the  picturesque  to  join  our  staff  next  semester. 
Interested?  Call  Bob  Marcink  at  280-2607. 


$17.25  bose-appt 

Conditions  exist 
1-6  week  work  program 
Flexible  Day,  Evening,  Weekend 
Schedules 

Customer  Sales/Service 
No  experience  required 
Can  continue  in  spring  around 
work/ school 

Guarantee  summer  position 
Apply  now,  start  after  finals 
All  majors  considered 

(708)460-8090 

semesterbreakwHk.com 
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Return  of  the  King,  or  back  on  the 
Highway  to  Hell 


By  Adam  Fox 

On  Dec.  28,  2001,  a savior  was 
delivered  to  the  Chicago  Bulls. 
Former  Bulls  great  Bill  Cartwright 
was  appointed  head  of  coach  of  our 
beleaguered  NBA  franchise.  At  the 
time  Cartwright  was  taking  over  for 
Tim  Floyd  who  had  ran  with  the  Bulls 
for  four  years  and  had,  to  sheer  de- 
light of  many  basketball  purist,  got 
gored. 

But  nevertheless,  after  the  de- 
bacle of  the  Tim  Floyd  era,  Cartwright 
was  doing  everything  and  saying  ev- 
erything that  he  should.  He  was  going 
to  lead  the  baby  big  men,  Eddy  Curry 
and  Tyson  Chandler,  into  the  only 
dominating  big  men  in  the  Eastern 
Conference. 

As  a player,  Cartwright,  was  a low 
post,  old  school  center,  who  could 
score  with  the  best  but  also  a defen- 
sive wizard.  And  during  his  reign  as 
head  coach  his  goal  was  to  teach  Curry 
and  Chandler  how  to  play  like  he  did, 
to  be  that  bruising  low  post  player 


other  teams  fear. 

But  sometimes  goals  are  not  met, 
and  the  baby  Bulls  are  just  that,  babies. 
Expectations  were  very  high  this  sea- 
son. For  the  first  time  since  a guard 
with  the  last  name  Jordan,  the  Bulls 
had  a decent  shot  at  the  playoffs.  How- 
ever, GM  John  Poxson  believed  that 
Cartwright  was  not  the  man  to  lead 
them  to  the  promised  land. 

Instead  he  brought  in  former 
Phoenix  Suns  head  coach  Scott  Skiles 
to  be  the  newfound  hope. 

Skiles,  who  is  known  around  the 
NBA  as  a very  exenterate  coach  who 
demands  you  to  play  defense  and  takes 
no  bull  from  anyone.  Is  Skiles  the  right 
man  for  the  adolescent  Bulls?  Or  is  he 
just  the  next  move  in  what  has  become 
a conga-line  of  coaches? 

What  Skiles  demands  from  all  his 
players  is  that  they  play  hard  and  put 
the  team  before  themselves.  And  what 
he  does  not  need  is  selfish  players  who 
do  not  play  defense.  So  in  an  attempt 
by  Paxson  to  rid  his  team  of  locker 


room  cancers  like  Jalen  Rose,  Paxson 
shipped  leading  scorer  Rose  and 
Donyell  Marshall  to  Toronto  in  ex- 
change for  Antonio  Davis  and  Jerome 
Williams. 

Although  this  may  not  seem  like  a 
blockbuster  trade,  it  is  very  important 
for  the  team.  It  gives  them  two  defen- 
sive minded,  athletic  role  players  that 
know  how  to  win.  And  it  gives  Curry 
and  Chandler  another  tutor  in  Davis, 
one  they  have  been  searching  for  since 
Charles  Oakley. 

Although  this  trade  with  Toronto 
may  have  handcuffed  the  Bulls  pay  role 
for  future  seasons,  it  will  be  worth  it 
for  the  Bulls  to  finally  grow  up  and  re- 
alize that  they  are  no  longer  teenagers. 

Let's  hope  that  history  will  not  be 
the  team’s  guide.  Skiles  may  be  the 
stem  influencing  force  that  teaches  the 
Bulls  how  to  be  a real  team,  and  not 
just  cellar  garbage. 

Either  that  or  he  will  be  just  an- 
other dance  move  on  the  way  to  ob- 
scurity. 


Wolves  continue  manhunt 


By  Andrew  Hrubec 

The  Wolves  have  a lot  to  be 
thankful  for  this  holiday  season.  En- 
tering the  Kankakee  Community  Col- 
lege Tournament  this  weekend,  the 
Wolves  currently  have  a 9-1  record 
and  are  ranked  fourth  in  the  NJCAA 
Division  III  poll. 

After  the  first  six  games  of  the 
season,  JJC  looked  like  an  unstop- 
pable force,  but  all  good  things  must 
come  to  an  end.  The  Wolves  were 
stunned  by  a 70-66  loss  on  Nov.  22  to 
Milwaukee  Area  Technical  College. 

Proving  to  be  a resilient  team,  JJC 
righted  their  wrongs  before  the  JJC 
Thanksgiving  Tournament.  The 
Wolves  manhandled  St.  Xavier  JV 
and  defeated  them  1 10-77  to  move  on 
to  the  title  game  where  they  played 
College  of  Lake  County.  Behind  the 
play  of  Tournament  MVP  Michal 
Vavrek,  the  Wolves  pounced  quickly 
and  ran  away  with  a 101-68  to  win 
the  tournament.  The  Wolves  com- 
bined for  an  outstanding  57.4  percent 
from  the  field  for  the  tournament. 

The  wolves  continued  to  roll 
when  they  played  Olivet  Nazarene. 
Troy  Shanks  and  Earl  Hughes  pro- 
vided the  bulk  of  the  scoring  for  the 
Wolves.  Shanks  was  7-of-10  from  the 
arch  and  finished  with  a team-high 
23  points,  while  Hughes  scored  20. 

In  their  second  game  against 
Milwaukee  Area  Technical  College, 
the  Wolves  avenged  their  only  loss  of 
the  season  by  defeating  them  82-68 


behind  the  scoring  of  freshman  Darcon 
Spencer.  Spencer  connected  on  6-of-8 
from  three-point  range  and  scored  a 
game-high  21  points.  Michal  Vavrek 
helped  the  cause  by  providing  15 
points  and  13  rebounds. 

The  Wolves  look  to  continue  their 
winning  ways  this  weekend  in  the 
Kankakee  Community  College  Tour- 
nament. With  a record  of  10  wins  and 
one  loss,  the  Wolves  appear  to  have 
the  makings  of  a magical  season. 


Men’s  Basketball  Schedule 
Upcoming  Games 

December  12-14 
Kankakee  C.C. 

Tournament 
Away,  TBA 

December  19-20 
Kennedy-King  College  Classic 
Away,  TBA 


David  Gullet 

This  sophomore  guard  is  one  of  the  consistent 
players  for  the  Wolves  this  year.  In  this  years 
Thanksgiving  Tournament  Gullet,  along  with 
Michal  Vavrek,  and  Dareon  Spencer  were 
named  to  the  All-Tournament  Team.  Gullet 
scored  16  points  in  there  game  versus  St. 
Xavier  University  JV.  On  Dec.  2 game  versus 
Olivet  Nazarene  JV  Gullet  added  15  in  the 
easy  victory  for  the  Wolves. 


athletes  of 
The  Issue 


Kelly  Pero 

The  Captain  for  the  Lady  Wolves  basketball 
Squad  and  only  returning  starter  has  fought 
an  uphill  battle  with  her  team.  Despite  the 
struggle  of  being  one  of  only  three 
sophomores,  she  has  persevered  to  be  the 
leader  and  offensive  powerhouse.  In  a time 
frame  of  five  games,  Pero  has  scored  95 
points,  an  average  of  19  points  per  game.  This 
does  not  include  her  guiding  presence  during 
games,  or  her  lock-down  style  defense, 


